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NEWS ITEMS

HARMONIZATION OF
ECONOMIC CLASSIFICATIONS
ON WORLD LEVEL

During a second meeting of the Joint
UNSO/SOEC working group of harmoniza-
tion of classifications (June 1979) general
methodological outlines for future work
have been elaborated. Accordingly, SOEC
has prepared proposals. covering one-quarter
of branches and their products in the field of
transportable goods, for discussion by the
Joint Working Group and by an EC working
group. Good progress has thus been made
towards the long-term objective of bringing
trade and activity classifications closer toge-
ther at the European and at the world
level.

SOCIAL STATISTICS

In the field of houschold surveys, field work
in the 1979 Labour force survey was comple-
ted and a harmonized framework agreed for
national household budget surveys. In social
statistics generally, there was a marked
extension in the use of ‘rapid information’
handouts so as to achieve faster dissemina-
tion, e.g. for carnings statistics (including the
main results of large surveys as well as the
current harmonized statistics) and for statis-
tics of employment. There was a significant
increase in the volume of work on special
analyses of employment statistics required to
support Commission policies in iron and steel
and morc generally in work sharing. A first
volume on methodology for the system of
social protection statistics (hitherto known as
social protection accounts) was completed. In
the field of education statistics, the main
definitions and some statistics of expenditure
on out-of-school education were prepared for
the first time.

AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS

As regards statistics for agricultural policies,
the Sectoral income index exercise was im-
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proved by making a start earlier in the year,
enabling first forecasts by Member States to
be made in late September. These are used
in the context of the annual agricultural pri-
ce fixing exercise. Publications of prices in
agriculture were printed for the first time
with the aid of special programmes using the
data stored in the CRONOS system. After
many processing difficulties, data collected
from the 1975 farm structure survey were pre-
pared in the form of the basic tables pre-
viously agreed and sent for printing. A
booklet containing the more important re-
sults in summary form was distributed in
July 1979,

A working party meeting in July laid down
the general guidelines for a resumption (after
many years) of work aimed at improving the
harmonization of Community agricultural la-
bour force statistics and computing the labour
input. Detailed questionnaires were comple-
ted by Member States for analysis with a
view to formulating proposals for the esta-
blishment of common definitions and me-
thodology.

A Council Directive 79/920/EEC on the
subject of pig surveys included, among other
provisions, arrangements for extending the
forecasting period from 10 to 12 months.
For catrle, a second report preparcd on the
basis of the surveys was sent by the Com-
mission to Council (COM (79) 622 final).

During 1979 the section of the CRONOS
data bank devoted to agricultural statistics
was extended by the inclusion of short-term
statistics on crop production: land use. area
and crop statistics from 1955 onwards, fruit
and vegetables from 1965 onwards.

INDUSTRIAL STATISTICS

As regards industrial statistics, 1979 saw the
first appearance of the first of a regular series
of publications covering the results of the
annual industrial survey.
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