SPFEECH BY PRESIDENT ORTOLI v

ON_THE OCCASION OF THE SIGNING OF THE IOilli CCHVENTION

(Lom&, 28 February 1975)

Mr President,
Your Dxcellencies,

Ladics and Gentlemen,

The moment has come for us to sign, and thereby seal, the Lomé
Convention, the culmination of more than 20 rnonths of long and
difficult negotiations between the Governments of the African,
Caribbean and Pacific countri=s on one side and the Luropcan Community

on the other,

First of all, as is, I think, cnly right and proper, I chould
like to acclaim the work and talent of the negotiators from our vorious
countries,. The tribute the Commission pays them is of the same order

as the excepticnal results which have been obtained,

Over and above the optimism and congratulations that arec usual in
such circumstances, all of us, I believe, feel that the event we are
participating in today is a major turning-point in the hkistory of
international econonic relations in the second half of the twentieth

century, indeed in history ac a whole.
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1. The very fact that it has been possible to conclude an interna-
tional agreement between nearly 50 developing countries and the nine
Europeau_éountries making up the Community is a unique phenomenon.

It 4s all the more remarkable in that the new Convention has not
been negotiated between countries in isolation but between organized

groups of States.

Developing countries from a whole region = geveral regions in
fact - acting together, and with a single spokesman, were able to bring
long und difficult bargaining to a successful conclusion. In spite of
the diversity of situations in the various States you vere perfectly
united to the end, This present day reality which will continue in the future

must be welcomed as a facter of majer importance.

Thus, we have proof = and this is one of the most important lessons
to be learned from the Lomé Convention « that regional groups of éoun-
tries make for more effective, better balanced and fairer internatiocnzl
collaboration thah any which could be established by Stutes acting
singly, vhose right to equality is cften difficult to translate intc
fact,.

What is more and this should be emphasized too, the progress made
under these conditions has not led to the formation of inward-looking
blecs, for the negotiations which we are concludirg toduy have in no woy
caused the ACP countries to cut themselves off from other developing

countriese. C

-
5 these negotistions
have also wmude it possible to win acceptance, in a particularly efifective
menner, for fresh ideas whose beneficizl effect will, we hope, grudually

permeate all relations betwecn industrialized and developing countrics.

For Iurope too the negotiations were marked by cohesion znd unity,.
By forging:links of partnership £ withfthe peoples of Africa, the
Caribbean and the Pacific, the Community as a whole has proved itself

able to undertake an overdll policy'which should make an effective
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contribution to the development of non-industrialized countries,(

For it is clear that the European Community does not regard the Lomé
Convention simply as an instrument of development for the ACP States-
alone; it is also a fundamental component of comprehensive cooperation
with all developing countries.
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At the very moment when EBurope is being cruelly hit-ﬁy the world
crisis and the bases for its economic expansion and prosperity are
being called into question, such an attitude = and in particular the
financial effort which it requires - shows coanvincingly how far the
Lom2 Conventiocn is based on an act of deliberate political will and
a profound and lasting commitment by the Community.

2o Quite apart from the special circunmstances in which the Lomé
Convention was negotiated, its originality and its importance lie also,
and perhaps above all, in its content,

Never = and I am not exaggerating here, but merely describe the
facts = have relations between industrialized countries and developing
countries been defined by an agreenment whic@ is so complete and which
aims to provide a comprehensive response to so many problems of such
complexity. Witness the provisions on finanecial uid, on access to
narkets or on the stabilization of export carnings, titness, with
regard to sugar, the reciprocal undertukings on such matters as delivery
guarantees and minimum price guarantees linked to the prices offered to
Community producerse lidtness also the organization of systematic
cooperation for the industrizlization of the developing countries,
Wiitness lastly the establishment of an instituticnal framework to provide
a vehicle for regular meetinss and contacts = not only at the level of
governments and the representatives of the people, but also between trade
unions end industrialists. The Lomé& Convention, which brings together
this whole arsenal of resources and provisions, represents in the field
of international cooperation the most comprehensive and thoroughgoing

attack yel made on poverty and underdevelopnent,

Of course any ambition to conclude the great dehate on relations
between developed and developing countries as of today is not possible,
but we can pride ourselves on having managed to set up a very wide
range of instruments of cooperation. Some have already proved their
worth, for the Convention we are about to sign will be based partly oa
the experience of previous agreements concluded between the Community
and a number of African States. But others are entirely new and take
into uaccount the necds born of the international econonic developments
of the past few years and the choices clearly expressed by the develope

ing countries,
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Though financial aid is still necessary - even fundamental for a
number of particularly ncedy countries = it cannot remain the only

method of development cooperation,:

This is why we wished to open
the European market to products from the /AiCP States and give them access
to our technology and knowhow as part of intensive industrial cooperatiou.

This is also why we have established a mechanisn for stabilizing
export earnings which involves the principle of compencsating States that
are victims of the hazards and confusion reigning on the raw materials

narkets.

- -
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This is an immensely important imn#évation beceus= it dEmpmmkraieExs demmnstr;tvu

a concern to provide an irmediate practical rezronse to 2 real and imvortant

problem. - - - -

L

.- "

Such innovations at any rate highligat, in deseds aé well as in
words, Europz's sincere desire to contribute towérds establishins a neow
type of rclations on a basis of equality and having regaerd for the

~independence and individual identities of the partners. In so doing
these innovaticons undeniably demonstrate = and this perhaps is thne wost
important thing - Zurope's wish to establish with tlie developinyg coun-
tries long=tern links of economic interdcpendence whica would be a

better guarantee of progress and coaplementary action than any treatye.

This choice, this basic, deliberate, conscious opting for solidarity
will, I am sure, have a considerable impact on the worlid. The redefin-
ing of relations between rich and poor countries, betwcen producers znd
consumers of raw materials, betveen industrialized economies and primary
producer econonmies, is the vital issue of our tiue. <he conclusion of
the Lomé Ccnvention proves that it is possible - beccuse we have had, on
both sides, the will, the imagination, and I would say the couraze to
make it possible = to bring about the difficult birth of & new world

order through cooperation, not confrontaticn, From this point of vicu,
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today's agreement serves as an example; at a time when in many
international forums the strategy of confrontation seems to be
prevailing too often, the Lom& Convention combines the long-term
preoccupations and ‘objectives common to all the peoples of our
planet into a single vision of their future: that of a community

of civilization as mucﬁ as of interests.

But tho Lomé Convention countries have not only opted for a
strategy based on cooperation and refusing confrontation; they have
settled another fundamental question concerning the future of
relations between the developing and the industrialized countries,

a problem which sets the theorists and dogmatists agzinst those
wvho beliceve in real progress demonstrated bj facts, ind 1 think
they have settled this great question ver{dgenzibly by choosing

) ] hin an overall approach:
the path of practical, tangible achlevementgi -financiul aid which

some may still find {co limited but which is in fact very impertant;
_ . and machinery for stabilizing the cxporl earnings,

which though probably not perfect is cerizinly an appreciable

si2p forward,

Mr President, may the spirit of friendship ond the ideal
of justice which have brougut us together here in Loni today inspire
relations betwecen industrialized and developing couniries more and
wore profoundly and thus make the new Convention a decisive landuzari

in the history of the comaunity of mankind.



Y :

KOMMISSIONEN FOR DE EUROPAISKE FALLESSKABERS — KOMMISSION DER EUROPAISCHEN GEMEINSCHAFTEN- IP(75)41
COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN _COMMUNITIES - COMMISSION DES COMMUNAUTES EUROPEENNES -
COMM .:SIONE DELLE COMUNITA EUROPEE -~ COMMISSIE VAN DE EUROPESE GEMEENSCHAPPEN

oo.o.b...-olln.....OI.!t.!.l.l0...l’t..n..tooocn...i.......oll..to.oovil.o.o-otnno
® 000 o8 00O *® & o ® [ X X J e ooeo o000 0O & o L J
e o [ N 2 ® [ ] e O 90000000000 OCSOIOGTS [ 4 L ] [ ] [ X J [ ] [ ]
e o e 00009CO L 2 ) 09O O0Q0O00OCPOTDO (X X R J ® ¢ @ o o

TALSMANDENS - GRUPPE
SPRECHERDGRUPPE

SPOKESMAN'S: GROUP PRESSE MEDDELELSE |NFORMATIUN A I_A PRESSE

GROUPE DU PORTE~-PAROLE

ot %oel"earilece . MITTEILUNG AN DIE PRESSE  INFORMAZIONE ALLA STAMPA
coresy v © PRESS-RELEASE ~ ~  MEDEDELING AAN DE PERS
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EXTRACTS FROM THE SPEECH BY PRESIDENT - @RTOLI ON THE OCCASIQN
OF THE SIGNING. OF THE LOME CONVENTION. .
(Lomé, 28 FebruarJ 1975)

: "The event we are. nartlclpatlng in today is a magor turnlng-p01nt 1n the
hlstory of international economic relations in the second: half of the twentleth
§ century, indeed.in history as a wholeeosa" B '

T °..The new Conventlon has not been negotlated between countrles in 1solat10n
but between organized groups of States. - ;

f Developlng countries from. a whole region — several reglons 1n fact - actlng :

- together; and with a single spokesman, were able to bring long and dlfflcult
. bargaining to a suooessful .conclusion. - -

. Thus, we have proof that reglonal groups:of countrles make for more effectlve,

. better balanced and fairer international collaboration than.any which could be
established by States acting singly, whose right to equality-is often '
difficult to translate into fact. This present day reality which will
cortinue in the friure must be welcomed as a factor of major importance.

What is mcre, the negotiations which we are concluding today have in no way
caused the ACP countries to cut themselves off from other developing countries..."

"...It is clear that the Buropean Community does not regard the Lomé
Convention simply as an instrument of development for the ACP States alone;
it is also a fundamental component of comprehensive cooperation with all
developing countries.

At the very moment when Europe is being cruelly hit by the world crisis and
the bases Tor its economic expansion and prosperity are being called into
question, such an attitude -~ and in particular the financial effort which it
requires -~ shows convincingly how far the Lomé Convention is based on an act
of deliberate political will and a. profound and lasting commitment by the
Community.™

2."Quite apart from the special circumstances in which the Lomé Convention
was negotiated, its originality and its importance lie also, and perhaps above
call, in its content.

The Lomé Convention, which brings together this whole arsenal of resources

and provisions, represents in the field of international cooperation the most
comprehensive and thoroughgoing attack yet made on poverty and underdevelopment.
Witness the provisions on financial aid, on access to markets or on the
stabilization of export earnings. Nltness, with regard to sugar, the reciprocal
undertakings on such matters as delivery gunarantees and minimum price guarantees
linked to the prices offered to Community producers. Witness also the organization
of gystematic cooperation for the industrialization of the developing countries.
Witness lastly the establishment of an institutional framework to provide a

vehicle for regular meetings and contacts - not only at the level of governments
and the representatives of the people, bub also helween lrade unions and
industrialistsc..” o/.
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"Though financial aid is still necessary, even fundamental for a number of
particularly needy countries, it cannot remain the only method of development
cooperation. This is why we wished to open the European market to products
from the ACP States and give them access to our technology and knowhow as

part of intensive industrial cooperation.

This is also why we have established a mechanism for stabilizing export
earnings which involves the principle of compensating States that are victims
of the hazards and confusion reigning on the raw materials markets: this is
an immensely important innovation because it demonstrates a concern to provide
an 1mmed1@te pra ctlc l response to a real and important problemc.."

fSuch 1nnovatlons undenlably demonstrate Europe s wish to establish with the
developing countries. 10;1g- er,m,,}.;ms of teconomic.. 1nte;cd§:pendence which would
be a better guarantee of Pre @,ﬁsgAandkccmplementar;Waothnvthan any treatyoocs"

i"Thc redefining of relations between rich and poor countries, between produoers
and consumers. of raw-miaterials, between 1ndustr1allzed economies and primary "
producerfeconom1e59‘¢o the vital issue 6f ‘cur time. ‘The conclusion of the Lomé
Convention proves that it is possible —"becaugé we havé Had,; on both. sidesy’
the will, the, 1wag1n3t10n, and T would say the courage to make it possible =

to brlnf'abeu“ thc‘ﬁifficﬁlt birth of &> ‘hew “Wworld order through oooperatlon,¢=~°
not confrontation. From this point of view,. +4odayts agreement serves as an
example; at-a time when in many intermatiochal forums thé:strategy of  con-
frontation seems to be prévailing too often, the Lomé Corivention- combines
the long-term preoccupation and objectives common to allthe peoples of our -
planet - Ainto s sirgle vision of “their future: ' that of a community of V-
01V1llzatlon as wuch as of 1nterestse‘i e R ’ B
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(LOME, LE 28 FEVRIER 1975)

MONSIEUR LE PRESIDENT DE LA REPUBLIQUE,
MESSIEURS LES PRESIDENTS,

MESSIEURS LES MINISTRES,

EXCELLENCES,

MESDAMES, MESSIEURS,

VOICI DONC VENU LE MOMENT DE CONSACRER, PAR LA SIGNATURE DE LA
CONVENTION DE LOME, L 'ABOUTISSEMENT DE NEGOCIATIONS LONGUES ET DIFFI-
CILES, ENTAMEES IL Y A PLUS DE 20 MOIS ENTRE LES GOUVERNEMENTS DES
PAYS D'AFRIQUE, DES CARAIBES ET DU PACIFIQUE D'UN COTE ET LA
COMMUNAUTE EUROPEENNE DE L 'AUTRE.

JE VOUDRAIS TOUT D‘'ABORD, CAR CELA EST, JE CROIS, JUSTE ET LEGITINME,
SALUER LES EFFORTS ET LE TALENT DES NEGOCIATEURS DE NOS DIFFELRENTS
PAYS. L'HOMMAGE QUE LA COMMISSION ENTEND LEUR RENDRE EST A LA

MESURE DES RESULTATS EXCEPTIONNELS QUI ONT ETE OBTENUS.

AU-DELA DE L'OPTIMISME DE RIGUEUR LT DES SATISFECIT D'USAGE EN DE
SEMBLABLES CIRCONSTANCES, NOUS AVONS. , EN EFFET , TOUS CONSCIENCE QUE
L*'EVENEMENT AUQUEL NOUS PARTICIPONS AUJOURD "HUI CONSTITUE UN TOURNANT
IMPORTANT DANS L°'HISTOIRE DES RELATIONS ECONOMIQUES INTERNATIONALES
DE LA SECONDE MOITIE DU XXEME SIECLE, C'EST-A-DIRE DANS L'HISTOIRE
TOUT COURT .

l. LE FAIT MEME QU'UN ACCORD INTERNATIONAL AIT PU ETRE CONCLU ENTRE
PRES DE 50 PAYS EN VOIE DE DEVELOPPEMENT ET LES NEUFS PAYS EUROPEENS
RASSEMBLES DANS LA COMMUNAUTE REPRESENTE EN EFFET UN PHENOMENE TOUT
A FAIT UNIQUE.
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Ct PHENOMENE APPARAIT D'AUTANT PLUS REMARQUABLE QUE LA NOUVELLE
CONVENTION N' PAS ETE NEGOCIEE PAR DES PAYS ISUGLES MAIS PAR DES
GRUUPES ORGANISES D 'ETATS.

S'AG1SSANT DES PAYS EN VOIE DE DEVELOPPEMENT, UNE REGION ENTIERE
- PLUSIEURS REGIONS MEME - ONT SU MENER A BIEN, COLLECTIVEMENT, DE
LONGUES ET DIFFICLES TRACTATIONS PAR L "INTERMED IAIRE D'UN SEUL
PORTE-PAROL

« MALGRE XKLA DIVERSFVTE DES SITUATIONS DES DIFFERENTS
ETATS, CETTE UNITE S$'EST MAINTENUE SANS FAILLE JUSQU 'AU BOUT.
NOUS DLVONS SALUER CETTE REALITE D'AUJOURD *HUI LT DE DEMAIN
COMME UN FACTEUR D"UNE IMPORTANCE ESSENTIELLE.
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AINSI, LA PREUVE -A-T-ELLE ETE DONNEE - ET C'EST LA UNE DLS
PREMIERES GRANDES LECONS A TIRER DE LA CONVENTION DE LOME -

QUE LES REGROUPEMENTS REGIONAUX PERMETTENT DE PARVENIR A UNE
COLLABORATION INTERNATIONALE PLUS EFFICACE, PLUS EQUILIBREE

ET PLUS EQUITABLE QUE CELLE POUVANT ETRE BATIE PAR LES ETATS
AGISSANT SEULS ET DONT L'EGALITE EN DROIT EST SOUVENT DIFFICILE
A CONCRETISER DANS LES FAITS.

DE SURCROIT, LES PROGRES ACCOMPLIS DANS CES CONDITIONS L°'ON ETE

- CELA MERITE AUSSI D'ETRE SOULIGNE = SANS ABOUTIR POUR AUTANT A
L*'APPARITION DE BLOCS''FERMES''. EN EFFET, LES NEGOCIATION QUE NOUS
CONCLUONS AUJOURD "HUI N'ONT NULLEMENT CONDUIT LES PAYS ACP A
'S*ISOLER DES AUTRES PAYS EN VOIE DE DEVELOPPEMENT . EN OUTRE, ELLES
ONT PERMIS DE FAIRE PREVALOIR , DE MANIERE PARTICUL IEREMENT
EFFICACE, DE NOUVELLES IDEES DONT LE BENEFICE EST APPELE, NOUS
POUVONS L "ESPERER, A S'ETENDRE PROGRESSIVEMENT A L'ENSEMBLE DES
RELATIONS ENTRE PAYS INDUSTRIELS ET PAYS EN VOIE DE DEVELOPPEMENT,

NEZ#1 Global Communications
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S'AGISSANT DE L°'EUROPE, CETTE NEGOCIATION SE TROUVE PLACEE AUSSI

SOUS LE SIGNE DE LA CHESION ET DE L'UNITE: EN NOUANT DES LIENS
D'ASSOCIATION AVEC LES PEUPLES D'AFRIQUE, DES CARAIBES ET DU
PACIFIQUE, LA COMMUNAUTE DANS SON ENSEMBLE PROUVE QU'ELLE EST

CAPABLE D'ENTREPRENDRE UNE POLITIQUE GLOBALE DESTINEE A CONTKIBUER
EFFICACEMENT AU DEVELOPPEMENT DES PAYS NON INDUSTRIALISES, CAR

IL VA SANS DIRE QUE LA COMMUNAUTE EUROPEENNE NE CONCOIT PAS

SEULEMENT LA CONVENTION DE LOME COMME UN INSTRUMENT DE DEVELOPPEMENT
PROPRE AUX ETATS ACP, MAIS AUSSI COMME UN ELEMENT FONDAMENTAL

D'UNE COOPERATION GLOBALE AVEC TOUS LES PAYS EN VOIE DE DEVELOPPEMENT.

ALORS MEME QUE L'EUROPE SE TROUVE CRUELLEMENT FRAPPEE PAR LA ChISE
MONDIALE ET QUE LES BASES DE SON EXPANSION ECONOMIQUE ET DR SA
PROSPERITE Sk TROUVENT REMISES EN CAUSE, UNE TELLE ATTITUDE - ET
EN PARTICULIER L'EFFORT FINANCIER QU'ELLE SUPPOSE - DENMONTRE, DE
MANIERE CONVAINCANTE , A QUEL POINT LA CONVENTION DE LOME REPOSE
SUR UNE VOLONTE POLITIQUE DELIBEREE ET SUR UN ENGAGEMENT PROFOND
ET DURABLE DE LA COMMUNAUTE.
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g 2. INDEPENDAMMENT MEME DES CONDITIONS PARTICULIERES DANS ESQUELLES LA -
: CONVENTION DE LOME A ETE NEGOCIEE, SON ORIGINALITE ET SON O
3 IMPORTANCE TIENNENT AUSSI, ET PEUT-ETRE SURTOUT, A SON CONTENU. ég
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JAMALIS EN EFFET, ET JE D15 CELA SANS EMPHASE EN ME COUNTENTANT

DE DECRIRE LA REALITE, JAMALS DONC, LES RELATIONS ENTRE PAYS
INDUSTRIALISES ET PAYS EN VOIE DE DEVELOPPEMENT N'ONT ETE

DEFINIES PAR UN ACCORD AUSSI COMPLET, VISANT A APPORTER UNE

REPONSE D'ENSEMBLE A DES PROBLEMES AUSSI NOMBREUX, AUSSI COMPLEXES.
QU"IL S'AGISSE DES DISPOSITIONS RELATIVES A L°'AIDE FINANCIERE, A
L°*ACCES AUX MARCHES OU A LA STABILISATION DES RECETTES
D'EXPORTATION, QU'IL S°'AGISSE, POUR LE SUCRE, DES ENGAGEMNENTS
MUTUELS CONCERNANT NOTAMMENT DES GARANTIES DE LIVRAISON ET DES
GARANTIES DE PRIX ®INIMUM LIEES AUX PRIX OFFERTS AUX PRODUCTEURS
COMMUNAUTAIRES. QU'IL S°'AGISSE D MEME DE L'ORGANISATION D 'UNE
COOPERATION SYSTEMATIQUE VISANT A L'INDUSTRIALISATION DES

PAYS EN VOIE DE DEVELOPPEMENT. QU'IL S'AGISSE ENFIN DE LA MISE

EN PLACE D'UN CADRE INSTITUTIOWNEL DESTINE A ASSURER DES RENCONTRES
ET DES CONTACTS REGULIERS AU NIVEAU DES GOUVERNEMENTS ET DES
REPRESENTANTS DES PEUPLES SANS DOUTE, MAIS AUSSI ENTRE SYNDICATS ET
INDUSTRIELS .LA CONVENTION DE LOME, QUI REGROUPL TUUT CET

ARSENAL DE MOYENS ET DE DISPOSITIONS , REPRESENTE A CE JOUR DANS

LE DOMAINE DE LA COOPERATION INTERNATIONALE '° L'ATTAQUE'® LA PLUS
COMPLETE, LA PLUS ACCOMPLIE FACE AU DRAME DE LA PAUVRETE ET DU
SOUS-DEVELOPPEMENT .

SANS DOUTE NE PEUT-ELLE AVOIR L'AMBITION DE METTRE AUJOUKRD "HUI
UN POINT FINAL AU GRAND DEBAT SUR LES RELATIONS ENTRE PAYS
DEVELOPPES ET PAYS EN VOIE DE DEVELOPPEMENT . MAIS NOUS POUVONS
CEPENDANT NOUS FELICITER D'AVOIR SU METTRE EN PLACE UNE GAMME
TRES LARGE D "INSTRUMENTS DE COOPERATION.

CERTAINS SONT DEJA EPROUVES : LA CONVENTION QUEL NOUS ALLONS SIGNER
'F S'INSPIRE EN EFFET, POUKk UNE PART DE L'EXPERIENCE DES ACCORDS
PRECENDENTS PASSES ENTRE LA COMMUNAUTE ET UN CERTAIN NOMBKE D'ETATS
AFRICAINS, MAIS D'AUTRES SONT ENTIEREMENT NOUVEAUX ET TIENNENT
COMPTE DES BESOINS NES DE L'EVOLUTION LCONOMIQUE IWNTERNATIONALE

DES DERNIERES ANNEES AINSI QUE DES CHOIX CLAIREMENT AFFIRMES PAR
LES PAYS EN VOIE DE DEVELOPPEMENT,

SI L'AIDE FINANCIERE RESTE NECESSAIKRE, DONDAMENTALE MEME POUR UN
CERTAIN NOMBRE DE PAYS PARTICULIEREMENT DEMUNIS, ELLE NE SAURAIT
CEPENDANT DEMEURER LE SEUL MODE DE COOPEKATION AU DEVELOPPEMENT,

C'EST POURDUOI NOUS AVONS VOULU OQUVRIR LE MARCHEL EUROPEEN AUX
PRODUITS DES ETATS ACP ET LEUR PERMWETTRE D *ACCEDER A NOTRE
TECHNOLOGIE ET A NOTRE SAVOIR-FAIRE DANS LE CADRE D'UNE COOPERATION
INDUSTRIELLE INTENSIVE,

C'EST POURQUOI , DE MEME, NOUS AVONS DEFINIS UN MECANISME DE
STABILISATION DES RECETTES D 'EXPORTATION, QUI ETABLIT LK

PRINCIPE D 'UWNE COMPENSATION EN FAVEUR DES ELTATS VICTIMES DES ALEAS
ET DES DESORDRES CARACTERISANT LES MARCHES DES MATIERES

PREMIERS ¢ MECANISME ORIGINAL , MECANISME O "UNE IMMENSE PORTEE,
PARCE QU'IL A MARQUE LE SOUCI D'APORTER UNE REPONSE IMMEDIATE

ET CONCRETE A UN GRAND ET VRAI PROBLEME .,

DE TELLES INNOVATIONS SOUL IGNENT EN TOUT CAS, DANS LES FAITS ET NON
SEULEMENT EN PAROLES, LA VOLONTE SINCERE DE L *EUROPE DE CONTRIBUER
A INSTAURER UN NOUVEAU TYPE DE RELATIONS SUR UNE BASE EGALITAIRE ET

3.

DANS LE RESPECT LE L "INDEPENDANCE ET DE LA SPECIFICITE DES PARTENAIRES.

CE FAISANT, ELLES DEMONTRENT SANS CONTESTATION POSSIBLE =~ ET CT'EST
LA SANS DOUTE LE PLUSIMPORTANT - LE SOUCI DE L'EUROPE D 'ETABLIK
AVEC LES PAY5 EN VOIE DE DEVELOPPEMENT DES LIENS D'INTERDEPENDANCE
ECONOMIQUE A LONG TERME CAPABLES D'ASSURER, MIEUX QUE TOUT TRAITE,
LE PROGRES ET LA COMPLEMENTARITE.
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Ck CHUIX, CEITE OPTION FUNDAMENTALE CONSCIENTE ET DELIREREL EN
FAVEUR DE LA SOLIDARIT&: AURA, J'EN SUIS CONVAINCU , UN INPACT
CUNSIDERABLE DANS LE MODEN. LA REDEFINITION DES RELATIONS ENTRE
PAYS RICHES ET PAYS PAUVRES, ENTRE PRODUCTEURS ET CONSOMMATEURS DE
MATILRES PREMIZRES, ENTRE SO0CIETES INDUSTRIALISEES/ ET SOCIETES
PRODUCTRICES PRINAIRES, EST LE PrOBLEME ESSENTIEL DE NOTRE

EPOQUE. LA CONCLUSION DE LA CONVENTION DE LOME PROUVE

QU'IL EST POSSIBLE - ET POSSIBLE PARCE QUE NOUS EN AVONS EU LES
UNS ET LES AUTRES LA VOLONTE, L 'IMAGINATION, ET J'OSERAI DIRE

LE COURAGE = D°'ASSURER LA DIFFICILE NAISSANCE D'UN NOUVEL URDKE

MONDIAL , PAR LA VOIE DE LA COOPERATION ET NON PAS DE LA CONFRONTATION.

DE CE POINT DE VUE, L'ACCOKD D'AUJOURD "HUI REVET UNE VALEUR
EXEMPLAIRE, AU NMOMENT MEME OU, DANS DE NOMBREUSES ENCEINTES
INTERNATIONALES, LA STRATEGIE DE L 'AFFRONTEMENT PARAIT TROP SOUVENT
PREVALOIR, LA CONVENTION DE LOME CONJUGUE, AU CONTRAIRE, LES
PREOCCUPATIONS ET LES OBJECTIFS A LONG TERME CONMUNS A TOUS LES
PEUPLES DE NOTRE PLANETE, DANS LE CADRE D'UNE MEM VISION DE LEUR
AVENIR ¢ CELLE D'UNE COMUNAUTE DE CIVILISATION AUTANT QUE D'INTERETS.

MAIS LES PAYS DE LA CONVENTION DE LOME N'ONT PAS SEULEMENT OPTE

POUR UNE STRATEGIE FONDEE SUR LA COOPERATION ET RECUSANT L 'AFFRONTE~-
MENT, ILS ONT TRANCHE UN AUTRE DEBAT FONDAMENTAL SUR L'AVENIR DES
RELATIONS ENTRE PAYS EN VOIE DE DEVELOPPEMENT ET PAYS INDUSTKRIALISES:
CELUI QUI OPPOSE LES HOMMES DE THeORIE ET DE DOCTRINE AUX

PARTISANS DE PROGRES VERITABLES INSCRITS DANS LES FAITS. ET

CETTE AUTRE GANDE QUESTION, ILS L'ONT , JE CROIS BIEN TRANCHEE EN
CHOISISSANT, INSEREE DANS UNE VISION D'ENSEMBLE, LA VOIE DES
REALISATIONS CONCRETES ET TANGIBLES : AINSI UNE AIDE FINANCIERE

DONT CERTAINS TROUVERONT SANS DOUTE ENCORE QU'ELLE EST TROP LIMITEE
MAIS QUI EST EN FAIT TRES IMPORTANTE, AINSI UN MECANISMEL DE
STABILISATION DES RECETTES D'EXPORTATION, SANS DOUTE IMPARFAIT, MAIS
QUI REPRESENTE UN PAS EN AVANT APPRECIABLE.

PUISSENT DONC, MONSIEUR LE PRESIDENT DE LA KRePUBLIQUE, L 'ESPRIT
D'AMITIE ET L'IDEAL DE JUSTICE QUI NOUS ONT REUNIS AUJOURD "HUI A
LOME INSPIRER SANS CESSE DAVANTAGE LES RELATIONS ENTRE PAYS
INDUSTRIALISES ET PAYS EN VOIE DE DEVELOPPEMENT ET CONFERLR

AINSI A LA NOUVELLE CONVENTION LA VELEUR D'UNL ETAPE DECISIVE DANS
L*HISTOIRE DE LA COMMUNAUTE DES HOMMES.

SPEECH BY PRESIDENT O R TO L I

( LOME, 28 FEBRUARY 1975)

MR PRESIDENT,
YOUR EXCELLENCIES,
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

THE MOMENT HAS COME FOR US TO SIGN, AND THEREBY SEAL, THE LONE
CONVENTION, THE CULIMNATION OF MORE THAN 20 MONTH5 OF LONG AND
DIFFICULT NEGOTIATIUNS BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENTS OF THE AFKRICAN,
CARIBBEAN AND PACIFIC COUNTRIES ON ONE SIDE AND THE EURUPEAN
COMMUNITY ON THh OTHER.
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COOPERATION VITH ALL DEVELOPING GOUNTRIES,

FIRST OF ALL, AS 15, 1 THINK, ONLY RIGHT AND PROPER , I SHOULD 6;"
LIKE TO ACCLAIM THE WOKRK AND TALENT OF THE NEGOTIATORS FhUM ’
OUR VARIOUS COUNTRIES. THE TRIBUTE THE COMMISSION PAYS THEM

IS OF THE SAME ORDER AS THE EXCEPTIONAL RESULTS WHICH HAVE BEEN
OBTAINED .

OVER AND ABOVE THE OPTIMISM AND CONGRATULATIONS THAT ARE USUAL IN
SUCH CIRCUMSTANCES, ALL OF US, I BELIEVE , FEEL THAT THE EVENT WE
AKE PARTICIPATING IN TODAY IS A MAJCR TURNING-POINT IN THE HISTORY
OF INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC RELATIONS IN THE SECOND HALF OF THE
TWENTIETH CENTURY, INDEED IN HISTORY AS A WHOLE.

l. THE VERY FACT THAT IT HAS BEEN POSSIBLE TO CONCLUDE AN
INTERNATIONAL AGREEMcNT BETWEEN NEARLY 50 DEVELOPING COUNTRIES AND
THE NINE EUROUPEAN COUNTRIEb MAKING UP THE COMMUNITY IS A UNIQUL
PHENOMENON .

IT IS ALL THE MORE REMAKABLE IN THAT THE NEW CONVENTION HAS NOT
BEEN NEGOTIATED BETWEEN COUNTRIES IN ISOLATION BUT BETWREN ORGANIZED
GROUPS - OF STATES.

DEVELOPING COUNTRIES FROM A WHULE REGION - SEVERAL REGIUNS IN FACT -
ACTING TOGETHER, AND WITH A SINGLE SPOKESMAN, WERE ABLE TO BKING
LONG AND DIFFICULT BARGAINING TO A SUCCESSFUL CONCLUSION. IN SPIIe
OF THE DIVERSITY COF SITUATIONS IN THE VARIOUS STATES YOU WERE
PERFECTLY UNITED TO THE END. THIS PRESENT DAY REALITY WHICH WILL
CONTINUE IN THE FUTURE NUST BE WELCOMED AS A FACTOR OF MAJOR IMPOK-
TANCE

THUS, WE HAVE PRUOF - AND THIS ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT LESSONS

TO BE LEARNED FROM THE LOME CONVENTION - THAT REGIONAL GROUPS OF
COUNTRIES MAKE FOR MORE EFFECTIVE, BETTER BALANCED AND FAIREK
INTERNATIONAL COLLABORATION THAN ANY WHICH COULD BE ESTABLISHED

BY STATES ACTING SINGLY, WHOSE RIGHT TO EQUALITY IS OFTEN DIFFICULT
TO TRANSLATE INTO FACT.

WHAT IS MORE AND THIS SHOULD BE EMPHASIZED TOO, THE PROGRESS MADE
UNDER THESE CONDITIONS HAS NOT LED TO THE FORMATION OF INWARD-LOOKING
BLOCS, FOR THE NEGOTIATIONS WHICH WE ARE CONCLUDING TODAY HAVE 1IN

NO WAY CAUSED THE ACP COUNTRIES TO CUT THEMSELVES OFF FRUM OTHER
DEVELOPING COUNTRIES.

THESE NEGOTIATIONS HAVE ALSO MADE 1T POSSIBLE TO WIN ACCEPTANCE,

IN A PARTICULARLY EFFECTIVE MANNER, FOR FKRESH IDEAS WHOSE BENEFICIAL
EFFECT WILL, WE HOPEL , GRADUALLY PERMEATE ALL RELATIONS BETWEEN
INDUSTRIALIZED AND DEVELOPING COUNTKILS.

FOR EUROPE TOO THE NEGOTIATIONS WEKE MARKED BY COHESION AND UNITY .
BY FORGING LINKS OF PARTNERSHIP WITH THE PEOPLES OF AFRICA,

THE CARIBBEAN AND THE PACIFIC, THE COMMUNITY A5 A WHOLE HAS PROVED
ITSELF ABLE TO UNDERTAKE AN OVERALL POLICY WHICH SHOULD MAKE

AN EFFECTIVE

CONTRIBUTION TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF NON-INDUSTRIALIZED COUNTRIES.

FOR IT IS CLEAR THAT THE EUROCPEAN COMNMUNITY DUES NOT KREGAKD THE
LOME CONVENTION SIMPLY AS AN INSTRUMENT OF DEVELOPMENT FOR THE
ACP STATES ALONE, IT IS ALSO A FUNDAMENTAL COMPONENT OF COMPREHENSIVE
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AT THE VERY NOMENT WHEN EUROPE IS BEING CRULLLY HIT BY THE WORLD
CRISIS AND THE BASES FOR ITS ECONOMIC EXPNASION AND PROSPERITY AKE
BEING CALLED INTUO QUESTION, SUCH An ATTITUDE -~ AND IN PARTICULAR
THE FINANCIAL EFFORT WHICH IT REQUIRES - SHOWS CONVINCINGLY

HOW FAR THE LOME CONVENTION 1S BASED ON AN ACT OF DELIBERATE
POLITICAL WILL AND A PROFOUND AND LASTING COMMIMENT BY THE
COMMUNITY .

2. QUITE APART FROM THE SPECIAL CIRCUNSTANCES IN WHICH THE LOME
CONVENTION WAS NEGOTIATED , ITS ORIGINALITY AND ITS IMPOKTANCE
LIE ALSO, AND PERHAPS ABOVE ALL, IN ITS CONTENT.

NEVER - AND I AM NOT EXAGGERATING HERE, BUT MERELY DESCRIBE THE
FACTS - HAVE RELATIONS BETWEEN INDUSTRIALIZED COUNTRIES AND
DEVELOPING COUNTRIES BEEN DEFINED BY AN AGREEMENT WHICH IS SO
COMPLETE AND WHICH AIMS TO PROVIDE A COMPREHENSIVE RESPONSE

TO SO MANY PROBLEMS OF SUCH COMPLEXITY. WITNESS THE PROVISIONS ON
FINANCIAL AID, ON ACCESS TO MARKETS OR ON THE STABILIZATION OF
EXPORT EARNINGS. WITNESS, WITH REGARD TO SUGAR, THE RECIPROCAL
UNDERTAKINGS ON SUCH MATTERS AS DELIVERY GUARANTEES AND MINIMUM

PRICE GUARANTEES LINKED TO THE PRICES OFFERED TO COMMUNITY PRODUCEKS.

WITNESS ALSO THE ORGANIZATION OF SYSTEMATIC COOPLRATION-FOk THE
INDUSTRIALIZATION OF THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES.WITNESS LASTLY

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF AN INSTITUT IONAL FRAMEWORK TO PROVIDE

A VEHICLE FOR REGULAR MEETINGS AND CONTACTS = NOT ONLY AT THE
LEVEL OF THE GOVERNMENTS AND THE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE PEOPLE,
BUT ALSO BETWEEN TRADE UNIONS AND INDUSTRIALISTS. THE LOME
CONVENTION, WHICH BRINGS TOGETHER THIs WHOLE ARSENAL OF RESOUKRCES

AND PROVISIONS, REPRESENTS IN THE FIELD OF INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION

THE MOST COMPREHENSIVE AND THOROUGHGOING ATTACK YET MADE
ON POVERTY AND UNDERDEVELOPMENT.

OF CUURSE ANY AMBITION TO CONCLUDE THE GREAT DEBATE ON RELATIONS
BETWEEN DEVELOPED AND DEVELOPING COUNTRIES AS OF TODAY 1S NOT
POSSIBLE , BUT WE CAN PRIDE OURSELVES ON HAVING MANAGED TO SET uP

A VERY WIDE RANGE OF INSTRUMENTS OF COOPERATION. SOME HAVE ALKEADY
PROVED THEIR WORHT, FOR THE CONVENTION WE ARE ABOUT TO SIGN WILL

BE BASED PAKTLY ON THE EXPERIENCE OF PREVIOUS AGREEMENTS CONCLUDED
BETWEEN THE COMMUNITY AND A NUMBER OF AFRICAN STATES. BUT OTHER S
ARE ENTIRELY NEW AND TAKE INTO ACCOUNT THE NEEDS BOKN OF THE
INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENTS OF THE PAST FEW YEARS AND

THE CHOICES CLEARLY EXPRESED BY THE DEVELOPING CUUNTRIES.

THOUGH FINANCIAL AID IS STILL NECESSARY EVENT FUNDANENTAL FOR A
NUMBER OF PARTICULAKLY WNEEDY COUNTKkIES = IT CANNOT REMAIN THE
ONLY METHOD OF DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION.

THIS IS WHY WE WISHED Tu OPEN THE EUROPEAN MARKET TO PRODUCTS FROM
THE ACP STATES AND GIVE THEM ACCESS TO OUR TECHNOLOGY AND KNOWHOW
AS PART OF INTENSIVE INDUSTRIAL COOPERATION.

THIS ALSO WHY WE HAVE ESTABLISHED A MECHANISM FOR STABILIZING
EXPORT EARNING S WHICH INVOLVES THE PRINCIPLE OF COMNPENSATING

STATES THAT ARE VICTIMS OF THE HAZARDS AND. CUNFUSIUN REIGNING ON
THE RAW MATERIALS MARKETS.

THIS IS AN INMMENSELY IMPORTANT INNOVATION BECAUSE 1T DENONSTRATES

A CONCERN TO PROVIDE AN IMMEDIATE PRACTICAL RESPUNSE TO A KEAL
AND IMPORTANT PROBLEM.,
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SUCH "INNOVATIONS AT ANY RATE HIGHLIGHT, IN DEEDS AS WELL AS 1IN

WORDS, KURUPE'S SINCERE DESIRE TO CONTRIBUTE TOWAKDS ESTABL ISHING GL-
A NLW TYPE OF RELATIONS ON A BASIS OF EQUALITY AND HAVING REGARD

FOR THEL INDEPENDDENCE AND INDIVIDUAL IDENTITIES OF THE PARTNERS.

IN SO DOING THESE INNOVATIONS UNDENIABLY DEMONSTRATE - AND THIS

PERHAPS IS THEL MOST IMPORTANT THING - EUROPE'S WISH TO ESTABLISH

WITH THE DEVELOPING COUNTRUES LONG-TERM LINKS OF ECONOMIC

INTERDEPENDENCE WHICH WOULD BE A BETTER GUARANTEE OF PROGRESS AND
COMPLEMENTARY ACTION THAN ANY TREATY.

THIS CHOICE, THIS BASIC, DELIBERATE, CONSCIOUS OPTING FOR SOL IDA~-
RITY WILL, I AM SURE, HAVE A CONSIDERABLE IMPACT UN THE WORLD.
THE REDEFING OF RELATIONS BETWEEN KICH AND PUOR COUNTRIES,
BETWEEN PRODUCERS AND CONSUMERS OF RAW MATERIALS, BETWEEN
INDUSTRIALIZED ECONOMIES AND PRIMARY PRODUCER ECONOMIES, IS THE
VITAL ISSUE OF OUR TIME. THE CONCLUSION OF THE LOME CONVENTION
PROVES THAT IT IS POSSIBLE - BECAUSE WE HAVE HAD, ON BOTH SIDES,
THE WILL, THE IMAGINATION, AND 1 WOULD SAY THE COUKAGE TO MAKE

IT POSSIBLE =~ TO BRING ABOUT THE DIFFICULT B1RTH OF A NEW WORLD
ORDER THROUGH COOPERATION, NOT CONFRONTATION. FROM THIS POINT OF VIEW,
TODAY 'S AGREEMENT SERVES A5 AN EXAMPLE, AT A TIME WHEN IN MANY
INTERNATIONAL FORUMS THE STRATEGY OF CONFRONTATION SEEMS TO BE
PREVAILING TOO OFTEN, THE LOME CONVENTION COMBINES THE LONG-TLRM
PREOCCUPATIONS AND OBJECTIVES COMMON TO ALL THE PEOPLES OF OUK
PLANET INTO A SINGLE VISION OF THEIR FUTURE: THAT OF A COMMUNITY
OF CIVILIZATION AS MUCH AS OF INTERESTS.
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BUT THE LOME CONVENTION COUNTRIZS HAVE NOT ONLY OPTeD FOR A

STRATEGY BASED UN COOPERATION AND REFUSING CONFRONTATION, THEY

HAVE SETTLED ANOTHER FUNDAMENTAL QUESTION CONCERNING THE FUTURE

OF RELATIONS BETWEEN THE DEVELOPING AND THE INDUSTRIALIZED COUNTRIES,
A PROBLENM WHICH SETS THE THEORISTS AND DOGMATITS AGAINST THOSE

WHO BELIEVE 1N REAL PROGRESS DEMONSTRATED BY FACTS. AND I THINK

THEY HAVE SETTLED THIS GREAT QUESTION VERY SENSIBLY BY CHOOSING

THE PATH OF PRACTICAL, TANGIBLE ACHIEVEMENTS: WITHIN AN OVERALL

RE71 Global Communications
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@ APPROACH: FINANCIAL AID WHICH SUME MAY STILL FIND TOO LINITED g
8 BUT WHICH IS IN FACT VERY IMPORTANT, AND MACHINERY FOR STABILIZING :
q THE EXPORT RARNINGS, WHICH THOUGH PROBABLY WOT PERFECT 1S CERTAINLY =
2 AN APPRECIABLE STEP FORWARD. gz
2 o

(]
§ MR PRESIDENT , MAY THE SPIRIT OF FRIENDSHIP aiD THe IDEAL OF JUSTICE 2]
o WHICH HAVE BROUGHT US TOGETHER HEKL IN LOME TODAY INSPIRE RELATIONS g,
B BETWEEN INDUSTRIALIZED AND DEVELOPING COUNTRIES MORE AND NORE 3
é PROFOUNDLY AND THUS MAKE THE NEW CONVENTION AS DECIS1VE LANDMARK g
o IN THE HISTORY OF THE COMMUNITY OF MANKIND. 5
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Bruxelles, le 28 fpvrler 1975

EXTRAITS DU DISCOURS DE M. LE PRESIDENT ORLOLI ALY OCCASION DE LA
SIGNATURE Du LA'CONVENTION»DE OML (Lome le 28 févrler 1975)
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"L'événement auquel nous participons aujourd'hui constitue un. tournant impor=-
tant dans 1l'histoire des relations économiques internationales de la seconde
moitié du XXieme, siécle,. c'est-a-dire dans l'histoire tout court...!

Y S :

1.",..La nouvelle Convention n'a pas été négociée par des pays isolés mais par
_des groupes organisés d'Ltats.

Stagissant des pays &n voie de ‘développement, une région entiere ~plusieurs
régions méwe - ont su mener A bien, collectivement, de longues et difficiles
tractations par 1l'intermédiaire d'un seul porte-parole. -
Ainsi, 1% preuve a-t-elle été donnée que les regroupements régionaux permet-
tent de parvenir & une c¢ollaboration internationale plus efflcaoe, plus
équilibrée et' plus éguitable que celle pouvant &tre bAtie par lés Etats
-agissant seuls et dont 1'égalité en droit est souvent difficile a concrétiser
dans les faits. Nous devons saluer cette réalité d’aujourd'hui et de demain
comme un facteur d'une importance essentielle.

De surcroit| les nLgOClatlcnS que nous concluons augourd hui n'ont nullcnept
conduit les pays. ACP & s 1oolervdes.autresvpays en voie de dcveloppement-..

A
TS

"eeola Communauth Europe@hne ne con901t pas seulement la Conventlon de Lom

comme un instrument de développement propre aux Ftats ACP, mais aussi tomme

un élément fondamental d'une coopération globale avec tous les pays en voie

de développement.

Alors méme gue 1'Europe se trouve cruellement frappée par la crise mondiale

et que les bases de son expansion économique et de sa prospérité se trouvent
remises en cause, une telle attitude - e® en particulier 1'effort financier
qu'elle suppose - démontre, de maniére convaincante, a quel point la Convention
de Lomé repose sur une volonté politique dé&libérée et sur un engagement profond
et durable de la Communauté."

2¢"Indépendamment mérie des conditions particuliéres dans lesquelles la Convention
de Lomé a été négociée, son originalité et son importance tiennent aussi, et
peut-&tre surtout, 4 son contenu.

Qatil stagisse des dispositions relatives & 1l'aide financiére, a 1l%accés aux
marchés ou & la stabilisation des recettesdfexportatione. Qu'il s'tagisse, pour
le sucre, des engagements mutuels concernant notamment des garanties de 1li-
vraison et des garanties de prix winimum liées aux prix offerts aux produc-
teurs communautaires. Qu'il s'agisse de méme de l'organisation dfune coopé-
ration systématique visant & 1'industrialisation des pays en voie de déveldippe~
mentessa”
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"oeoQu'il s'agisse enfin de la mise en plmce d'un cadre institutionnel

destiné a assurer des rencontres et des contacts réguliers au niveau des
gouvernements et des représentants des peuples sans doute, mais aussi entre
syndicats et industrielse. La Convention de Lomé, qui regroupe tout cet
rsenal de moyens et de dispositions, représente & ce jour dans le domaine
de la coopération internstionale Y"1'attaque" la plus compléte, la plus
accomplie face au drame de la pauwreté et du scum=-développementesoss"

"Si 1'aide financiére reste nécessaire, fondamentale méme pour un certain
nombre de pays particuliérement démunis, elle ne sauralt cependant demeurer
le seul mode de coopération au développement. Clest pourquol nous avons
voulu ouvrir le marché européen aux produits dss BEtats ACP et leur permettre
dlaccéder & notre technologie et a notre savoir-faire dans le cadre d'une
coopération industrielle intensive.

Ctest pourquoi, de .méme, nous avons dvflnl un mécanisme de stabilisation
des recettes d'exportation, qui- établit le’ pr1n01pe d'une compensation
en‘faV€Ur“d@ﬂmﬂtats4viotimam~dﬁg.a;&as et des désordres ciracterlsant les

. marchés des matieres premleres : mécanisme orlglnal mécanisme d¥Efie immense

-~ portée, parce qu'll a marqué le souci d'dpporter une rcponse immédiate et
ccncrete a un ‘grand et vral probleme...'~ : S

]

"De telle innovationo traduisent le souci de 1'Burope d!'établir avec les
‘pays.en voie de dgveloppement des liens d'interdépendance éeonomique a long
terme capablés d'assurer, mieux que tout tralts, le progres et la complé-

smentaritésss : e

”;.;Lafredéfinitonfdes'relationskgntre pays riches et pays pauvrcs, entre
producteurs et eonsommateurs de matiéres. premiéres, entire sociétés industria-
lisées et Sociétés productrices primaires,. est le probléme essentlel de
notre & boque. Lanconclu51on de la Conventlon de Lomé prouve gqutil ‘est
‘posolble - et possible parce - que ncus en avons eu les uns et les autres

“la volontc, 1'imagination, et:j'eserai dire le courage - d'as ssurer la

“difficile"haissance d'un nouvel ordre. mondial, par la voie de la’ coopéra=
tion et non pas de la confrontation. ‘De ce p01nt de vue,,l'aocord dtaujourd!
hui revét.une' valeur exemplaire; au moment méme ou, dans de nombreuses en-
_ceintes internationales, la stratégie de l'affron cement paralt trop souvent
prevq101r, la convention de Lomé congugue, au contraire, les préoccupations
et les: obgectlfs a long terme communs & tous les peuples de nctre plunete,

* dans le cadre d'une méme vision de leur dvenlr : celle d'une co;;unaute de
civilisation autant que d'intéréts." o




