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E\)RO-info 

COMMISSION GIVES GO-AHEAD FOR PROGRAMMES 

OF 'COMMUNITY INITIATIVES' 

On 16 February 1994, the European Commission approved the 
allocation of 13.45 billion ECU from the Structural Funds available 
for 'Community initiatives between 1994 and 1999. Unlike the 
Community support frameworks, which grant funds according to 
plans and priorities set by the Member States, the 'Community 
initiatives' adopted by the European Commission finance projects 
which are of substantial interest for the Community as a whole, 
and not projects which are only of national interest. 

The Community initiatives adopted include INTERREG (promo
tion of transfrontier and transnational cooperation), LEADER 
(rural development), REGIS (integration of the most peripheral 
regions) and a series of three initiatives (NOW, HORIZON, 
YOUTHSTART) intended to promote employment and develop
ment of human resources. The URBAN initiative (urban policy) 
will enable targeted actions to be carried out in districts of large 
or mediumsized cities which are characterised by social exclusion, 
while PESCA will diversify the economies of areas which are par
ticularly dependent on the fishing industry. The European Com
mission also adopted three types of Community initiative aimed at 
accompanying radical industrial changes which are currently under 
way. These initiatives, which are complementary, concern both the 
reemployment and requalification of workers (ADAPT), and the 
conversion of regional economic which are heavily dependent on 
coal mining (RECHAR), the steel industry (RESIDER), textiles 
(RETEX) and defense (KONVER). These are complemented and 
backed up by a new initiative which takes into account the decisive 
role of SMEs. 

This new initiative is aimed at stimulating SMEs, especially in 
regions whose development has lagged behind, so that not only can 
they adapt to the requirements of the single market and interna
tional competition, but also so that they can improve their com
petitiveness: particularly by better use of modern technologies, 
promotion of new methods of management and access to 
innovative financial products. 

KOMMISSIONEN FOR DE EUROPÆISKE FÆLLESSKABER □ KOMMISSION DER EUROPÄISCHEN GEMEINSCHAFTEN 
ΕΠΙΤΡΟΠΗ ΤΩΝ ΕΥΡΩΠΑΪΚΩΝ ΚΟΙΝΟΤΗΤΩΝ c COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES 

COMISIÓN DE LAS COMUNIDADES EUROPEAS o COMMISSION DES COMMUNAUTÉS EUROPÉENNES 
COMMISSIONE DELLE COMUNITÀ EUROPEE D COMMISSIE VAN DE EUROPESE GEMEENSCHAPPEN 

COMISSÃO DAS COMUNIDADES EUROPEIAS 
200, rue de la Loi - B-1049 BRUXELLES 
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COOPERATIVES: a statistical profile 
In 1989, the European Commission requested the Council to support its efforts to improve the involvement 
of cooperatives, mutual societies and foundations in existing Community programmes and initiatives, par
ticularly in terms of information, access to sources of funding and training . 
Cooperatives, mutual societies and associations combine the traditional functions of a business with social 
aims corresponding to their objectives. Their status varies greatly depending on the field of activity and coun
try concerned. Despite these differences, there is an identity common to these bodies in the so-called 'social 
economy' and the European Commission proposes to provide them with the resources necessary for them to 
play their role in the economic and social structures of the single market. Before this can be done, more 
precise information is required about the size of this sector, which means better statistics. 
A first 'Statistical profile of cooperative and mutual societies and associations' in the European Union has 
been published by EUROSTAT — the Statistical Office of the European Communities 2. The data published 
recently results from a study launched in 1991, and only gives a partial estimate of the activities of these 
organisations, as it only includes cooperatives affiliated to National Central Organisations (NCOs) at this 
stage, and then only to the extent that they were able to take part in the surveys. It provides a broad grasp 
of the activities of the size and economic impact of this sector. In the early 1990s, the total number of 
cooperatives, mutual societies and non-profit making associations affiliated to National Central Organisations 
(NCOs) covered by the study was almost 269 000 businesses, of which 39% were cooperatives, 5% were 
mutual societies and 56% were associations. The total number of people employed was almost 2.9 million, 
of which 69% worked for cooperatives, 8% for mutual societies and 3 1 % for non-profit making associations. 
They had turnover of 1 553 billion ECUs: of this, cooperatives contributed nearly 79%, mutual societies nearly 
5% and non-profit making associations 16%. 

... and a work programme 1994-1996 in favour of cooperatives, 
mutual societies, associations and foundations 

On 16 February 1994, the European Commission submitted a proposal to the Council for a decision to launch 
a work programme3 in favour of cooperatives, mutual societies, associations and foundations. This programme 
will be submitted for the opinion of the Parliament and the Economic and Social Committee. The objective 
is to aid businesses in the social economy to benefit, just like other firms, from the opportunities offered by 
the creation of the large, frontier-free market, while respecting the specific nature of this sector which has 
particular skills in the field of social innovation. 
The following appear among the policy directions contained in the programme: 
• performance of studies about the development of this sector in the European Union; 
• creation of a favourable environment, and evaluation of the impact of Community policies on this sector; 
• organisation of consultation of these firms; 

1 SEC(89)2187 final — Communication from the Commission to the Council — 18 December 1989 — Business in the social 
economy and the creation of the frontier-free European market. 

2 EUROSTAT — Services and Transport — Β Series 'Economic situation' — supplement 2/1993 — ISBN 1019-0619 pub
lished by the Office of Official Publications of the European Communities. 

3 COM(93) 650 final. 
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• specific actions aimed at encouraging transnational cooperation (in particular for small-scale cooperative 
businesses, mutual societies and associations), searching for new business activities by groups of partners, 
and the spread of social innovations; 

• stepping-up of actions in favour of businesses in the social economy within other Community policies, par
ticularly due to the improvement of Community statistics in this sector, support for work on training and 
encouragement for the expansion of research; 

A budget of 5.6 million ECU for the period-1994-1996 is proposed to this end. Of course, it does not include 
the funding of indirect actions resulting from the application of certain Community policies such as structural 
actions. 

For further information: European Commission 
DG XXIII — Cooperatives 
Paul RAMADIER 
Rue de la Loi, 200 (AN 80) 
B-1049 BRUSSELS 
Tel.: ( + 32)2/295 1772 
Fax: ( + 32)2/296 5857 

EUROPARTENARIAT: 
after Glasgow, Gdansk on 9 and 10 June 1994 

The ninth EUROPARTENARIAT event was held in Scotland on 13 and 14 December 1993. In all, some 
1 700 businesses — of which 626 came from the European Union — came to Glasgow from 55 different coun
tries. Some 6 000 appointments were programmed with the 334 Scottish firms selected, and a large number 
of contracts and cooperation agreements were signed between the participants. 

In 1994, EUROPARTENARIAT will be held outside the European Union for the first time. Organised in 
Gdansk on 9 and 10 June 1994, EUROPARTENARIAT POLAND will enable 400 Polish firms to meet their 
counterparts from the countries of the European Union, as well as those from the European Economic Area, 
the Mediterranean Rim, and Central and Eastern Europe, in order to set up profitable business contacts. 

Organised by the Chamber of Commerce in Gdansk, with the support of the Polish Chamber of Commerce, 
this event will enjoy the technical and financial support of the European Commission (DG I — PHARE and 
TACIS — DG XVI — Regional Policy and D G XXIII — Enterprise Policy). As with the previous 
EUROPARTENARIAT events, the promotion of the event and the distribution of a catalogue containing the 
profile and offers and requests for cooperation by the selected Polish companies will be handled by specialised 
national consultants. 

National consultants of EUROPARTENARIAT POLAND 1994: 
Belgium 
• Mr. Jos HELSEN / Mr. Ivo PEETERS — GOM Vlaams-Brabant Toekomststraat 36-83 — B-1800 

VILVOORDE - Tel.: ( + 32)2/251 5171 - Fax: ( + 32)2/252 4594 
• Mrs. Corinne DE RYCKER — SOCRAN — Parc Scientifique du Sart-Tilman — Avenue Pré-Aily — B-

4031 ANGLEUR - Tel.: ( + 32)41/67 83 33-34 - Fax: ( + 32)41/67 83 00 

Denmark 
• Mr. Per SONDERGAARD — Danish Chamber of Commerce — Borsen — DK-1217 COPENHAGEN 

- Tel.: (+45)33/95 05 00 - Fax: ( + 45)33/32 52 16 - Telex: 19520 chamco dk 

France 
• Mrs. Anne SIBILLE — ACFCI — 45, avenue d'Ièna — BP 448-16 — F-75769 PARIS CEDEX 16 — Tel.: 

( + 33)1/4069 3796 - Fax: ( + 33)1/4069 3808 - Telex: 645 396 

Germany 
• Mr. Yiannis NEOPHYTOU — IHK — Gesellschaft zur Förderung der Aussenwirtschaft und der Unter

nehmensführung mbH — Adenauerallee 148 — D-53113 BONN — Tel.: ( + 49)228/104 165 Fax: ( + 49)228/ 
104 238 - Telex:885509 auwig d 

• Mrs. Katrin R U H — IHK — Gesellschaft zur Förderung der Aussenwirtschaft und der Unter
nehmensführung mbH — Schönholzer Strasse 10/11 — D-13187 BERLIN — Tel.: ( + 49)30/488 06 130 — 
Fax: (+49)30/488 06 333 

Greece 
• Mr. Babis FILADARLIS — Exporters' Association of Northern Greece — 1, Morihovou Square GR-54625 

THESSALONIKI - Tel.: ( + 30)31/535 333 - Fax: ( + 30)31/547 312 - Telex: 418 193 SEVE GR 
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Ireland 
• Mr. Charles KELLY — An Bord Trachtala / The Irish Trade Board — Merrion Hall — Strand Road — 

Sandymount — P.O. BOX 203 — DUBLIN 4 — Tel.: ( + 353)1/269 5011 — Fax: ( + 353)1/269 5820 — Tlx: 
93678 CTT EI 

Italy 
• Mrs. Serena MASSIMI — Mondimpresa — Via di Porta Pinciana 36 — 1-00187 ROMA — Tel.: ( + 39) 

6/488 4055 — ( + 39)6 488 0727, ( + 39) 6 481 4912 — Fax: ( + 39)6/488 2034 
• Mr. Giuseppe VOLPE — Confindustria — Viale dell'Astronomia 30 — 1-00144 ROMA — Tel.: ( + 39) 

6/590 3487 — Fax: ( + 39)6/591 0629 
Luxembourg 
• Mr. A.J. BRANDS — Mr. J.F.E. SYNE — EMDA Luxembourg - 117, Route de Stavelot - L-9991 

Weiswampach - Tel.: ( + 352)979436 - Fax: ( + 352) 979438 
Netherlands 
• Mrs. Henriette D. VAN DE POLDER / Mr. Ruud M. C. GEENE — NCH — Netherlands Council for 

Trade Promotion — Bezuidenhoutseweg 181 — P.O. BOX 10 — 2501 CA THE HAGUE — Tel.: ( + 31)70/ 
344 1544 — Fax: ( + 31)70/385 3531 — Telex: 32306 NCH NL 

Portugal 
• Mr. Manuel LINO — Banco de Fomento e Exterior — Avenida Casal Ribeiro, 59 — 1000 LISBOA — 

Tel.: ( + 351)1/356 1071 - 356 20 21 — Fax: ( + 351)1/352 1540 - 54 85 71 — Telex: 64752 FOBANC Ρ 
• Mr. Mariano DOS SANTOS — IAPMEI — Instituto de Apoio as Pequenas e Medias Empresas e ao 

Investimento — Rua Rodrigua da Fonseca, 73 — 1297 LISBOA CODEX — Tel.: ( + 351)1/386 4333 — 
Fax: ( + 351)1/386 3161 - Telex: 15657 IAPMEI 

Spain 
• Mr. Daniel GONZALEZ DE LA RIVERA / Mrs. Elena Moreno Fernandez De HEREDIA — IMPI — 

Instituto de la Pequena y Mediana Empresa Industrial — Paseo de la Castellana, 141 — E-28046 
MADRID — Tel.: ( + 34)1/582 93 00 ( + 34)1/582 9316 — Fax: ( + 34)1/582 9399 

United Kingdom 
England and Wales 
• Mr. Robin BUSSELL — British Chambers of Commerce — 4, Westwood House, Westwood Business Park 

- COVENTRY CV4 8HS — Tel.: ( + 44)203/694484 — ( + 44)203/694492 — Fax: ( + 44)203/694690 
North Ireland 
• Mr. Gerry McCONNELL / Mr. Mike PARR — Industrial Development Board for Northern Ireland — 

I.D.B. House - 64 Chichester Street - BELFAST BT1 4JX - Tel.: ( + 44)232/233233 - Fax: ( + 44)232/ 
231328 - Telex: 747025 

Scotland 
• Mrs. Agnes BARCLAY — Scottish Innovation Centre — Unit A l — Building 1 — Templeton Business 

Centre — 62, Templeton Street — GLASGOW G40 IDA — Tel.: ( + 44)41/554 5995 — Fax: ( + 44)41/556 
6320 

For further information: EUROPARTENARIAT POLAND 94 
Permanent Secretariat — Gdansk Business Chamber 
Dlugi Targ 39/40 - 80830 GDANSK 
Tel.: ( + 48)5831 8686 - Fax: ( + 48)5831 0216 
POLISH CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
Brussels Office - Mr. PIOTR OSKROBA 
Avenue des Arts 1-2 — B-1040 BRUSSELS 
Tel. ( + 32)2/221 0433 — Fax: ( + 32)2/217 6987 
EUROPEAN COMMISSION 
DGXXHI/B2 — Geert HEIKENS 
Rue de la Loi, 200 (AN80) - B-1049 BRUSSELS 
Tel.: ( + 32)2/295 5573 - Fax: ( + 32)2/295 1740 

SEED CAPITAL: the pilot plan enabled 187 new businesses 
to be set up with the creation of 1 706 jobs 

The seed capital and start-up capital which finances the start-up of new businesses is falling sharply in Europe. 
In 1988, the European Commission set up a Community pilot plan to help firms find this capital. What were 
the objectives of the plan? To attract private capital into this field, via the creation of 24 new investment 
funds, and to encourage, via these funds, the creation and development of new innovative firms, and 
enable an exchange of experience between seed capital experts at European level. 



The 24 funds in the pilot plan constitute the core of the European Seed Capital Fund Network (ESCFN), 
which consists of 41 funds (the 24 funds in the pilot plan and 17 associated members who do not receive any 
Community financial support). They benefit, for a 5-year period, from repayable advances covering 50% of 
their operating costs. In addition, 15 of these 24 funds, established in assisted regions of the Community, 
receive from the European Community a capital contribution via the Business and Innovation Centres (BICs) 
established in these regions. 

According to a progress report updated in January 1994, the 24 funds have collected 40 million ECU to date, 
and they are carrying out increases in capital which should bring their resources to nearly 50 million ECUs 
in 1994. They invested 20 million ECUs in 187 new firms, of which 161 are still operational, which limits the 
bankruptcy rate to 14%, which is nearly one-third of the Community average after 3 years. These 159 firms 
have enabled 1 706 direct jobs to be created. Their average turnover for 1993 is 480 000 ECUs and 75% of 
these firms have business activities with medium to high technology content. 

For further information: European Commission 
DG XXIII B/3 — Improvement of conditions of access to business and the market 
Rue de la Loi, 200 (AN 80) 
B-1049 BRUSSELS 
Tel: ( + 32)2/296 5233 
Fax: ( + 32)2/295 2154 

JOPP: facilitating the creation or expansion of joint ventures in 
the countries of Central and Eastern Europe 

As part of the PHARE programme (programme of economic aid designed to encourage the conversion and 
opening-up of the economies of Central and Eastern Europe), the Commission decided, in 1991, to launch 
the JOPP programme (Joint Venture PHARE Programme). This programme, which helps private operators 
in the Community to set up new joint ventures with local partners, or to expand those already in existence4 

is also intended to facilitate foreign investment and development of a competitive private sector in the coun
tries of Central and Eastern Europe. 
With a budget of 20 million ECUs for a period of 3 years, this programme has enabled over 250 joint venture 
projects to be funded in the countries of Central and Eastern Europe. In view of these positive results, the 
European Commission has decided to extend the programme in 1994, with an additional budget of 
27.5 million ECUs. 
Mainly aimed at SMEs, JOPP offers a certain number of forms of action which take into account the various 
stages of creation or expansion of a joint venture in the countries of Central and Eastern Europe, from the 
feasibility study stage, through pilot projects up to training activities and technology transfer, and including 
the funding requirements for the joint venture. The programme can also provide assistance for the organisa
tion of events or seminars aimed at encouraging the creation of joint ventures with these countries. The link 
between the European Commission services and the beneficiary companies is provided by a network of finan
cial intermediaries involved in the programme. 

For further information: European Commission 
DG XXIII B/3 — Improvement of conditions of access to business and the market 
rue de la Loi, 200 (AN80) 
B-1049 BRUSSELS 
Tel.: ( + 32)2/295 1234 
Fax: ( + 32)2/295 2154 

RESEARCH: A guide for greater transparency ... 
Every year, the European Commission supports several thousand research projects. To give an idea of what 
is involved, a budget of 2.5 billion ECUs was allocated for this purpose in 1993. To manage such a support 
system, a range of procedures and principles were developed, governing the manner in which the Commission 
invites and evaluates proposals from all over the Community and finances research projects. 

4 The following countries can benefit from the JOPP programme: Albania, Bulgaria, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, the 
Czech Republic, Roumania, Slovakia, Slovenia and Hungary. 



The European Commission has just published a guide with the title 'COMMUNITY SUPPORT FOR 
RESEARCH AND TECHNOLOGICAL DEVELOPMENT' an overview of the methods for handling 
proposals — an introduction to negotiation of contracts5, aimed at researchers in universities and industry. 
The first part of this document describes the way the evaluation of proposals is organised, once they have 
been submitted, and the procedure for selection of proposals for funding. The second part covers the process 
of negotiation of research and technological development contracts, and aspects linked to project manage
ment. 

The publication of this manual is in addition to other measures taken in 1993 to improve the transparency 
of the management of research programmes: — launching of calls for tenders on fixed dates, four times per 
year (15 March, 15 June, 15 September and 15 December), with the closing date shown in the Official Journal 
of the European Communities normally three months later); — publication every two months of a newsletter 
'RDT Info' containing information about future calls for tenders, about programmes and publications deriving 
from them, rotation system for experts in charge of evaluation of proposals, and simplification of the content 
of the information requested from applicants. 

For further information: European Commission 
DG XXIII — Telecommunications, Information Market and Valorisation of 
Research — Dissemination of scientific and technical knowledge Unit 
Bâtiment Jean Monnet — L-2920 Luxembourg 
DG XII — Donatella FASSONE 
rue de la Loi, 200 — B-1049 Brussels 
Fax: ( + 32)2 295 82 20 

... and actions aimed at Small and Medium-sized Enterprises 
SMEs can benefit from support for participation in projects for cooperation as part of Community research 
programmes under the same conditions as any other firm, university or research institute. The Commission 
has realised that sometimes they face difficulties participating in programmes, so it has set up special 
arrangements within certain programmes which remove a series of obstacles for SMEs, and foster their 
involvement, both qualitatively and quantitatively, and improve the transfer of technologies to SMEs. Among 
them, the 'Feasibility premiums' enable an SME to be helped to prepare a proposal for a project in the 
appropriate form, and the CRAFT programme scheme supports the performance of research work for trans
national consortia of SMEs which do not have a research capacity. 
On the basis of the experience gained, a single scheme will be set up in future, combining the various aspects 
of CRAFT and the feasibility premiums, and introduced to other programmes. A brochure is available 
describing the various schemes to help SMEs. 
To obtain this brochure, please fax:( + 32)2 296 30 25 (European Commission — Brussels) 

INTERPRISE: encouraging partnerships in Europe 
The objective of the INTERPRISE programme is to stimulate contacts between small and medium-sized 
enterprises in the Community. Three regions of three countries of the Community must band together to 
organise a meeting between firms, in order to set up commercial, technical, or financial cooperation etc. A 
programme between three regions of the Community may also include one or more regions outside the Com
munity. 

Projects supported in the context of INTERPRISE must include at least the following phases: identification 
and selection of firms in the regions concerned interested in establishing a cooperation agreement with other 
participating regions; publication and distribution of a catalogue containing cooperation profiles; organisation 
of an event, in the context of which direct contacts are set up between participating firms (appointments plan
ned in advance, interpreters present). 

The following events are being organised as part of INTERPRISE in April and May 1994: 

INTERPRISE RHONE-ALPES AERONAUTIQUE 94 
Meeting dates: 5 to 7 April 1994 in Dieulefit (Drôme, France) 
Countries involved: France, Italy, Germany, United Kingdom, Spain, Belgium, Canada, USA 
Business sectors: aircraft industry 
Organisers: ENTERPRISE RHONE-ALPES INTERNATIONAL - Anne CHAIZE - 78, route de Paris -
F - 69260 LYON/Charbonnières - Tel.: ( + 33)7834 8348 - Fax: ( + 33)7834 5985 

5 This guide is on sale from the Office of Official Publications of the European Communities — L-2985 Luxembourg — 
for 11.50 ECUs (ISBN 92-826-7347-2) 
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INTERPRISE BELGIUM - FRANCE - ITALY 
Meeting dates: 17 and 18 April 1994 in Ghent (Belgium) 
Countries involved: Belgium, France Italy 
Business sectors: manufacturing and services 
Organisers: ECONOMISCHE RAAD VOOR OOST-VLAANDEREN - André BUYST, Chantal GEYSEN 
— Kouter, 4 — B-9000 GENT - Tel.: ( + 32)91 235783 — Fax: ( + 32)91 236613 

ECOPARTNERS 
Meeting dates: 18 and 19 Aprii 1994 in AMIENS (France) 
Countries involved: France, Spain, United Kingdom, Germany, Italy 
Business sectors: Management of industrial, technical and urban problems relating to the environment 
Organisers: AGENCE REGIONALE DE L'EXPORTATION (ARE) - Bruno POISSON, Nicole NGO 
LIPEM — 36, rue des Otages — F-80037 AMIENS Cedex 01 — France — Tel.: ( + 33)2282 8082 — Fax: 
( + 33)2291 2904 

TRANSCHANNEL 94 
Meeting dates: 20 to 22 April 1994 in TOURNAI (Belgium) 
Countries involved: Belgium, France, United Kingdom 
Business sectors: multiple sectors 
Organisers: ORGA EXPO asbl - Maurice DELBROUCQ - rue du Follet, 2b - B-7540 TOURNAI 
(KAIN) - Tel.: ( + 32)6925 7111 — Fax: ( + 32)6925 7139 

EUROPALLIANCES 
Meeting dates: 5 and 6 May 1994 in PALMA DE MALLORCA (Spain) 
Countries involved: France, United Kingdom, Belgium, Portugal, Romania, Hungary, Algeria 
Business sectors: all, with emphasis on biotechnologies and advanced telecommunications 
Organisers: CARREFOUR EUROPEEN DES ENTREPRISES - Jean-Marie LEPEULE - 17, rue Georges 
BIZET - F-751176 PARIS - France - Tel.: ( + 33)1-4720 2292 — Fax: ( + 33)1-47200409 

INTERPARTENARIAT ANTILLES — GUYANA 94 
Meeting dates: 4 to 10 May 1994 in Martinique, Guyana and Guadeloupe 
Countries involved: Belgium, Spain, France, Portugal 
Business sectors: multiple sectors 
Organisers and permanent secretariat: ASSEMBLEE DES CHAMBRES FRANÇAISES DE COMMERCE ET 
D'INDUSTRIE — Bureau de Bruxelles — Henri MALOSSE — Avenue des Arts 1-2 — B-1040 BRUSSELS 
Belgium — Tel.: ( + 32)2-221 0411 — Fax: ( + 32)2-217 6987 

EURO-ARTISAN 
Meeting dates: 18 and 19 May 1994 in INVERNESS (Scotland) 
Countries involved: United Kingdom, Italy, Germany, France, Greece 
Business sectors: crafts, ceramics, glass, jewellery, textiles, toys, gifts, leather, wood 
Organisers: EURO INFO CENTRE - MANAGED BY HIGHLAND OPPORTUNITY LTD — Hugh F. 
BLACK — Development Department — Highland Regional Council — Glenurquhart Road -UK-INVER
NESS IV35 NX - Tel: ( + 44)463-702563 - Fax: ( + 44)463-710848 

For further information: European Commission 
DG XXIII — INTERPRISE 
Geert HEIKENS 
Rue de la Loi, 200 (AN80) -B-1049 BRUSSELS 
Tel.: +32-2/295 1285 - Fax: +32-2/295 1740 

In order to consolidate and continue its actions in favour of craft trades and small firms, the European 
Commission (DG XXIII) had decided to organise in Berlin, on 26 and 27 September 1994, the Second 
European Conference on Craft Trades and Small Businesses. This conference will be preceded by 
colloquia which will allow definition of the most suitable measures to develop the competitiveness of 
SMEs and craft businesses. 
• SIMPLIFICATION AND REDUCTION OF THE BURDEN OF ADMINISTRATIVE FOR

MALITIES ON SMEs AND CRAFT BUSINESSES: 21 and 22 April in Charleroi (Belgium). 
Organisers: Office de Création d'Entreprises, Mrs. CECCONELLO, B-6000 Charleroi (Belgium) — 
Tel.: ( + 32)7-413945 - Fax: ( + 32)71-422803 

• EUROPEAN IN-COMPANY EDUCATION MEETINGS: on 5 and 6 May 1994 in Charleville-
Mézières (France). 
Organisers: SESAM (European sandwich courses in firms) — Mr. Gilles ROUSSEL, 6 rue de Bra
que, F-75003 Paris (France) - Tel.: ( + 33)1-4454 3636 - Fax: ( + 33)1-4454 3639 - and the Cham-
pagne-Ardenne Regional Council. 
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION 
PAN EUROPEAN FORUM ON CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY SUBCONTRACTING 

BORDEAUX, 26 and 27 MAY 1994 
The quest for increased competitiveness is a challenge facing each business individually. However, stimula
tion of interindustrial cooperation at European level is an appropriate means for stepping up this com
petitiveness, and encouraging the economic recovery. As part of its cooperative actions, the European 
Union recently focused its attention on subcontracting, which is central to the new relationships which are 
being formed in industry. 

In the context of transnational subcontracting, five key sectors were identified as priority areas, including 
construction, which is one of the main sectors, due to its possibilities for expansion across borders, and its 
ability to sustain economic activity in Europe. 

Organised by Cobaty International with the active support of the European Commission (DG III — 
Industry and DG XXIII Enterprise Policy, and the PanEuropean Forum on construction industry subcon
tracting), which will take place on 26 and 27 May 1994 in Bordeaux, is based on three round tables on 
themes covering all the problems posed in the sector: 

— specific features of subcontracting in the construction industry; 
— conditions for access to the construction market; 
— Europe, recovery, subcontracting. 
These three topics will enable those responsible for the various industrial sectors within the Commission 
and the representatives of the large European organisations concerned to explain their position, as well as 
allowing wideranging discussion with the industry professionals present. 

• Organisers: COBATY INTERNATIONAL 
Bordeaux Congrès Service — Palais des Congrès — Avenue Jean Gabriel Domergue — F33300 Bor
deaux Lac  FRANCE  Tel.: ( + 33)5611 8888  Fax ( + 33)5643 1776. 

• For any information relating to the forum: please contact the following people at the European Commis
sion: DG III  Construction: Mr. R. CARONNA  Tel.: ( + 32)2296 1416  Fax: ( + 32)2296 1065; 
Mrs. CLIPCHITZ  Tel.: ( + 32)2295 0405  DG XXIII  Subcontracting: Mr. Τ KALLIANOS 
Tel.: ( + 32)2295 8591  Mrs. A. SODRO  Tel.: ( + 32)2296 5893  Fax: ( + 32)2296 6048. 

EUROINFO is a newsletter for small businesses and craft trades. It is distributed free of charge to 
business organisations, associations and groups and to correspondents of the Business Cooperation Cen
tre (BRE) to members of the BCNET (Business Cooperation Network) and to EUROINFO CEN
TRES and to SME executives who request a copy. EUROInfo appears 10 times per year. 

The information contained in this issue may be reproduced. The opinions expressed do not necessarily 
reflect the official views of the Commission of the European Communities. The facts contained in this 
newsletter are given for information purposes only and do not legally bind the Commission. 
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