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Less enterprises but stable employment 

August Götzfried 

> There was a total of 8 618 credit institutions in 1998 in the European 
Union (excl. Ireland). Between 1994 and 1998, the number of enterprises 
has experienced a significant decrease (-12.9 %), whereas during the 
same period the number of local units has risen by 7.9 %, mainly due to 
the inclusion of newly privatised institutions in the statistics (e.g. Deutsche 
Postbank). 

> In 1998, the number of enterprises per 1 000 000 inhabitants ranged from 
4 in Greece to 114 in Austria. Luxembourg recorded the highest density 
with 209 enterprises for less than 0.5 million of inhabitants. 

> Return on equity ratios displayed important differences between countries 
in 1998, ranging from 3.2% in Italy to 25.4% in Switzerland. Finland 
recorded the highest return on assets ratio with 1.1 % and Italy registered 
the lowest with 0.3 %. 

> Between 1997 and 1998, the balance sheet total of credit institutions in 
EU-15 (excl. Ireland) has risen by 8.7 %. Together, Germany, France and 
the United Kingdom represented about 67 % of the EU-15 balance sheet 
total (excl. Ireland). 

> The banking sector in the EU Member States (excl. Ireland) employed 
2 704 034 persons in 1998. This figure has slightly decreased between 
1994 and 1998 (-0.7%). 

> In 1998, the number of persons employed per credit institution amounted 
to 314 in EU-15, while in average a local unit employed 13 persons. 
Average staff costs equalled ECU 48 934 in the European Union in 1998. 

More statistics on credit institutions will be found in the comprehensive 
publication entitled 'Special feature on banking', edition 2000 which will be 
released in the course of the summer 2000. This publication will review the 
situation of the European banking sector by providing time series, detailed 
presentation of profit and loss account and of balance sheet data, as well as 
methodological notes. 

> ESSENTIAL INFORMATION - METHODOLOGICAL NOTES 

1. Statistics are collected from Central Banks, Financial Supervisory Authorities and National 

Statistical Institutes. Data are delivered according to either the home or the host country principle. 

Data cover credit institutions classified under Nace Rev. 1 class 65.12 (Other monetary 

intermediation) which includes monetary intermediation services provided by credit granting and 

deposit taking institutions other than central banks, and credit institutions classified under Nace 

Rev. 1 class 65.22 (Other credit granting) which covers all kinds of credit granting services 

provided by financial intermediaries other than those offered by credit granting and deposit taking 

institutions. Only Germany, Spain, France, Austria, Finland, Sweden, Norway and Switzerland 

have credit institutions classified under Nace class 65.22. 

2. Calculation methods of ratios 

Net commission income as a % of Balance sheet total = (Commission receivable minus 

Commission payable) divided by Balance sheet total. 

Net interest income as a % of Balance sheet total = (Interest receivable and similar income 

minus Interest payable and similar charge) divided by Balance sheet total. 

Return on assets = (Profit and loss on ordinary activities minus All taxes (tax on profit and loss 

on ordinary activities, tax on extraordinary profit and loss, other taxes)) divided by Balance sheet 

total. 

Return on equity = (Profit and loss on ordinary activities minus All taxes (tax on profit and loss 

on ordinary activities, tax on extraordinary profit and loss, other taxes)) divided by Total capital 

and reserves. 

3. As some countries have not sent data for all reference years, growth rates and ratios for the 

aggregates (EU-15, EUR-11, EEA) have been calculated based only on countries that have 

provided the data needed for calculations. 

4. The sign ':' stands for not available, while the sign '-' stands for not applicable. Estimates are 
marked by '*'. 



Table 1 : Structura l indicators on credi t inst i tut ions, 1994-1998 
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1) For available data only. 

2) Including local units in Belgium of Belgian public credit 

institutions and non-EU branches as well as local units 

abroad of Belgian public credit institutions. 

3) Total number. 

4) Concerns enterprises groups. 

Source: Eurostat 

5) Number of local units: for 1994. 'Other monetary intermediation' institutions only. 

6) Number of enterprises: for 1994, 'Other monetary intermediation' institutions only. 

7) For Nace 65.12: local units refer only to licensed banks. 

8) For Nace 65.12: only banks. 

9) Excluding EU branches in UK and non-UK offices. 

10) For Nace 65.22: Mortgage and finance companies only. 
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Figure 1: Return on equity and return on assets (%), 1998 
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Table 2: Financial indicators for credit institutions, 1997-1998 
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1) For available data only. 

2) Including persons employed in Belgium of Belgian public credit institutions 

and non-EU branches as well as local units abroad of Belgian public credit 

institutions. 

3) The number of persons employed covers, on the one hand, the number of 

employees in full-time equivalent units for Specialised credit granting 

institutions and for a few other institutions, and, on the other hand, the 

number of employees for l icensed banks. 

Source: Eurostat 

eurostat 

Personnel costs: for 1994. 'Other monetary intermediation' 

institutions only. 

Number of persons employed: for 1994. 'Other monetary 

intermediation' institutions only. 

Excluding EU branches in UK and non-UK offices. 

Including Nace Rev.1 class 65.11. 

Man-years. 

Provisional. 
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Further information: 
> Databases 

New Cronos 
Domain: SBS/Credstat 

To obtain information or to order publications, databases and special sets of data, please contact the Data Shop network: 

B E L G I Q U E / B E L G I Ë 

Eurostat Data Shop 

Bruxelles/Brussel 

Planistat Belgique 

124 Rue du Commerce 

Handelsstraat 124 

B-1000BRUXEU.ES/BRUSSEL 

Tel. (32-2) 234 67 50 

Fax (32-2) 234 67 51 

E-Mail: datashop@planistat.be 

ITAL IA - M i l a n o 

ISTAT 

Ufficio Regionale per la Lombardia 

Eurostat Data Shop 

Via Fieno 3 

1-20123 MILANO 

Tel. (39-02) 8061 32460 

Fax (39-02) 8061 32304 

E-mail: mileuro@tin.it 

S U O M I / F I N L A N D 

D A N M A R K D E U T S C H L A N D E S P A N A F R A N C E I T A L I A - R o m a 

DANMARKS STATI SOK 

Bibliotek og Information 

Eurostat Data Shop 

Sejrøgade 11 

DK-2100 KØBENHAVN 0 

Tel. (45-39) 17 30 30 

Fax (45-39) 17 30 03 

E-Mail: bib@dsLdk 

STATISTISCHES BUNDESAMT 

Eurostat Data Shop Berlin 

Otto-Braun-Straße 70-72 

D-10178 BERLIN 

Tel. (49-30) 23 24 64 27/28 

Fax (49-30) 23 24 64 30 

E-Mal: 

data5h0p@statistik-bund.de 

INE Eurostat Data Shop 

Paseo de la Castellana, 183 

Oficina 009 

Entrada por Estèbanez Calderón 

E-28046 MADRID 

Tel. (34-91) 583 91 67 

Fax (34-91 ) 579 71 20 

INSEE Info Service 

Eurostat Data Shop 

195, rue de Bercy 

Tour Gamma A 

F-75582 PARIS CEDEX 12 

Tel. (33-1) 53 17 88 44 

Fax (33-1) 53 17 88 22 

E-Mail: datashop.eurostat@ine.es E-Mail: datashop@insee.fr 

ISTAT 

Centro di Informazione Statistica 

Sede di Roma, Eurostat Data Shop 

Via Cesare Balbo, Ha 

1-00184 ROMA 

Tel. (39-06) 46 73 31 02/06 

Fax (39-06) 46 73 31 01/07 

E-Mail: dipdiff@istat.it 

LUXEMBOURG NEDERLAND NORGE 

Eurostat Data Shop Luxembourg 

BP 453 

L-2014 LUXEMBOURG 

4. rue A. Weicker 

L-2721 LUXEMBOURG 

Tel (352) 43 35 22 51 

Fax (352) 43 35 22 221 

E-Mail: ds!ux@eurostatdatashop lu 

P O R T U G A L 

STATISTICS NETHERLANDS 

Eurostat Data Shop-Voorburg 

pò box 4000 

2270 JM VOORBURG 

Nederland 

Tel. (31-70) 337 49 00 

Fax (31-70) 337 59 84 

E-Mail: datashop@cbs.nl 

Statistics Norway 

Library and Information Centre 

Eurostat Data Shop 

Kongens gate 6 

P. b. 8131, dep. 

N-0033 OSLO 

Tel. (47-22) 86 46 43 

Fax (47-22) 86 45 04 

E-Mail: datashop@ssb.no 

Eurostat Data Shop Lisboa 

INE/Serviço de Difusão 

Av. António José de Almeida. 2 

Ρ-1000-043 LISBOA 

Tel. (351-21)842 6100 

Fax (351-21) 842 63 64 

E-Mail: data.shop@ine.pt 

S C H W E I Z / S U I S S E / S V I Z Z E R A 

Statistisches Amt des Kantons 

Zürich, Eurostat Data Shop 

Bleicherweg 5 

CH-8090 Zürich 

Tel. (41-1)22512 12 

Fax (41-1) 225 12 99 

E-Mail: datashop@zh.ch 

Internetadresse: 

http://www.zhch/statistik 

S V E R I G E U N I T E D K I N G D O M U N I T E D K I N G D O M U N I T E D S T A T E S O F A M E R I C A 

Eurostat Data Shop Helsinki 

Tilastokirjasto 

Postiosoite: PL 2B 

Käyntiosoite. Työpajakatu 13 B, 2 krs 

FIN-00022 Tilastokeskus 

Tel (358-9)17 34 22 21 

Fax (358-9) 17 34 22 79 

5-posli datashcp tilastokeskus@tjlaslokeskus Γι 

Internetadresse: 

http //www tilastokeskus Mx/Vx/datashop Hiri 

STATISTICS SWEDEN 

Information service 

Eurostat Data Shop 

Karlavagen 100-Box 24 300 

S-104 51 STOCKHOLM 

Tel (46-8)50 69 48 01 

Fax (46-8) 50 69 48 99 

E-Mail: infoservice@scb.se 

URL: http://www.scb.se/info/datashop/ 

eudatashop.asp 

Eurostat Data Shop 

Enquiries & advice and 

publications 

Office for National Statistics 

Customers & Electronic Services Unit 

1 Drummond Gate-B1/05 

UK-LONDONSW1V2QQ 

Tel. (44-171)533 56 76 

Fax (44-1633) 812 762 

E-Mati. eurostatdatashop@ons.gov.uk 

Eurostat Data Shop 

Electronic Data Extractions, 

Enquiries & advice - R.CADE 

Unit 1L Mountjoy Research Centre 

University of Durham 

UK-DURHAM DH1 3SW 

Tel: (44-191) 374 7350 

Fax: (44-191) 384 4971 

E-Mail: r-cade(Sidur.ac uk 

URL: http://www-rcade.dur.ac.uk 

HAVER ANALYTICS 

Eurostat Data Shop 

60 East 42nd Street 

Suite 3310 

USA-NEWYORK, NY 10165 

Tel. (1-212)986 93 00 

Fax (1-212) 986 58 57 

E-Mail: eurodata@haver.com 

Media Support Eurostat (for professional journalists only): 

Bech Building Office A3/4S · L-2920 Luxembourg ■ Tel. (352) 4301 33408 ■ Fax (352) 4301 32649 ■ e-mail: eurostat-mediasupport@cec.eu.int 

For information on methodology: 

August Götzfried, Eurostat/D2, L-2920 Luxembourg, Tel.: (352) 4301 34432, Fax: (352) 4301 32 600, 

E-mail: August.Götzfried@cec.eu.int 

This "Statistics in focus" was produced in collaboration with Laurent Parisse and Sabrina Schmitt. 
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