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EXPLANATORY DMORANDUM 

Council Regulation (EEC) n° 1696/71 of 26 July 1971 on the common organization 

. of the market in hops lays down in Article 5 that the Commission must recognize 
i 
1 the equivalence of attestations accompanying hops and l1op products from non-

. member countries issued by the authorities of' the country origin before 31 

1December 1978, in accordance with the Management Committee procedureo 

The experience gai.ned with the p:rooedure :for recognizing attestations issued 

by the authorities of the :first countries to h&ve requested this recognition of 

equivalence showe 1 however, that for some countries the establishment of the 

administrative systems and controls necessary to ensure that the required ra&l'

keting standards are met can take quite & long time. 

iOn the other hand, the development in the world market f'or hops shows that, in 
I 

[the more or lese long-term, new producer and exporter countries are likely to 

~ppear. It is probably not in the Communi:ty's interest to be unable to re

ognize the equivalence ot attestations f"rom these new countries, as necessary, 

er 31 December 1978. 

his is w}Q' thA ft-"":;.-z.:.sEJion is proposing that the CoUlleil remove the date limit 

:t:-·~-:-~~~-:~~.L'""·~oognition (31 December, 1978) thereby keeping ope>n the possibi

::'fliy··C):f illpOrting hops from non-.aber oOUD'triea which in the f\rture undertake 

io respect the required IIIU'keting standards. 
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PROPOSAL FOR 

COUNCIL REGULATION (EEC) 

amending Regulation .(EEC) No 1696/71 on the common 

organization of the market in hops 

THE C UNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES, 

Havin regard to the Treaty establishing the European Economic Community, and 

in pa ticular Articles 43 and 235 thereof, 

Havin regard to the proposal from the Commission, 

Havin regard to the Opinion of the European Parliament, 

Where s Council Regulation (EEC) No 1696/711, as last amended by Regulation 

CEEC) No 1170/772, provides that the equivalence to Community certif;cates of 

attes ations .. accompanying hops imported from non-member countries issued by 
'.#. 

the a thorities of the country of origin must be recognized before 31 December 1978'; 

Where s at present only a limited number of non~member countries have undertaken 

to en that the hops they export to the Community are of the required quality 

stand rds and have appointed bodies to iss'Ue attestations ; whereas the equiv

alent of such attestations to Community certificates has been recognized ; 

Where s some non-member countries apparently require.more time to set up the 

admin strative procedures and checks necessary to ensure that the required 

stand rds are met ; 

W>,ere s, moreover, the trend on the world marl<et for hops suggests that ne\'1 

produ countries will enter the market 1n the ~~latively near future ; 
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wh reas it accordingly seems advisable for the Community to keep open the pos

si ility of recognizing the equivalence of any attestations ~ccompanying 

pr ducts exported by such countries to the Community ; whereas a final date 

fo recognition of the equivalence of attestations should therefore no Longer 
be set, 

HA ADOPI'ED THIS REGULA.TI ON : 

Article 1 

Th last sentence of Article 5 ( 2} of Regulation (EEC) No 1696/71 is hereby amended 

to read as follows : 

"T e equivalence of suoh atteEta.tions shall be recognized in a.ncordance with the 

cedure provided for in Article 20." 

Article 2 

Th s Regulation shall enter into force on the third day following its publication 

in the Offi'c.ia1 Journal of the European Communities. 

·Th s Regulation shall be binding in its entirety and directly applicable in all 
• 

Me ber States. 

D e a.t For the Council 
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