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Letter from the EBES/EG6  Statistics Chair 

The EBES/EG6 is a i lhe forefront of developments in Electronic Data Interchange (EDI). Our 

task is to follow the rapidly changing technology that delivers electronic commerce solutions, 

to def ine, influence and promote standards, and to use the results of this work in production 

systems. This issue gives a snapshot of our current and future work. 

So far l 998 has been a year of change both for EEG6 

and for the international process in which we work. 

The first change is that Philippe Lebaube is not writing 

this letter. As you will read elsewhere Philippe has left 

Eurostat and joined the OPOCE, and as a result he 

has, reluctantly, resigned his position as EEG6 Chair. I 

am proud to have been elected as the new Chair at 

the recent EEG6 meeting in Heerlen, Netherlands. I 

join the group at a time of change for the internation

al EDIFACT process: the old Joint Rapporteur Team 

Meeting (JRT) held its last meeting on Wednesday 29th 

April and the new EDIFACT Working Group started its 

work on Thursday 30th April. You can read about this 

elsewhere in this newsletter. I also ¡oin the group as 

EEG6 grapples with the issue of emerging technolo

gies. This could also mean a change. However, this is 

a different sort of change and is one, which we must 

manage in the way that we want to. What everyone 

needs is stable standards. What we do not know and 

cannot really predict is what the technology will be in 

5 year's time. All we can see are trends and what we 

can do today. And what we can do today is different 

from what we could do 5 years ago. And so it goes on. 

So, how do we solve this problem? The answer is that, 

as much as is possible, we use the technology to take 

care of the problem. Of course, we have do some 

work as well. We have set a Special Interest Group 

(SIG) for statistics in the Object Management Group 

(OMG). We have also set up a Focus group within the 

XML/EDI group. We will use the EEG6 forum as the 

interface to the work of these groups. What are we 

going to do with these groups? Essentially, we want to 

make our specifications independent of the syntax 

used. When we chose EDIFACT we chose to make the 

specifications independent of communications proto

col and independent of application systems. However, 

EDIFACT is a syntax and there are other syntaxes which 

have emerged which could offer benefits for statistical 

data collection and dissemination, particularly where 

the Internet is concerned. Having said this, EDIFACT 

will continue to have a significant role to play in our 

work. So what do our users want? Well, we have dis

cussed this with them over a number of months and 

they have told us that they want: 

 promotion of our standards to a wide community 

 stability for the current EDIFACT messages 

 ability to offer Internet versions of the messages 

 interoperability between different syntax versions of 

the messages 

 integration of our specifications into commercial 

software 

The only way we can really achieve this is to work with 

the various standards making bodies to ensure that we 

can define a common set of specifications that are 

technology independent. In this way users can choose 

the best technology and the best syntax for the job. 

This choice will be different depending on the job that 

needs to be done. This is what we have set out to do, 

and this is what we intend to achieve. 

By Wolfgong KNUEPPEL 

EBES/EG6 Chair 
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( l.WhgfsNew ) 

C 

News since the last issue: 

• Meetings: Joint Rapporteurs Team (JRT) 

meetings in Anaheim and Miami 

• Officers: Mr Lebaube leaves the chair for Mr 

Knueppel  Messrs. Maqua and Vik, new 

project leaders 

• New technologies: Statistics set up Interest 

Group in the OMG, and work starts on the 

hypercube model 

• International news: Chinese government 

plans to use RDRMES 

• Awareness: Activities and documentation 

• Reports on trials: EDIMARS virtual confer

ence, last news fromEDIBOP pilots, 

GESMES/CB and Central Banks 

1.1 MEETINGS J 

JRT Meeting in Anaheim, (LA.) Sept. 29 

Oct. 3 , 1 9 9 7 The Joint Rapporteurs' Team, JM8 offi

cially convened in Anaheim. The group took part in 

the working sessions of the MOP Group (Mandate 

Organisation  Procedures) which drew up the draft 

mandate and draft Terms of Reference of the future 

EWG (EDIFACT Working Group, to replace the JRT) as 

well as a first brainstorming on the new procedures. 

Ms Probert chaired the IHG (International 

Harmonisation Group) to develop generic message 

implementation rules. 

JRT / EDIFACT W o r k i n g Group M e e t i n g , 

M i a m i , Apr i l 2 7  M a y 1 The EDIFACT Working 

Group (EWG) came into existence on April 30th after 

the winding up of its predecessor, the Joint 

Rapporteurs Teams Meeting or JRT. The first Chair of 

the Steering Committee is Barry Keogh from Australia, 

and the first coChair is Pierre Georget from France. 

One aim of the statistics group at this JRT was to 

ensure a smooth transition for the group from the old 

JRT to the new EWG. As part of this process it was nec

essary to elect a Chair and viceChair of the new sub 

working group 8 (SWG8), both positions to be held for 

2 years. Chris Nelson was elected as Chair and Joyce 

Babcock Hoffman from DynCorp of the USA was 

elected as vice Chair. Chris Nelson, as Chair, will rep

resent SWG8 on the EWG Steering Committee. Also 

high on the agenda of the EEG6 delegates to SWG8 

was to gauge the readiness of the new EWG to set up 

a liaison with other standards making groups, and in 

particular with the Object Management Group 

(OMG) and the XML/EDI group, in both of which sta

tistics has a presence. Consequently, the new SWG8 

(sub working group 8 (statistics) of the EWG) decided 

to start informal discussions with the statistics sub 

groups in the OMG and in XML/EDI. This decision was 

reported to the EWG at its closing plenary session. 

This is an important decision, as this liaison is a criti

cal success factor for the EEG6 strategy to develop 

specifications, which are technology independent. 

SWG8 also defended the business case for the struc

ture of the ARR segment, which is used in both 

GESMES and RDRMES. This segment is not designed 

in a way that is consistent with the message design 

rules, and there is now a general acceptance that the 

ARR is a legitimate exception to these rules, at both the 

version 3 and the version 4 of the syntax. An interest

ing session held at the EWG was a presentation on 

modelling given by members of the Techniques and 

Methodology Working Group (TMWG). The TMWG, 

like the EWG, is an empowered group of CEFACT The 

TMWG believe that there should be one agreed lan

guage used for modelling and it favours the Unified 

Modelling Language (UML). Working groups 1,3, and 

4 of EEG6 are already using the UML as the method 

of developing a prototype of the specification needed 

to bridge the three messages of GESMES, CLASET and 

RDRMES, and so we are supportive of its use. This is 

one more indication that the CEFACT process is 

recognising the need to work with and adopt new 

technologies, whilst retaining stability for the EDIFACT 

standard. Other important decisions taken by the 

JRT/EWG were: 

■ acceptance of the corrigendum to version 4 of ISO 

9735 (EDIFACT syntax) which makes the date format 

in the UNB year 2000 compliant, and which contains 

a syntactical solution for segment collision 

• acceptance of option 2 for the implementation of the 

new message design rules: in essence this means that 

any request for a change to an existing structure which 

at present does not comply with the new rules, will 

cause that structure to be marked for deletion in the 

directories and a new, compliant, structure will be 

developed. The effective date of this process is 4th 

May 1998. A full report of the meeting, the minutes, 

SWG8 workplan and the SWG8 agenda for the next 

EWG in Brussels can be found on the DSIS IRC. 

By Chris NELSON, EEG6 Programme Office 
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EEG6 M e e t i n g s in 1 9 9 7 - 9 8 EEGÓ has con 
vened four times since July 1997: 

- In Dublin, November 12-14, 1997, hosted by CSO 
Ireland 

- In Heerlen, February 18-20, 1998, hosted by the 
CBS 

During the plenary meetings, the Chair recalled the 
end of the IDA programme which sponsored the EEG6 
activities, and the preparation of an "IDA 2" pro
gramme. He emphasised the importance of informing 
the national IDA/TAC representatives of EEG6 activi
ties and pilot projects in progress or yet to come, and 
stress the usefulness they have for national administra
tions. The re-organisation of EEG6 was also placed 
on the agendas, but only for "brainstorming". From the 
discussions and from the way the last meetings took 
place, it appears that more and more joint meetings 
between working groups are needed, in particular 
between W G 1 , WG3 and WG4, but also between all 
the working groups. Until now, two suggestions are 
emerging: one proposal is the convening of a joint 
meeting to deal with common issue or horizontal activ
ities (e.g. awareness, security...), each Working Group 
delegating one or two representatives. This procedure 
has already been applied in Luxembourg, Paris, Dublin 
and Heerlen. Another suggestion is to split the plenary 
in two: 

1. An opening plenary, for one hour, held after the 
Horizontal meeting and before the working sessions, 
where general information is disseminated, new tech
nical approaches proposed, questions asked and calls 
for opinion requested, each Working Group delegat
ing one or two representatives to report to their group 
during the working sessions; 

2. An "interactive" closing plenary at the very end of 
the meeting where debates are expected --: reactions, 
feedback, answers to questions and points of views on 
specific issues -- and decisions made. A paper on this 
topic will be presented at the EEG6 meeting in Rome 
for decision. Contributions from the EEG6 Conveners 
are requested. In the meantime, a joint meeting on 
horizontal activities will be take place on May 7 in 
Luxembourg on awareness outside EEG6 and on the 
EDI/Internet issue. 

( 1.3 OFFICERS, CHANGE OF CHAIR 

Change of Chair: Philippe Lebaube who launched 
EEG6 (MD6 at the time) in 1989 and was chairing the 
group since then, presented his resignation at the 
Plenary meeting of the Dublin meeting in November 
'97. He was warmly thanked for his dedication and his 
leading initiatives during all these years.Mr Bruneau, 
the Convener of WG3, made a humorous speech on 
the old couple they formed after 5 years of looking 
after their CLASET child! 

Philippe in turn thanked all the EEG6 participants for 
their faithful attendance and patient work which ended 
in 7 Status 1 EDIFACT messages for the statistical sec
tor. He wished the group good luck in his quest for effi
cient world-wide used EDI solution! For more about 
Philippe's departure, please read article on page 6. 
During the EEG6 Plenary meeting in Heerlen, on 
February 20, 1998, Mr Wolfgang KNUEPPEL, Head of 
Eurostat Unit A2 was nominated Chair of EEG6. No 
election was needed since he was the only one volun
teering for the position and its responsibilities. The 
assembly expressed its satisfaction and applauded his 
nomination. Wolfgang Knueppel thanked them for 
their trust and promised he would do his best to 
deserve it. EEG6 also welcome the arrival at Eurostat 
of Mr Leonhard MAQUA and Mr Torgeir VIK. Mr 
MAQUA will take over Philippe Lebaube responsibili
ties as Eurostat project leader in the field of EDI. He 
was present at the EEG6 meeting in Heerlen and 
attended working sessions of WG3, WG4 and W G 1 , 
as well as the joint meetings (Tel +352 4301 33363, 
e-mail: leonhard.maqua@eurostat.cec.be). Mr VIK is 
a FN D from Statistics Norway. He will work as a pro
ject leader in the field of EDI (Tel +352 4301 32463, 
e-mail: torgeir.vik@eurostat.cec.be) 

Looking for Conveners 1. Due to the increasing 
responsibilities of Ms Marie-Françoise Rivet within the 
French Customs, it had not been possible for her to 
participate in the EEG6 meetings as much as she 
wished nor to hold her Convener position of WG5 
(external trade statistics). Ms Sylvie Colas had been 
carrying out the difficult task of being both WG5 con
sultant and deputy Convener. In Heerlen, at the 
request of the chairmanship, WG5 nominated a new 
Convener, Mr Antoine EGEA, from the French 
Customs, who has been an active participant of WG5 
for the last 5 years. 

2. Chris Nelson is also still holding the double position 
of WG1 Deputy Convener and WG1 technical expert. 
He performs both missions with great success, but the 
work load on his shoulders is heavy. WG1 is looking 
for a candidate for the position. A suitable candidate 
should be part of a EU national statistical administra
tion. His duties would include assisting with the plan
ning of the Work Programme, chairing the work ses
sions, supervising the minutes of the group, preparing 
the agenda and interfacing with the EEG6 secretariat. 
He would get the dedicated assistance of the consul
tant. If you are interested, please make yourself known 
at the next EEG6/WG1 meeting. 

3. WG7 received the resignation of both its co-con
veners during the past 6 months, each of them driven 
away to other tasks and responsibilities. New convenor 
for the maritime part is Mr Pietri. For the aviation part, 
the group expects to elect a new convenor during its 
next EEG6 meeting in Rome at the beginning of 
October. 

erotta 



c 1.3 NEW TECHNOLOGIES : ) 

Statistics set up Interest Group in the OMG 
The Domain Technology Committee of the Object 
Management Group (OMG) voted to set up a 
Statistics Interest Group (SIG) at the April meeting of 
the OMG. The intention of the group is to define the 
requirements for an object specification which sup
ports statistical data collection and dissemination. 
There was a lot of interest in the exchange of and 
access to statistical data from a number of the existing 
Domain Groups in the OMG. This, coupled with the 
specific interest of statistical organisations and soft
ware houses, means that we can start now to develop 
the object oriented standards for statistical data 
exchange and access. This will result in a Request for 
Proposals (RFP) which will be issued by the OMG to 
the software industry. It is hoped that the RFP can be 
issued early in 1 999, the winning proposal adopted by 
the O M G in mid-late 1 999, and a commercial imple
mentation within 12 months of this adoption. It is the 
intention of EEG6 to influence the requirements spec
ification and to ensure that the functionalities embod
ied in the current EDIFACT specifications are support
ed in the object specifications. In this way, the EDI
FACT messages can still be used with the object tech
nology. If any organisation wishes to be kept informed 
of developments then for a limited period it can 
request to be included in the list server 
statistics@omg.org, without the need to ¡oin the 
OMG. Contact cathy@omg.org to be included on this 
list server. 

Work Starts on the Hypercube Model 
A three day brainstorming session was organised in 
March as the first step on the development of an 
object specification for statistical data dissemination. 
Representatives from each of the working groups 
1,3,4 of EEG6 were present as well as specialists in 
the fields of metadata and implementation of statisti
cal data base systems. The object model comprises the 
multi-dimensional data (the "cube") and the meta-data 
which combine together to form the "hypercube". The 
following key points about the model were identified. 

1. The target user is the systems integrator and imple-
mentor. 

2. It is a common model for statistical data and meta
data including nomenclatures. 

3. There is a need to understand and agree the con
cepts behind the model, the actual data format is 
immaterial at this stage. 

4. The model must be accepted widely (e.g. by data 
brokers). 

5. The learning curve for implementation must be as 
short as possible. 

6. It should be efficient in transmission. 

7. Versions should be upwards compatible - so it is 
important to get the fundamental structure correct. 

8. It should be comprehensive enough to be useful -
there is no need to be frightened of complexity if the 
complexity is really required (quoting Einstein "it should 
be as simple as possible, but not less simple"). 

The group developed a number of different high level 
models. It is clear that there are many ways to repre
sent the exchange of multi-dimensional data and 
related metadata in an object model. In general the 
fewer objects that are in the model, the more complex 
will be the programming. The objective is to develop a 
model which is flexible, generic where it needs to be, 
but with sufficient specific objects so that specifications 
and programs are not over complex. It was agreed 
that the first object model needs to support both multi
dimensional statistical arrays and classifications. A 
report on the workshop can be found on the hyper
cube model user forum on the DSIS IRC (this is a part 
of the EDI and Statistics group). Work will progress on 
this user forum. And another workshop will be organ
ised when more concrete specifications are available. 
The work on the model will be input to the Statistics 
SIG of the OMG, for consideration when it creates the 
Request for Proposals (see the article on the Statistics 
SIG in this newslatter). 

By Chris NELSON, EEG6 Programme Office 

1.4 AWARENESS ACTIVITIES A N D DOCU-
MENTATION 

1. The second release of the DSIS-IRC (Information 
Resource Centre) has now been implemented at 
Eurostat and amongst others, an EEG6 www has been 
created. It includes a library of documents, such as 
agendas, minutes and Message Implementation 
Guides, a list of EEG6 related meetings and a list of 
EEG6 contacts. 

2. EEG6 Annual progress report. The 1997/1998 
Annual Report on EEG6 activities will be issued in 
September 1998. 

\m 



c 1.5 CAPTAIN JAMES T. LEBAUBE LEAVES THE ENTERPRISE J 
Sadly, with the promotion of Captain James T. 
Lebaube to Admiral, the five year mission of the 
Federation starship, CEC Enterprise, has come to end, 
and the fleet has been recalled to Earth for a refit. Its 
five year mission - to seek out new standards; to dis
cover new syntaxes; to boldy go where no statistician 
has been before - will be remembered warmly by all 
the crew. The ship's doctor "Bones" McCoy has been 
responsible for the health of not only the crew but has 
also tried to rescue alien life forms "I'm afraid the 
punched card is dead, Jim". Lt. Uhura, the lynchpin for 
inter-galactic communications, was always scanning 
the galactic airwaves to pick up any messages of 
importance. "Message from Working Group 3, Jim. Its 
very weak and on a sub-space frequency. They have 
lost power to the anti matter drive and are relying on 
CLASET for all essential life support systems and other 
nomenclatures. They request immediate assistance 
and don't know how long they can survive". The power 
house of the Enterprise was the engineer, Scotty: "I've 
managed to by-pass the JRT and wired the DSIS meta
data service directly into the 

UN/EDIFACT directory. It'll give us the codes we need 
but I don't think we can survive for much longer. If we 
can't get GESMES going quickly I'm afraid she'll just 
blow". Of course, no mission would be successful 
without the first officer Spock "The new message 
design rules are just not logical, Jim". There have been 
many successes during the five years, but not every
thing has been easy. Notable problems have been 
experienced with the Klingons, who have tried to pol
lute the galaxy with proprietary data formats. The fire 
power of the Enterprise, with its photon torpedoes and 
phasers, were often pitted against the naked aggres
sion of the Klingons. Yes, it's just like the STNE meet
ing! 

Well, the Captain is now Admiral, and we all wish him 
well in the future. I hear Mr. Sulu has joined the 
Admiral in his new position. We are sure that after the 
frenetic pace with which he has driven the Enterprise in 
the last five years, he will be taking a well earned rest. 

"Warp factor nine, Mr Sulu" . 

Captain James T. Lebaube leaves the enterprise 

\m 
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