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Since December 1998, direct access to a user-friendly longitudinal users'
database containing "anonymised" ECHP household's and personal microdata is possible through ECHP research contracts stipulating the strict
conditions of data access and use. The previous edition of our Newsletter was
entirely devoted to this key issue of ECHP data availability, and in particular
the latest developments in data anonymisation and dissemination. The main
focus of the present edition is on the first ECHP large-scale publication
("European Community Household Panel (ECHP): Selected indicators from
the 1995 wave"), which will appear in June/July this year and should whet the
appetite of numerous users and encourage an extensive use of this unique
data-set.
Apart from a presentation of this publication, two important topics are covered
in this issue:
>

Future development of the ECHP: In 1994, the ECHP was launched for
a first 3-year round, i.e. the 1994-1996 waves. In 1996, the Statistical
Programme Committee (SPC) meeting, that gathers the Director
Generals of EU National Statistical Institutes (NSIs), approved the
Eurostat proposal to go on with the survey for another 3 years (19971999). On 1-2 June 1999, the future of our instrument in the short and
longer term was discussed at the first meeting of the Directors for Social
Statistics of EU NSIs. Contact at this level offered a precious means to
accelerate the discussion and decision processes of the SPC.

>

Eurostat present activities in income, poverty and social ex clusion
statistics: As already reported in our fourth Newsletter (1/98), Eurostat
activities in this area were re-launched at a High Level Think Tank
meeting in January 1998. One of the outcomes of this meeting was the
setting-up of a Task F orce that met for the first time in March 1998, in
Luxembourg. This Task F orce discussed various technical issues as well
as ways of reporting on social exclusion and poverty statistics. It also
carried out several analyses of EU and national data sources, drawing
extensively on ECHP data. A Working Group first approved the Task
Force's "Recommendations on Social Exclusion and Poverty Statistics" in
October 1998. In November 1998 (Doc. CPS 98/31/2), they were agreed
by the SPC. The Eurostat work programme for 1999 in this area
concentrates on 4 major themes.

Income, poverty and social
exclusion statistics
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ECHP general publication
With the Treaty of Amsterdam, EU Member States have
negotiated, ratified and, since 1 May 1999, implemented
a set of major political commitments. One of these is to
place citizens' rights and employment at the heart of the
EU.

of this publication (aggregates, averages and indices).
This represents a first attempt at the interpretation and
analysis of the data. In pursuing the same analytical
objective, several results are cross-tabulated with
various socio-demographic variables.

In this context, there is an increasing need to acquire
internationally comparable data on the social and
economic conditions of persons and households in the
EU in order to build up knowledge in this area. The
ECHP has clearly a central role in the development of
such socio-economic statistics.

In order to present the general statistical framework of
the publication, a complete set of background statistics
on the national universes (households and persons) and
the distribution of the classification variables used in the
socio-demographic breakdowns is provided in an
Annex. Also annexed are the addresses of the ECHP
National Data Collection Units.

The first ECHP "general publication", which will be
issued very soon, provides results from the 1995 wave
of the ECHP and focuses on three key areas: income,
housing and work. P rior to this publication, some limited
results had been issued, mainly in the context of the
Eurostat Statistics in Focus series.

Main ECHP results included in the publication cover the
following areas:
•

Income: Income components of households and
persons (including earnings from work, private
income and the various social transfers), distribution
of persons by income quantiles (with respective
share of total national income, mean total income per
capita, mean equivalised income received per capita
from main income sources, share of children and
elderly people...), Gini coefficients, low- and highincome thresholds and populations concerned,
subjective and non-monetary indicators of economic
position, assessed minimum income required to
make ends meet, income satisfaction, etc.

•

Housing:
of rooms
amenities
problems,

•

Work: Earnings, job characteristics (supervisory/
non-supervisory
responsibilities,
private/public
sector...), employment history (including experience
of unemployment...), reasons for working part-time,
job search activity, job satisfaction, etc.

This large-scale publication is structured around 3 main
parts:
1) P art A provides information on sampling, reliability
of results, imputation of missing income data,
weighting procedures and calculation methods;
2) P art Β provides the general background information
and the key definitions used;
3) P art C presents the main survey results in the three
domains covered.
Each of the three sections in P art C (C1-C3) starts with
a "specific information background" describing the
sources, concepts, classifications and methods used, as
well as the wording of questions. These short texts are
followed by tables that contain the results. Included are
a large number of indicators, either based on existing
methodology or developed specifically for the purpose

Dwelling type and tenure status, number
in dwelling, overcrowded households,
and housing problems, (re-)payments
housing satisfaction, etc.

Future of the ECHP in the short and longer term
On 1-2 June 1999, the future development of the ECHP
in the short and medium term was discussed at the first
meeting of the Directors for Social Statistics of EU NSIs.
For the near future, the decision is to continue the
existing ECHP for another 3 waves (2000-2002) with
essentially the same structure and similar content.
However:
• minor amendments to the questionnaire could be
envisaged if they are required to meet users' needs
in a satisfactory manner;
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•

an attempt will be made at improving the
representativeness of the national samples through
appropriate sample supplementation, at least in
surveys with heavy and/or selective loss due to
attrition.

Work on these technical issues has already started. As
is often the case, possibilities here will clearly be a
matter of cost, technical resources and timing.
For the longer term, that is after the year 2002, an
open and flexible view on the content and structure for
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an EU-harmonised social survey centred mainly on
income and work will need to be taken.
A Task Force will carefully look at all options. Given the
steps to be taken from now onwards, so as to be ready
with a fully developed integrated solution (with tested
design and procedures) by the end of 2002 at the latest,
this Task Force should be set up during the fourth
quarter of this year.
The content of the future survey will have to be
determined primarily in terms of its role in the European
system of social statistics, and more particularly on how
present and potential information needs can be properly
satisfied. The aim must be to generate information to
support the EU policies, such as those relating to the
Amsterdam Treaty and the Employment Guidelines.
As to the structure and technical arrangements of the
survey, the choice between a panel and a cross-

sectional survey will need to be re-debated. A key issue
is to determine whether the needs for dynamic data
linked at micro level (income with labour, health,
education...), required e.g. for the longitudinal analysis
of social exclusion, justify the complexity and cost of a
multi-purpose panel survey. For those countries in
which this possibility exists, another important issue has
to be investigated: ways of getting comparable data
partly or exclusively from existing national crosssectional surveys and/or administrative registers.
Possible options go therefore from "continuing the
existing ECHP" to "launching a new, fully revised panel
survey" or "launching a multi-purpose EU-harmonised
cross-sectional survey centred essentially on income
and labour (involving, where possible, adaptation of
existing national cross-sectional social surveys)"...
Combinations of both the cross-sectional and panel
approaches are also options that have to be carefully
considered.

Income, poverty and social exclusion statistics
("poverty lines"): these thresholds are now put
at 60% of the median and no longer at 50% of
the mean equivalised income;

The 1999 Eurostat work programme in income, poverty
and social exclusion statistics is conducted with
technical help from the Dutch NSI (CBS). It is focused
on 4 major themes:
•
1) Income methodology: Eurostat has initiated an
inventory of income definitions and concepts
including an assessment of the robustness of the
various income sources used in all 15 Member
States. The goal is to have clear guidelines as to
the treatment of income and income components at
the EU level.
2) Analysis of monetary poverty: The SPC
"Recommendations on Social Exclusion and
Poverty Statistics" of Nov. 1998 specify the ways to
compute different low-income thresholds and
estimates. Calculations along these lines have been
performed using ECHP data from the 1994 and
1995 waves (see also "ECHP general publication"
above). 1996 data will be used later in the year and
it is hoped that some longitudinal analysis can be
carried out as well on all three waves. Two of the
Recommendations depart fundamentally from the
previous practice in EU poverty statistics:
•

eurostat

in order to avoid the impact of extreme values at
both ends of the income distribution, the median
rather than the mean equivalised income are
used for calculating the low-income thresholds

the median and mean equivalised income refer
now to the income distribution of persons rather
than households.

3) Establishment of a framework for analysis of
social exclusion: The starting point is low-income
persons and their labour market status. This group
is analysed in relation to their living conditions in
general - their educational level, health status,
housing situation as well as their subjective
perception of their economic and social conditions.
ECHP data are equally used for these analyses.
4)

Reporting on statistics on poverty and social
exclusion: The Recommendations put emphasis
on the need for clear guidelines for publishing data
in the area as the information will often be politically
sensitive. This includes well-documented information about sources and methods as well as a
thorough check on data quality. The first report on
statistics on social exclusion and poverty is due to
be published by mid 2000.

Further information can be obtained from Lene Mejer:

Tel.: (352)4301-32382
E-mail: lene.mejer@eurostat.cec.be
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Further information:
>

Databases
New Cronos
Theme 3 - Population and social conditions

To obtain information or to order publications, data bases and special sets of data, please contact the Data Shop network:
DANMARK

BELGIQUE/BELGIË

Tel. (32-2) 299 66 66
Fax (32-2) 295 01 25
E-Mail:
datashop.brussels@eijrostatcec.be

STATISTISCHES BUNDESAMT
Eurostat Data Shop Berlin
Otto-Braun-Straße 70-72
D-10178 BERLIN
Tel. (49-30) 23 24 64 27/28
Fax (49-30) 23 24 64 30
E-Mal:
stba-berlin.datashop@t-online.de

LUXEMBOURG

ITALIA-Milano

Tel.(352)43 35 22 51
Fax (352) 43 35 22 221
E-Mail: dslux@eurostaLdatashop.lu

STATISTICS NETHERLANDS
Eurostat Data Shop-Voorburg
pò box 4000
2270 JM VOORBURG
Nederland
Tel. (31-70) 337 49 00
Fax (31-70) 337 59 84
E-Mail: datashop@cbs ni

Fax (358-9) 17 34 22 79
S-posli datashcp tilastofceskus@blastofceskusΤι
ntemetadresse
http //www tilastokeskus h/tkAk/datashcp html

STATISTICS SWEDEN
Information service
Eurostat Data Shop
Karlavägen 100
Box 24 300
S-104 51 STOCKHOLM
Tel. (46-8) 783 48 01
Fax (46-8) 783 48 99
E-Mail: infoservice@scb.se

Tel. (34-91) 583 91 67
Fax (34-91) 579 71 20
E-Mail: datashop.eurostat@ine.es

Eurostat Data Shop
Enquiries & advice and
publications
Office for National Statistics
Customers & Electronic Services Unit
1 Drummond Gate - B1/05
UK-LONDON SW1V2QQ
Tel. (44-171)533 56 76
Fax (44-171 )533 56 88
E-Mail: gloria.ryan@ons.gov.uk

FRANCE
INSEE Info Service
Eurostat Data Shop
195, rue de Bercy
Tour Gamma A
F-75582 PARIS CEDEX 12
Tel. (33-1)5317 88 44
Fax (33-1) 53 17 88 22
E-Mail: datashop@insee.fr

NORGE
Statistics Norway
Library and Information Centre
Eurostat Data Shop
Kongens gate 6
P b . 8131,dep.
N-0033 OSLO
Tel. (47-22) 86 46 43
Fax (47-22) 86 45 04
E-Mail: biblioteket@ssb.no

UNITED KINGDOM

SVERIGE

SUOMI/FINLAND
Eurostat Data Shop, Tilastokirjasto
Postiosoite: PL 2B
FIN-00022 Tilastokeskus
Käyntiosoite: Työpajakatu 13 Β, 2 krs
Helsinki
Tel. (358-9) 17 34 22 21

INE Eurostat Data Shop
Paseo de la Castellana, 183
Oficina 009
Entrada por Estébanez Calderón
E-28046 MADRID

NEDERLAND

Eurostat Data Shop Luxembourg
BP 453
L-2014 LUXEMBOURG
4, rue A. Weicker
L-2721 LUXEMBOURG

ISTAT
Centro di Informazione Statistica Sede di Milano, Eurostat Data Shop
Piazza della Repubblica. 22
1-20124 MILANO
Tel. (39-02)6595133/134
Fax (3902) 65 30 75
E-mail: mileuro@tin.it

ESPANA

DEUTSCHLAND

DANMARKS STATISTIK
Bibliotek og Information
Eurostat Data Shop
Sejregade 11
DK-2100 KØBENHAVN 0
Tel. (45-39) 17 30 30
Fax (45-39) 17 30 03
E-Mail: bib@dst.dk

Eurostat Data Shop
Bruxelles/Brussel
Chaussée d'Etterbeek 13
Etterbeeksesteenweg 13
B-1049 BRUXELLES/ BRUSSEL

UNITED KINGDOM
Eurostat Data Shop
Electronic Data Extractions,
Enquiries & advice - R.CADE
Unit 1L Mountjoy Research Centre
University of Durham
UK - DURHAM DH1 3SW
Tel: (44-191) 374 7350
Fax: (44-191) 384 4971
E-Mail: r-cadefg)dur.ac uk
URL: http://www-rcade dur ac uk

ITALIA - R o m a
ISTAT
Centro di Informazione Statistica
Sede di Roma, Eurostat Data Shop
via Cesare Balbo. 11a
1-00184 ROMA

Tel. (39-06) 46 73 31 05/02
Fax (39-06) 46 73 31 07/01
E-Mail dipdiff@istat.it

PORTUGAL
Eurostat Data Shop Lisboa
INE/Serviço de Difusão
Av. Antonio José de Almeida. 2
P-1000-043 LISBOA
Tel. (351-1)842 6100
Fax (351-1) 842 63 64
E-Mail: data.shop@ine.pt

SCHWEIZ/SUISSE/SVIZZERA
Statistisches Amt des Kantons
Zürich, Eurostat Data Shop
Bleicherweg 5
CH-8090 Zürich
Tel. (41-1)2251212
Fax (41-1)2251299
E-Mail: datashop@zh.ch
Internetadresse:
http://wwwzh.ch/statistik

UNITED STATES O F AMERICA
HAVER ANALYTICS
Eurostat Data Shop
60 East 42nd Street
Suite 3310
USA-NEW YORK. NY 10165
Tel. (1-212)986 93 00
Fax (1-212) 986 58 57
E-Mail: eurodata@haver.com
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Eric MARLIER, Eurostat/E2, Bech Building D2/703, L-2920 Luxembourg, Tel: (352) 4301 34521, Fax: (352) 4301 35979
E-mail: eric.marlier@eurostat.cec.be
ORIGINAL: English
Please visit our web site at http://europa.eu.int/eurostat.html for further information!
A list of worldwide sales outlets is available at the Office for Official Publications of the European Communities.
2 rue Mercier - L-2985 Luxembourg

Tel. (352) 2929 42118 Fax (352) 2929 42709
Internet Address http:(/eur-op.eu.inWr/general/s-ad.htm

e-mail: info.info@opoce.cec.be
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