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FRANS ANDRIESSEN 
Vice-Preaident of the Commission 

1 s. 9 3 5 

Born in Utrecht on April 2, 1929. Married, with four children. 

Obtained doctorate in law at the State University of Utrecht in 
1951. 

From 1954 to 1972, held several positions at the Katholiek lnstitul 
voor Volkshuisvesting (Catholic Institute for Public Housing), at the 
end as director. 

Member of the Utrecht States Provincial from 1958 to 1967. and 
Member of the Second Chamber of the States-General (specializing at 
first in matters relating to public housing) from 1967 to 1977. 

President of the KVP group of the Second Chamber from 1971 to 
1977, and Minister of Finance in 1977 to 1979. 

Member of the First Chamber of the States-General (Senate) 
(1980). 

Knight of the Netherlands Order of the Lion and officer of the 
Order of Orange-Nassau. 

Appointed Member of the Commission of the European Communi­
ties for the period January 6, 1981, to January 5, 1983. Reappointed as 
Member of the Commission for the period January 6, 1983, to January 5, 
1985. Appointed Vice-President of the Commission for the period Jan­
uary 6, 1985, to January 5, 1989. 
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OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES 

Press and Public Affairs 

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE 

FRANS ANDRIESSEN, VICE PRESIDENT OF THE COMMISSION OF 
THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES RESPONSIBLE 
FOR EXTERNAL RELATIONS AND TRADE POLICY 

Frans Andriessen, a former Minister of Finance of the 
Netherlands, joined the E.C. Commission, the executive body of 
the European Community, in 1981. 

Born in 1929 in the Netherlands, Vice-President Andriessen 
holds a Doctorate of Law from the State University of Utrecht. 
He joined the Catholic Housing Institute in 1954 and remained with 
the organization until 1972, most recently as its Director. 

A member of the Catholic People•s Party (which has now 
become part of the Christian Democratic Party of the Netherlands),' 
Andriessen served as a member of the Utrecht Provincial States, 
one of the Netherlands• eleven provincial legislatures, from 1958 
to 1967. In 1967, he was elected to the Lower House of the 
States General, the national parliament of the Netherlands. 
Vice-President Andriessen was a member of the lower House for 
ten years. From 1971 to 1977 he was also Chainman of the 
Catholic People•s Party in the Lower.House. 

In 1977, Andriessen entered the Netherlands Government as 
Minister of Finance under Prime Minister Andreas van Agt and 
served until 1979. In 1980, he returned to the Netherlands 
parliament as a member of the Upper House of the States General. 
From 1981 to January 1985, Vice-President Andriessen was the 
European Community Commissioner responsible for enforcement of 
the Community•s antitrust policies and for the Cornmission•s relations 
with the European Par.liament. He became Vice-President responsible 
for agriculture and fisheries in January 1985, then for external 
relations and trade policy as well as for cooperation with other 
European countries in January 1989. 
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Frans H.J.J. ANDRIESSEN 

Frans Andrleosen, born In Utr~cht <Hoi land), Apr! 1 2 1929, qual If led 
as a lawyer at the local University. For nearly twenty years he 
sorved with the Catholle Housing Institute, latterly as Director. 

Before he was thirty, he was Invited to enter Dutch pub I lc I Ire and 

terved for ten years as a Member of the Provincial Statos (Regional 
Assembly) of Utrecht before moving on to the National Pari l~ment. 
Within four years, he became the parliamentary leader of the Christian 
Democratic Party In the Lower House. In 1977 he became Minister or 
Finance of the Netherlands. In 1980, after resigning from this poet 

Cover a question or principle), he became a Member of the Upper Hous~ 
of the Statos-Gonerat. 

In 1981 ho bocame a Member of the Com.'nloston of the European 

Communities. For hie first four yoar term, he was made responalbl& 
for Competition Polley and Relatlono with the Europeftn Part iament . 
For his eecond four yoar term, ~e became VIce-President of the 

Cornml ss Jon of tho Euro!'ean Commr~n It 1 es and took over respons I bIll ty 
for Agriculture. Tho laet four yearo havo seen far-reaching 

adjustrn1mt$ to the Common Agricultural Polley u a result of thl! maJor 

POlley debate which ha lnltlntect In 1985 with the publication of the 

Grean PaDer. Ho has been reappointed to the Commission for a further 
third term. 

Frans Andrleseen Is married and has four children, who are now adult 

and have left.home to make their own lives. His wife cath~rlna has 

used the frequent absences of her husband In the last rew years to 

pursue her studios and acquire a~ Honours degree In Archeology and the 
Fine Arto . 


