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Romania and the European 

Union 

Tim Allen 

Over the past decade, Romania imported more than it exported. Trade 

relations with the EU accounted for 60% of overall trade throughout the 

period, while Italy and Germany were its main trading partners in 1999. 

The same year, its exports amounted to the equivalent of a fourth of its 

GDP, which was small in comparison to many other Eastern European 

countries. In 1999 imports declined for the first time in the past ten 

years. Romania ranked 31
st

 among EU export markets in 1999. 

Fig. 1: Romania's foreign trade 
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Exports stand at a fourth of GDP 

Romanias economy has seen volatile growth and high inflation during much 

of the 1990s. Real GDP contracted in particular over the past few years -

first figures for 1999 seem to confirm this trend -, while its GDP per capita 

was one of the lowest of all candidate countries and its inflation rate stood at 

almost 46% (see table bottom of page 3). Reflecting this contraction in GDP. 

Romania's imports declined in 1999, while export growth resumed after 

stagnating in 1998. EU data for 1999 show an increase in Romanian exports 

together with almost unchanged import figures vis-à-vis the EU. 

Considering the whole decade (see figure 1), imports and exports evolved in 

a more or less stable manner. Imports gained more pace in 1995 and 

almost doubled by 1998. Throughout the period, Romania imported more 

than it exported while its trade gap was narrowest in 1994 - although it 

narrowed again substantially in 1999. Its trade deficit was mostly with non-

EU countries. 

Overall, Romania imported goods worth around 10 bn euro while it exported 

roughly 8 bn euro worth in 1999. Both imports and exports represented the 

equivalent of less than a third of GDP. In terms of exports, this was less than 

the top exporting nations among the emerging economies of Central Europe 

managed in 1998, such as Estonia (exports reaching 63% of GDP), Hungary 

(48%) or the Czech Republic (46%). 
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EU favourite trading partner 

In 1999, roughly 60% of Romania's 

trade was carried out with the EU 

(see table 1). When ranked in 

importance as export markets, four 

EU Member states were among the 

top five destinations, while in 

particular Italy was the single most 

important partner. In a similar 

manner, four out of five top 

importing nations where from the 

EU. Trade figures vis-à-vis Russia 

were on the decline - as most other 

candidate countries experienced, as 

well - probably due to the Russian 

financial crisis, which has seen 

Russian demand and supply of 

traded goods dry up. 

Only a small fraction of Romania's 

exports was in primary products, 

while manufactured goods 

represented the bulk of sales 

abroad. The proportion of primary 

versus manufactured products 

traded between 1991-98 changed 

quite substantially since trade in 

manufactured goods increased 

almost fourfold over the period (see 

figure 2). 

Similar to Luxembourg 

How would Romania's external 

trade statistics feature amongst 

those of EU Member states? For 

example (see ratios in figure 3), 

Romania exported a little more than 

Luxembourg (EU intra + extra 

exports) in 1999, slightly less than 

Greece and substantially less than 

most other EU Member states. Its 

imports and cover ratio were close 

to those for Luxembourg. In general, 

Romania's trade figures in 1999 

compare closest to Luxembourg 

among EU Member States . Among 

candidate countries, its trade figures 

compare to those of Slovenia, but 

are substantially lower than those of 

the Czech Republic, Turkey, 

Hungary and Poland. 

Tab. 1 Romania's trade by main partners, 1999 

Partners 

Total 

EU-15 

Italy 

Germany 

Russian Fed. 

France 

Utd Kingdom 

Total 

EU-15 

Italy 

Germany 

France 

Turkey 

Utd Kingdom 

1998 1999 

(Mio euro) 

Share in 

1999 

Variation 

99/98 

(%) 

Annual 

variation 

99/94 

(%) 

10 559 

5 941 

1 820 

1 781 

947 

685 

348 

7 405 

4 764 

1 629 

1 448 

438 

268 

266 

9 751 

5 888 

1 911 

1 667 

663 

653 

410 

7 980 

5 229 

1 859 

1 404 

495 

« o 

391 

Imports 

100.0 

60.5 

19.6 

17.1 

6.8 

6.7 

4.2 

Exports 

100.0 

65.5 

23.3 

17.6 

6.2 

5 5 

4.9 

-7.7 

-0.9 

5.0 

-6.4 

-30.0 

-4.6 

17.6 

7.8 

9.8 

14.1 

-3.0 

13.0 

638 

47.1 

10.3 

16.3 

22.4 

9 8 

-4.2 

17.4 

18.2 

9.1 

16.2 

22.8 

11.2 

13.4 

15.8 

19.4 

For comparison (%) 

Share in 

GDP 

CEC total trade 

World trade 

Imports 

1998 1999 

Exports 

1998 1999 

Balance 

1999 

28.6 

6.9 

0.3 

30.5 

0.2 

20.1 

6.6 

0.2 

25.0 

0.2 

-5.5 

Sources: CNS of Romania; IMF. 

Fig. 2: Romanian trade by product group 
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Fig. 3: Romania in comparison1 to EU Member states, 1999 
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Sources: CNS of Romania, Eurostat. 

1
 The import ratios above are calculated by dividing the value of Romania's total Imports 

by the value of total Imports of each Member state - hence a ratio close to one implies that 

total import values are very similar. Export ratios are calculated accordingly. 
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Italy leads the way 
As mentioned above, external trade 
relations with the EU were of 
considerable importance to 
Romania. Conversely, Romania was 
the EU's 31st most important export 
market. In particular Italy (probably 
due to linguistic and cultural ties) 
and Germany were the single most 
important trading partners among 
EU Member States. Each absorbed 
roughly one third of Romanian 
exports into the EU and were behind 
slightly less than a third of EU 
exports. They were followed by 
France and the UK (see table 2). 
The EU reported that imports from 
Romania rose between 1998-99, 
while exports remained virtually 
u n c h a n g e d . R u m a n i a i idd ά 
negative trade balance vis-à-vis the 

EU and most of its Member States -

similar to many other candidate 

countries, which generally import 

more from the EU than they export 

in return. 

EU-Romanian trade by product saw 

the EU mostly importing consumer 

and intermediary goods from 

Romania (see table 3), while exports 

consisted of a large share of 

intermediary and equipment goods. 

EU imports in consumer goods from 

Romania became increasingly 

important over the past years, while 

their share in total imports (more 

than 50 %) was exceptionally high in 

comparison to trade with other 

candidate countries. 

Tab 2 EU-Romania trade by Member states, 1999 

Reporter 

EU-15 

Β 

DK 

D 

EL 

E 

F 

IRL 

I 

L 

NL 

A 

Ρ 

FIN 

S 

UK 

Imports 

1999 

(Mio euro) 

5 763 

181 

19 

1 709 

197 

110 

580 

3 

1 942 

1 

271 

265 

26 

4 

50 
ΛίΧΙ 

I 

Share 99/98 
(%) 

100.0 
3.1 
0.3 

29.7 
3.4 
1.9 

10.1 
0.1 

33.7 
0.0 
4.7 
4.6 
0.5 
0.1 
0.9 
7.1 

12.2 

-9.9 
10.0 
11.9 
48.7 
23.2 

-43.7 
13.2 

9.5 
6.2 

52.8 
-71.8 
11.9 
16.2 

Exports 

1999 
(Mio euro) 

6 299 
207 

50 
1 994 

198 
71 

648 
27 

1 920 
3 

277 
357 

8 
28 

143 
366 

Share 99/98 

(%) 
100.0 

3.3 
0.8 

31.7 
3.1 
1.1 

10.3 
0.4 

30.5 
0.0 
4.4 
5.7 
0.1 
0.4 
2.3 
5.8 

0.0 

-7.6 
-3.4 
9.7 

-18.8 
-7.1 
-0.7 
7.5 

-1.8 
-5.0 
-2.5 

-32.3 
0.1 
6.7 

Balance 

1999 
(Mio euro) 

536 
27 
32 

285 
1 

-39 
68 
24 

-21 
2 
6 

92 
-18 
24 
94 

-40 

Source: Eurostat. 

Tab 3 EU-Romania trade by product classified by type of use, 1999 
( Reporter: EU-15, partner: Romania) 

Product groups 

(CEA) 

Agricultural products 

Food products 

Consumer goods 

Automobile 

Equipment goods 

Intermediary goods 

Energy 

Miscellaneous products 

Imports 

1999 
(Mio euro) 

203 

68 

2 985 

71 

622 

1 755 

27 

20 

Share 

in total 

Annual 
variation 

99/96 

(%) 
3.5 

1.2 

51.9 
1.2 

10.8 

30.5 

0.5 

0.4 

37.0 

4.9 

18.6 

6.5 

31.9 

11.7 

-17.7 

2.7 

Exports 

1999 
(Mio euro) 

73 

175 

1 303 

311 

1 481 

2 621 

96 

84 

Share 

in total 

Annual 
variation 

99/96 

(%) 
1.2 

2.8 

21.2 
5.1 

24.1 

42.7 

1.6 
1.4 

5.4 

-13.5 

18.7 

21.4 

8.7 

14.9 

-12.5 

-10.9 

Source: Eurostat. 

ESSENTIAL INFORMATION - METHODOLOGICAL NOTES 

I^.cpunr/j/aagreaates: EU: EU-15. 
CECs (Central European Countries): 
Albania, Bulgaria, Hungary, Poland, 
Romania, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Bosnia-
Herzegovina, Croatia and Slovenia; Czech 
Republic, Slovakia, Serbia Montenegro and 
the Former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia. 
QßE.jgurcesj Customs sources. Eurostat 
Comext database: Phare domain for 
Romania's trade with the rest of the world. 
EEC special trade domain for bilateral trade 
between the EU and Romania. Divergences 
between the two sources on figures 
concerning bilateral trade can be partly 
explained by the use of different 

eurostat 

methodologies and concepts. 
System: Specialtrade. 
ClasÆCåtioni in figure 2: primary products: 
sections l-V of the Harmonised system (HS); 
manufactured articles: HS sections VI-XXI. 
The nomenclature used in table 3 (CEA or 
Classification for Economic Analysis) facilitates 
the analysis of macroeconomic issues 
(production, investment, consumption, 
employment, etc.) by offering indicators that 
are less geared to production analysis. 

SfMEiCßJ.Myß-?- EU: va lues C IF for i m P o r t s 

and FOB for exports; Romania: CIF/FOB. 
In this report, 1 Bn euro- 1000 million euro 

Basic figures for 1999 

Population (Mio) 
GDP/capita (in PPS) 
Unemployment rate 
Inflation rate 

Romania 
22.5 

5 700 
6.8% m 

45.8% <2> 

EU-15 
375.3 

21190 
9.2% 
1.2% 

(11 provisional <2> PROXY HICP. 

See also "Eurostat Statistics in focus, External 
trade, no 1/97, Romania's external trade" 
which you can order. 
For further information, please consult 
www. europa, eu.int/comm/eurostat 
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Further information: 
> Reference publications 

Title External and intra-EU trade - monthly statistics 

Catalogue No CA-AR-OO-004-EN-C Price EUR 20 

> Databases 

Comext: Domains EC Special Trade, PHARE 

To obtain information or to order publications, databases and special sets of data, please contact the Data Shop network: 

BELGIQUE7BELGIË 

Eurostat Data Shop 

BruxcllcsiBrussel 

Planistat Belgique 

124 Rue du Commerce 

Handelsstraat 124 

B-1000 BRUXELLES / BRUSSEL 

Tel. (32-2) 234 67 50 

Fax (32-2) 234 67 51 

E-Mail: datashop@planistatbe 

I T A L I A - M i l a n o 

ISTAT 

Ufficio Regionale per la Lombardia 

Eurostat Data Shop 

Via Fieno 3 

1-20123 MILANO 

Tel. (39-02) 8061 32460 

Fan (39-02) 8061 32304 

E-mail: mileuro@lin.it 

SUOMI /F INLAND 

D A N M A R K D E U T S C H L A N D ESPANA FRANCE ITAL IA - R o m a 

DANMARKS STATISTIK 

Bibliotek og Information 

Eurostat Data Shop 

SejragadeH 

DK-2100 KØBENHAVN 0 

Tel. (45-39) 17 30 30 

Fax (45-39) 17 30 03 

E-Mail: bib@dsLdk 

STATISTISCHES BUNDESAMT 

Eurostat Data Shop Berlin 

Otto-Braun-StrafSe 70-72 

D-10178 BERLIN 

Tel. (49-30) 23 24 64 27/28 

Fax (49-30) 23 24 64 30 

E-Mail: 

datashop@statistjk-bund.de 

INE Eurostat Data Shop 

Paseo de la Castellana, 183 

Oficina 009 

Entrada por Estèbanez Calderón 

E-28046 MADRID 

Tel. (34-91)583 9167 

Fax (34-91) 579 71 20 

E-Mail: datashop.eurostat@ine.es 

L U X E M B O U R G N E D E R L A N D NORGE 

INSEE Info Service 

Eurostat Data Shop 

195. rue de Bercy 

Tour Gamma A 

F-75582 PARIS CEDEX 12 

Tel. (33-1) 53 17 88 44 

Fax (33-1) 53 17 88 22 

E-Mail: daiashop@insee.fr 

P O R T U G A L 

ISTAT 

Centro di Informazione Statistica 

Sede di Roma, Eurostat Data Shop 

Via Cesare Balbo, 11a 

1-00184 ROMA 

Tel (39-06) 46 73 31 02/06 

Fax (39-06) 46 73 31 01/07 

E-Mail: dipdlff@lstal ¡I 

SCHWEIZ/SUISSE/SVIZZERA 

Eurostat Data Shop Luxembourg 

BP 453 

L-2014 LUXEMBOURG 

4. rue A. Weicker 

L-2721 LUXEMBOURG 

Tel.(352)43 35 22 51 

Fax (352) 43 35 22 221 

E-Mail: dslux@eurostatdatashop.lu 

SVERIGE 

STATISTICS NETHERLANDS 

Eurostat Data Shop-Voorburg 

pò box 4000 

2270 JM VOORBURG 

Nederland 

Tel. (31-70)337 49 00 

Fax (31-70) 337 59 84 

E-Mail: datashop@cbs.nl 

Statistics Norway 

Library and Information Centre 

Eurostat Data Shop 

Kongens gate 6 

P. b 8131. dep. 

N-0033 OSLO 

Tel (47-22) 86 46 43 

Fax (47-22) 86 45 04 

E-Mail: datashop@ssb.no 

Eurostat Data Shop Lisboa 

INE/Serviço de Difusão 

Av. António José de Almeida, 2 

P-1000-043 LISBOA 

Tel. (351-21)842 61 00 

Fax (351-21) 842 63 64 

E-Mail: data.shop@ine pt 

Statistisches Amt des Kantons 

Zürich. Eurostat Data Shop 

Bleicherweg 5 

CH-8090 Zünch 

Tei. (41-1) 225 12 12 

Fax (41-1) 225 12 99 

E-Mail: datashop@zh.ch 

Internetadresse: 

http://www.zh.ch/stafistik 

UNITED K INGDOM UNITED K INGDOM UNITED S T A T E S OF AMERICA 

Eurostat Data Shop Helsinki 

Tilastoklrjasto 

Postiosoite PL 2B 

Käyntiosoite: Työpajakatu 13 B. 2 krs 

FIN-00022 Tilastokeskus 

Tel. (358-9)17 34 22 21 

Fax (358-9) 17 34 22 79 

S-posti dalashop tilaslokeskus@tilastokeskus fi 

Intemelaoresse 

hllpV/*** tilastokeskus MkAk/dalêshop hltrt 

STATISTICS SWEDEN 

Information service 

Eurostat Data Shop 

Karlavagen 100-Box 24 300 

S-104 51 STOCKHOLM 

Tel (46-8) 50 69 48 01 

Fax (46-8) 50 69 48 99 

E-Mail: ¡nfoservice@scb.se 

URL: http://www.scb.se/info/datashop/ 

eudatashop.asp 

Eurostat Data Shop 

Enquiries & advice and 

publications 

Office for National Statistics 

Customers & Electronic Services Unit 

1 Drummond Gate-B1/05 

UK-LONDON SW1V 2QO 

Tel. (44-171)533 56 76 

Fax (44-1633) 812 762 

E-Mail: eurostatdatashop@ons.gov.uk 

Eurostat Data Shop 

Electronic Data Extractions, 

Enquiries & advice ■ R.CADE 

Unit 1L Mountioy Research Centre 

University of Durham 

UK - DURHAM DH1 3SW 

Tel: (44-191) 374 7350 

Fax: (44-191) 384 4971 

E-Mail: r-cade(5idur.ac.uk 

URL: http://www-rcade dur.ac.uk ' 

HAVER ANALYTICS 

Eurostat Data Shop 

60 East 42nd Street 

Suite 3310 

USA-NEW YORK. NY 10165 

Tel. (1-212) 986 9300 

Fax (1-212) 986 58 57 

E-Mail: eurodata@haver.com 

Media Support Eurostat (for professional journalists only). 

Bech Building Office A3/48 · L-2920 Luxembourg · Tel. (352) 4301 33408 ■ Fax (352) 4301 32649 · e-mail: eurostat-mediasupport@cec.eu.lnt 

For information on methodology 

Tim Allen, Eurostat/C4, L-2920 Luxembourg, Tel. (352) 4301 35098, Fax (352) 4301 34339, E-mail: timothy.allen@cec.eu.int 
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