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- EXPLANATION MEMORANDUM

K

. The fi%st sentence of the first>paragraph of Article 15 of the Council
Directive (1) of 24 July 1973 on the approximation of the laws of the

Member States relating to cocoa and chocolate products intended for human
consumption provideslthat Member States shéll, if'necéssary,fwithin a period
.of one year.following notification, amend their laws in accordance with the . .-

’prsv151ons of that Dlrectlve.

When the laws and regulatzons dlsoharglng'thls obligatlon were belng drawn .up -
1n the Member States it emerged that certain rules and deflnitlons proposed

1h the Dlrectlve mlght give rlse to confllctlng 1nterpretaﬁlon, For example,‘
“the French and Engllsh versions of Article. 6 (1) are unclear. The definition
of milk chocolate, milk chocolate with high mllk content and mllk chocolate
verm10e111 or flakes (items 1e21, 1422 and 1423 in the Annex) no longer
_correspond to the intentions of the delegatlons when the Dlrectlve was

»adopted.‘ ..

i

" The Commlsxmon 1ntends therefore to submlt as soon as possible a proposal for

a Directive deflnlng the text where required more aoourate1y¢—

Uh%ll such time as the Council adopts the proposal the period laid down in
* Article 15 should be extended to enable Member States o take account of - %hese
adgustments when national measures are _adopted. . .

The obJecﬁ of thms proposal is, fherefore, 1o extend tﬂe period until
31 December 1974‘

~
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LN PWQEDSAL FOR A COUVCIL DIRIUTIVE

A amendxng for the, flrst %1me the Coun01l Dlrectlve of
24 July 1973 on the approxlmatlon of the laws of the -
'vﬁﬁaﬁber States relatlng to cocoa and chocolate products :

intended for human consumptlon

| S caa— ~

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN’COMMUNITIES,‘

‘ Havmng regard to the Treaty establlshlng the EMropean Ebonomlc Communlty, f
'and in. partlcular Artlcle 100 thereof '

< .
F et

Havxng regard to the proposal from the Comm1ss1an,

Whereas the first sentence of the flrst paragraph of Artlcle 15 of the Oounoil
Directive (1) of 24 July 1973 on the approximation of the Laws of the Merber
States relating to cocoa and chocolate products in§éﬁdéd for humsn consumption
prévides that ﬁember States shall, if- neceéséry,-within a period of one year
follow1ng notification amend their laws in aooordanoe with ﬁhe prOV181ons of
that D1rect1Ve' ’ ‘ o

v

Whereas it appears that the present wording of ceruamn prOV1s1ons of the = =
Directive concerned may give rlse to GOnfilcﬁing 1nterpretatlon and that they
should therefore be ‘defined more accurate~

Whereas the Commlss1on has stated that it is about to submit a proposal amendlng
the wording of the Directive but that it w1ll not be possible to make such
amendment before the eXplry of the ab0vemenﬁloned periods ,

- o 4

Whereas Member States should therefore be enabled, by the extension of that
period, to take acoouni of the adjustments made when giving effect to the

Dlrectlve in thelr national laws-

’ Whereas, however, there is no need to alter- the perlod of two years laid down
.in the second sentence of the flrst paragrnph of Article 15 of the Coun011
Directive of 23 July 1973, ' i
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HAS ADOPTED THIS DIRECTIVE 3. =~ » Lo e T R T
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. — "’,I R ‘ IR ,‘ IS
' o . Ar'blcle 17 \': T L
The first paragraph of Art:.cle 15 o:E‘ *the chncn.l Dn.rect:we of 24 July 1973 )
s hereby amended %o read as follows SRR S :
"'I‘Tember Stafbes shall, if necessary, before 1 January 1975, amend thelr laws -
in. accorda:ace with the provmlons of 'bh:.s Dlrective and: shall fcrthwa.th info:nm |
'bhe Commssion 'the:oeof. The laws 'bhus amended shall apply to products offered , S
for sale in -the Mem’ber S'ba;bes two yea;rs ai"ber ’che nota.fa.ca,tlon of this " )
Da.rechve".» e LT CT e S R
P . ~Article 2 ’ ‘ e T . PR
ThlS Dlrectlve 3.s addressec{ t0 the - Member S-bates,. R ‘ |
% Done at Brussels, ) Fof:;-bifhe Council
- . - : The Px;és'idéh-h\"" T
i - ’ - i !
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