






























































































































































European Economic Community, but it has been an encounter full of stimulating
debate and mutual profit for researchers from many countries outside as well as inside
the Community fold.

At the close of the Congress, then, may I express my most heartfelt hope that the
European Community, with its organizational framework and its policies gaining in
strength as time goes on, will more and more adopt a position of openness towards
other countries, and will help to bring about genuine and fruitful co-operation with
all peoples everywhere.
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Closing Address

by M. G. Colonna di Paliano
member of the Commission of the European Communities

It has become a tradition of the ECSC Congresses that a Member of the Community
Executive — formerly the High Authority, now the European Commission — should
say a few words at the close of the proceedings.

This Congress, a notable occasion in itself for the professional eminence of its rappor-
teurs, contributors and delegates and for the experience and authority of its Chairman
and Vice-Chairmen, has the further special feature that a point was made of asking
all those attending not simply to listen, but to put forward for the benefit of the rest
the fruit of their own learning and knowhow.

The lively debates in the working parties and the summings-up which we have just
heard from the Chairman and the rapporteurs make it clear that the point was taken.
The Congress can thus be seen to have setved not only as an exchange of information
at an extremely high level, but also as a springboard for new ideas and new studies
calculated to extend still furcher man’s mastery over matter, and to afford man still
greater opportunities for turning the matter at his disposal to account in line with his
particular needs in this day and age.

We were all, I feel sure, deeply moved by Dr. Campilli’s and Prof. von Weizsicker’s
opening addresses. Both speeches, delivered before this distinguished gathering of
scientists and technologists, gave pride of place to the question of what the relationship
of research and industry should be to the end purpose of humanity — that relationship
which is the sole warrant for human action, whether by scientists, researchers, industria-
lists or statesmen.

Prof. von Weizsicker closed by suggesting that scientists and researchets take an oath
of loyalty to humanity, similar to the oath which Hippocrates framed for the first
scientists in history, the medical profession. It seems to me that a like oath should be
required of every politician who is alive to the responsibilities he is assuming in
seeking to influence the course taken by a people. For while scientists and researchers
do indeed nowadays have to realize the risks which scientific and technical progress
may involve for mankind, it is for the politicians to promote the growth of a society
in which mankind can derive the benefits of this wonderful age, the second Industrial
Revolution, without having to encounter new and terrible dangers.

I think I can say that we Members of the European Commission have alteady sworn
that oath. Our work is purely for the common good, the good of the peoples of the
Community. Everything that is done at Community level on the responsibility or at
the instance of the Commission, whether concetned with research, with trade or with
the economy at large, is aimed at economic and social objectives shared by six nations
— objectives of lasting prosperity in justice, equality, freedom and peace.

We all know that for industrialized countries like those of the Community, the market
as regards most of our products is now the world.

And what do we find in this world market whete we want to sell on a basis of incteas-
ingly free competition? We find enterprises which, having expanded to national and
then to continental scale, enjoy the prerequisites for making full use of innovation as
understood today — a process whereby the lapse of time between the making of a
discovery and its industrial and commercial exploitation is shortened, as is the lapse
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of time between one discovery and another. The fact that there are enterprises in
the world which are in a position to do this poses a problem for us in the Community.
For it means that the competitive capacity of those of our enterprises which are not
in that position is liable to be undermined, and, what is worse, the aggregate competi-
tive capacity and growth potential of our countries is liable to go downhill in
consequence.

Only continental-scale enterprises, willing and able to stand up to competition in the
world market, are capable of actually influencing that market in favour of new products.
It is said — and I think it is very likely a fact — that in a few years’ time 50% of
the products on offer from American industry will be products that do not exist today.

Where will those products come from? From the research laboratories, and also
from the venturesome habit of mind of American industrialists, operating in a country
where the authorities see to it that the scope for taking decisions freely, and bearing
the responsibility for those decisions, is not unduly restricted.

And what else do we find? We find the have-nots, the peoples who, in the search
to achieve a decent future, have in many cases to start practically from scratch.
Who with any political, any human awareness could look on the spectacle of a growing
part of the human race doomed to starve indefinitely as being “in the nature of things”?

To help those countries develop, to give them what they need, the industrialized
countries will have to work, and work hatd, in line with the particular demands upon
them of their own social conscience. Now, to work to our own advantage as well as,
of course, to the advantage of those we are out to help, it will be necessary for our
six countries to become receptive to innovation: that is, to abandon all conservatism
in the management of affairs — which is a matter of mental approach — and establish
the sort of set-up that will encourage innovation — which is primarily a matter of
policymaking and the concern, very largely, of the authorities.

Independence in the pursuit of our lawful aims of economic growth, equality with
the other major developed regions of the world, devotion to the cause of bettering the
lot of the have-nots — these to my mind are the concepts which research should
morally and humanly reflect to the fulK

If 1 were asked to describe the role of this Fourth ECSC Congress in the context of
European policy, I would say, first, that it beats witness to the Commission’s resolve
to recognize that science is world-wide.

I would say, further, that with the customs union now completed, we have to work
towards economic union, as the only thing that can turn Europe into an organized
society with a continental-scale economic policy.

To do this we shall have to push ahead vigorously on many fronts, such as fiscal policy
— so diverse today that conditions of competition cannot but suffer — or a monetary
co-operation which would demonstrate that the Six have adopted common economic
and social objectives without limit of time.

But at the same time we shall have to make a really big push in research and technology
to bring Europe abreast of the other main economic areas of the wotld. For this
reason, indeed, the Commission has assigned to tesearch and development a key role
in the building of Europe, and accordingly is looking forward to establishing this
common legal, fiscal, financial and institutional framework so essential to ensure that
research results are quickly absorbed and applied in industry.
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The Commission’s own facilities for launching a European research programme atre
limited. But we do not consider this an insuperable obstacle, nor even grounds for
discouragement, since in technological progress the determining factors are the mental
approach of industrialists and close co-operation between them and the Governments,
the Community playing a dérect part only in exceptional cases.

The Congress just over has produced ideas and suggestions for the attention not only
of the authorities but rather more, probably, of research and industrial circles. In
addition, having expressly focused on progress — stressing the need to line up technical
regulations, drawing up guidelines for further research — it has made a particulatly
valuable contribution thereto. And we should note that that contribution was the
outcome of co-operation among different branches of science, different countries, and
different continents.

Action ought to follow, with respect both to actual research and to industrial
organization.

The Commission, as the High Authority’s legatee, takes pride in having carried through
the holding of this Congress, the arranging of which was begun by the High Authority
before the merger.

‘On behalf of the Commission, I should like, as President Rey has already done, to
thank all those who have had a part in the organization and the success of the occasion.
A special word of appreciation must go to the staff members responsible, and also to
the City of Luxembourg, which has once again shown a true sense of its position as a
European capital, and a warmth and courtesy which will long remain in the memories
of all who wete at the Congtess.

I would say also that the Commission will make and maintain all such contacts as may
be found necessary for the purpose, first and foremost, of lining up the various
economic and legal infrastructures and so promoting the forward movement of research,
but also of making industrty more receptive to scientific and technological progress
and quicker in applying the findings operationally. It has duly noted the suggestions
offered in the summings-up, and the criticisms also.

Firmly believing as I do that occasions like this Congress, when held at the requisite
professional level and with specific, carefully-chosen aims, are for a host of reasons.
thoroughly in line with the great overriding aim of the Community — to cast aside
the ancient and fatal error of engaging in national quarrels and work instead for
active world-wide co-operation — I, ﬁ)r my part, consider not only that practical steps
must be taken to follow wp the Fourth Comgress, but also that this Fourth Congress
must not be the last joint Steel Congress.
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