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Graham Avery is Chief Adviser in the European Commission's Directorate General for
Enlargement where he is responsible for strategic questions and the communication strategy for
enlargement.

He has contributed to successive phases of the EU’s enlargement, including the negotiations in
1993-94 which led to the accession of Austria, Sweden and Finland (he was the Commission’s
negotiator with Austria), and the preparation in 1997 of the Commission’s Opinions on the ten
applicant countries of Central and Eastern Europe. He is co-author of the book “The
Enlargement of the European Union” (Graham Avery and Fraser Cameron, Sheffield Academic
Press, 1998).

Born in Wales in 1943, Mr. Avery was educated in England at Kingswood School, Bath, and
Balliol College, Oxford University; at Harvard University, USA, he was a Fellow of the Center
for International Affairs. In the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food in London he took
part in the British negotiations for accession to the EC, and was private secretary to successive
Ministers. Since joining the European Commission in Brussels in 1973 he has been a member of
the cabinets of the President (Roy Jenkins) and other Members of the Commission
(Christopher Soames, Finn Gundelach, Poul Dalsager, Frans Andriessen) and has held posts in
the fields of agriculture, foreign affairs, and as Inspector General of the Commission.
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