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Mr. President, distinguished Members of the Commission.

May I begin by thanking you for the warm welcome you have extended to my
wife and me herc today and may I also say how honoured I am to have received
your invitation to visit the Commission.

Allow me, Mr. Prcsident and Membors of the Commission, to relate a short
historical anccdote

Every Irish person, arriving herc¢ in Brussels, remembers another visit

made to Brusscls on November 7th, 1507 by Hugh O'Neill, who a few years
earlier had bcen virtually the uncrowned King of Ireland, O'Neill landed

in France near Cactn. After his visit to the Netherlands, O'Neill passed
close by Luxc1bovrg, entered Germany, crossed the Alps and arrived in Rome
on May 29th, 1500 He is the last Irish Chief who visited 21l the countrics
of the Community of the Six. It was not unfortunately, an official visit,
For my part I rcjoice at the happy circumstances of my visit.

The past two years have seen dramatic shifts in the centres of world
financial and cconomic power. We all have to adapt ourselves to thesc
changes. The adccuacy of our response to them will depend on the guality
of the leaderchinp provided by the Governments of the Member States and by
the institutions of the Community.

It is twenty-five ycars since Robert Schuman in his speech of 9th May 1950,
spoke of a nev Zurppe that would be made, not all at once, but built
through achicvements, which would fast create a de facto solidarity.

Achievements in that period havc been substantial and indeced it is now
possiblce to say that many of the original objectives of the founding

fathers of the Community have been rcalised. The spectre of fratricidal

war has been beniched from Western Burope, and in peace our peoples

have attained unprecedented standards of living. Morcover, through the adoption
and implementation of common policies the €ommunity has given ample evidcnce
of its concern to ensure that this prosperity is fairly distributed. and that
the Europe we crc building is bascd not only on the principles of political
democracy but also on the ideals and the realitics of social justice. It

is those qualitice of justice, compassion and concern for the weak and
underprivilegoed which can be the inspiring feature of the Community both

in its internal policies and in its relations with other countries, parti-
cularly thosc of the third world.

As the princinal initiating body of the Communities the Commission has a
special role to play in the development of a strong and integrated Iuropec.

You Mr. President in your address to the Turopean Parliament on 18th

February last outlined the coursc of that future development, the Commission's
vision of how Yuropcan integration will evolve and the practical steps to

be taken to achicve it. It was a rcaffirmation too of the Commission's

role of presenting to the peoples of Europe not just those sectional policics
dictated by the cconomic exigencies of the moment, but also providing the
concept of a Lurope in which its citizens can not only live and prosper but

of which they con be proud.



