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CEDEFOP: from Berlin 

to Thessaloniki 
The Heads of State and Government of the Member States of the European 
Union declare that the seat of CEDEFOP be moved from Germany to Greece 
This "Declaration" of the European Council of Heads 
of State and Government of 29.10.1993 reads as 
follows: 

"Under Council Regulation (EEC) No. 337/75 of 
10 February 1975, which was adopted unanimously 
by the Council on a proposal from the Commission 
and after consulting the European Parliament, the 
seat of the European Centre for the Development of 
Vocational Training was located in Berlin. The Rep
resentatives of the Governments of the Member 
States call upon the institution of the European Com
munity to provide that that seat shall be determined, 
as soon as possible, in Thessaloniki. 

The Commission stated that it was willing to 
submit a proposal to that effect in the very near 
future." 

This political agreement in the final stages of 
negotiation at the summit and which omitted to men
tion the obligation to consult the Economic and Social 
Committee must now be implemented. From the 
legal point of view, modification of the regulation of 
10.2.1975 establishing CEDEFOP requires: 

■ a proposal of the EC Commission; 
■ the consultation of the European Parliament and 
the Economic and Social Committee 
■ a unanimous decision of the Council. 

The Greek government has already stated that it 
is taking the necessary measures to implement the 
political decision as soon as possible. 

After the declaration of the European Council of 
Heads of State and Government had been published, 
the Director of CEDEFOP expressed his astonish
ment to the competent service of the EU over the lack 
of information and requested that CEDEFOP bodies 
participate in further decisions in this context. 

The staff of CEDEFOP have pointed to the pro
fessional and personal implications of such a move in 
their declaration of 5.11.1993. As those directly 
affected by the Declaration, they demand participa
tion of their elected delegates in the whole procedure. 
In a paper dated 19.11.93 they outlined their opinion 
and ideas which would be conducive to an orderly, 
smooth relocation of CEDEFOP to Thessaloniki which 
gives due consideration to their social concerns. 

The CEDEFOP Management Board, in which 
the national governments, the trade unions and em
ployer organizations in the EU Member States are 
each represented with 12 members and the Euro
pean Commission with 3 members, declared unani
mously on 10.12.1993: 

'The Management Board acknowledges "the un
expected Declaration of the European Council of the 
Heads of State or Government of 29 October 1993 
concerning the relocation of the seat of CEDEFOP 
from Berlin to Thessaloniki and the decision which is 
being prepared to this effect. continued on page 2 

CEDEFOP Research 
FORUM 1993 
The ninth CEDEFOP Research 
FORUM aimed to demonstrate how 
different Member States of the 
Community endeavour to traverse 
the gap between skill and training 
needs analysis and training provi
sion. On 21 and 22 October, 1993, 
around forty representatives of 
vocational training research organi
zations from the Member States 
and a number of EFTA countries 
met in Berlin to explore the meth

continued on page 2 

Vocational integration 
of young people 
Organized in collaboration with the 
European Network on Transitions 
in Youth' and the "Universidad 
Autonoma" in Barcelona, a 
CEDEFOP conference on the vo
cational integration of young peo
ple was held in Barcelona on 20 
and 21 September 1993. This con
ference gave some 50 participants 
the opportunity of getting together: 
researchers from various European 
countries (Community members 

continued on page 2 

New training models 
and strategies for SMEs 
On 4 and 5 October, the Valencia 
regional government and 
CEDEFOP organized a European 
seminar with the objective of an
nouncing and submitting to dis
cussion the results of a study car
ried out last year on the problems 
of access to training which face 
small and mediumsized enter
prises (SMEs) and on the support 
strategies used in the twelve Mem
ber States. 

continued on page 3 
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