





Summary of statutory national minimum wages in the European Union
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Date of introduction
in current form

1975

1991

1980

1970

1973

1969

1974

Coverage Private sector All employees All employees Aill employees All employees All employees All employees
employees
aged aged aged aged aged aged aged
21 or over 19 or over for 18 or over 18 or over 18 or over 23 or over 18 or over
non-manual
workers 18 or
over for manual
workers
Method of fixing Negotiation by Annual Set by Set by Set by Set by Set by
social partners negotiation government government government government government
by social
partners
Method of updating  [i. automatic Annually Annually i. automatic i. automatic Twice annually Annually
indexation according according indexation indexation according
ii. periodic to government to government ii. annual ii. periodic to government
review forecasts of forecasts of review review forecasts of
inflation inflation inflation
Type of rate Monthly Monthly for Monthly and daily Hourly Monthly Weekly Monthly
non-manual
workers;
daily for manual
workers;
Present level BEF 43 343 GRD 138 316 ESP 66 630 FRF 39,43 LUF 46 275 NLG 517,80 PTE 56 700
in national per month per month per month per hour per month per week per month
currency ' GRD 6 195 ESP 2 221
per day per day
In force since 1.10.97 1.07.97 1.01.97 1.07.97 1.02.97 1.07.97 1.01.97

'Data presentedin figures 1, 2, 3 and 4 have been adjusted to take into account annual supplementary pay (for example 13th and 14th months).
Source: National Agencies



A Eurostat repont entitled “Minimum Wages, 1997, A comparative study’, to be published shortly
provides background information on basic levels of remuneration for employees in the European
Union (EU) and European Free Trade Association (EFTA) countries as well as in the United States,
Canada and Japan . It outlines the legal framework for minimum wages, the ways in which they are
set, their scope of application, the means of enforcing them and their current levels. It also provides,
when available, some information on the numbers of employees earning minimum rates of pay.

The minimum wages which are examined are those which are either fixed directly by government or
are otherwise legally enforceable. The study is not intended to inciude the full range of agreements
arrived at between employers and employees but rather to give an overall account of the situation.
The position concerning minimum wages is given on a country-by-country basis. The main emphasis
is on the current situation in each country, but some attempt is also made to summarise the historical
processes involved.
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