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Towards a European research area 

Interview with Philippe Busquin, 

European Commissioner responsible for research. 

Scientists give their verdict 

European Nobel prizewinners 
on research policy. 
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News in brief. Diary, Publications, 
Calls for proposals 
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The European scienti f ic l a n d s c a p e 

A field survey analyses public research . 
structures in a dozen countries. 

Accelerating into the future 

The technological and social challenges Europe is set 
to experience by 2010, identified by the Institute for 

Prospective Technological Studies in Seville (JRC). 

Biomedicine 

Diabetes reveals its secrets 

A wideranging genetic study is seeking to under
stand the role of genetic determinism in diabetes. 

Biomaterials 

B u i l d i n g the n e w m a n 

New biomaterials are opening up innovative ways 
in surgery to repair human tissues and organs. 

Open forum 

An informal platform for ideas and debate 1 6 
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In the lead in the wireless world 28 

Innovative developments combining the use of 
mobile phones and the Internet will allow Europe 

to gain a foothold in the 'new economy'. 

Environment 

The ozone shield 

u n d e r c lose survei l lance 

European and US experts in atmospheric physics 
and chemistry gathered in Kiruna (S) for the latest 
winter campaign of measurements on the state of 

the ozone layer in the northern hemisphere. Report. 

Europe's fragile forests 

New tools for assessing the risks posed by storms 
and fires are at the disposal of forestry experts. 

C o m m u n i c a t i n g uncer ta in ty 

How, on an issue as complex as climatic change, 
can scientists help the public to form an opinion? 
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