

























































































CONFERENCES

Green Week 2002
15-19 April, Brussels (Belgium)

Combining a conference and exhibition
programme, this is the second annual
Green Week. It addresses the issue of how
citizens, businesses, policy-makers, young
people and other stakeholders can help to
make the world a healthier and more
environmentally friendly place to live in.
Participants will take part in seminars and
workshops addressing children’s health
and environment, sustainable consump-
tion and production, the world summit
on sustainable development and Natura
2002.

Contact

http://europa.eu.int/comm/environment/greenweek/
2001/index.htm

Nanotechnology — the Next
Industrial Revolution

24-25 April, Edinburgh
(United Kingdom)

This event will give entrepreneurs and
futurists the chance to explore new busi-
ness opportunities presented by nan-
otechnology, and how it is already im-
pacting such products as smart paints,
pigments and coatings, personal health
diagnostics, retinal, cochlear and neural
implants, artificial bone, tissue and
organs, and microsatellites. The pro-
gramme includes case studies of entrepre-
neurs and industrialists who are currently
commercialising nanotechnologies.

Contact
J. Strang
TI. +44 1786 447520
Fx. +44 1786 447530
julie@nano.org.uk
http://www.nano.org.uk/

International One-on-One
Co-operation forum for
environmental technologies

15-16 May, Munich (Germany)

Organised by IRC Bavaria in parallel with
IFAT, the largest European trade fair for
environment, this event provides a plat-
form for the establishment of new inter-
national business contacts. Participants
can choose the companies and institutes
they would like to talk to in advance,
from a catalogue of the competence pro-
files and co-operation interests of all
participants, including companies from
central and eastern Europe.

Contact
D. Gérlitz, IRC Bavaria
Tl +49 911 20671 31
Fx. +49 911 20671 22
goerlitz@bayern-innovativ.de
http://www.bayern-innovativ.de/
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ICT co-operation meeting
3-4 June, Prague (Czech Republic)

Taking place in parallel with the Comnet
exhibition and conference, the event will
cover electronic business, multimedia and
electronic publishing, and telecommuni-
cations. It offers participants an opportu-
nity to exchange ideas for technology
transfer and establish contacts for future
collaboration. The deadline for submit-
ting technology offers and requests, as the
basis for arranging bilateral meetings
between potential partners, is April 24.

Contact
E. Hillerova, IRC Czech Republic
TI. +420 2 2039 0717
Fx. +420 2 2092 2698
hillerova@tc.cas.cz
http://www.tc.cas.cz/ict/

The European business
summit

6-8 June, Brussels (Belgium)

Organised by the European Union of
Employers, UNICE and the Federation of
Belgian companies (FEB-VBO), the sum-
mit addresses issues affecting the Euro-
pean business community, and will be
attended by business people and politi-
cians, including several European Com-
missioners. One theme will be ‘Entrepre-
neurship and sustainable development in
an enlarged Europe’, and candidate coun-
try representatives will be fully involved
in panel discussions, as well as presenting
business opportunities in their countries.
A dedicated ‘exhibition and networking
village’ will be available to facilitate net-
working.

Contact
ebs@vbo-feb.be
http://www.ebsummit.org/

Integrating European
research innovation
management

14-15 June, Budapest (Hungary)

The annual conference of the European
Association for Research Managers and
Administrators (EARMA) is organised this
year in co-operation with the Hungarian
academy of sciences. It will bring together
research managers, administrators and
other interested parties to increase the
quality and competitiveness of European
research through improved research man-
agement and administration.

Contact

http://www.cineca.it/earma
http://www.sztaki.hu/cunferences/earma2002/

Third Annual Innovating
Regions in Europe network
meeting

17-18 June, Stratford-upon-Avon
(United Kingdom)

This event will bring policy-makers
together to reflect on future regional
innovation policy. It will provide oppor-
tunities for networking, and for dis-
cussing issues such as the role of the
regions in the European Research Area,
European cohesion policy after 2006, and
regional innovation strategies in the
Newly Associated Countries.

Contact

http://www.innovating-regions.org/

Towards an integrated
infrastructure for
measurements

18-19 June, Warsaw (Poland)

The conference will consider recent
developments in measurement and test-
ing research in Europe, the challenges
and opportunities ahead, and the need
to build a common research infrastruc-
ture. Aimed at academic and industrial
researchers, the event will also be of value
to others working in the fields of regula-
tion, standardisation and quality control.

Contact
N. Verhoeven, European Commission
Fx. +32 2 295 8072
growth@cec.eu.int
http://europa.eu.int/comm/research/growth/

CRIS 2002, ‘Gaining insight
from research information’

29-31 August, Kassel (Germany)

The conference is designed to provide a
platform for the exchange of information
and best practice and the promotion of sci-
entific discussion. In addition, the organ-
isers hope that networking at the event
will stimulate European co-operation.

Contact
A. Nase, Social Science [nformation Centre
Fx. +49 228 2281 120
cris2002@bonn.iz-soz.de
http://www.eurocris.org/cris2002/
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Innovative instruments for
raising equity for SMEs in
Europe

This report, prepared for Enterprise DG,
examines European SMEs’ needs in rela-
tion to their access to finance. It recom-
mends the introduction of public sector
sponsorship to help close the venture gap,
as well as a greater role for the European
Investment Fund. The authors say that
the venture gap affects around 5,000
young, innovative and very high-risk
firms with high potential for growth,
which are too small to be funded by ven-
ture capitalists, due to fixed transaction
and monitoring costs. A separate venture
capital gap extends to debt and hybrid
financing, and affects up to 200,000 firms
across a much wider range of ages, sizes,
sectors and circumstances. The lack of
European investors specialising in this
arca of SME finance is largely due to the
lack of the network economies that would
be produced by knowledge sharing and
support services for financiers. Both gaps
exist to varying extents in all EU Member
States, the report suggests, while in the
United States they are filled by more
developed informal investor activity.

Contact

The full report is available at
http://europa.eu.int/comm/enterprise/
entrepreneurship/financing/index.htm

Financing SMEs:
The European Approach

ISBN 90 5466 491 6; €15; 224pp, FR/EN

The proceedings of the European Confer-
ence organised last October by Serge
Kubla, Belgian President of the Industry
Council of the European Union, have
been published in a combined French
and English edition. The report contains
the full text of all the main speeches

©'Subseription Form =7

delivered at the event, as well as sum-
maries of the discussions. It also sets out
the conclusions, which were submitted
directly to the Industry Council, and
address issues such as taxation, guaran-
tees and entrepreneurial climate. On
Community policy, the conference called
for a greater focus on market failure, par-
ticularly in the area of micro-finance, and
for action to reduce the fragmentation of
Europe’s financial markets.

[Contact]
Mediaclub
7. +32 70 233 589
Fx. +32 70 233 489

shop@mediaclub.be
http://www.mediaclub.be/

Global competitiveness
report 2001

According to the latest edition of the
World Economic Forum's report, Finland
has overtaken the United States as the
most competitive country in the world.
Finland heads the rankings of 75 coun-
tries in terms both of current growth and
of growth potential over the next five
years. This is “evidence of how quickly an
economy's prospects can be transformed
by strong political institutions, a focus on
technology and sound macroeconomic
management,” the report concludes.
Other European countries which score
well are Sweden, the Netherlands and the
United Kingdom. The report emphasises
the importance of innovation in realising
the competitive benefits of a knowledge-
based economy, highlighting science-
based learning, venture capital, improved
financial and legal arrangements for new
start-ups, and “improved legal tools for
intellectual property rights” as key factors.

[Contact]

The executive summary of the report is available at
http//www.weforum.org/pdf/ger/ExecSumm_Final.pdf

Note

Publications are free unless otherwise
stated. If specific contact information for
obtaining a publication is not supplied,
and there is a price listed in euros, then
the publication can be purchased from the
sales and subscription office in your coun-
try of the Office for Official Publications of
the European Communities (EUR-OP).
Addresses can be found in most EU publi-
cations, on the WWW (http://eur-op.eu.
int/general/en/s-ad.htm) and by contact-
ing EUR-OP (fax: +352 2929 42759).

Industrial aspects of

the information society:
business networks and the
knowledge-driven economy

ISBN 92 828 8044 3; €43

This empirical study, carried out in
Europe and Canada, highlights several
problem areas that need to be addressed if
European industry is to benefit fully from
the networking opportunities offered by
the web. SMEs have been especially slow
to look for value through knowledge and
information sharing, and many still lack
ICT skills. Currently, the authors con-
clude, 90% of all networks rely on grants
of one form or another.

[Contact]

The report may also be downloaded from
http://forum.europa.eu.int/irc/sme/euroinformation/info
/data/sme/en/library/biznet1.pdf
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