














Vegetables Sugar, jam,
Bread and . Milk, cheese Oils and . including honey, syrup, Other food
cereals Meat Fish and eggs fats Fruit potatoes and chocolate and products TOTAL
other tubers confectionery
Belgium 14,5 21,3 86 15,6 3,9 9,2 12,8 9,2 5,0 100,0
Denmark 17,7 27,3 43 15,4 3,5 6,2 9.8 13,3 2,6 100,0
Germany 18,3 26,8 43 13,4 45 8.6 10,2 8,9 5,0 100,0
Greece 12,5 290 7.4 21,3 9,3 9,1 8,3 3,1 0,0 100,0
Spain 14,8 29,8 13,1 14,0 48 8,8 9,4 3,6 1,6 100,0
France 18,6 296 6.4 14,6 2,6 7.4 11,8 51 41 100,0
Ireland 14,2 30,0 26 17,2 3,9 5.1 12,4 9.3 53 100,0
Italy 21,4 282 77 16,0 58 82 8,6 4,0 0.0 100,0
Luxembourg 16,0 33,8 44 140 3,7 7.4 8,2 6,5 59 100,0
Netherlands 18,6 24,3 2.3 18,0 2,9 8,7 11,8 7.3 6.1 100,0
Austria . . . . . . . . . .
Portugal 15,6 30,2 158 12,1 58 7.6 9,8 2,6 0.5 100,0
Finland 16,8 245 4.1 19,4 3,6 6,9 9,1 9.3 6,2 100,0
Sweden . . . . . . . . . .
United Kingdom 18,2 254 4.4 15,7 27 7.0 14,2 53 7.1 100,0
EU-15 18,1 27,3 6,3 15,0 4,1 8,0 10,9 6,2 4,0 100,0
Iceland 18,4 23,1 51 20,4 25 58 8,2 11,5 50 100,0
Norway 11,9 254 7,3 20,6 2,6 6,9 8,7 10,2 6,4 100,0
Table 4: Expenditure on food in EU’ in 1994
Recreation and culture

The share of the budget on recreation and culture the variation in the share of spending is very small.
varied from 3.7 % in Portugal to 12.6 % in Sweden In terms of PPS larger differences occur:

retired households in the EU spent on average
1 210 PPS, whereas the amount for households without
children was about 1815PPS. In Luxembourg,
households with children spent the most in Europe,
around 5 370 PPS.

(Iceland: 13.2 %) in 1994 (Table 5). Households in
Luxembourg spent about 4 431 PPS and households in
Greece 687 PPS. :

Between different types of households within a country,

Household without

Retired household Household with children Other household All households

children
PPS Percent PPS Percent PPS Percent PPS Percent PPS Percent
Belgium 1.740 9.8 2.313 11,0 3.303 11,5 2.494 10,0 2.493 11,0
Denmark 1.598 9,3 2.5612 11,6 3.624 10,4 3.827 13,0 2.064 10,8
Germany 1.856 11,0 2.490 12,0 3.054 10,4 2.744 9,3 2.271 11,0
Greece 130 1,7 382 3.2 732 45 603 3,8 687 39
Spain 367 4.1 901 6,3 1.287 7,4 1.295 6,9 1.311 6,7
France 1.033 5,8 1.598 7,9 2.489 8,0 2179 8,2 1.696 7.6
Ireland 737 7.5 1.289 8,7 2.304 9,5 1.952 8,8 2.041 9,2
Italy 809 7.0 1.210 7,2 1.875 8,4 1.939 8,3 1.815 8,0
Luxembourg 2.301 8,8 3.898 11,8 5.370 11,9 4676 11,0 4.431 11,5
Netherlands 1.348 8,6 1.887 9,8 2.668 9,6 1.790 9,5 1.936 9,5
Austria 1.424 7,9 1.997 8,9 2.738 8,7 2.470 71 1.981 8,2
Portugal 122 2,2 306 3,3 598 43 532 3,8 604 3,7
Finland 1.144 9,4 1.674 11,0 2.884 11,0 2.043 9,6 1.714 10,7
Sweden 1.931 11,0 2.454 13,3 3.584 12,4 2.314 12,5 2.268 12,6
Kingdom 1.194 10,4 2.126 12,3 2777 12,4 2.820 11,2 2,446 12,0
EU-15 1.210 8,2 1.815 9,6 2.495 9,5 2.269 8,9 1.964 9.4
Iceland 2.726 13,1 2.447 12,3 4.515 13,6 4,142 13,0 3.210 13,2
Norway 1.385 11,1 2.167 11,9 3.533 11,9 3.105 11,9 2.126 11,8

Table 5: Expenditure on recreation and culture in 1994 by type of household’’

9) Sweden and Austria are not included.
10) See methodological notes.
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> ESSENTIAL INFORMATION — METHODOLOGICAL NOTES
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This issue of Statistics in Focus draws data from the Household Budget Surveys conducted in all the Member States of the European Union.

The results presented are obtained from Eurostat's micro-data base. In order to obtain comparability Eurostat harmonizes these data in a

process of converting national data into a predefined Community format. EU-15 figures, were computed using the household population size

of each country as a weight.

The survey years do not always coincide with the reference year fixed by Eurostat (see table below). When this is the case, the data are

deflated using the general consumer price index of the country concerned.

The size of the samples varies substantially according to various factors, including budget constraints and the desired accuracy of the

estimate.

Survey years and sample sizes

Total household

Coliection year Size of sample population in 1000s’
Belgium 1995 - 1996 2724 4.044
Denmark 1993 - 1995 2936 2.274
Germany 1993 40 009 36.309
Greece 1993 - 1994 6 756 3.709
Spain 1994 2876 12.007
France 1994 - 1995 9 634 22.807
Ireland 1994 7 877 R 1.127
Italy 1994 33 928 20.411
Luxembourg 1993 3012 152
Netherlands 1994 2050 6.421
Austria 1993 - 1994 6 604 3.013
Portugal 1994 - 1995 10 554 3.243
Finland 1994 - 1895 4 493 2.037
Sweden 1992 3 806 3.830
United Kingdom 1994 6 928 24.250
EU-15 144 187 145.634
Iceland 1995 1375 87
Norway 1992-1994 4 033 1.751

" Source: Labour Force Survey 1994. Census 1990/91 for Austria, Finland, Sweden and Norway

Adult equivalent and Purchasing Power Standards

To take account of economies of scale, an equivalence scale is applied to adjust consumption expenditure for the varying size and
composition of households. A coefficient of 1 is attributed to the first adult, 0.5 to other persons over 13 years of age and 0.3 to children aged
13 years or under (OECD modified scale).

The Purchasing Power Standards (PPS) is used to correct for differences in purchasing power between the countries: a given sum of
money, when converted into different currencies at the PPS rates, will buy the same basket of goods and services in all countries.

Concept of expenditure

The categories of consumption used here correspond to the COICOP-HBS' (Classification of Individual Consumption by Purpose —
Household Budget Survey).

In addition to households' traditional expenditure (purchases in shops, payment of invoices, ec.) “consumption” in Household Budget Survey
includes the own production of households and benefits in kind received. Notional rents are also imputed to owner-occupiers and
households accommodated free of charge. Eurostat has done this imputation for Ireland, France and United Kingdom only using Eurostat
information. This definition of expenditure is close to that of the National Accounts but any comparisons with final household consumption
data from National Accounts should take into account that:

Household Budget Surveys cover only national ‘private households’ excluding institutional households (hospital, etc.) and foreign tourist
consumption.

Household Budget Surveys collect individual data from a representative sample through individual questionnaires. National Accounts may
use other statistical sources (retail sales for instance) to build the final consumption aggregates.

Data collection procedures may affect the comparability of data regarding the main items of consumption such as ‘heatth’ and ‘housing’.

Type of household

Each household is classified into one of the following four types of households: Retired household/One person or couple aged 65 years or
more, Household without children/One person or couple (less than 65 years) without children, Household with children/Couple or single
parent (less than 65 years) with children and Other household.
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