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President o! ~he Board of Directors, soci6tf G6nerale de Belgique 

Born 4 October 1932, Budape1t, Hungary (Belqian nationality) .. 
Married with three children. 

Doctor or Laws, LL.D 

In 1959, Mr Daviqnon joined the Belgian Ministry of Foreign 
A!fairs and was Head or the Cabinets of Ministers Spaak and 
Harmel. From'1969 he was responsible !or the Political Department 
of the Ministry until his departure in lS77 when he joined the 
Commission of the European Communities. 

During his career at the Ministry of Foreiqn Affairs, he was 
directly involved with Belgium's policies in Africa, the 
independence of Ruanda and Burundi and the solution to the Belgium 
and Za!re conflict . 

He was also a key fiqure behind the report on the future or th~ 
Atlantic Alliance (Harmel Report) and he presided the committee 
which pJ;.epar.ed the first proposals regarding the political 
cooperatio~ between EEC members (Davignon Report) 1974-75. 

Followin~ the oil crisis in 1973, Mr Daviqnon chaired the 
1

1 Internaticm:s.l Conterence. which established an oil sharing treaty. 
/ From 1974 to 1977, he was the first President of the International 

Enerqy Agency created 18 November 1974. 

Atter leavinq the civil service in 1977, Mr Davignon was appointed 
Vice President of the Commission of the European Communities, in 
charge of industry, research and enerqy up until the end of 1984. 
Durinq thia period he was active in the restructurinq of European 
industry (steel, textiles, synthetic fibres) and promoting new 
research cooperative ventures in Information Technology and 
Telecomm~nications (Esprit, Race). He negotiated on behal! of the 
EEC, key aqreements with the us, Japan and China. 

In the beginning or 1985 he joined Soci6t6 G6n6rale, Belqium'a 
leadinq hol~inq company of which he became Chairman on 11 April 
1989. 

Mr Daviqn.on is a member of the Board ot the G6n6rale de Banque, 
Compagnie Financ16re de Suez, Fiat, Solvay, Kiaainger Aaaociates 
and several SGB group companies • 

He is a member of "L• Comit6 Mon6taire pour l'Europe" headed by 
Mr Helmut Schmidt and Val6ry Giscard d'Estainq. He became 
Chairman ot the Association tor the Monetary Union ot Europe on 
30 May 1991. 
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Aa a member of the European Roundtable of Industrialists (ERT), he 
chairs the workinq qroup on Trade and Investment. 

He is a Chairman of the Paul-Henri Speak Foundation and the Royal 
Institute for International Relations • 


