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COMMUNICATION FROM THE COUSISSION TO THE CCUNC:iL

SUBJELT = Draft Council Décision concerning the conciusion of an

Agreement between the Eurcopean Economic Community and the Swiss
Cenfederation on a concerted—-action project in the fisld of

cellutar ageing.

By its Decision 82/616/EEC of 17 August 1982, the Council adopted a
sectoral research and development programme in the field of medical and
public health research - concerted-action (1982-85) which provided for the

continuation of the project on cellular ageing.

Article 7 of that Decision provides for the conclusicn of agreements between
the community and non-member states participating in Eurcpean Cooperation

in the Field of Scientific and Technical Research (COST), with a view to
their total or partial involvement in the programme.

The same provision authorizes the Commission to open negociations to this
end.

In October, the Swiss Confederation made application to participate in the

concerted-action project relating to cellular ageing.

Negociations with the Swiss Confederation have led to the drafting of the
Agreement which is annexed to the attached draft Council Decision.

This Agreement provides that :

~ the General Committee and the Concerted-Action Committee responsible for
this project shall be enlarged to include the Swiss Confederation for the

purposes of all activities arising from the project;

- the financial contribution to the costs of coordination for the period from
1 January 1983 to 31 December 1986 shall be :

- 600,000 ECU from the Community
- 56,000 £CU from the Swiss Confederation.

The Commission hereby requests the Council to adopt the attached draft
Decision.



DRAFT COUNCIL DECISION
CONCERNING THE CONCLUSION OF AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE EUROPEAN ECONOMIC COMMUNITY
AND THE SWISS CONFEDERATION ON A CONCERTED-ACTION PROJECT IN THE FIELD
OF CELLULAR AGEING

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,
Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European Economic Community,

Having regard to Council Decision 82/616/EEC of 17 August 1982 adopting
a sectoral research and development programme of the European Economic

Community in the field of medical and public health research - concerted-

action—(1982-86)1, and in particular Article 7(1) thereof,
Having regard to the draft Decision submitted by the Commission,

Whereas, pursuant to Article 7 (2) of Decision 82/616/EEC, the Commission
has negotiated an Agreement with the Swiss Confederation with a view to
associating it partly with this programme,

Whereas it is necessary to approve that Agreement,

HAS DECIDED AS FOLLOWS :

Article 1

The Agreement concluded between the European Economic Community and the
Swiss Confederation on a concerted-action project in the field of cellular

ageing is hereby approved on behalf of the Community.

The text of the Agreement is annexed to this Decision.
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Article 2

The President of the Council is hereby authorized to designate the persons

empowered to sign the Agreement in order to bind the Community.

bone at Brussels,

For the Council,
The President



DRAFT AGREEMENT
BETWEEN THE EUROPEAN ECONOMIC COMMUNITY AND THE SWISS CONFEDERATION ON
A CONCERTED-ACTION PROJECT IN THE FIELD OF CELLULAR AGEING.

The European Economic Community,

hereinafter referred to as "the Community"
and

The Swiss Confederation,

whereas an European concerted-action research project in the field of
cellular ageing is Llikely to contribute effectively to the attainment of
an optimum Llever of individual and public health;

Whereas, by its Decision of 17 August 1982, the Council of the European
Communities adopted a sectorat research and development programme in the
field of medical and public health research - concerted-action (1982-86),

which included a concerted-action project in the field of celilular ageing;

Whereas the Member States of the Community and the Swiss Confederation,
hereinafter referred to as "the States”, intend, pursuant to the rules and
procedures applicable to their national programmes, to carry out all or part
of the research described in Annex A and are prepared to integrate such
research within a framework of coordination which they consider will be of
mutual benefit;

whereas the estimated cost of the research described in annex A to be

concducted by the States amounts to 25 miltion ECU;

have agreed as follows :

Article 1

The Community and the Swiss Confederation, hereinafter referred to as
"the Contracting Parties'" shall participate during the period from

1 January 1983 to 31 December 1986 in a concerted-action project in the field
of cellular ageing.
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This project shall consist in the coordination of the Community's concerted-
action programme with that of the Swiss Confederation.

The research covered by this Agreement is described in Annex A.

The States shall remain entirely responsible for the research conducted by
their national institutes or bodies.

Article 2

The Commission of the European Communities, hereinafter referred to as

“the Commission", shall be responsible for the coordination activities.

It shall be assisted in the execution of this task by a Project Leader.

Article 3

In order to facilitate the implementation of the project, the General Committee
and the relevant Concerted-Action Committee set up by the Council Decision
of 17 August 1982 shall be enlarged to include the Swiss Confederation for the
purpose of all activities arising from the concerted-action project covered

by this Agreement.
The terms of reference of these enlarged committees are defined in Annex B.

The secretarial services for these enlarged committees shall be provided by

the Commission.

Article 4

The estimated financial contribution of the Contracting Parties to the

coordination costs for the period referred to in Article 1 shalt be

- 600,000 ECU from the Community,
- 56,000 ECU from the Swiss Confederation.

The ECU is that defined in the Financial Regulation in force applicable to the
general budget of the European Communities and in the financial provisions

adopted pursuant to that Regulation.

The rules governing the financing of the Agreement are set out in Annex C.
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The project shall be evaluated at the end of the third year.

As a result of this evaluation the Commission may, after consulting the
enlarged General Committee, submit a proposal for revision of the project

in accordance with the appropriate procedures.

Article 6

The States and the Commission shall periodically exchange all relevant
information concerning the execution of the research covered by this
Agreement. The States shall provide the Commission with all the information
necessary for coordination purposes. They shall also endeavour to provide

the Commission with information on similar research planned or carried out

by bodies which are not under their authority. Any information will be treated
as confidential if the State which supplies it so requests.

On completion of the programme, the Commission, in agreement with the
enlarged General Committee, shall send to the States a summary report

on the implementation and results of the programme, particularly so that
the results obtained may be accessible as rapidly as possible to the enter-
prises, institutions and other parties concerned, especially in the social

area.

Article 7
1. This Agreement shall enter into force on the day of its signature.

2. For a period of twelve months following its entry into force, this
Agreement shall be open for accession by other European States which took
part in the ministerial conference held in Brussels on 22 and 23 November
1971. The instruments of accession shall be deposited with the General

Secretariat of the Council of the European Communities.

A State which accedes to this Agreement shall become a Contracting Party
within the meaning of Article 1 on the date on which the instrument of
accession is deposited, and the references to "the Swiss Confederation' in
Articles3 and 8 shall be understood as references to the acceding State
also. Each acceding State shall contribute to the coordination costs

under the conditions set out in Article 4 in reference to the Swiss
Confederation.
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3. The Secretary=General of the Council of the European Communities shall
inform each of the Contracting Parties of the depositing of the instruments
of accession referred to in paragraph 2.

Article 8

This Agreement shall apply, on the one hand, to the territories in which
the Treaty establishing the European Economic Community is applied under
the conditions laid down in that Treaty, and on the other hand to the
territory of the Swiss Confederation.

Article 9

This Agreement, drawn up in a single original in the Danish, Dutch,
English, French, German, Greek and Italian languages, each text being
equally authentic, shall be deposited in the archives of the General Secre-
tariat of the Council of the European Communities, which shall transmit a
certified copy to each of the Contracting Parties.



ANNEX A

RESEARCH COVERED BY THE AGREEMENT

1-

2.

Celtlular basis of liver- and brain-ageing : biophysical and biochemical
studies at the organic, cellular and sub-cellular Level of progressive
age-related functional deterioration, including studijes of senile

dementia.

The immune system during ageing : study of age-related changes in
the immune system in animals and, to a lesser exent, in man, with
particular reference to immuno-deficiency, possible forms of treatment

and the origin of arthritic diseases.

Ageing of the crystalline lens : physiological, morphotogical and
biochemical studies of age-related functional deterioration, and origin

of senile cataracts in human and animal tissue.
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1.

II.

ANNEX B

TERMS OF REFERENCE OF THE ENLARGED COMMITTEES

The entarged General Concerted Action Committee

The General Committee shall :

- contribute to the best possible implementation of the programme by

giving its opinion on all its aspects;

- endeavour to integrate those parts of national research activities
covered by this Agreement into a process of coordination between
the Contracting Parties;

- within the programme as defined in Annex A to the Agreement, coordinate
the activities, duration, and possibly, early termination of the projects
forming the research areas of this programme, according to emerging

needs or the results of periodical evaluations;
- indicate guidelines to the enlarged Concerted-Action Committee;

— advise the Commission on allocation of funds for coordination purposes,
supporting centralized facilities, meeting urgent needs in critical
areas, and undertaking exploratory activities in a view of the prepa-

ration of future programmes.

The reports and opinions of the enlarged General Committee shall be
forwarded to the Contracting Parties. The Commission shall forward these
opinions to CREST.

Enlarged Concerted Action Committee

The Committee shall :

- assist the enlarged General Committee in its management tasks by
ensuring the scientific and technical execution of all those projects

assigned to it in accordance with its competence;
- evaluate the results and draw conclusions as regards their application;

- be responsible for the exchange of information referred to in the

first paragraph of Article 6;

- keep abreast of national research being done in the field of the projects
and, more especially of scientific and technical developments Likely to

affect their execution;

- suggest guidelines to the Project Leader.
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2. The Committee's reports and opinions shall be forwarded to the enlarged

General Committee and to the Commission.

3. The Project Leader shall attend the meetings of the Committee but shall

not have the right to vote.
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. ANNEXC

FINANCING RULES

Arncle ]

These provisians Lay down the financial rules referred 10 in
Aricle 4 of the Community-COST Conceration Agree-

mcat of 4 converted achon project in the field of cellular

ageing.- - -

Arinle hy

At the beginning of cach financial year, the Commission
shali send to the Swiss Confederation

a call for funds corresponding to its share of the annual
courdination costs under the Agreement, calculated in pro-
portn to the maximum amounts laid down in Article 4 of
the Agreement.

This contrthution shall be expressed hoth in £CU and the
currency of the particpating non memher State concerncd,
the vatue of the 1€ U bang delined in the Financial Regu-
lation apphicable to the general budget of the Europcun
Commumties and detetmined on the dute of the calt for
funds,

The total contributions shall cover the fravel and subyist-
ence conls ut the delegates to the Committee, in addition to
the coordination cosls proper.

The Swiss Confederation shali pay its unnual
contubution 10 the wordination costs under the Agtce-
meat at the heanning o cach year, and by 31 March at the
latest Any delay v the paviment of the aanual contribu-
tion shall give rise to the payment of interest by the partici-
pating nun-member State concerned at a rate equal to the
highest discount rate ruling in the Stutes oa the dus date,

The rate shall be increased by 0-25 of u percentage paint
for cach month of deluy. The increased rate shall be

applicd to the entire perind of delay. However, such

interest shall be chargeable only if payment is effected
more than three months after the issue of a call for funds
by the Commission.

Article 3

The funds paid by the Swiss-Confederatioh shall

be credited to the conceried action project as budget
receipts allocated to a heading in the statement of the
revenus of the budget of the Commission.

Article 4

The provisional timetabie for the coordination  costs
relerred to in Article 4 of the Agreement is snnexed.

Article 3

The Financial Regulation in force applicable to the general
budget of the Europran Communitics shall apply to the
management of the appropfiations.

Arinle &

At the end of each financial ycar, a statemeat of apprapria-
tions for the concerted action project shall be preparcd and
wansmitied 1o the Swiss Confederatibn':. - for
information. '
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