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EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM
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The 1971 Agreement between the European Cconomic Commun1ty and Matta,
as amended by the Additional Protocol to that Agreement, provides, in
.part1cuLar in respect.of industrial products, for the aboL1t1on of the

duties laid down in the Common Customs Tariff. Notw1thstand1ng this .
provision, special arrangements exist for a number of sens1t1ve products :
the voLume of such products wh1ch may bgaumported free of ‘duties is.
limited to-an annuaL ce1L1ng. when this ce1L1ng is reached the customs
duties apprcabLe to.third countries’ may be reimposed by the Communxty
unt1l the end of the caLendar year.

t
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The 1n1t1al voLumes of the annuaL ce1L1ngs are fixed by the amended

/
"Agreement jtself. éach year these ce1L1ngs are reopened and their level

_is 1ncreased by 5 %.

The implementation‘of the system of ceiLings and the option of reintro~

ducing customs duties requ1re the adopt1on of prec1se common rules to

be applied’ un1formty by all the Member States.‘These requirements may be
met by setting up a Community system of surve1LLance of actual 1mports
from MaLta. To that end the Member States must take appropr1ate measures
to perm1t the rapld coLLect1on of stat1st1caL returns for the whoLe

Community.

.In this connect1on 1mports of the products: 1n question should be recorded

only. as and when they are entered for home use accompan1ed by a movement

vcert1f1cate conforming to the rules of the Agreement referred to.in 1 above.

%

The returns w1LL be drawn up by each Member State at the end of each month

.and forwarded before the fifteenth day 5 the foLLow1ng month: to the
:Comm1ss1on 1n order to enabLe the latter to send by telex to all the:
'Memher States a comprehens1ve product—bx-product«statement of- the imports
.‘in‘question effected during the preceding month. The SurveiLLance sistem '

will require ouick action and close cooperation between the reLevant' Ty
departments of the Member States and the Commission. Since the products .
in qucst1on beLong to ‘the sens1t1ve produots category and duty-free
imports in excess of the ce1L1ngs may disturb the Commun1ty market, it is
absoLuteLy essential that all the Member States observe str1ctLy the
abovement1oned t1me L1m1t of #ifteen days. ‘ LT i
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The foLLow1ng procedure w1LL be used for setting in tra1n the machinery
. for re1ntroduc1ng duties : as soon as one of the c0mprehens1ve monthly
statements comp1Led by the Commission shouﬂs that 75 % of the ceiling
fixed for a given product has been reached, the Commission will inform
the Member States and consuLtat1ons may take place, in particular
- within the Economic Tariff ProbLems Group, either at the request of a
Member State or on the Commission's own 1n1t1at1ve. The purpose of these
consultat1ons will be to examine in each 1nd1v1duaL case whether ‘the
customs dut1es applicable to th1rd countr1es should be reimposed when

, the ceiling is actually reached.’ . "

Imports of the product in question will continue to be the subject of
monthly returns or, if the Commission so requests, of a telex message

covering each period of ten days. This message must reach the

[

- Commission within five days.

L)

The Commission can thus take within the shortest possible time the

[ )

measures required for the adoption of 'a regulation reintroducing customs
duties in respect of Malta until the end of the calendar year. In

that event, the customs duties on the 'product in question would naturally

i e e -

be reimposed within the time limit Laid down by the regulation ending
exemption from duties. a

s

3. The attached proposal provides for the deLegation by the Council to the

Comm1sszon of the power to apply the 'rule on ce1L1ngs and the reintroduc=
tion of duties.
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The proposéL for a regulation merely outlines how these powers are . :
to be exercised so that the machinery to be used may be adjusted flexibly :
and rapidly in consultation with the Member States. Again with a'view to ;
, maximum efficiency and rapidity, the proposal lays down that the Comm1ss1on

w1LL be responsible for re1ntroduc1ng, in respect of MaLta, the dut1es
appL1cabLe to thvrd countr1es.
ANNEX 3
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Proposal for,a Council Regulation.

s T 1 mba

. . .
4 . . !

e o 3 s o e 4P gyt M= ok s i



vy e

PROPOSAL FOR A
COUNCIL REGULATION (EEC) No

t

hoph e IS B ol e el
o . : PR

P R of.
cst'\bhshmg celhngs and Commumty

i

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having rcurd to thc 'Irc'xty cstabhshmg thc Euro-

ooasont
» pean Economic Commumty, and in particular Article

113 thereof,

.
| f . -

" Having regard to the proposal from the Commission,

Whereas the "Agreement cstablishing an association
between the European’ Economic Community and
Malta (1), as amended by the Additiénal Protocol to
“ that Agreement (2), makes provision for the total abo-
lition of customs duties in respect of the products to

which the Agreement applies; whereas, however, for -

a number of products exemption from duties is sub-

'

ject, to ccilings abovc which the customs duties appli-

cable to third countries may be reintroduced; where-
-as the ccilings to be applied in 1979should thcrefore
be determined; whereas the applxcanon of ceilings re-

quires that thc Commumty be regularly informed on

imports of the products in question originating in

. Malta; whereas it is therefore désirable th,ac imports

of thc5c products be subjected to a systcm of . sur- "
- velllenre; - N )
Whereas éhis objentive may be arhi eved by
means 2 f-an adninisirafive proredure based
on the ¢harfing of in-.

.

.. ports of the products in question against the ceilings

at Community level as and when the products are en-

tered with customs authorities for home use; whereas -

this administrative procedure must make provision
for the possibility of customs tariff duties being rein-
- troduced as soon as the ceilings are reached at Com-
munity level;
o
. Whereas this administrative procedure requires ¢lose
‘and particularly rapid cooperation between the Mem-
ber States and the Commission and the latter must in
particular be able to follow the progress of quantities
charged against the ceilings and keep the Member
States informed; whereas this cooperation has to be

particularly close since the Commission must be able

() OFNoL'61,14.3. 1974, p.2. . = -+
(%) OJ No L 304,29, 11. 1977, . 2.,

. () O] NoL111,28.4.1976,p.3. '
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to take the approptiate measures to rcmtroduce
customs tariff duties if one of the cellmgs is reached,

'HAS ADOPTED THIS REGULATION:

e U Arttclel

-"‘

1. From 1 January to 31 December 1979 1mports
of ‘the products ongmatmg in Malta listed in the

* Annex shall be subject to annual ceilings and Com-

munity -surveillance. o ;

. The description of the products referréd to in the first

-subparagraph, their tariff headings and statistical

. numbers and the levels of the cellmgs are glven in the-:

Annex. .

2.  Quantities shall be charged against the ceilings
-as and ‘when ‘products’ are entered with customs
authorities for home use accompanied by a movement
certificate in accordance with the rules contained in
the Protocol concerning the definition of the concept
of ‘originating products’ and methods of administra-

_tive cooperation annexed to the Protocol laying
- down certain provisions relating te the Agreement

establishing an association between the European
Economic Community and Malta() o

Goods may be charged agamst the ceiling only if the
movement certificate is submitted before the date on
‘which customs duties are reimposed.

{The extent to which a ceiling is used up-shall be de-
termined at Community level on the basis of the im-
ports charged against it in the manner defined in the

preceding subparagraphs.

The Member States shall inform the Cofnmission at
the intervals and within the time limits specified in
paragraph 4 of imports effected in accordance with
the above procedures.

3 .

3. As soon as the ceilings have been reached, the

Commission may adopt a Regulation  reimposing

L} ) 1



until the end of the calendar year the customs duties Article 2 ‘

applicable to third countries, . .
hp The Commission shall take all appropriate measures

in close cooperation with the Member States, for th

-4, Member States shall forward to the Commission . purposes of applymg this Regulatlon.

not later than the 185th day of each month statements
of the quantitics charged during the preceding month,

If the Commission so requests, they shall provide - . Article 3
such statements 1n tespeel o porfogds 0710 days . '
and forvawrd them wl thin'five clear days of the = This chulanon shall enter mto force on 1 Januar

endaf onch 10-day perlod, ‘ 1979. o

This. Regulauon shall be bmdmg in its entirety and directly applxcable in’ all Member

States,
K Done at Brussels, ° ' N ‘ :
- For the Council
The President



List of products subject to irﬁport éeilings in 11978

ANNEX |

R4

. Serial No v i;cn((l:igg‘wo Description ‘A Nlo};iiXE &:‘;E;l:‘:g;
1 2 /! 3 ’ 4 5
IM1 53.05 C;)tton yarn, not put .ué fo:r rct;\il sale 55.Q5-a]l Nosl ]
i M 2 - 55.09 Other woven Eabricé of cotto’n‘ 55.05-?}1 Nos 1o
1M3 ﬁ56.04 Man-made fibres (dlscontmuous or waste), carded, v ' .
' combed or otherwise prepa;cd for spmmng . 56.04-all Nos ™ ° 882 .
IM4 6b.05. ‘Outcr garmcnts and othcr 'zrtlcles, knitted or crochetcd i
S . not elastic or rubbenzed ‘ o N 60 OS all Nos k]
IMS _61.01 Mcn"s and boys’ putct garm.ents 61, 01-all Nos 888
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