


B Safety standards at the workplace

From 31 December 1992 all places of work, whether new or
renovated, and all newly installed machinery, will have to meet
European safety standards, approved by the European Commun-
ity Council of Ministers on 5 April. In the case of offices and fac-
tories, as well as machinery, already in use on 31 December 1992,
employers will have until 1 January 1998 to comply with these
rules. The new standards are embodied in two Community direc-
tives, one of which deals with the safe use of machinery and other
equipment, the other with safety at the workplace and covers mat-
ters like lighting, emergency exits, ventilation and toilets. The
Council also approved a third directive, which relates to the use
of protective clothing, including helmets, special clothing, gog-
gles, etc. These three directives represent the first specific social
measures which complement the technical rules of the single
market, following the adoption by the Twelve last December of
the broad principles governing the health and safety of workers.
They set minimum standards; national authorities are free to ap-
ply stricter standards.

B Cheaper air fares

The European Community’s Court of Justice has ruled that most of
the agreements between airlines setting fares for scheduled flights —
usually on the high side — violate the EC’s competition rules.
Governments do not have the right either to encourage or approve
such agreements; only public service obligations — flying an un-
profitable route, for example — can justify such practices. The Court
ruled in favour of two German travel agents who had sold air tickets
at prices below those authorized by the German authorities. The two
agents sold tickets for the Lisbon-Frankfurt-Tokyo flight at a price
below the authorized price for Frankfurt-Tokyo, by taking advantage
of Portuguese prices. Once again the Court’s ruling clearly favours
the liberalization of air travel. The EC’s competition commissioner,
Karel Van Miert, viewed it as an encouragement for the second stage
of the liberalization programme, which should complete the
measures taken at the end of 1987. For the international air transport
association, which groups scheduled airlines, the 11 April ruling will
accelerate the move towards cheaper air fares.

B Television without frontiers

Television and the single market are moving ahead together. In two
years’ time cross-border television should become a reality
throughout the 12-nation European Community, thanks to a Com-
munity directive which the EC Council of Ministers approved on 13
April — provided the text is not rejected by the European Parliament
at the end of May. The directive provides a minimum of rules to en-
sure that programmes which follow them can be broadcast
throughout the Community. The rules seek to protect children from
violence and pornography and to limit advertising to 15 % of air time
per day, with a maximum of 20% per hour.

The directive also calls on television companies to reserve more than
50% of the time devoted to films for European productions. While
this does not amount to a mandatory ‘quota’, as sought by the Euro-
pean Parliament, telecasters are required to transmit a percentage of
European films at least equal to the percentage transmitted in 1988.

They need not limit themselves to EC-made productions, however:
productions from other West European countries can be included,
together, perhaps, with productions from certain East European
countries.
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B Smoothing the path for company
subsidiaries :

Companies wanting to set up a subsidiary in another European
Community country than their own will find it easier to do so,
thanks to a directive adopted by the EC Council of Ministers on
14 April. It harmonizes the publication of certain information
when a subsidiary is set up, thus removing a major obstacle facing
companies.

@ ‘1992’ on your VDU
A new information service

From 1 June you will be able to keep up with the ‘1992’ pro-
gramme, thanks to INFO 92, a new information service on
videotex devised by the European Commission. INFO °92 pro-
vides information on the 280-0odd measures needed to complete
the single market, through a series of increasingly detailed menus
you can choose yourself.

The initial choice is between three major sections: the removal of
(i) physical (ii) technical and (iii) fiscal barriers. Each section is
divided into several chapters, which are further subdivided. The
information provided by INFO ’92 will be continuously updated.

During a4-month period — from 1 June to 30 September this year
— access to INFO 92 will be free of charge for sequences of 10
minutes each. From 1 October it will cost ECU 10* (ECU 1 =
£ 0.65 or IR£ 0.78) per hour on-line. INFO ’92 will be available
in English, French, German and Dutch from 1 June; by the end
of June 1989, it will be available in all other EC languages except
Greek, which will be added later. : '

To access INFO ’92 you will have to follow your PTT’s instruc-
tions for accessing your national data network, then call 429 121
if you are in Luxembourg or 270429 121 if you are outside Luxem-
bourg. Once the connection has been made, the message CNOI
PLEASE ENTER NET COMMAND will be displayed. Enter the
letter o. When the messages PLEASE LOGON followed by
IDENTIFICATION are displayed, you must enter europe92.
Every entry must be followed by carriage return or CR. For fur-
ther information you can call the Help Desk in Brussels on 235
00 01 or 235 00 03.

INFO ’92 will be available in a database version also. This method
requires no additional equipment as compared to Videotex but
allows: more flexible search methods; identification of recent ad-
vances and searches for all references to a given question: official
publications, position papers from employers and trade unions,
Community directives, etc. The charge for using the database ver-
sion is ECU 45 per hour.
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@ Continuing vocational training
on the cards

It is necessary to encourage continuing vocational training
throughout the European Community, in order to ensure that
company reorganizations required by the completion of the single
market do not lead to a sharp rise in unemployment. In a resolu-
tion to this effect, adopted on S April, the Community’s employ-
ment ministers have asked the Member States to encourage con-
tinuing vocational training at the national, regional and local
level, and more especially in disadvantaged regions and for small
and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs). The ministers also called
on the European Commission to submit to it a Community action
programme aimed at increasing awareness among companies,
especially SMEs, and to help disadvantaged regions organize thc
services needed for continuing vocational training and monitor
professional qualifications at all levels, so as to facilitate their
mutual recognition by the Twelve.

@ Quality and the single food market

The French Government has set two objectives for the food sector
before its 11 European Community partners. They are: quicker
approval of European standards and a Community policy as
regards quality. The objectives are set out in two documents sub-
mitted in early April. The French, who will chair all meetings of
the EC Council of Ministers during the second half of this year,
want to make it easier to take decisions in this sector through the
systematic use of majority voting.

So far progress towards the 1992 target has been very slow in the
agro-food sector, largely because of recourse to procedures which
require a unanimous vote. The French are proposing four lines of
attack in order to speed up matters. (i) An extension to the agro-
food sector of the new approach to the harmonization of standards
that has been adopted for industrial products. It requires the EC
Council of Ministers to adopt only the basic principles; the task
of translating them into technical standards is left to the experts.
(i1) The task of harmonizing standards in the agro-food sector
would be entrusted to a new European body, which would take in-
to account regional and national dishes. (iii) A Community policy
on quality would be prepared, together with (iv) measures to pro-
tect natural products against their synthetic substitutes.

The French Government would like to apply this method to 16
kinds of products, ranging from fresh foods prepared from
vegetables to cheese and game. The three Benelux countries have
also come out in favour of (a) a Community policy as regards the
quality of foodstuffs and (b) faster progress towards the comple-
tion of the single market in this sector. Their views were set out
in a joint memorandum published on 6 April.

@ Veterinary controls and
the single market

The Italian Government suggested measures in early April aimed
at facilitating the free movement of livestock and meat in the single
market to its 11 European Community partners and the European
Commission. The move was prompted by the need to make up for
the delay in harmonizing national veterinary laws. Rome would
like all governments to refrain from adopting national measures
between now and 1992, in areas where there has been no har-
monization so far, and to recognize the technical agreements
entered into by each of them with third countries.

In the Italian Government’s view it is equally necessary to set up
a European veterinary inspection service, which would carry out
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checks at the Community’s external frontiers, as well as at ports

and airports. The inspectors would receive a similar training. The
Italian memorandum also envisages the creation of a European
veterinary fund, which would meet part of the costs borne by the
Twelve in meeting Community standards.

BRIEFLY ...

@ The heads of the European Community’s national railways and the 12 EC
governments have joined forces to prepare the railway network for the single
market. They set up a working group to this end in Madrid on 3 April. Its
members will include representatives of the railways and the ambassadors of
the Member States to the Community.

® The European Commission proposed on 13 April that the rates charged
by the European Community’s hauliers be decontrolled from 1 January 1990.
The present system of mandatory tariffs is hardly compatible with the single
market, in the Commission’s view.

® The creation of a European Transport Agency, to facilitate decision-
making and the financing of equipment, is proposed in a report published on
20 March by the European Round Table of Industrialists, to which some 40
of the largest West European companies belong.

The flow of capital into Greece from other European Community countries,
to finance takeovers, mergers and similar operations involving Greek com-
panies, amounted to some ECU 76 million. (ECU 1 = £ 065 or IR £ 0.78)
during the first two months of 1989. This was more than two-thirds of Greek
capital imports during all of 1988.

® The European Commission’s press and information office in Dublin
organized the first of its ‘1992 lunches in early April. They will be held once
a month, and will bring together the heads of some 15 industrial and service
companies for an exchange of views.

@ A free telephone line — line 06 — will be installed in the Netherlands
before the summer, to provide callers information on the 1992 project. If the
expert is unable to answer the question put to him, he will connect the caller
to the ministry concerned.

® ‘Europe in Britain' was the theme of an information day, devoted to the
single market, which the European Commission organized in London on 31
March. Those who attended came from all over the country, and were able
to take part in debates dealing with a wide range of subjects, including trade
and industry; the professions; finance; the regions; social affairs, etc.

® Some 58 % of German firms believe they are ready for the single market,
according to a survey in which more than 15000 companies took part. It was
commissioned by the country’s Conference on Trade and Industry (DIHT)
and published on 12 April. Companies which already export were more op-
timistic, on the whole.

Seen from abroad |

P Vienna wants to join

The Austrian Government adopted a report on 17 April which
favours the opening of negotiations for the country’s eventual
membership of the European Community. The report never-
theless lays down several conditions for Austria’s entry into the
Community, of which the most important are that Austria’s
neutrality and its social security system must be safeguarded. The
Socialist Party, to which Chancellor Franz Vranitzky belongs, had
come out in favour of entry negotiations on 4 April.

P Malta draws closer

The government of Malta would like to harmonize its own legisla-
tion with that of the European Community and cooperate more
closely with it in a variety of areas, including the monetary field.
The country’s prime minister, Ugo Mifsud Bonnici, and his col-
leagues told the Twelve as much during the EEC/Malta
ministerial level meeting in Brussels on 20 March.









