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RELAY CENTRES 
WILL STRENGTHEN NATIONAL AND REGIONAL ROLES 

IN TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER 

In several Member States, the process of ratification of the Maastricht Treaty has turned 
the spotlight on the word "subsidiarity". In general its meaning, in European 

Community terms, is not difficult to define. Subsidiarity is the principle that the 
Community should only take on work that is best tackled at a European rather than some 
other, usually national, level. In practice, the Maastricht discussions show that there is 
plenty of scope for discussion, and differences of opinion, about how the subsidiarity prin­
ciple should be applied. It is not always easy to arrive at a clear concensus on what actions 
indeed require a European framework in order to maximise their chances of success. 
The research and technological development (RTD) programmes of the Community are not 
immune from these discussions. As the article on page 2 of this issue shows, the subsidia­
rity principle has been taken into account in the Commission's recently-published proposal 
for the Fourth RTD Framework Programme, to cover the period 1994-98. Another, Maas­
tricht related, aspect of the Commission's proposal is that the draft Decision on the Fourth 
Framework Programme is presented in a dual format, one corresponding to the legal basis 
provided by the Single European Act of 1987 and the other to the Maastricht Treaty on 
European Union. Once the Maastricht Treaty has been ratified, it is the corresponding text 
which will become the Commission's proposal. 
In the technology transfer area, the importance of national and regional structures in 
reaching potential users of the information generated by Community RTD programmes is 
well recognised. The Centralised Action for the dissemination and exploitation of research 
results, part of the Third Framework Programme and currently being implemented as the 
VALUE II programme, includes provision for the establishement of a network of relay 
centres in Member States precisely to fulfil this function. About 30% of VALUE II resources 
will be devoted to the network. As this issue goes to press, the announcement of the names 
of the organisations selected to become relay centres is imminent. Full details will be pre­
sented in the next issue. 
By making use of national and regional organisations, future dissemination and exploita­
tion activities under VALUE II will be more in tune with local needs and traditions. At the 
same time, the central position of VALUE II will be used to encourage networking among 
the relay centres, in order to introduce a European dimension to local activities. 

Dr. A.S. Strub 
Director for Dissemination ami Exploitation 

of RTD Results, Technology Transfer and innovation 
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F O U R T H F R A M E W O R K P R O G R A M M E 

Fourth Framework Programme Proposed 

On 30 September, the Commission presented its proposal for a 
Fourth Framework Programme of Community Activities in the 
Field of Research and Technological Development (RTD) for 
1994-98 (COM (92) 406). The Commission has proposed that a total 
of ECU 14,700 million should be allocated to the programme. 

The new programme has a more unified structure than its 
predecessors, and gives strong consideration to subsidiarity and to 
coherence between RTD policy and economic and social cohesion. 
As for previous framework programmes, the main thrust is the use 
of science and technology to strengthen the competitive position of 
European industry, and to improve the quality of life in Europe. 

Structure 
The new programme complies with the provisions of the Maa­

stricht Treaty and therefore covers all the Community's RTD and 
demonstration activities. As a result, it will include RTD and demo­
nstration activities connected with the implementation of common 
policies such as environment, agriculture, fisheries, energy and 
transport. International scientific cooperation will now be part of the 
programme, together with back-up and follow-up activities, such as 
studies, technology watch, evaluation, and feasibility studies. 

Among the activities which up to now were outside the 
framework programme structure, but which will be included in the 
Fourth Framework Programme, is SPRINT, the programme 
promoting innovation and technology transfer. 

The Fourth Framework Programme is split into four areas of 
activity, and a number of core thematic areas are identified for each 
of these: 
• ¡mplementaion of research, technological development and 

demonstration programmes through the promotion of 
cooperation with and between undertakings, research centres 
and universities (indicative allocation: ECU 11,600 million); 

• promotion of cooperation in the field of Community research, 
technological development and demonstration with third 
countries and international organisations (indicative allocation; 
ECU 1,400 million); 

• dissemination and optimisation of the results of activities in 
Community research, technological development and 
demonstration (indicative allocation: ECU 700 million); 

• stimulation of training and mobility of researchers in the 
Community (indicative allocation: ECU 1,000 million). 

Subsidiarity principle 
Subsidiarity, assigned a central role under "Maastricht", under­

lies the Fourth Framework Programme as a guiding principle. 

Subsidiarity is intrinsic in 

• "big science" activities, which require European work to be 
concetra ted in one large installation (such as JET) or in the form 
of collaborative research; 

• technology priority projects, benefiting many industrial sectors 
and requiring long-term investments and cooperation, which 
need a stimulus at Community level; 

• activities designed to help establish the single market; 
• prenormative research activities (in support of norms, standards 

and regulations), activities aimed at developing an integrated 
system of networks, and stimulating measures for the European 
scientific community. 

Content 
The technical content of the programme has been determined 

with two main objectives in view: 
• science and technology to strengthen the scientific and 

technological bases of Community industry and make it more 
competitive at the international level; 

• science and technology to improve the quality of life of the 
individual and society in Europe. 
To stimulate the competitiveness of European industry, the 

development of generic technologies will receive special attention. 
These will be covered by conventional programmes but will also be 
the subject of a number of technological priority projects proposed 
by businesses and cooperation between EUREKA and the 
Community is likely to play an important role in this area. 

Cooperation with third countries will be developed. The EFTA 
countries will participate fully in the programme and special 
attention will be paid to the Central and Eastern European 
countries, to help preserve their scientific and technological 
potential, rehabilitate their productive systems and improve the 
quality of life of their citizens. Efforts will also be made to 
stengthen synergies with other European cooperation frameworks. 

SMEs participating in Community programmes will benefit from 
a new financial engineering initiative to provide them with 
supplementary support for the optimisation of the results of their 
research activities. 

With a view to developing the Community's human resources in 
the scientific domain, mobility grants will be awarded mainly at 
postgraduate level and intra-Community scientific and technical 
cooperation networks will be developed. To impove links between 
academic research and industry, specific networks between 
laboratories, universities and businesses will be launched. 

Detailed Structure of the 
Fourth Framework Programme 

The Fourth Framework Programme 
comprises four areas of activity, each of 
which is broken down into core themes. 
At the implementation stage of the 
Framework Programme, the themes will 
be defined in more technical detail, and 
regrouped into specific programmes. 
The breakdown of the Fourth 
Framework Programme, as given in the 
Commission's proposal, can be 
summarised as follows: 

First Activity: Implementation of research, 
technological development and 
demonstration programmes, by promoting 
cooperation with and between undertakings, 
research centres and universities. 

Information and communications technologies: 
Key elements for IT systems; Software 
engineering and best practice; High 
perfomance computing and networking; 
Image technologies; Electronic networks and 
linguistics; ICT support for function integra­
tion in manufacturing; Advanced 
communications; Information exchange 
between administrations; Technologies for 
integrated and optimised transport systems. 

Industrial technologies: ICT manufacturers 

and industrial users - cooperative approaches 
and opportunities; Advanced manufacturing 
technologies; Human centred manufacturing; 
Materials and their processing; Measurement 
and testing; Technology for transport means; 
Science and technology for a new urban 
habitat; Science and technology for the 
preservation of European cultural heritage; 
Science and technology for the struggle 
against social exclusion. 

Environment: Global change; Environmental 
quality and human health; Natural hazards; 
Innovative technologies and infrastructure for 
marine and polar research. 

Life sciences and technologies: Genomes; 
Molecular genetics of plants and biodiversity; 
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