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1. ·When the ~.qr\~ement between· the EEC and Spain h-as been signed 

·in, 1970, the communit)' bi~a oneself to 9 rant a preferential 

tariff regime t:o the impvrtat1·ons in the Communjty of certain 

·wines with orig•,i in Sp~in~ A~ to satisfy to this. engagement 

the Community has o~"er,~d each ye"r two tariff quotas at 
reduced dut~ rates : 

2. 

. 
(a)· she·rry ·wines 

(i) in containers of two litres o,' ~.ess, 

40 000 hl at CCT duty reduced by 60%· , 
(ii) in containers of more than t~o Litr~s 

310 000 hl at CCT duty reduced by 50%; 

it being understood that these wines would remain ~ubject to· 

the provisions governing the common organizat.ion of, the market 

in wine and e"specially to the reference price which is applicable. 

to these wines. 

However, this regime has been provided ont:y for the importation 

of these products into the six original Me~ber States, whereas 

the three new Member States h?ve applied different regimes. 

In conformity.with theAct of Accession imports of these products 

into the new. Member States are subject, since 1 July 1977, to 

the customs duties inscrited into .. the Common Customs Tariff. 

In this situation, a uniform regime of importation should be 

established. Hence the forementioned quota volumes should be 

increased in such a manner as to take account of the traditional 

quantities imported in the new Member States. 
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.This leads to an incre"ase to 

- 108 000 bectolitr~s and.685 000 hectolitres for Sherry-wines.· 

Because of difficulties ent:ounte:red ·in fixing. the reference price 

which -:· in pr~nciple - should have been applicable as. from 1 Jan~ry 

l978f, the Community .has opened, by Regulations (EEC) Nos' 3012/77 

and 532/78,. four Community tariff quotas. 

'These quotas cover:. the period between l January and.JO April 1978 

and amount in total to 36 000 hl and 228 340 hl. 

In order.to comply with the Communitites obligation to Spain~ 

it is ne..cessary to open tariff quotas for these products for 
' 

the period ·1 May to 31 December 1978 for volumes amounting to 
• 

respectively 72 000 hl ·and 456 660 hl. 

This is subject of the annexed pl."oposals. 

3. These Regulation provid~for the splitting up of the tariff volumes 

,into two parts, of which the first will be allocated among the 
' \; 

Member States as quota share and the second will_be kept as a reserve. 

In the absence of Community statistics, the initial quota shares 

have been calculated on the basis of the most recent statistics on 

Spanish e.Xports over a representative per~od and on Member States' 

forecasts. 

Spanish statistics can be considered to give-a rough picture_ of 

Community imports of the relevant products .. 

Because of the inherent particularities l.n trade in these wines 
. . 

which, additionaly, are different from one Member State to another, 

the provisions of the Regulation, exceptionnally, do not lay down 

a common method···of adminis~ration • 

. nex : 1 proposal for a Council Regulation. 
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Proposal of 

COUNCIL REGULATION (EEC} 

on the opening, ·allocating and providing for the administrationof a Commu~ 
nity tariff quota for sherry, falling, within heading No ex 22.0~ of the Common 

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN 
COMMUNITIES, 

Customs Tariff~ originating in Spain l:' ,. ,,,, 

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European 
Economi~ Community, and in particular Article 
113 thereof, 

Having regard_ to the proposal from the Commission; . -

Whereas on the signing of the Agreement between 
the European Economic Community and Spaiii (1) on 
29 June 1970, the Community undertQOk to grant 
preferential tariff arrangements for imports into the 
COmmunity of certain wines originating in Spain. in 
particular sherry ; whereas in order . to · satisfy this . 
unde$king. the Community has opened each year 
two tariff quotas, namely : 

· - 40 000 hectolitres at a duty -rate of 40 % of the 
Common. Customs T~riff duties, for sherry in 
containers holdjng two litres or less. falling within 
subheadings ex 22.05 C Ill a) 1 and ex 22.05 C IV 
a) 1, originating in Spain and 

- 210 000 hectolitres at a duty rate of 50 % of the 
Common Customs . Tariff duties. for sherry. in 
containers holding more than two litres, falling 
within subheadings ex 22.05 C Ill b) 1 and ex 
22.05 C IV. b) 1, originating in Spain ; 

Whereas these preferential tariff arrangements were 
laid down only for imports of these products into the 
Member States of the Community as originally consti'
tuted; whereas, under the Act of Accession, 'importa
tion of these products into the three new Member 
States are subje.ct to Common Customs Tariff duties 
with effect from 1 July 1977; whereas the import 
arrangements for these products should be uniform 
throughout the Community ; whereas therefore the 
aforementione~ annual quotas should be increased to 
108 000 hectolitres and 685 000 hectolitres respec-
tively; whereas :by reason of spec1al circumstances the Community· has 
already opened Community tariff quotas by Regulations (EEC) Nos 3012/77 (3) 
and 532/78 (4) for the global volumes of 36 000 hectolit?rs aHd 228 340 
.hectoliters respectively for the period 1 January to·30 A~r:L 1978; 
whereas tariff quotas of 72. 000 and 456 660 hectol~te~~ rescectively 
should thus be opened ~or the said wines for the pariod.1 May 
to 31 December 1978; 

(2) OJ No L 182, 16.8.1970, p. 2 
(3) OJ No L 355., 31.12.1977, p. 27 
(4) ·oJ No L 74, 16.3.1978, p. 1. 
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". :'W'he .ea~,~ t:or p~rtioular :r~a.sons inherent in :th~t tnethod ::t prodll:oti:on. and 

dS:si ribu.tion of the produ.ot concerned, the import ot these wines into the
... ;con· unity is for the greater part_ earri'ed out ip the last months..-llf--ea.eh 

' yea. ; hrTle reas as a consequence the volume . of the _qu:Qt_as. opened _:for ,th~ 
· ,pe:r'~od 1 January to 30 April ·1978 hav• not been completely used up; wh-ereas 

1 , by . ·1ay of exception it is necessary to provide for the residual a.mo!lllts.left 
, ove frolt this period to be taken into :consideration to be used du.rir...g.the 
·per·od of validity of this Regulation; 

·· . WI,.e as these wines remain subject to the provisions 
gove ning the co:mmon organization of _the market in 

,-wine ; wher~as inclusion_ in the Community tariff 
. quo should be subject to production of movement 
. certi · cate A~E. 1 and a certificate. of designation or 

origi as provided for in Regulation (EEC) No 
.1120 75 (3); ' 

Wh reas~uncil Regulation (EEC) No 2506/76 of 29 
Sep ember 197 5 laying down special rules for the 
im ortation of products in the wine-gro-,:.ing sector 
ori inating in certain third countries ~/"'introduced 

·the idea of a f.ree-at-frontier reference price, being the 
re re nee price less customs duties actually levied ; 

hereas it is in partkular necessary to ensure to all 
C mmunity importers equal and uninterrupted access 
t . the abovementioned quotas . and uninterrupted 
a plication of the rates laid down for these quotas to 
al imports of the produ'cts concerned into all Member 

. S tes until the quotas have. been used up ; whereas, 
h ving regard to the principles mentioned above, the 

m~unity nature of the quotas can be respect~d by 
al ocatmg the Community tariff quotas among the 

mber States ; whereas, in order to reflect most accu
ra ely the actual development of the market in the 
p oducts concerned, such allocation should be in 
p oportion to the needs of the Member States, 
as essed by reference to. both the statistics of each 

,, S te's imports of the said products fi:o.rri Spain over a 
r resentative period and the economic outlook for 

e quota period· concerned ; 

hereas available Community statistics give no inforw 
m tion on the situation of sherry on the markets ; 
w ereas, however, Spanish statistics for exports of 
th e products to the Community during the last few 
y rs can be considered to reflect approximately the 
si uation of Community imports; whereas on ·this 
b sis the . cdrresponding i~ports by each of the 

m her States during the last three years represent 
t following percentages of the , imports into the 
~ m111unity. from Spain of the products concerned : 

OJ No L ~11, 30.4.,1975, P• 19 
OJ No L 256, 2.1.1976, p. 2 

;-Sherr.y-wines which enter the geog
raphic territory of the Community 
from 1 ~ 1978 shall observe the 
reference prices applicable to them - ' . '"-.------ .. 
and also the rules of 

1= by whic~ is 

, 
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Sherry: 

- in. containers holding two litres or less: 

· Benelux· 
Denmark . 

·· Gennany . 
Prance 
Ireland 
Italy 
United Kingdom 

...._·in containers holding· more than two litres : 

Benelux 
Denmark 

·Germany 
Prance 
Ireland 
Italy 
United Kingdom 

Whereas, in view of these factors and of the estimates 
submitted by certain Member States, initial quota 
shares may be fixed approximately at the following 

· percentages. : 

Member Statl!t 

Benelu;c 
Denmark 
Germany 
France 
Ireland 
Italy 
United Kingdom 

Sherry in containen holding 

two litres 
or less 

53·61 
5·05 

13·20 
0·31 
2·06 
2·11 

23·66 

more: than 
two litres 

33·46 
3·83 
2·99 

·o·o3 
. 0'78 

(}01 
58·90 

Whereas, in order to take into account import trends 
for the products concerned in the different Member 
States, each of the quota amounts should be divided 
into two tranches, the first tranche being allocated 
among the Member States and the second forming a 
reserve intended ulti/mately to cover the requirements 
of the Member States which have used up their initial 
quota shares; whereas, in orde·r to ensure a ·certain 
·degree of security to importers in each Member State, 
the first instalment of the Community quotas should 
be determined at a level wh~ch, under present circum
stances, m~y be about 90 %· of each ,..of the quota 
amounts; 

Whereas the initial quota shares of the Member States 
·may be used up at different times; whereas, in order 

-

. 

. -
--

1974 Hi7'S .,,, 
., 

-
45·5 49·5 62·5 

3·7 5·2 5·7 
12·1 12·0 13·4 
0·4 0·3 0·3 
2·8 1·3 I{) 
4·9 l-4 1·2 

30·6 30·3 1.5·8 

.25·7. 39·9 35·3 
3·2 .2·9 5·1 
2-4 2·9 3·4 
0·1 0·1 O·J 
1{) 0·7 0·9 -
o-o 0·0 O{) 

67·6 53·5 55·2 
' 

to take this fact into account and avoid any break in 
continuity, it is important that any Member State 

· having used up almost the whole of one of its initial 
quota shares should draw an additional quota' share 
from the corresponding reserve ; whereas this must be 
done ,by each. Member State as and when each of its 
additional quota shares is almost entirely used up, and 
repeated as many times as the reserve allows ; whereas 
the initial and additional quota shares must .. be avail
able for use until the end of the quota period; 
whereas this method of administratian' calls for cloSe 
cooperation between Member States and the Commis-

·. sion, which must, in particular, be able to. observe the 
extent to which the quota amounts are used and 
info~m Member States thereof ; 

• 

Whereas since the Kingdom of Belgium, the 
Kingdom of the Netherlands and the Grand Duchy of 
Luxembourg are un.ited in and represented by the 
Benelux Economic· Union any measure concerning 
the administration of the quota shares allocated to 
that economic union may be carried out by any one 
of its members, 

HAS ADOPTED THIS REGULATION: 

Article 1 
December 

1. From 1 May until 31 /- 1978, the 
Common Customs Tariff duties in respect of the sher
ries mentioned below originating in Spain shall be 
partially suspended at the levels or within the limits of 
the Community tariff q\lotas indicated for each of 
them: · 

'7 I 
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ex 22.05 ·c m a) 1 
ex 22.05 C IV a) 1 

ex 22.05 C 1II b) 1 
ex 22.0.5 C IV b) 1 , 

sherry 
sbet'ry 
sherry 
sherry 

Rac• 
(in u.aJhi} 

5'4 
S-8 

s~s 

.6-o 

. QU9tl ¥ol\lnit 
(in hll 

t 72 000 

' . 456 000 

2. The Protocol .on the definition of the c~ncept of 'originating products' and on 
methods of .administrative cooperation, annexed to the Agreement between the European 
Economic Community and Spain, shall be applicable. 

3. .The _inclusion .. of sherry_iJ!.tll!~~!llmunity tariff quotas referred to in paragraph 1 
sha~l be conditional upon production ofa"movememcerttficate A.EJan(ri~certif1cate of 
d.:l).fgnation of origin as provided for in Regulation (EEC) No 1 I 20/7 5 and endorsed ~y 
the Spanish customs au~orities. · 

The. Sherry-wines entering the geographic territory o'£ the Community , 
from. ·1 May 1978 shall in -addition, in order to benefit from these tariff 
(P,lotas, observe the reference prices applicable .to them and also pr~ces 
riot less than the free-at-frontier reference prices referred to in 
Regulation (EEC) No 2506/75 and subsequent . texts -which apply, thereto • 

Article.1 
-

1. The quotas laid down in Article 1 shall be divided into two tranches. · 

· 2. A first tranche of each quota shall be. allocated among the Member States; the 
respective shares which shall be valid until - 31 I . 1978, shall be as follows: 
· · · · --oecember 

Sherry blUing within subh~adi'nss : 

I 
ex .22.05 C 111 a) I u 22.0:.~ C Ul b) I 

Member States 
and. and 

e11 n.&J C IV 11) t u :U.O.S C IV bJ I 

.Benelux 34 740 137 520 
Denmark 3 270 15 740 

:- 8 560 / 12 290 Germany 
France ' 

200 120 
Ireland 1 330 3 210 
Italy 1 370 40 .. 

United Kingdom 15 330 242 080 ·---
Total 64 800 411 000 

-

. . 

3. The shares fixed in paragraph 2 shall be increased"by any part 
of the· shares allocated under Regulations (EEC) Nos 3012/77 and 532/78 
remaining on 30 April 1978. · 

Member States shall noti£y'the Commission not later than 
15 l\!ay 1978 of ar~y part of the shares allocated to them under 
the above-mentioned Regulations reJil?oi:!!:~g .C>:t'l 30 April 1978. 

\ " 

~ 
I 



4. .The second il;lsta.lment of aa.ch -quota, f. e .• · 7 200 and 45 660 
hectolitres respectively, shall form the corresponding reser.;e 
to which any pa-rt of the reserves set up:under Article 2 of -
Regulatfons (EEC) Nos 3012/77 and 532/78 remaining on 30 April 
1978 shall be added, irrespective of Article 5· · 

Article 3 

1. If 90 % or more of one- of the initial shares of a 
. Member State, as laid down in Article 2 (2), has been · 

· exhausted, that Member State shall proceed without 
delay, by .notifying the Commission, to draw asecond 
.share eqval to lO % of its initial share, rounded up to 
the next u.nit where appropriate, to the extenHhat the 
amount in the reserve allows. 

· 2. lf, after on~ or ·other of its initial shares have 
been e~hausted, 90 % or·. more of the second share 

. drawn by a Member State has been used, that Member 
State shall proceed in the manner specified in para· 

g'raph 1 to draw a third share cqw-.l to S % of its 
initial share, ro~nded up to th~' -'" :< .,,r where appro· 
priate. · 

3. If, after one or other of its second shares have 
been exhausted, 90 '>/o or more of the third share 
dra~m by a Member State has been used, that Member 
State shall, in accordance· with the same conditions, 
drawn · ~- fourth share equal to the , t-hird. 

This process shall be applied until the reserve IS 

exhausted. 

4. By way of derogation from paragraphs J, 2 and 
3. a Member State may proceed to draw_shares smaller 
than those fixed in those paragraphs. if there is reason to beli~ve that those shares might not be used up: · 
They .shall inform the Commission of the reasons 
which led them to apply this paragraph . 

• 

.·_1.'- -
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Article 4 

The additional . shares drawn pursuant to Article 3 
shall be valid until 31 December 1978. 

' 

Article 5 
/-November 

The Member S~s shall return to the reserve, not 
later than 1 5 I 1978, the unused portion of theJr 
initial share which, on 1 November 1978, is in 
excess .of 20 % of their initial amount. They may 
return · a larger portion if there are reasons for 
believing that such portion may not be used in full. 

'.) .· 

quota and, where apprdpriate, the proportion of ·their 
initi•l share. that is being retiirned to t~e re~erve. 

Article 6 

The Commission shall keep account of the shares 
opened by Member States in accordance with Attides 
2 and 3 and shall inform each of them of the extent 
to whkh the reserve has been used as soon as it 
receives the notifications. . 

November 
The Commission shall; not later than 20 /- 1978, 
notify Member States of the amount in the reserve 
after the return of shares pursuant t~ Article 5. 

'The Commission shall ensure that any drawing which 
·.uses up the reserve is limited to the balance available 
and, for this purpose. shall5pecify the amount thereof. 
to the _Member State which makes the ·final drawing. 

Article 7 

1. The Member States shall take all measures neces- . 
sary ·to ensure that, wl'!.en additional shares are drawn 
pursuant to Article 3, it is possible for charges to be , 
made without interruption against their accumulated 
shares of the Community quota . 

2. The Memb~r States shall ensure that importers 
of the said ~oods ·established in their territory have 
free access to the shares allocated to them. 

3. The ex.tent to which a Member State has used up 
its share shall be determined on the basis of the 
imports of the g(>ods in questio~ entered at customs 
for home use~ . 

Article ·a 

On receipt of a request from the Commission, 
Member States shall inform it of imports actually 
charged against their shares. 

• 
Article 9 

The Member States and the Commission shall coop .. 
erate ,closely in order to ensure that this Regulation is 
observed. 

The Member States shall, not later than 15 November 
1978, notify the Commission of the total imports of 

Article 10 

the products concerned e·ffected up to 1 November 
1978 inclusive, and charged against the Comm~nity 

This Regulation shall enter into force on 1 May 
1978. . 

to 
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This RegulatiOn shall be binding in its entirety and directly ,applicable in all Member 
Stiles. · 

DoJ)e at Brussels, 

- .· 

-

/ 

For the Council 

The Pre.fidcnt 

· .• ,, . . 

·, 
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