














The total SGM generated by agricultural holdings in
EU-9 grew by a factor of 2.3 between 1975 and 1997
(Table 2).

The loss of those farms which were economically the
smallest has been much more significant. Thus,
between 1975 and 1997, 43% of farms with an SGM
under 4 ESU compared to only 7% of farms over 4
ESU were lost in the first nine EU Member States.
The number of farms with an SGM of at least 40 ESU
increased almost sixfold.

There has thus been a significant increase in the
economic size of agricultural holdings. This is due, on
the one hand, to the physical concentration of farms
(drop in numbers and increase in physical size) and,
on the other, to an overall gain in productivity.

Economically large agricultural holdings are, on the
one hand, farms which are physically large such as
those in the United Kingdom and, on the other,
intensive farms like those in Belgium and the
Netherlands. In these countries, the SGM per hectare
is almost four times the European average. In
Denmark, the SGM per holding is three times the
European average because of a combination of the
above two factors.

EU-9 EU-12 EU-15

1975 1997 1987 1997 1995 1997

Total SGM (millions of ESU) 39.6 89.7 93.3 110.0 109.9 116.6

Average Value(ESU) 6.8 216 10.8 16.7 14.9 16.7
SGM Growth during the period +218.3% +54.4% +11.9%
per holding Annual growth +5.4% +4.4% +5.8%

Table 2: Evolution de la MBS européenne

In 1975, holdings under 4 ESU in the six EU founder
members (almost two out of every three holdings)
generated one eighth of the total SGM. In 1997, for
the same countries, one has to take all holdings
under 16 ESU, i.e. half of all holdings, to generate the
same proportion of total SGM.

In 1997, one in ten European farms produced two
thirds of the total SGM. Half of all holdings generated
95% of SGM. The economic weight of the other half
of agricultural holdings was therefore very
insignificant. These holdings nevertheless played a
significant role in terms of land management and

conservation of the countryside (Table 3).

EU-9 EU-12 EU-15
Percentage of ... Economic size
1975 1997 1987 1997 1995 1997
Less than 4 ESU 60.1% 48.0% 56.8% 51.4% 52.8% 50.5%
Numberof |~ -~ - ; - - et :
holdings | 4!olessthand0BSU | 381%  371% | 37.3% 381% ) 379% 889%
40 ESU and over 1.9% 14.9% 5.9% 10.5% 9.3% 10.5%
Less than 4 ESU 12.3% 3.4% 7.9% 4.9% 52% ; 4.8%
SGM 4 to less than 40 ESU 67.7% 25.5% 46.0% 30.9% 34.5% 31.9%
40 ESU and over 21.0% 71.1% 46.1% 64.2% 60.2% 63.3%
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Table 3: Percentage of holdings by economic size
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