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Foreword

The extensive accession discussions already underway with the Phare countries of
Central and Eastern Europe have stimulated demand for statistical data concerning
them. As with the existing Member States, there is a recognition that regional as well
as national differences are important. The "Portrait of the Regions" series is designed
to provide in-depth regional studies to meet this need. After four volumes covering the
fifteen countries that today constitute the European Union, the series was extended in
1997 to a fifth volume, which covered the regions of Hungary. The sixth volume was
devoted to the Czech Republic and Poland and the seventh to the Slovak Republic.

While Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania are grouped together in Volume 8, the ninth book
in the series reviews the 12 regions of Slovenia. This tenth volume is similar in being
devoted to a single country, Bulgaria, but there are significant differences. Here, cov-
erage is at two levels, reflecting Bulgaria's adoption, early in 2000, of 6 level-2 statisti-
cal regions and 28 level-3 regions. As with the earlier publications, photographs,
maps, graphs and statistical tables supplement detailed thematic texts on key
aspects of the region. These include the strengths and weaknesses of each region,
demographic and economic issues, employment and unemployment, natural
resources, education and culture.

This issue of the "Portrait of the Regions" series is the first to be printed in the coun-
try concerned and is the result of very extensive co-operation between Eurostat and
the National Statistical Institute of Bulgaria. Project supervision was co-ordinated by
CESD Communitaire and the preparation of texts and graphs was carried out by
Eurogramme.

I would like to express my appreciation to all the individuals and organisations, par-
ticularly within the National Statistical Institute of Bulgaria, whose contribution to this

valuable work enabled its publication.
%Qa:/‘\:fi Franchet

Director-General of Eurostat
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This volume was produced with the collaboration of the National Statistical Institute of Bulgaria and was coordi-
nated by CESD Communautaire. Preparation of texts, maps, graphs and photographs was entrusted to
Eurogramme. Its publication was made possible by the financial support of the Phare programme. Its contents
do not necessarily reflect the official views of the institutions of the European Communities.

Phare

CESD-Communautaire was in charge of the administrative, This project is financed by the European Union's Phare
financial and contractual co-ordination of the project. CESD- Programme, which provides grant finance to support its partner
Communautaire is specialised in the implementation of interna- countries in central and eastern Europe to the stage where they
tional programmes, establishing and promoting advanced sta- are ready to assume the obligations of European Union mem-
tistical methodologies. bership.

Texts were drafted in cooperation between the National Statistical Institute of Bulgaria, Sofia University
(Department of Geography) and the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences (Institute of Geography) under the supervi-
sion of the Head of the Regional Statistics Department, S. Tsvetarsky, by:

Planning regions (except employment, unemployment and wages sections):
Prof. St. Karastoyanov, Assoc. Prof. P. Slaveykov.

Planning regions (employment, unemployment and wages): G. Shopov, D. Fratev.
Oblasti: Group of researchers, under the supervision of Assoc. Prof. B. Kolev.
Edited by: G. Shopov

Contributors: Simona Klasinc, Statistical Office of the Republic of Slovenia, Ljubljana
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VI

Structure of the publication

Each of the 6 major regions is presented in accor-
dance with a uniform layout on six pages:

Page 1:
-overview (1)
-strengths and weaknesses of the region (2)
Page 2:
-strengths and weaknesses of the region (2)
Page 3:
-natural resources (3)
-population structure and trends (4)
Page 4:
-economic structure (5)
-wages and incomes (6)
Page 5:
-employment and unemployment (7)
-transport and communications (8)
Page 6:
-environment (9)
-public utilities and services (10)

The smaller regions (oblasti) are presented in
alphabetical order after the major regions to which
they belong, each in accordance with a uniform
layout on two pages:

Page 1:

-overview (1)

-strengths and weaknesses of the region (2)
Page 2:

-economic structure (3)
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The PORTRAIT OF THE
REGIONS consists of ten

volumes:

Volume 1

Volume 2

Volume 3

Volume 4

Volume 5

Volume 6

Volume 7

Volume 8

Volume 9

Volume 10
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BULGARIA

‘ ith its area of 109 910 km’
and population of slightly
above 8 million, Bulgaria

| occupies the southeastern part of the
Balkan Peninsula. To the north, the
Danube forms much of its frontier with
Romania, to the west it has a moun-
‘ tainous border with Yugoslavia and to
the south its neighbours are Greece
| and Turkey. Eastwards, its golden
beaches open on to the Black Sea. A
small country with centuries-long his-
tory, Bulgaria stands at the crossroad
of major routes from Europe to Asia.
While undergoing substantial changes
in its recent economic and social life,
the country is firmly set on its way to a
market economy and democracy.
The new administrative breakdown of
the country is in essence designed to
meet the EU requirements in the
course of the accession process.
Level 2 includes 6 planning regions,
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which are not a part of the administra-
tive structure, but are formed mainly
for the purposes of economic plan-
ning. At level 3, the administrative
breakdown comprises 28 oblasti. The
next level includes 262 obshtini, which
are the smallest administrative units
with local self-government.

The economic and social analysis at
all levels reveals sharp contrasts in
regional development. The major dis-
proportion is found in the South-West
region, due to the presence of the cap-
ital Sofia within its boundaries. As a
result, the region has the most
favourable economic climate national-
ly coupled with an abundant and well-
educated labour force. However, the
concentration of the population in the
capital has resulted in Bulgaria’s high-
est population density and a corre-
spondingly negative impact on overall
living conditions.

In contrast, the economy of the North-
West region is lagging far behind the
national level, the region having the
highest unemployment rate in the
country. Furthermore, in this region
and in the adjacent North-Central
region resides the most aging popula-
tion in Bulgaria.

While the rest of the regions occupy
the middle ground, there are substan-
tial disparities on an inter-regional
level. Nevertheless, all the regions
have substantially suffered in the pro-
cess of transition to a market econo-
my, the main problems being the slow
privatisation process, particularly with
regard to the returning of agricultural
land, and the substantial cut in indus-
trial production. The latter gave rise to
a dramatic rise in unemployment
which, although experiencing tempo-
rary improvements, remains a serious
problem.




Rila Monastery is a symbol of Bulgaria’s centuries-long cultural tradition.
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North-West region

The centre of nuclear
energy in Bulgaria

In ancient times, Thracian tribes inhab-
ited this region. Following the Roman
conquest, many important military and
trade centres such as Bononia,
Raciaria, Montanezium were estab-
lished. After medieval Bulgaria was
divided in 1375, this area was part of a
separate autonomous Bulgarian state
called Vidin kingdom, which lasted until
1396. Under Ottoman rule many impor-
tant trade routes to Serbia and Austria
crossed this territory both on the
Danube River and by land.

The region is broken down into 3 sub-
regions, which have a total of 33 munici-
palities and 398 settlements between
them. The main centres are Vratsa, with
a population of 74 000 people, followed
by Vidin and Montana.

As its name implies, the region is situat-
ed in northwestern Bulgaria. The Iskar
River bounds the region to the east, the
Timok River to the west, the Danube to
the north and the Balkan mountain
range to the south. The northern border
is a natural one, and coincides with the
state frontier with Romania. The biggest
Bulgarian ports are at Lom, Vidin,
Kozloduy and Oryahovo. The trade
routes to Central and Eastern Europe
pass thorough Vidin and Oryahovo. The
main border crossings are at Oryahovo
(Romania) and Vrashka Chuka
(Yugoslavia). Many settlements in the
eastern part of the region are strongly
influenced by the town of Pleven in
neighbouring North-Central region.
Bulgaria's only nuclear power plant,
"Kozloduy", is sited here, supplying
some two fifths of the country’s total
electricity production. It has been the
catalyst of development in a region,
which is highly peripheral to the main
centres of economic activity.

Bulgaria's links across the Danube to the heart of Europe will be enhanced by a new bridge at
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Vidin. Photo by Peter Dimov
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Geographical position offers great potential

The region’s geographical location is its
strongest asset, since the 4" and 7"
European traffic corridors cross its terri-
tory. An important prerequisite for future
economic development is regional sta-
bility around the border areas at Vidin,
Oryahovo and Vrashka Chuka. Military
conflict in the region’s northwestern
neighbour, Yugoslavia, has had a nega-
tive impact on its development in recent
years. It had a stagnating effect on the
economy, increased the population
decline, and was an impediment to the
optimal use of the region’s favourable
geographical position.

A second important regional advantage
lies in its fertile soils and good climate,
which favour the development of eco-

logical agriculture, tourism and other
economic activities. The region’s spe-
cialisation in agricultural production
confirms the existence of copious natu-
ral resources.

Furthermore, its high industrial capacity
and skilled labour force are also among
the region’s positive aspects. The great-
est potential is in the energy sector and
in the chemical and food industry.

One of the major problems here is the
large population decline, which is a
result of a negative natural increment
and migratory flows, due mainly to the
economic hardship which people face.
Any future improvement to the demo-
graphic situation is closely related to
economic development, which in turn is
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NORTH-WEST

Which regions are similar to
North-West region?

Area:

10 588 km®
Ostergotlands lan (S)
Zamora (E)
Budejovicky (C2)

Activity rate:

45,6 %
Molise (1)
Ipeiros (EL)
Nyugat-Dunantul (HU)

Population:

603 000 inhabitants
Essen, Kreisfreie Stadt (D)
Puy-de-Dome (F)
Mures (RO)

Agriculture - 1999

Number of private farms 165 077
Persons working in agriculture * 75 060
dependent on improvements to the Total agricultural area (ha) 736 541
T Agricultural land use in 1999 (%
FEIOR A I RN g {5} Total livestock 639 028
Another regional drawback is the sub- Permanent b "
stantial drop in industrial and agricultur- o posia ST:&E?;JS&M gLt e
al production. This is a result of the ' 20 9 '
restructuring and the privatisation of the P'g.s p:r 1?? hz Sftatal 23,3
main industrial enterprises. The con- it
struction of a second bridge over the Cattle per 100 ha of total 56
Danube River should boost economic agrichitural and
activity here, and improve the attractive- Main crops (1 000 tonnes)
ness of the region for investment. Whaat P 3262
Last but not least is the problem of envi- = '
ronmental pollution here. This is particu- P Maize 1799
larly serious in the cross-border and 749 * see explanatory notes
mountainous areas. A shortage of water
and the lack of protection for forested
area are also among the region’s weak-
nesses.
Area Population Activity | Unemployment Employment
km” | 1000 | Inhabitants /km? | Change % % % Agriculture % | Industry % | Services %
1998 | 1998 1998 1995-1998 | 1998 1998 1998 1998 1998
North-West | 10 601| 594 56 -3,6 45,6 24 35 29 36
Vidin 3034 | 141 47 -3,9 42,2 21 35 25 40
Vratsa 3940 | 258 65 -2,8 48,5 23 33 33 34
Montana 3628 194 54 -4,4 44,4 26 37 27 36
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Natural variety

Covering 10 588 km® or 9.5% of the
country’s total area, the North-West
region is the smallest of the six regions.
The relief is varied. Running from north
to south it comprises the following natu-
ral zones - the lowlands, the Danube
plain, the Northern Balkans and the
Balkan mountain range. The Danube
plain encompasses the largest area,
covering over 50% of the whole territory.
The relief in the Northern Balkans is pre-
dominantly hilly and mountainous.

The climate is moderate, except in the
region’s southern parts which are
mountainous. The average July temper-
ature reaches 20°C and the average
January temperature 0°C, the tempera-
ture declining from north to south. The
average annual rainfall amounts to
600 mm. In the winter northeasterly
winds prevail, which blow the snow
cover off of the crops.

With only a limited amount of water
available, the hydroelectric potential is
estimated to be small relative to the
share of the country’s total, and is not
used optimally. The only hydroelectric
power plants "Petrohan" and "Gorni
Lom" are situated in the Balkan
Mountains. The Iskar, Archar, Lom and
Danube rivers are used predominantly
for irrigation and industrial purposes.
The water supply to the population
comes from the artificial lake "Ogosta",
which has helped to solve the problem
of the shortage of drinking water to a
large extent. The thermal mineral
springs at Varshets are also an impor-
tant part of the region’s water
resources.

Soils are the black earth kind, covering
44% of the region’s area, and predomi-
nantly situated in the Danube valley.
The soil in the valleys and plains
favours agricultural development, so
that arable land accounts for 52% of the
region’s total area, a percentage that is
higher than the national average of
38.6%.

The quality and quantity of ores and
minerals in the region do not allow for
the development of mining. Deposits of
copper and lead ores have been
extracted in the Chiprovtsi Mountain,
but this activity has gradually declined.
There are limited deposits of limestone
and marl at Beli I1zvor and Kunino and
granite at Berkovitsa.

Main enterprises

Name Activity

Ad Vidahim Rubber tyres and tubes
Ad Himko z:rrrt]i:’i(z’i;sdind nitrogen
Ad Vida-Stil Clothing manufacturer
Ad Vratitsa Cotton weaving

Berg Montana Fitingi Cast iron tubes

Ad Somat - Klon Vidin Road haulage

Ad Beloizvorski Tsiment  Cement manufacturer

Ad Eliseyna Copper production
Ad Saniteks Cotton weaving
Ad Trimona Footwear manufacturer

Considerable population
decline

At the end of 1998, the region’s popula-
tion numbered 603 000 or 7.2% of the
total population. The population density
at 56 people per km® is lower than the
national average of 74 people per km’.
The majority of the population live in the
towns of Vidin, Vratsa, Lom and Monta-
na, where the population density reach-
es as high as 100 people per km’. The
share of the urban population at 58.1%
is lower than the national average of
68.0%.

Between 1992 and 1998 the region expe-
rienced the largest population decline
of all the regions. One of the main rea-
sons for this is the high death rate,
which is far above the birth rate.
Another major factor is the negative
migration balance, which is mainly due
to the poor transport and social infras-
tructure. For example, many schools
were shut down in the region, which
induced the population to leave the
region. Poor economic conditions also
contribute to the high intensity of the
migration flows to the rest of the country
and especially to the capital, Sofia.

The intra-regional migratory flows are
also strong as two-thirds of the people
who migrated have moved to other
parts of the region. The ageing of the
population has resulted in an increase
in migratory flows from the towns to the
villages.

The age structure of the population is
an unfavourable one. The population
above 65 years has been steadily
increasing and has reached 21% of the
total population. This tendency will
probably continue in the future. The
population below 25 years is steadily
decreasing. The ration of men to
women is 49:51 in favour of women,
which is close to the national average.
The ageing of the population accounts

for the low birth rate and the high mor-
tality rate. Children make up only 7% of
the region’s population, which demon-
strates the exhausted demographic
resources. Infant mortality at 19.6 per
1 000 live births is the highest among
the six regions, while the national aver-
age is 14.4.

The population is homogeneous in
terms of its ethnic and cultural structure,
with Bulgarians numbering 93%. There
are two ethnic minorities here, gypsies
and a small number of "vlas", people of
Romanian origin. The gypsy minority
accounts for 6% of the total, according
to the 1991 census.

Age-sex pyramid in 1998 (1 000)

Males Females

80+
[ 7074
[ 60-64
[ 5054
[ 4044
[ 30-34
| 20-24
TRIE IR 10-14

___

25 20 15 10 5 0 0 5

10 15 20 25

Demographic Account 1992-98 (1 000)

Population

31.12.92 Lol
Births 36,7
Deaths 79,2
Migration 58
Population

31.12.98 ey

Population by age-groups (1 000)

400
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Gross value-added by sector - 1998 (%)

% North-West
Bulgaria
45
30
15
0
Agriculture Industry

Building and construction Services

Economic development lags behind

This is the weakest region in terms of
economic strength, contributing only
5.9% to the country’s GDP. Per capita
GDP is the lowest of all the regions. The
energy sector is the biggest contributor
to regional GDP, followed by the pro-
cessing industry. Value added is high-
est from the non-market services sec-
tor, while the region has the highest
value added from the agriculture sector
of the six regions.

Agriculture contributes 10% to the total
agricultural production in the country.
Its development is favoured by the mod-
erate climate and the fertile soil, along
with the processing capacity and the
market for its final production. The
structure of agricultural land has
changed considerably in the last ten
years, the major share now being taken
up by cornfields. The leading agricultur-
al sector is crop production, with crop
fields accounting for 53% of arable land,
particularly in the area around Zlatiata.
In addition to its specialisation in the
production of wheat, maze, and sun-
flower, the region is also the main pro-
ducer of melons and watermelons, out-
paced only by the North-Central region.

Wages by sectors - 1998 (ECU) *

1400

1200 North-West

1000
800

600

Bulgaria

400
200

0

Agriculture Industry
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The main industries are in the energy
and chemical sector. The leader in the
energy sector is the nuclear power plant
"Kozloduy", generating 43% of the total
electricity in the country. The share of
the energy sector in the regional econo-
my will most probably decline in the
future, due to the forthcoming restruc-
turing of the power plant. The major
chemical enterprises are Himko, Kom
and Vidahim. The food industry con-
tributes 10% to total production in the
country. The main products in this sec-
tor are tinned food and meat products
in Montana and beer in Lom and
Mezdra. The machine-building sector
includes the production of electric cars
in Lom, cast-iron molding in Vratsa and
the manufacturing of metal ropes which
is unique to Roman.

The retail network is not well developed,
due to the small number of citizens.
Only 7% of Bulgaria’s shops are situat-
ed here and only 6% of the retail sales
turnover in the country occurs here.
The natural and man-made features of
the region are not used in an optimal
way. The most attractive natural phe-
nomena are the Belogradchik rocks

* see explanatory notes

Market services Non-market services

NORTH-WEST

and the Ledenika and Magura caves.
The mineral springs in the region should
support the growth of the main tourist
centre at Varshets. The various artificial
lakes and the Danube River are also
important for tourist development.

In general, the economic crisis in the
country had a negative impact on the
region’s development. Several large
enterprises were shut down in the peri-
od of transition to a market economy.
Many others had to cut back produc-
tion, because the market for it disap-
peared and also due to the slow privati-
sation process.

Low wage level balanced
by high wages in the
energy branch

The severe economic crisis in the
beginning of 1997 had a negative
impact on real wages in the North-West
region.

The average annual wage at the end of
1998 was around 3.3% lower than the
national average. However, the wages
in most of the main sectors, such as
agriculture, industry and market ser-
vices, were the lowest nationwide, due
to the region’s poor overall economic
development. The main source of eco-
nomic activity, the energy branch, com-
pensated to a large degree for the low
average wage level in the other eco-
nomic branches. The average wage at
the power plant Kozloduy, around 20%
higher than the national average for the
energy branch, was the highest in
Bulgaria and boosted average wages in
the region to close to the national figure,
despite the region’s traditionally under-
developed economy and low wages.
Almost half of the household income
comes from wages and salaries, this
percentage being the lowest nation-
wide. A note-worthy aspect of the
income structure is the large share of
social-security payments, due to the
high percentage of the population over
65 and the high unemployment rate in
the region. The poor regional economic
development is also reflected in the
lowest income from private business
anywhere in Bulgaria. However, the
agricultural specialisation here allows
households to produce some of the
food they consume and sell the surplus
at the market, which explains the high
share of additional income from agricul-
ture.




Low activity rate and high unemployment

The activity rate at 45.6% is lowest
among the six regions, while the nation-
al average is 50.4%. The total number of
people employed in all sectors is 6.4%
of the total number employed in the
country. The largest number are
employed in agriculture, due to the spe-
cific demographic and natural condi-
tions in the region. The decrease in
industrial production has led to a
decline in the employment level in this
sector, while on the other hand the
number employed in agriculture has
increased. A slight increase in the over-
all employment rate has been observed
in the region since 1999, a tendency
which is most prominent in the regions
of Vidin and Vratsa.

The unemployment level is above the
national average, with the majority of
the unemployed having been made
redundant from the industrial sector.
Throughout the period 1995-1998 the
unemployment rate has rapidly
increased. Several factors contribute to
the sustained rise in the unemployment
level. Firstly, many workers were laid off
due to the rationalisation of industrial
production processes. Secondly, the

Employment by sector (%)
40

Services

A'///Agm'

30

Industry
20
1996 1997 1998
Employment by
age groups - 1998 (%)
<25 25-54 255
years years years
Men 7 82 11
Women 6 89 4
Total 7 85 8

labour force has a low education level,
half of it having only primary or basic
secondary education. Last but not least
comes the lack of new job opportuni-
ties.

The creation of new jobs will encourage
the gradual reversal of this trend. The
completion of several national and
regional investment programmes is also
a stimulating factor in this process.
Several special programmes designed
to stimulate employment in the area of
environmental protection have already
started in the Montana region.

The number of unemployed men is
higher than the number of unemployed
women, which is an ongoing trend. The
average length of time spent out of work
is higher for women. A worrying trend is
the increase in the number of unem-
ployed aged 25 and under, which is
mainly due to the shortage of jobs for
newly graduated young women and
men. The lowest number of job offers is
in the region of Vidin, which places the
whole region in the most unfavourable
position as measured by this indicator.
On average, the number of applicants
for a vacant position in the region is
twice the number of applicants nation-
wide.

Poor transport infrastructure

The development of the transport infras-
tructure is closely related to the region’s
border location. The project for the sec-
ond bridge over the Danube River will
compensate for its distant position from
the main Bulgarian transport axes.
However, various factors hinder the opti-
mal use of the region’'s favourable
location.

All types of transport are developed in
the region, the main one being road
transport. Total road length is 3 380 km
and the road density is 319 km per
1 000 km*. A major route is the Vidin-
Montana-Vratsa-Sofia road, which forms
part of the 4" European transport corri-
dor. There are no highways in the region.
The road connections with south
Bulgaria and the capital Sofia are ham-
pered by the relief, and are channelled
mainly through the Petrohan pass and
the Iskar gorge.

Rail transport has only a complementary
function, the length of the railways

Resident employment by sex (%)

60 Males 1 Females
50
40
30
20
10
0

1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998

Unemployment (1 000)
80

Total

40
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Women

20
<25

1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998

accounting for 9% of the country’s total
railway length.

While road density is close to the
national average, within the region it is
highest in Vidin. However, its structure
is poor, since the majority of the roads
are poorly surfaced. The total length of
1* class roads is only 5% of the nation-
al total.

Other than the Danube River, which
serves all the region’s main ports, there
are no navigable waterways. The termi-
nals at Vidin and Oryahovo connect
Bulgaria to the rail and road network of
Romania, and then to Central Europe,
the Ukraine, Moldova and Russia.
Goods reach Western Europe via the
Danube River and the Rhine-Maine
canal. The biggest port is situated in the
town of Lom, its main activity being the
supply of raw materials to the metallur-
gical enterprise "Kremikovtsi."

Although there is an airport in the region
of Vidin, it is not used at present.

PORTRAIT OF THE REGIONS Em

eurostat




Communications - 1998

North-West Bulgaria

Length of road in km

per km? 0.29

0,31

Length of road in km

per 1000 population %t

417
Telephone
connections per 1000
population

345 387

Cross-border
environmental problems

Due to the closure of some industries,
environmental pollution has diminished
in recent years but some parts of the
region still suffer from severe environ-
mental problems. This is the case with
Vratsa, which is recognised as one of
the most environmentally polluted
zones. The Ogosta is the most polluted
river in the region. Another grave prob-
lem relates to the Danube River, where
the environmental conditions have
worsened substantially due to local and
cross-border sources of pollution.

Environmental conditions are under the
supervision of experts from the three
regional inspectorates for environmen-
tal and river protection in Vidin,
Montana and Vratsa. Many volunteer
organisations also contribute to the pro-
cess of environmental protection.

With the exception of Vratsa, the popu-
lation and the economy of the North-
Western region do not suffer from a
shortage of drinking water. The local
authorities in Vratsa are currently coop-
erating with the responsible ministries in
order to find a solution to this problem.
The per capita consumption of drinking
water is still below the national average.
The treatment of different types of waste

Em PORTRAIT OF THE REGIONS
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Number of pupils - 1999

Total

Pre-school 15171
Primary 27 825
Lower secondary 25190
H|gher_ secondary 21151
(vocational/general)

Tertiary

(higher education) 2 261
Total 91 598

is one of the severe problems that the
region faces. Due to the lack of
resources, waste management, regard-
less of any national programmes, is not
yet at an acceptable level. Neverthe-
less, many municipalities have begun to
take serious measures to resolve these
difficulties.

All settlements in the region have elec-
tricity supplies, while some industrial
enterprises are connected to the nation-
al gas pipeline. The village of Chiren
has the largest natural gas storage
facility in the country.

Almost all settlements in the region
have access to the telephone network.
The number of telephone lines per 1 000
persons is slightly lower than the nation-
al average.

Problems in the cultural
sphere

Many cultural landmarks are preserved
in the North-Western region, testifying to
past cultural activity, and reflecting the
influence of European culture. However,
activity in recent years has substantially
declined, due to the economic crisis in
the country. The cultural institutions in
the country cannot function properly
due to a lack of financial resources.

NORTH-WEST

Health care - 1998

North-West  Bulgaria
Hospitals 19 276
Doctorg per 10 000 27.2 253
population
Hospital beds per 76.3 70,7

10 000 population

The educational infrastructure consists
of 316 institutions with 80 000 pupils.
While there are no universities in the
country, a faculty of the University for
National and World Economics has
been established in Vratsa. There are a
total of 307 schools, the majority being
secondary schools, with 10 being spe-
cialised schools. There are 12 pupils
per teacher in the region, which is equal
to the,national average.

The health care sector consists of 20
heath institutions and 6 500 hospital
beds, concentrated in the towns of
Vidin, Montana and Vratsa. The number
of patients per doctor is lower than the
national average, which holds true for
the dental sector also. The number of
hospital beds per 1 000 persons is
above the national average.

There are 6 theatres, 18 museums and
678 libraries in the region. The majority
of them are not actually operational, as
a result of which overall attendance fig-
ures have substantially decreased.
Among the outstanding cultural land-
marks is the "Radetski ship" museum
which is a part of the Kozlodui memori-
al, commemorating the great Bulgarian
revolutionary, Hristo Botev. Traditional
festivals are held in the "Baba Vida"
fortress in Vidin.
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Vidin

Northwestern Gate of
Bulgaria

Vidin region is situated in the far north-
western corner of Bulgaria, making it
the closest part of Bulgarian territory to
Central Europe. It borders the river
Danube and Romania to the north,
Yugoslavia to the south and west and
Montana region to the east. It compris-
es 11 municipalities, within which there
are 139 settlements, and 7 cities. With
an area of 3 034 km’, this represents
2.7% of the national territory. It has one
of the smallest population sizes nation-
ally - 141 000 inhabitants or 1.7% of the
national total. At 48 inhabitants per km*
the population density is below the
national average (74 inhabitants per
km?). The regional centre Vidin is the
largest city in the region, and is home to
57.5% of the region’s population.

This part of the country was inhabited in
ancient times by Thracian tribes. In the
1* century it was conquered by the
Romans, who built the Bononia Fortress
at the site of the present-day city of
Vidin. In the Middle Ages the Budin
(Bdin) Fortress became the capital of
the Bulgarian Vidin Principality which
existed till the end of the 14" century.
During the period of Ottoman rule, Vidin
and its region served as an important
military, commercial and manufacturing
centre.

The diversity of its relief is due to the
presence of parts of the Danube Plain,
the lower Balkan and the Balkan moun-
tain ranges, while its climate is moder-
ately continental. The rivers flowing
through the area (Archar, Topolovets)
are small and of no economic signifi-
cance.

The explored raw materials deposits are
of predominantly sedimentary origin,
the most important deposit being the
gypsum field near the village of
Koshava, not far from the city of Vidin.
There is a rich variety of marble, clay
and sands for building.
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Main indicators
National level=100

For centuries, the medieval fortress of Baba Vida commanded the right bank of the Danube.

Photo by Peter Dimov
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Advantageous transport and geographic location

This far-western gate from Bulgaria to
Europe features a number of advan-
tages. Its transport infrastructure is well
developed, with rail, road and water
transport all utilised, making Vidin one of
the most important transport centres in
the country. There is also a civil airport
in the town of Vidin.

Its geographic location, favourable cli-
matic and soil conditions for agriculture,
unique natural landmarks (such as the
Belogradchik Rocks, and the Magura
Cave), available skilled labour force,
and its status as a Duty Free Zone are
further advantages. A traditional trade
fair of regional importance is held in
Vidin every year.

However, the region is characterized by

a deteriorating demographic structure,
and insufficient investment. What foreign
investment has so far been attracted to
the region is concentrated in the munic-
ipalities of Vidin and Belogradchik. One
of the gravest social problems is the
higher than average unemployment rate.
Due to the economic hardship, the indi-
cator for GDP per inhabitant is the low-
est in Bulgaria. It is hoped that the con-
struction of the new bridge on the river
Danube near Vidin will enhance its
attraction to investors.

Energy generation is restricted to 4
small hydroelectric plants, and the
region relies mainly on the national elec-
tric power grid.

PORTRAIT OF THE REGIONS
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Which regions are similar to
Vidin region?

Population density:

47 inhabitants per km?
Orense (E)
Allier (F)
Siauliy (Apskritis) (HU)

Population:

141 000 inhabitants
Havelland (D)
Tournai (B)
Alpes-de-Haute-Provence (F)

Area:

3 034 km®
Agrigento (1)
Alava (E)
Liberecky (C2)

Age-sex pyramid in 1998 (1 000)

Males Females

[ 80+
70-74
60-64
| 50-54
I j: 40-44
‘: 30-34

[ 20-24

10-14
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Diverse economy

While women account for 51% of the
total number of inhabitants in the region,
the birth rate reveals a marked diminish-
ing trend. Due to its low birth rate and
high death rate the natural population
growth is negative. Infant mortality at
23.5 per 1 000 live births is the highest
rate in Bulgaria. The region’s population
also contains a small group of people of
Wallachian (Romanian) origin.

The region’s economic base is quite
diverse, with industry, agriculture and
transport all playing their part. Machine
tools engineering, electrotechnical prod-
ucts, the chemical industry, gypsum,
wheat, wines and fruit for the domestic

Demographic Account 1992-98 (1 000)

Population

31.12,92 Lo
Births 8,0
Deaths 21,0
Migration 29
Population

31.12.98 Ll

VIDIN

market and for export are just some of
its produce.

Only 1.45% of all employees in Bulgaria
are resident here, and the employment
rate (207 employed per 1 000 inhabi-
tants) is currently below the national
average (248.7 employed per 1 000
inhabitants). The unemployment level at
20.7% is above the national average
(16%). The private sector provides
employment to 26.5% of all employees
compared to 31.9% nationally.

With 1 060 km of roads, density at
0.35 km per km® is slightly above the
national average of 0.34 km per km". In
recent years some improvement to the
environment has been noted due to a
reduction in harmful emissions and pol-
lution.

All settlements are provided with water,
and the demand for drinking water is
fully met. There are several major min-
eral water springs in the city of Vidin
and the village of Slanotrun.

In addition to the one regional hospital
in Vidin, there are several district hospi-
tals in (Belogradchik and Kula). That
both doctors and dentists have fewer
inhabitants to care for is an indication of
the good access to these vital services.
One medical doctor caters for 336
inhabitants as against a national aver-
age of 396 inhabitants.

Unemployment (1 000)

Total

<25 years

1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998




Vratsa

Mineral wealth

Vratsa region is situated in North-west-
ern Bulgaria between the river Danube
and the Balkan mountain range. It has a
broad outlet onto the river Danube to
the north and internally is surrounded
by the regions of Pleven, and Lovech to
the east, Sofia region to the south and
Montana region to the west.

The region, whose administrative centre
is the city of Vratsa, extends over an
area of 3 940 km’ or 3.6% of the nation-
al territory and it is thus the largest
region by both area and population size
in the North-West region. It comprises
11 municipalities, within which there are
129 settlements and 9 cities.

Thracian tribes (such as the Mizians)
are the most ancient settlers of this area
for whom historical evidence has been
found. During the Roman Empire and
the Middle Ages important roads ran in
the direction of Vidin (Bononia, Bdin),
Oryahovo and the river Danube. The
city of Vratsa emerged in the first half of
the 15" century as a fortified settlement.
The relief of the area comprises both
flat land (part of the Danube Plain) and
semi-mountainous and mountainous
areas. The climate is moderately conti-
nental. A part of the central course of
the river Iskar - the longest river in
Bulgaria - runs through the region.
Another larger river flowing through the
area is the river Ogosta. Fertile soils
cover the flatland. This natural wealth is
a good prerequisite for growing cereals,
sunflower, sugar beat, grapes, and veg-
etables.

The explored ore deposits (and copper
and mixed ores) serve as the basis for
the development of non-ferrous metal-
lurgy, particularly in Eliseyna. Natural
gas, marble and building stones are of
considerable importance for the local
economy. There are rich deposits of
limestone (in the village of Beli Iskar in
the municipality of Vratsa), which are
used for cement production.
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Ledenika cave is the most famous of the many caves systems in the area.

Main indicators

National level=100
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Environmental and demographic problems

It has been noted that some environ-
mental problems are caused from time
to time by the CHIMCO Combined
Chemical Works, which is situated in the
city of Vratsa. Till now the Kozloduy
nuclear power plant has not emitted any
radioactive substances which might be
dangerous for human health.

In addition to its good transport network,
Vratsa region has favourable agro-cli-
matic conditions, considerable produc-
tion capacity for the chemical industry,
machine tools engineering, metallurgy,
and canning industry, as well as its own
energy generation facilities (Kozloduy
NPP). This is Bulgaria’'s only nuclear
power plant, in operation since 1974.
Located near the city of Kozloduy on the
river Danube, it has 6 nuclear power
units capable of generating 3 760 MW of

power and is therefore the largest
national electricity producer. Well over
half of the total revenue from gainful
employment is generated by the indus-
trial sector here.

The Oryahovo-Beket ferry is one of
Bulgaria's gates to Central and Western
Europe. This transport connection is of
international significance for freight
transport to and from Macedonia,
Greece and other countries.

Economic development here would be
much more successful if only some
negative features could be overcome.
These include a deteriorating demo-
graphic situation (declining population
combined to low birth rate), a shortage
of investment, relatively obsolete pro-
duction facilities, and inadequate road
maintenance.
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Which regions are similar to

Vr

La
64

atsa region?

nd use:
% arable land
Limburg (B)

Midi-Pyrenees (F)

Wien (A)

Population density:
66 inhabitants per km®

Siena (1)

Steyr-Kirchdorf (A)

Mehedinti (RO)

Area:
3 940 km?

Sonderjyllands amt(DK)

Serres (EL)
Zlinsky (C2)

Age-sex pyramid in 1998 (1 000)
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Dryahovo
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Nuclear power and
chemical industry

258 000 people or 3.1% of the total pop-
ulation of Bulgaria live here, and its pop-
ulation density at 66 inhabitants per km’
is below average, as is the size of its
urban population. The regional centre
Vratsa is the largest of the region's 9
cites (Vratsa, Mezdra, Kozloduy,
Roman, Oryahovo, Mizia, Byala Slatina,
Knezha and Krivodol).

A large share of the population here are
above active age, and women slightly
outnumber men (51:49). Some people of
Wallachian (Romanian) origin live along-
side the river Danube. Natural popula-
tion growth is negative due to the low
birth and high death rate. Infant mortali-
ty at 18.6 per 1 000 live births is above the

Demographic Account 1992-98 (1 000)

Population

270,7
31.12.92
Births 16,9
Deaths 31,9
Migration 2,3
Population 258.0
31.12.98

VRATSA

national average (14.4).

2.9% of all Bulgaria’'s employees live in
the region, which has a lower than aver-
age employment rate per 1 000 inhabi-
tants and fewer than average employ-
ment in the private sector. An increase
in the unemployment rate as a conse-
quence of ongoing restructuring of the
economy has been noted (22.9% com-
pared to 16% national average).
Agriculture plays an important role here
with cereals, sunflower, vines, and
sugar beat grown. Arable land accounts
for 64% of the total area of the region.

It is hoped that foreign investment,
presently concentrated in the regional
centre, will increase after the construc-
tion of a bridge over the river Danube at
Vidin, although Vratsa is already an
important transport centre with a well-
developed railway and road network.
There are 1 277 km of roads here, giving
a density of 0.32 km per km".

All settlements in the region have a
water supply, however not all of them
are connected to a sewerage network.
Medical services are provided by 5 hos-
pitals and more than 100 clinics and
health centres. The provision of hospital
beds per 1 000 inhabitants is 9.8 or
above the national average of 7.1 beds.
As well as numerous primary and sec-
ondary schools, there is a division of the
Sofia University for National and World
Economics in Vratsa. Scientific
research is carried out at the Maize
Research Institute at Knezha and the
Experimental Station in Vratsa.

Unemployment (1 000)
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Montana

The heart of the North-West

The region is situated in North-West
Bulgaria, bordering internally the
regions of Vidin, Vratsa and Sofia. To
the north it borders Romania (across
the river Danube), and to the south
Yugoslavia. Its area is 3 628 km? (3.3%
of the total area of Bulgaria) and it com-
prises 14 municipalities. There are 130
settlements in the region, the largest of
these being the regional centre
Montana, followed by Lom, Berkovitsa,
Valchedrum, Varshets, Chiprovtsi and
Boychinovtsi.

The first historically proven inhabitants
of this area were the Thracians. During
Roman times a number of settlements
were founded, some of which are still
present today such as the regional cen-
tre of Montana and the town of Lom
(Almus).

The region’s relief is quite varied, from
north to south consisting of parts of the
Danube Plain, the lower Balkans and
the Balkan mountain range. lts natural
resources are low-calorific lignite coal
of no economic value at Lom, iron ore
around the municipality of Chiprovtsi (in
the Balkan mountain range), marble,
clay and marl. The climate is moderate-
ly continental with cold winters and hot
summers. Precipitation is insufficient,
particularly in the developed agricultural
area in the plains. The major rivers -
Ogosta, Tsibritsa and Lom - do not
have high water levels and are practi-
cally of no importance for irrigation.
With a population of 194 000 inhabitants
at the end of 1998, or 2.4% of the total
population of the country, the region is
among Bulgaria’'s smallest regions. Its
density, at 55 inhabitants per km?®, is
below the national average of 75 inhab-
itants per km®. With 58.9% of the popu-
lation living in towns, this is below the
national average of 68.0%.

TN Cll‘v'i‘;;.

Since the 18" century, the motifs of Chiprovtsi

Main indicators
National level=100

carpets have symbolized the Bulgarian Revival.
Photo by Peter Dimov
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Deteriorating demographic structure

The large share of the population aged
65 and above (at 22% the second high-
est figure in Bulgaria) causes consider-
able development problems. In addition,
the number of people below 25 is below
average, resulting in a marked deteriora-
tion in the age structure and a decrease
in the size of the population. Natural
growth is negative because of the low
birth rate and high death rate. Infant
mortality is also above the national aver-
age.

A high unemployment rate and a lack of
investment exacerbate the region’s

weak position. Furthermore, parts of the
region’s infrastructure are quite poor,
with some roads in need of urgent
repair-work.

Major development potentials may be
found in the favourable agro-environ-
mental conditions, the available labour
force and the transport infrastructure
(road and rail). A section of European
Transport Corridor No. 4 should traverse
this part of Bulgaria.

While road and waterway transport is
well developed in the region, the road
density at 0.29 km per km? is still below

PORTRAIT OF THE REGIONS Em
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Which regions are similar to
Montana region?

Area:

3 628 km®
Lakonia (EL)
Viterbo (I)
Heves (HU)

Unemployment:
20,5 %
Lappi (FIN)
Mons (B)
Valladolid (E)

Population :

194 000 inhabitants
Schwalm-Eder-Kreis (D)
Zuidoost-Friesland (NL)
Gorenjska (SI)

Age-sex pyramid in 1998 (1 000)

Males T Females

— | 7074
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the national average of 0.34 km per km’.
The section of the Sofia - Vratsa - Vidin
railway, which crosses the region, is
gaining in importance. Lom is one of the
most important Bulgarian ports on the
river Danube and is of considerable
international importance as well.

Developed cereal crops
production

More than two thirds of the region’s area
is covered by high quality agricultural
land, where cereals, vines, sunflower,
sugar beat, and other crops are also
grown. Cattle, sheep and pig breeding
are now all entirely in the hands of the
private sector.

Industry accounts for 53% of the total

Demographic Account 1992-98 (1 000)

Population

31.12.92 RSl
Births 11,7
Deaths 26,4
Migration 0,6
Population

31.12.98 i

MONTANA

revenue from gainful employment, com-
pared to 41.6% nationally. Production is
considerable in the field of machine tool
engineering (Montana, Lom, Belograd-
chik), and in the canning industry
(Boychinovtsi, Lom, Berkovitsa).
Foreign investment, both overall and
per capita, in the region falls far below
the national average. The construction
of the second bridge across the river
Danube at Vidin - Kalafat, which forms a
section of the Trans-European Corridor
No. 4, should help raise investors’ inter-
est in this part of the country and should
enhance its economic development.
The generated GDP per capita is below
the national average.

The relatively high unemployment level
(26%) is above the national average
(16%) and represents one of the most
acute social problems. The number of
those employed per 1 000 inhabitants
(211 people) is less the national average
(248 people). The private sector is grad-
ually employing ever more people and
currently employs 36.9% of all those
employed in the region, which is above
the national average (31.9%).

While the population of the region is well
provided with drinking water, not all vil-
lages in the region are connected to a
sewerage network. Mineral springs are
among the most precious natural
resources here, the spa of Varshets in
the Balkan mountains being of particu-
lar importance.

In addition to a regional hospital, there
are district hospitals in the rest of the
municipal centres. With one doctor
attending to 402 people this is above the
national average of 396 patients per
doctor.

Unemployment (1 000)

35
30
5 Total
20

15

Women
@ "——\‘__‘_—\.

5
<25 years

1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998

0

15




yrth-Central
region

Centre of the Second
Bulgarian State

Thracian tribes inhabited this area in
former times. Remnants of Roman
strongholds at Melta (Lovech) and
Storgozia (Pleven), which were built
after the Roman conquest of the Balkan
Peninsula, have been preserved here.
From 1185 till 1393, this territory was the
centre of the Second Bulgarian State,
which had its capital at Veliko Tarnovo.
The fortifications on the Tsarevets hill,
the remnants of the churches on the
Trapezitsa hill and the numerous
monasteries in the vicinity of lvankovo
(in the region of Ruse) date from that
time. Under Ottoman rule, many trading
and cultural centres were founded,
such as Gabrovo, Elena, Tryavna and
Svishtov. In 1834, after river transport
along the Danube River began, the
region developed into an important
transport centre.

Administratively, the region comprises 5
sub-regions (Pleven, Gabrovo, Ruse,
Lovech and Veliko Tarnovo), which
have 40 muncipalities and 1 044 settle-
ments between them. The main region-
al centres are Ruse with 166 000 inhabi-
tants, followed by Pleven and Gabrovo.
Spanning the central part of North
Bulgaria, the region borders all other
regions in the country. The Danube
River, here forming the state frontier
with Rumania, demarcates the region to
the north. The southern border runs
along the Balkan mountain ridge, where
the convenient Shipka and Hainboaz
mountain passes are situated. In func-
tional terms, the western and eastern
ends of the region do not actually coin-
cide with the administrative borders of
the oblasti within it, due to the influence
exerted over these zones by the main
towns in the adjacent North-West and
North-East planning regions.

Two of Bulgaria’s main oil refineries are
sited here, in the regions of Pleven and
Ruse.

L™

Main indicators
National level=100

Numerous monasteries in the region kept alive Bulgarian identity during centuries of Ottoman rule.
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Worsening demographic balance

North-Central region benefits from a
number of advantages. Agriculture is
well developed, thanks to a favourable
climate and good soils. As a result, the
region leads in the production of vegeta-
bles and in vine growing. Another
regional advantage is its favourable
geographic location in relation to local
transport axes and to international trans-
port routes. The 7" and the 9" European
traffic corridors cross its territory, the for-
mer following the right bank of the
Danube River. Part of a major local
route, the Hemus highway, runs through
North-Central region. Industrial potential
is focussed on the food and textile
branches.

However, on the less positive side, the

demographic situation in the region is of
particular concern, with the main prob-
lem being the declining population. This
is due mainly to the aging of the popula-
tion and considerable migratory flows to
the rest of the country. As a result, the
region has one the highest death rates
and lowest birth rates nationally. Another
problem is the excessive concentration
of the population in the major regional
towns, which has a detrimental effect on
overall living standards.

The region also suffers from environ-
mental damage, particularly around
Pleven and Zlatna Panega, where the
major cement-producing enterprises are
sited. The extraction of ore deposits also
contributes to environmental pollution.
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NORTH-CENTRAL

Which regions are similar to
\ North-Central region?
ROMANIA arteir | Population density:
\\ /7 Slivo Pole 69 inhabitants per km’
Ruse; 75" ik Franche-Comté (F)
P e’ Q North Eastern Scotland (UK)
Shtarkglove Glodzheya
q Del-Dunantul (HU)
JABlavo "
o Mbgili (Ll Age structure:
) Al 29 % under 25
Abruzzo (l)
Limburg (NL)
Obalno-kraska (Sl)

Employment structure:
27% agriculture
Centro (P)
Sterea Ellada (EL)
Telsiai (LT)

Agriculture - 1999

Number of private farms 361 659
Persons working in agriculture * 131 191

. ) Total agricultural area (ha) 1165 034
Furthermore, economic development is

hindered by the disappearance of some Agricultural land uss in 1999 (3e) Total livestock 1068 670
markets, while a lack of resources has Parranent Permanent Sheep per 100 ha of total

led to considerable cutbacks in produc- grassland crops agricultural land 40,5
tion and a corresponding drop in 236 35 Pigs per 100 ha of total

employment levels. agricultural land 27,0

Cattle per 100 ha of total
agricultural land

Main crops (1 000 tonnes)
Wheat 608,0
Maize 310,8

9,2

Arable area
b * see explanatory notes

Area Population Activity| Unemployment Employment

km® | 1000 | Inhabitants /km? | Change % | % % Agriculture % | Industry % | Services %

1998 | 1998 1998 1995-1998| 1998 1998 1998 1998 1998
North-Central | 17 921( 1 237 69 -2,8 48,8 19 27 35 38
Veliko Tarnovo | 4 663 | 305 65 -3,4 50,2 22 26 34 40
Gabrovo 2019 | 154 76 -2,4 52,8 14 21 46 33
Lovech 4128 | 178 43 -3,1 44,8 19 30 36 34
Pleven 4337 | 323 74 -3,0 47,9 17 3il 30 38
Ruse 2715 | 217 100 -2,0 48,7 19 27 32 40
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Natural variety

With its territory of 17 921 km?’, North-
Central region covers 16.2% of
Bulgaria’s total area. The largest share
of it belongs to the region of Veliko
Tarnovo and the smallest part is taken
up by the region of Gabrovo.

Its relief is quite diverse, reflecting the
steady increase in altitude as one
moves south across the region from the
plains and fertile lowlands that domi-
nate the landscape in its most northern
parts. In the lower Balkans, the relief is
predominantly hilly whereas the core of
the rugged Balkan mountain chain
spreads through the southern parts.
Due to its high altitudes, transport con-
nections with South Bulgaria go through
the Shipka and Vitinya passes.

The climate is moderately continental in
the north and centre of the region but
becomes a typically mountain climate
further to the south. The Danube plain
and the lower Balkans are wide open to
the north and northeast, which
accounts for the influx of cold air mass-
es. The average annual temperatures
are between 11.5°C and 12°C. The dis-
tribution of annual precipitation, which
is between 500 mm in the Danube plain
and 1 000 mm in the mountainous
south, is extremely favourable for agri-
cultural development.

Arable land accounts for 47.4% of the
region’s total area. The fertile alluvial
soils in the Danube plain are useful for
agriculture, particularly for growing veg-
etables and crops.

Limited water resources are provided
by the Danube, Yantra and Rositsa
Rivers. The water resources of the Al
Stamboliysky artificial lake on the
Rositsa River, are used for irrigation and
hydroelectric production. The mineral
water pumped at Slivek (Lovech) and
Shipkovo (Troyan) has spurred the
growth of several health resorts and
tourist centres.

There are limited deposits of ores and
minerals. In addition to basalt and fire-
resistant clay deposits, small amounts
of natural gas are extracted at Lukovit
and Dolin Dabnik. The region’s lime-
stone deposits have spurred the pro-
duction of cement at Pleven and Zlatna
Panega.

Main enterprises

Name Activity

Ad Sviloza Manufacture of man-
made fibres

Ad Arkus Manufacture of weapons
and ammunition

Ad Plama Manufacture of refined

petroleum products

Ad Sparki-Eltos Manufacture of welding and

handtools

Ad Beta Manufacture of lifting and
handling equipment
Ad Vidima Manufacture of taps and valves

Ad Zaharni Zavodi  Sugar manufacturer

Ad Elma Manufacture of electric motors,

generators and transformers

Declining population

At the end of 1998, the region’s popula-
tion numbered 1 237 000, or 15% of the
country’s total population. The average
density at 69 people per km® is lower
than the national average of 74 people
per km’. The maximum density is
recorded in the regions of Ruse and
Pleven, reaching as high as 100 people
per km’. The share of the urban popula-
tion at 65.8% is slightly below the nation-
al average of 68.0%.

The region has experienced a substan-
tial population decline over the past
seven years. There are two main factors
behind this. Firstly, the decrease in the
overall size of the population is a result
of the negative natural increment. The
death rate at 16.7 per 1 000 inhabitants
is the second highest after the North-
West region, while the birth rate is the
lowest in the country, being equal to the
North-West region. Secondly, the region
has one of the highest levels of migra-
tion nationwide. Economic problems
have intensified the migratory flows,
with most movement of the population
going towards the region of Varna and
to the country’s capital, Sofia.
Furthermore, the age structure of the
population is unfavourable, with 28.1%
aged 25 or less, while the percentage of
those aged 65 or above is 18.4%. The
North-West region is the only one with a
less favourable age profile and even
that is only slightly worse. The situation
is particularly acute in settlements in the
Balkan mountains. Overall, the North
Central and North-West regions have
the oldest populations in Bulgaria.

This aging of the population has in turn
a negative impact on fertility levels and
results in the low birth rate noted above.
The low number of marriages in the
regions also contributes to this negative
trend. Infant mortality, however, at 13.6
per 1 000 live births is lower than the

national average of 14.4, due to the well-
developed health care infrastructure in
the major regional towns.

In terms of its ethnic composition the
region is relatively homogeneous. The
two minority groups are Turks (6.8%),
and gypsies (2.6%).

Age-sex pyramid in 1998 (1 000)
Males 80+

| 50-54

Females
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Demographic Account 1992-98 (1 000)

Population

31.12.92 1305,1
Births 87,2
Deaths 1424
Migration -12.9
Population

31.12.98 1237.1

Population by age-groups (1 000)
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Gross value-added by sector - 1998 (%)

% North-Central
Bulgaria
45
30
15
0
Agriculture Industry

Mixed economy

In terms of its economic contribution to
the national economy (14.6%), the
region occupies the middle ground,
being neither the largest nor the small-
est contributor. Similarly, per capita
GDP is just below average. Agriculture
contributes a higher share than industry
to the region’s value added, accounting
for more than 26%. A negligible share
comes from the building and construc-
tion branch, which is the second lowest
figure nationally.

Around two-thirds of the total area is
devoted to agricultural land, the
national average being slightly more
than half. The vast plains in the regions
are easy to cultivate, which explains the
specialisation in crop production by
the agricultural sector. Just under
two-thirds of all the arable land is given
over to the growing of crops, such as
wheat and maize. The region is the sec-
ond biggest vegetable producer in the
country, the main products being toma-
toes, cucumbers and pepper. A consid-
erable part of the population, living in
the lower Balkans and close to the
banks of the Danube River, is engaged

Wages by sector - 1998 (ECU) *
1400

1200
1000

North-Central
Bulgaria
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Industry

Building and construction Services

in vine growing.

This strong crop production ensures the
fodder base for the cattle bred here,
and the region has more cattle than any
other region.

Industry is mainly based around food
and textile manufacturing, but
machines and chemical products are
also produced. The food sector con-
tributed around one-fifth of the total pro-
duction in the country, its main products
being milk, wine (Ruse), beer (Pleven)
and canned produce. The chemical
industry is also well-developed, produc-
ing goods which are not made in any
other parts of the country, such as oil at
Plama (Pleven) and Prista (Ruse). A
noteworthy feature of the industrial
structure is the absence of a leading
major enterprise, as is found in the
other regions. However, the strong tex-
tile and food industries are a prerequi-
site for a high level of activity in the pri-
vate sector, especially in the market
services branch. The region is one of
the leading producers of building mate-
rials, the major products being cement
at Pleven and Zlatna Panega. The

* see explanatory notes

Market services Non-market services

NORTH-CENTRAL

region is also one of the main suppliers
of bricks, producing around 40% of
Bulgaria’s total brick production.

One of the major problems in the
regional economy is the slow privatisa-
tion of industry and the cutting back of
industrial production.

Lowest wages in Bulgaria

The average annual wage, at the end of
1998, was the lowest among the six
regions, being around 8.5% lower than
the national average. Wages in the
industrial sector were the second lowest
nationally, being lower only in the North-
West region. The main factor contribut-
ing to this situation is the dominance of
textile and food production in the
regional economy, where the wages are
traditionally low. Agriculture is the only
branch in which wages are at a relative-
ly higher level, being equal to the
national average. While it was noted
that people working in the market ser-
vices branch had lower wages than in
any other region, the chief reason
behind this is that the citizens engaged
in this sector serve predominantly the
local population.

Around half of household income
comes from wages and salaries.
However, the low salaries in the textile
and food industries make this share one
of the lowest nationally, being lower
only in the North-West region. The
share of income from private business
is the second highest among the
regions, which can be attributed to the
well developed food and textile industry,
which has spurred the development of a
private services sector.
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High employment in industry

The activity rate at 48.8% is lower than
the national average of 50.4%, and is
the second lowest figure nationally. The
employment rate is also below average.
The region’s employment structure has
two distinguishing features. On the one
hand, the industrial sector employs the
greatest number of people, 35% here as
against 31% nationally. The main factor
behind this is the high employment level
in the food and textile industries. On the
other hand, persons employed in agri-
culture account for 27.5% of the region-
al total, which is only slightly above the
national average of 26.1%. The share of
the market and non-market service
branches is close to, but still lower than,
the national average. From 1996 to 1998,
falling employment overall and in indus-
try resulted in a marked increase in agri-
culture’s share of employment, this
share remaining relatively stable for the
market services sector.

At 18.7%, the unemployment rate is
higher than the national average of
16.0%, but is not one of the highest fig-
ures in the country, as the unemploy-
ment rate is higher both in the North-

Employment by sector (%)
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/
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Employment by
age groups - 1998 (%)
<25 25-54 2155
years years years
Men 8 79 13
Women 10 86 4
Total 9 82 9
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West and South-East regions. Since
1996, the unemployment rate has been
steadily increasing, the main reason for
that being the overall crisis in the coun-
try. Although the number of workers laid
off from industry and market services
has increased, this again could be
attributed to the nationwide tendency,
rather than to any peculiarities of the
region’s development.

Several programs are running in this
region, aimed at retraining the unem-
ployed population and finding them a
job. The main obstacles hindering the
latter objective are the low education
level of the unemployed and the lack of
new job opportunities.

Female unemployment is higher than
male unemployment, both being higher
than the national average. The unem-
ployment rate for the under 25s at 38.7%
is higher than the national figure of
36.0%, but is still lower than half of the
regions. While long-term unemployment
at 54.2% is close to the national average
of 53.3%, long-term unemployment is
higher only in the adjacent North-West
region.

Resident employment by sex (%)
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Efficient transport infrastructure

Due to the region’s favourable relief and
geographic location, transport is the
leading branch of the services sector.
Nevertheless, there are still some gaps
in the transport infrastructure and one of
the major projects, aiming at improving
the general transport conditions, is the
TRASEKA project.

All types of transport are well developed,
the main one being rail transport. The
main rail routes are the Cherven bryag -
Yasen - Pleven - Gorna Oryahovitsa -
Levski - Pavlikeni railroad.

In terms of road transport there are
6 360 km of roads, or 17.1% of the total
road length in the country. Road density
is 355 km per 1 000 km?®, with the major-
ity of roads being hard-surface ones.
One of the country’s main transport
routes, the Hemus highway, crosses the
region’s territory.

The Danube River is the main navigable
waterway in the region. The main ports

are situated at Ruse, Somovit and
Svishtov.

Two airports are sited here, at Ruse and
Gorna Oryahovitsa, neither of which is
used on a regular basis.

PORTRAIT OF THE REGIONS
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Communications - 1998

North-Central Bulgaria

Length of road in km

per km? 0,34 0,31
Length of road in km

per 1000 population 492 oLl
Telephone

connections per 1000 416 387
population

High level of industrial
pollution

Environmental damage is one of the
main regional problems. This situation
has worsened particularly in the border
areas, due to cross-border sources of
pollution. The Danube River and the
towns of Ruse, Nikopol and Svishtov
suffer most from this problem. The cut
backs in industrial productions in recent
years have led to an improvement in the
ecological state in the region’s southern
parts.

The region’s own industrial sector also
contributes to environmental pollution,
the major polluters being the cement-
producing plants at Zlatna Panega and
Pleven. Enterprises engaged in textile
and machine production create waste,
which flows into the rivers and creates
substantial damage to the ecological
balance.

Due to its limited water resources, the
region has had to build several artificial
lakes, including the ones at Al
Stamboliysky and Yovkovtsi, which
have helped to overcome the problem

PORTRAIT OF THE REGIONS
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Number of pupils - 1999

Total

Pre-school 30 225
Primary 55 183
Lower secondary 52 376
(vocatonaigansra) 43058
Tertiary

(higher education) 44 554
Total 232 336

of providing an adequate water supply
for the population. Around 13.8% of the
total population faces restrictions on its
water use, but in the region of Lovech
this share reaches as high as 60%. Per
capita water consumption is slightly
lower than the national average.

The national gas pipeline passes
through the region, supplying gas to the
region’s main enterprises.

All settlements are connected to the
electricity supply and have access to
sewerage. The telecommunications net-
work is also well developed here, and
only the South-West region has a high-
er number of post offices and telephone
lines.

Strong academic tradition

Many cultural landmarks are preserved
in the North-Central region, dating from
the period of the second Bulgarian state
and the Enlightenment. Numerous
monasteries are situated in the region,
two particularly impressive ones being
the Troyanski and Dryanovki monaster-
ies. In Roman times, a major route

NORTH-CENTRAL

Health care - 1998

North-Central Bulgaria
Hospitals 44 218
Doctor; per 10 000 23.9 253
population
Hospital beds per 91.4 70,7

10 000 population

crossed the region’s territory, connect-
ing the southern with the northern parts
of the country.

There are 8 theatres, 2 opera houses, 48
museums and around 1 600 libraries in
the region. The major cultural centres
are Ruse, Pleven, Veliko Tarnovo and
Gabrovo. The first secondary school in
the country was set up in the region of
Gabrovo, dating back to the years
before Ottoman rule.

The region's educational needs are
served by 7 universities and more than
600 other educational institutions. The
majority of the educational establish-
ments are concentrated in the main
regional academic centre of Veliko
Tarnovo. The major academic institu-
tions are the Medical academy in
Pleven and the Economic Academy in
Svishtov. 17% of all students in Bulgaria
study here, which is the second highest
figure in the country.

The health care sector includes 44 hos-
pitals, maintaining around 19.5% of all
hospital beds nationwide. 14% of the
country's doctors work here, the num-
ber of patients per doctor being 418.
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Veliko Tarnovo

Home to former capital of
Bulgaria

Together with the regions of Pleven,
Lovech, Ruse and Gabrovo, Veliko
Tarnovo is situated in the North-Central
region of Bulgaria. In addition to the
above regions, it also borders on the
regions of Targovishte, Sliven and Stara
Zagora. Veliko Tarnovo is divided into
10 municipalities, which have in total
333 settlements. Of these, 171 are very
small villages (below 50 inhabitants),
which is characteristic for this part of
the country, particularly for the southern
mountainous sections. There are 14
towns in the region, the largest being
the regional centre Veliko Tarnovo.
Other towns of note include Gorna
Oryahovitsa, Pavlikeni and the Danube
port of Svishtov.

The area of the region is 4 663 km® (4.2%
of the national total) and it comprises
parts of the Danube Plain, the lower
Balkans and the Balkan mountain
range. The relief changes from a flat
plain around the river Danube to semi-
mountainous and mountainous in the
southern end of the region.

This part of Bulgaria has a rich histori-
cal past. Remains of the Roman cities
Nikopolis ad Istrum and Nove (present-
day Svishtov) are situated in the region.
Veliko Tarnovo entered Bulgarian histo-
ry in 1185 after the uprising of the Assen
and Petar boyars, when Bulgaria over-
threw 150 years of Byzantine rule. As the
capital of the Second Bulgarian State
(1185-1391), the city underwent vigorous
economic and cultural growth. A school
for religious and literary studies was
founded, which today would be known
as a university. In 1393 Veliko Tarnovo
was conquered by the Ottoman Turks
and the city was destroyed. After the lib-
eration of Bulgaria (1878), it was again
for a short time the capital. In 1878, the
first Bulgarian National Assembly
(Parliament) was summoned there and
approved the first Bulgarian constitu-
tion.
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The remains of the fortress at Tsarevets recall the grandeur of the Second Bulgarian State.
Photo by Peter Dimov
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Rich past but acute shortage of investment

Veliko Tarnovo is a region with a well
preserved environment, mineral springs,
numerous archaeological and ethnic
artefacts, which give it great scope for
developing its tourist industry. Further-
more, its well-developed road network,
manufacturing facilities for the chemical
and radio-electronics industry, a consid-
erable scientific potential and skilled
labour force are other positive features
of the region.

There are certain barriers, however,
which hinder the full utilisation of the
afore-mentioned advantages. Among
these are the deteriorating demographic
situation, the acute shortage of invest-
ment capital (the region is among the
lowest nationally in terms of per capita
foreign investment), and depopulation of

the mountainous regions.

In terms of natural resources, non-
metallic deposits (clay, marl, limestone,
quartz sand) are of economic impor-
tance. Limited deposits of black coal
have been found in the Balkan mountain
range. The climate is moderately conti-
nental. The Yantra River basin is linked
to all other rivers in the region. The
region’s water resources are supple-
mented by numerous mineral springs (in
the village of Voneshta Voda, the towns
of Svishtov, Polski Trambesh). Fertile
humus soils are found near the Danube,
while alluvial soils, suitable for veg-
etable-growing, are spread along the
river valleys. Forests occupy 21% of the
area and add to the natural wealth of the
region.
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Which regions are similar to
Veliko Tarnovo region?

Area:

4 663 km®
Haute-Corse (FR)
Veszprem (HU)
Waldviertel (A)

Population:

305 000 inhabitants
L'Aquila (1)
lalomita (RO)
Soest (D)

Employment structure:
40 % services
Centro (P)
Dytiki Makedonia (EL)
Zemgale (LV)

Age-sex pyramid in 1998 (1 000)
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Processing industries and
intensive agriculture

The population of the region numbers
304 000 inhabitants (1998), equivalent to
some 3.7% of the national total.
Population density (65 inhabitants per
km?) is below the national average. As
elsewhere in the region, the birth rate is
low and the death rate is high, resulting
in a negative natural population growth.
The age structure is relatively well bal-
anced, the population under 25 years
being a substantially higher percentage
of the total compared to the population
aged above 65 (30% and 18% respec-
tively).

The employment rate is somewhat
above average, while per capita GDP is
equal to the national average. Food and

Demographic Account 1992-98 (1 000)

Population

31.12.92 8181
Births 30,9
Deaths 35,6
Migration -8,5
Population

31.12.98 a85

VELIKO TARNOVO

beverages industries dominate the eco-
nomic structure. One of the biggest
sugar plants in Bulgaria is situated in
Gorna Oryahovitsa. Machine tool engi-
neering and metal-processing come
next (in Veliko Tarnovo, Gorna
Oryahovitsa, and Debelets). Gorna
Oryahovitsa, Pavlikeni, and Strazhitsa
are home to ceramic production. The
chemical industry is represented by
large enterprises in Svishtov and Veliko
Tarnovo.

Thanks to the rich agrarian and environ-
mental potential there is a well-devel-
oped agricultural sector, with vegetable
growing the most important sector.
Crops, sunflower and sugar beat are
grown in the northern plains. Cattle are
reared both for meat and milk produc-
tion.

Major transit routes dissect the region,
including the road from Sofia to Varna
and from Ruse to Stara Zagora. Gorna
Oryahovitsa is a major railway junction
for Northern Bulgaria, as the Sofia-
Varna and Ruse-Stara Zagora-Podkova
rail lines intersect here. The airport
complex near Gorna Oryahovitsa is
used for charter flights.

In addition to numerous high schools
and a range of vocational schools, the
Veliko Tarnovo University is the second
oldest Bulgarian university after the
University of Sofia. Medical services are
at a high level, with one regional and
several district hospitals. Water supply
in the region meets the needs of the
population.

Unemployment (1 000)
30

2% Total
18
Women
12 v
8 <25 years
0
1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998
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Gabrovo

The smallest region

With the exception of Sofia (capital) this
is the smallest region in Bulgaria in
terms of area at 2 019 km?, which repre-
sents only 1.8% of the country’s area.
Gabrovo is situated in the centre of
Northern Bulgaria, bordering on the
regions of Lovech, Veliko Tarnovo and
Stara Zagora. The settlements in the
four municipalities of Gabrovo region
consist of the four municipal centres,
one town that is not a centre of a munic-
ipality, 74 villages and numerous ham-
lets. This number of small settlements is
typical for this part of the country and
for the southern Balkan slopes. The
regional centre, Gabrovo, is the largest
town in the region, followed by Sevlievo.
This part of Bulgaria has been inhabited
since ancient times. The regional centre
of Gabrovo emerged as an urban cen-
tre during the time of the Ottoman inva-
sion. Its name was mentioned for the
first time in the 16" century. During the
18" and at the beginning of the 19" cen-
tury manufacturing began to develop
rapidly there. Gabrovo merchants
established offices in many European
cities. In 1835, the first Bulgarian secular
school opened its doors in Gabrovo.
After the Liberation of Bulgaria (1878),
the city turned into one of the largest
industrial centres in the country with
numerous textile, leather and other
enterprises.

The relief is predominantly undulating
and mountainous. Valleys such as the
Sevlievo Valley offer good opportunities
for agriculture. Black coal, marble, lime-
stone and clay are the region’s main
natural resources. The climate is mod-
erately continental with frequent tem-
perature inversions in the valleys. The
major rivers cutting across the region
are the Yantra, Rositsa, Vidima and
Dryanovska. One of the biggest dams in
Bulgaria, the Alexander Stamboliyski
Dam, has been built on the river Yantra.
Soil is less fertile in the hilly Balkan
mountain range areas, although there
are many large pastures, used for ani-
mal-rearing.
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Small Balkan towns throughout the region display the typical architecture of the Bulgarian

Renaissance.

Main indicators
National level=100

Photo by Peter Dimov
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High employment rate and low unemployment level

Gabrovo region is highly attractive for
investors. It has an abundant supply of
skilled labour, a variety of production
facilities and a heterogeneous econo-
my. Furthermore, its environment is well-
preserved and there are valuable archi-
tectural and ethnological sites
(Bozhentsi, Tryavna, Dryanovo, Etara).
The famous Dryanovo Monastery, com-
memorating the Bulgarians’ struggle for
national liberty in the 19" century, is situ-
ated here too.

The well-developed economic structure
of the region is reflected in the
favourable employment indicators. The
unemployment rate at 14% is one of the
lowest nationally and is 2% lower than
the Bulgarian average. A note-worthy

feature is the high percentage of
employment in industry, 46% of the total,
which is the highest among the regions.
Nevertheless, the region faces a number
of problems, the most significant ones
concerning the negative natural growth
due to the ageing of the population, and
depopulation of the mountainous areas.
In these zones, substantial areas of
arable land are being abandoned and
becoming overgrown.

In order to continue to attract local and
foreign investors, the right conditions for
the management of these processes
have to be created, which should then
generate sufficient guarantees for the
future successful development of this
part of the country.

PORTRAIT OF THE REGIONS
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Which regions are similar to
Gabrovo region?

Population density:

76 inhabitants per km?
Herefordshire (UK)
Magnisia (EL)
Jihlavsky (C2)

Age structure:

27 % under 25
Arnsberg (D)
Limousin (F)
Veneto (l)

Land use:

38 % forest
Extremadura (E)
Toscana (l)
Brasov (RO)

Age-sex pyramid in 1998 (1 000)
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Developed economy with
considerable investment

Gabrovo is the smallest region in terms
of its population size and is inhabited by
154 000 people (1.9% of the national
total). Its density is equal to the national
average. The number of inhabitants is
diminishing due to the very low birth rate
and to the large share of an ageing pop-
ulation. Infant mortality is, however, con-
siderably below the national average.

With an active population of 52.8% and a
high employment rate (almost 300 per
1 000 inhabitants) the region is in a bet-
ter position than the rest of the country
(which has an employment rate of 249
per 1 000). The higher level of urbanisa-
tion is evident from the fact that 77% of
the population are urban dwellers as

Demographic Account 1992-98 (1 000)

Population

31.12.92 161.9
Births 8.0
Deaths 17,0
Migration 1,4
Population

31.12.98 154.3

GABROVO

against 67.7% nationally.

The economy has a predominantly
industrial bent, the major sectors being
processing industries, textile and
knitwear industries. Other manufactur-
ing branches include electric hoists,
cables and plastic products. A modern
enterprise for the manufacture of sani-
tary fittings, as well as a factory for the
manufacturing and repair of railway
wagons and carriages are situated in
the vicinity of Gabrovo. Due to the sig-
nificant foreign investment in plants in
Sevlievo the region is in second place in
Bulgaria in terms of its per capita invest-
ment.

Stock-breeding is the principal agricul-
tural activity, mainly in the mountain
areas, while cereal crops are grown in
the plains.

The good road network is evident from
the higher than average road density
here at 0.53 km per km® as against
0.34 km per km® nationally. The region is
crossed by two major roads - the Sofia-
Varna and Veliko Tarnovo - Stara
Zagora roads, as well as by the railway
line which runs from Ruse via Gorna
Oryahovitsa to Stara Zagora and
Podkova.

Gabrovo is one of Bulgaria's main uni-
versity centres, with a Technical
University which has several faculties
there. There are 65 schools in the
municipality of Gabrovo.

Medical care is better than average
thanks to the hospital and clinics based
here and the available skilled medical
staff. On average, one doctor cares for
360 inhabitants as against 396 national-
ly, and there are 7.7 hospital beds per
1 000 inhabitants.

Unemployment (1 000)
15
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o
Lovech

Between Danube and
Balkan mountains

Lovech region extends over the middle
part of the lower Balkan and the north-
ern slopes of the Balkan mountain
ranges. With an area of 4 128 km?, it is
one of the country’s medium-sized
regions. Lovech comprises 8 municipal-
ities and borders the regions of Pleven
to the north, Gabrovo and Veliko
Tarnovo to the east, Plovdiv to the
South and Sofia and Vratsa to the west.
The relief is predominantly undulating
and mountainous. The abundance of
natural resources such as limestone
and clay has spurred production of
bricks, tiles, and pottery. Although the
town of Lovech is the main focal point
for transport and industry, it is still one
of the smallest regional centres in
Bulgaria.

In ancient times the region was inhabit-
ed by the Thracian tribes. After the
Roman conquest of the Balkan penin-
sula, the territory became a part of the
Roman province of Mizia. A medieval
castle was built at Lovech on the rem-
nants of the Roman road station at
Melta, and one of the main economic
and trade centres in the region grew up
around it in the 15" to 18" centuries.
The main rivers in the region are rela-
tively small, but this is compensated for
by the natural water springs, the largest
of which is the well-known Glava
Panega. These vast water resources
allow the region to supply water to the
adjacent region of Pleven. The sail is
not particularly fertile and is suitable
mainly for fruit growing. However, the
soil is more fertile in the river valleys of
the northern plains, where crop produc-
tion is highly developed. The area is
densely forested, with forests covering
35% of the territory.
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Kolyo Ficheto.

Main indicators
National level=100

The unique covered bridge over the Osam River was built by the famous Renaissance
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Healthy climate, unspoilt nature

The well-preserved nature and healthy
mineral water are among the main posi-
tive aspects of the region. The environ-
ment is relatively undamaged by indus-
trial pollution. One of Bulgaria's largest
areas under environmental protection is
situated in this region, namely the
Central Balkan National Park. The min-
eral water springs at Shipkovo and
Slivek villages, coupled with the moun-
tain resorts of Ribaritsa, Teteven, and
Apriltsi, encourage the development of
tourism in the region.

Lovech is also noted for its cultural and
ethnic heritage. In the majority of the
region’s towns, architectural monu-
ments of considerable historical and
ethnic significance are preserved.
Outstanding among the numerous his-
torical and architectural landmarks is

the Troyan monastery, which is one of
the four main monasteries of the
Bulgarian Orthodox Church. Other cul-
tural attractions are the architectural
centre of Varosha and the famous
bridge by Kolyo Fitcheto, both in the
town of Lovech.

One of the region’s weak points is the
lack of resources for industry and the
high level of unemployment. The indus-
trial sector suffers from a lack of invest-
ment activity. The completion of the
restructuring process of the local econ-
omy and the improvement of the
region’s infrastructure would help to
overcome these difficulties in the long
run.

The poorly developed road network is
another disadvantage of the region. The
lack of quality roads, especially in

PORTRAIT OF THE REGIONS Em
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Which regions are similar to
Lovech region?

Area:

4 128 km®
Oberkarnten (A)
Viborg amt (DK)
Telsiai (LT)

Population density:

43 inhabitants per km?
Aitoloakarnania (EL)
Dordogne (F)
Caras-Severin (RO)

Employment structure:
36 % industry
Pardubicky (C2)
Dessau (D)
Shropshire and Staffordshire (UK)

Age-sex pyramid in 1998 (1 000)

Males Females

80+
70-74
60-64
50-54
40-44
30-34
20-24

10-14
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the southern part of the region, is due
mainly to the mountainous terrain.
Nevertheless, a part of the national road
network crosses the region, the Sofia -
Veliko Tarnovo - Varna highway. In com-
parison to the road network, the rail net-
work performs only a complementary
function and the low quality transport
infrastructure could be improved
through the reconstruction of some
major roads.

The lack of land under cultivation is a
disadvantage for the development of the
region’s agriculture, and a proper solu-
tion to compensate for this shortage
would be to consolidate the existing
scattered pieces of cultivated land.

Demographic Account 1992-98 (1 000)

Population

31.12.92 IR
Births 11,2
Deaths 231
Migration -0,1
Population

31.12.98 1781

LOVECH

Mixed economy dominated
by industry

The region is one of the country’s small-
est in terms of population, with 178 100
inhabitants, which amounts to 2.2% of
the national total. It is sparsely populat-
ed as indicated by the population den-
sity ratio of 43, which is far below the
national average of 74. The urban pop-
ulation comprises a smaller share of the
total population than in Bulgaria as a
whole. The population of the region is
ageing rapidly, the chief factor behind
this being the sustained decline in the
birth rate in the period 1992-1999. The
infant mortality rate in the region at 13.8
per 1 000 live births is slightly lower than
the national average of 14.4. Overall, as
with other regions in the country, Lo-
vech suffers from a poor demographic
structure and negative natural increase.
The abundance of vast pastures in the
lower Balkan and the Balkan mountains
favours the development of cattle and
sheep breeding. The share of the
region’s area that is cultivated, 33.6%, is
less than the national average of 43.3%.
Crops and vines are grown in the north-
ern plain areas, while fruit and potato
growing prevail in the mountainous
regions.

Although the region has a mixed econ-
omy, the dominant sector is the indus-
trial one. However, no particular indus-
try could be identified as a leader in the
regional economy. Machine building in
Lovech and Troyan, food industry in
Lovech, Troyan, and Lukovit, wood pro-
cessing in Teteven and Troyan, cement
production in Zlatna Panega, and brick
and tile manufacturing in Yablanitsa are
the region’s main industries.

Despite Lovech’s well-developed indus-
try, the unemployment level of 19% is
above the national average of 16%.

Unemployment (1 000)
16
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Pleven

Core of Northern Bulgaria

Pleven region is situated in the central
part of Northern Bulgaria and has an
area of 4 337 km® (3.9% of the national
territory). To the north, it borders the
river Danube, to the east Veliko Tarnovo
oblast, to the south Lovech oblast and
to the west Vratsa oblast. Administra-
tively, it is divided into 10 municipalities,
within which there are 119 settlements,
including 13 towns. Its population num-
bers 322 000 inhabitants (1998) or 3.9%
of the national total.

The region extends over parts of the fer-
tile Danube Plain and includes just the
far northern reaches of the lower Balkan
range. Its relief is accordingly predomi-
nantly flat. The lower streams of the
rivers Iskar, Vit and Osam flow through
the region. The karst springs near the
city of Pleven, the village of Bohot and
elsewhere are also part of the region’s
water supply. The moderately continen-
tal climate is characterised by cold win-
ters and hot summers. Humus-rich soils
alternate with alluvial meadows (in the
plains) and the less fertile forest soils of
the lower Balkan mountains.

In ancient times this area was inhabited
by the Thracian tribe known as "the
Mizians", which has given the name
Mizia to all of Northern Bulgaria. There
are numerous archaeological finds from
the Roman Empire, including remains of
the Roman town of Storgozia. In the
Middle Ages, Pleven and the surround-
ing area belonged to the Bulgarian
state. Under Ottoman rule the city was
an important administrative, economic
and garrison town. After the liberation of
Bulgaria (1878) it grew into one of the
most important urban centres in the
country.

Limited deposits of oil and gas have
been discovered and are now being
extracted. Deposits of fire- and ceramic
clay and limestone have considerable
economic significance.
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Main indicators
National level=100

The Pleven Panorama is a monument to those who died for Bulgaria’s liberation in 1877-1878.
Photo by Peter Dimov
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Rich natural resources but environmental problems

Pleven region's potential in the field of
agriculture is considerable due to the
right mix of climatic conditions and soll
type. Industrial capacity is available and
there is well-developed oil and gas
extraction. As far as the region’s infras-
tructure is concerned, it has a good
road and rail network, and its villages
and towns are provided with the main
services.

Some of the major problems worth men-
tioning are air pollution in the municipal-
ity of Nikopol, due to emissions pro-
duced by the Romanian city of Turnu
Magulare, and the pollution of arable
land caused by oil extraction.
Furthermore, the demographic structure
of the population is deteriorating, and
industry is operating below capacity and

with a reduced workforce.

Water supply is one of the problems
faced by the region, as there is a grave
shortage of both drinking water and
water for irrigation.

Despite these drawbacks, Pleven region
should continue to play an important
role in the national economy in the future
and it does possess the necessary pre-
requisites for further successful social
and economic development.

PORTRAIT OF THE REGIONS
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_ ROMANIA

Which regions are similar to
Pleven region?

Population density:

74 inhabitants per km?
Jasz-Nagykun-Szolnok (HU)
Tirschenreuth (D)
Mubhlviertel (A)

Land use:

79 % agriculture
Basse-Normandie (F)
Giurgiu (RO)
Hajdu-Bihar (HU)

Employment structure:
31 % agriculture

Utena (LT)

Centru (RO)

Kriti (EL)

Age-sex pyramid in 1998 (1 000)

Males Females

15 12 9 6 3 0 0 3 6 9
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Oil extraction and industrial-
agrarian economy

The region is characterised by negative
natural population growth, which in turn
is also reflected in the trend towards a
decrease in the size of the population of
active age. Infant mortality at 18.3 per
1 000 live births is above the average of
14.4.

Industry is the principal economic sec-
tor, with the main branches being oil pro-
cessing, machine tools engineering, the
canning industry, wine production and
tobacco processing, all of which are of
national significance. Agriculture is well
developed and includes the cultivation
of cereals and oil-bearing crops.

~ Stockbreeding in the region is entirely in

the hands of the private sector, produc-

Demographic Account 1992-98 (1 000)

Population '
31.12.92 2402
Births 20,8
Deaths 38,1
Migration -6,2
Population

31.12.98 s22.8

PLEVEN

ing dairy goods, meat and meat pro-
cessing and leather goods.

In terms of foreign investment, the
region ranks in 10" place and is close to
the national average. Per capita GDP is
slightly below the 