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GDP-proportions of taxes and social contributions by Member States
of the European Union* 1990-1993, in %

E m taxes
rostat

eu

social contributions total

1993 | 1990 | 1991 | 1992 | 1993

. 16.7 | 43.9 | 43.9 | 444 | 452

18.1 | 386 | 40.8 | 41.5 | 42.1

") excl. Greece and Spain: excl. taxes levied for the European Union; figures for Germany from 1991 onwards incl. new Lander.

In Denmark and the Netherlands, the ratio of fiscal
charges was still around half as high again as in
Portugal and the United Kingdom.

By contrast, the ratios for Germany, France and Italy
were almost exactly the same in 1993, with only one
percentage point difference between them. In Germany
and Italy, too, they are now way above the Union
average, at between 42 and 43%.

Although the ratio of fiscal charges has risen steadily in
Ireland since 1990, in 1993 it was still 4 percentage
points below the Union average. Finally, the ratio for
Spain . which in 1990 and 1991 had been roughly the
same as the United Kingdom figure, surged to well
above the ratios of the two Member States with the
lowest tax burdens in 1992.

If the tendency towards unity or diversity in the tax
structure of the Union Member States” is measured in
terms of average deviation from the Union value. the
differences in tax burdens became smaller between 1990

Values for 1993 are not yet available for Spain. Figures for 1990-
1992 show. however. that the Union average calculated without
Spain for reasons of comparability would fall slightly in terms of
level if Spain were included, but that the general trend would be
virtually unchanged.

Excluding Greeee and Spain. In the absence of erratic changes, the
average deviation may be considered a sufficient measure of

structural convergence or divergence.

and 1992, with the average deviation of 4.9 in 1990
falling to 4.7 in 1991 and to less than 4.6 percentage
points in 1992.

In 1993. however. the differences in the tax burdens
increased sharply again, with an average deviation of
5.5 points from the Union value. which was larger than
even the 1990 difference.

In seven Member States, taxation accounts for an
increasing share of GDP in 1993

In seven of the ten Member States covered. the share of
GDP accounted for by taxes (Graph 3, Table 2) rose
further in 1993 than in the previous year. Compared
with total fiscal charge ratios, however, the increase was
moderate. In Germany, Portugal and the United
Kingdom the ratios were lower than in the previous
year, and with only a slight increasec in 1992/93 the
figures for France were still lower than they were in
1990 and 1991.

With steadily rising tax ratios, ltaly's figures are now
way above the Union average, whilst the United
Kingdom was well below average in 1993. The ratios
for Germany, France and Portugal are persistently
below the Union average. The sharp rise in















