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In this issue of Sigma... 
At their meeting on 21 December 1998, Ell Economic and Finance Ministers 
adopted the Community Statistical Programme for the next five years. This 
forms the backbone of EU medium-term statistical planning - an indication 

of what's regarded as statistically important by the Commission, Eurostat 
and Member States. In view of its profile we felt we should dedicate an 

issue of Sigino to it. 

So, ¡n the following pages we aim to. . . 
present the programme and its content in general 
clarify its importance and role 
cast light on its development, and 
analyse its acceptance in Member States and by various organi
sations and groups. 
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To this end we asked Eurostat 
Director-General Yves 
Franchet to lead off with his 
view of the programme. 

Eurostat s Alain 
Chantraine and Roger 
Cubitt give us an intimate 
view of the emerging process 
and what they think of the final 
product. 

Then, of course, we also asked 
some representatives of 
Member State NSIs - Gösta 
Guteland from Statistics 
Sweden and Francois 
Elissalt, INSEE - to say what 
they feel, particularly about 
how the new programme 
affects NSIs. 

And we also wanted to know 
how a Candidate Country 
judges the new Community 
Statistical Programme, so asked 
Tadeusz Toczynski, 
President of the Central 
Statistical Office of 
Poland, for his impressions. 

We also talked to one of 
Eurostat's major clients, the 
Commission's Directorate-
General V (Employment, 
industrial relations and social 
affairs). Andrew Chapman, 
who works in the promotion of 
employment in other 

Community policies, spoke to 
us about this. 

Finally, we recorded the opin
ions of some of those involved 
in the process: Astrid 
Lulling, Member of the 
European Parliament and 
Rapporteur to the Economic 
and Monetary 
Committee; Karen Siune, 
Vice-President of CEIES 
(European Advisory Committee 
on Statistical Information in the 
Economic and Social Spheres); 
and Bart Meganck, of the 
National Bank of 
Belgium and Vice-Chairman 
of CMFB (Committee on 
Monetary, Financial and 
Balance of Payments Statistics). 

Add all this together and the 
result, we trust, is a collection 
of information and opinions 
that will help you make up 
your own mind about this cor
nerstone of European statistical 
planning up to an beyond the 
turn of the century. 

And on a different tack... 
this issue sees a profile of 
Statec, the national statistical 
institute of Luxembourg. 

Fons Theis 
Assistant chief editor 
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