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EXPLANATORY NOI'E 

By virtue of COuncil Regulation (EEC) No/ 3308 80 of 16 December 1980 

the COmmunity will henceforth be using the European currency unit instead of 

the European Unit of Account. This necessitates changes· in Article 8 of 

Protocol No. 3 to each of the EEC-EFI'A Agreements where there are references 

to European Units of Account. 

Altholl(Jh the European Unit of Account of 1 October 1980 (the reference date 

_provided for the period 1 May 1981 to 31 April 1983 by the EEC-EFTA Joint 

Oornmi ttee Decision 1/78 wbich introduced the European Unit of Account into . . 
the Protocols No. 3 in replacement of the.unit of account)is exactly the same 

as the European currency unit of the same date, the change of reference date 

from 1 July 1978 to 1 October 1980 necessitates an adjustment to the amounts 

expressed in ECU so as not to reduce the actual currency limits in force in 

any one country concerned. 

The limits which are at present expressed in EUAconcern only the kind of 

documentation required to establish a right to obtain preference and thus 

have no economic effects • 
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DRAF"l' 

JOINT COMMI'ITEE DECISION 

further amtmding i\t"ticle 8 of Protocol No. 3 concerning the definition of 

the concept of "orj_ginating products" and methods of administrative cooper-

~_!ior!_ __________ ~-------~~~~---~-"' ·.7 ~--~-~------------------

THE JOINI' CO.MHI'ITEE, 

Havinq regard to the Agreement betv.Jeen the European Economic Community and 

/-1_/ signed in Brussels on L-2_j 

Having regard to Protocol No. 3 cor..cerning the definition of the concept 

of "o:ciginating products" and methods of administrative cooperation, herein-

after referred to as "Protocol No. 3", and in particular Article 28 th2reof, 

\\lhereas the Community has repln.ced the Europe.. ;,n Unit of Account by the 

European currency unit (ECU) as from l Jan11ary 1981; 

Knereas it is. therefore appropriate to stlbstitute the term ECU for the 

term European Unit of 1'cc01.mt j_n Protoco.l No. 3; 

h'hereas the equivalents of t..he ECU in some national currencies as of 

1 Cctober 1980 are reduced in comparison to their equivalents as of 

30 J1..me 1978; whereas this fact, as a :cesult of the automatic change of 

base date provided for in Decision No. 1/78, \..c>uld leaq, in terms 

of the national currencies concerned, to a diminution of the effective 

limits laid down in that Decision for simplified documentary requirements; 

whereas in order to avoid this, it is necessary to raise the limits 
0 . 

expressed in ECU provided for in that Decision; 

HAS DECIDED AS FOLLOWS 

Article 1 

Article 8 of Protocol No. 3 as amended by Joint Committee Decision No. 1/78 

is hereb:t amended by replacing in ,: 

. . . / ... 

,_ 

• 



• 

~-
paragraph l(b) the expression "2 400 European Units of Account" by 

"2 750 ECU"; 

paragraph 2 the expression "165 European Units of Account" by 

"190 ECU" as ~11 as the expression "480 European Units of Account" 

by "550 ECU"; 

paragraphs 3 and 4 the expression "European Unit of Account" by 

the w:>rd "ECU" in all cases. 

Article 2 

·This Decision shall,enter into force on 1 May 1981. 

Done at Brusselst For the Joint Committee 

The Chairman 

'lhe Republic of Austria, the Republic of Finland, the Republic of 
Iceland, the Kingdom of Norway, the Republic of Portugal, the 
Kingdom of Sweden, the Swiss Confederation. 

Austria - 22 July 1972, Finland - 5 O::tober 1973, Iceland -
22 July 1972, Norway - 14 ~ay 1973, Portugal - 22 July 1972, 
S~den - 22 July 1972, Switzerland - 22 July 1972. 
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Pro:po.:;<',l f()"' "
COUNCIL R,SGL.lJ_,F,TI0N (EEC) 

on the application of Ded.sj_on No, of the EEC 

Cornmi ttee further amending Artich:! 8 ·of P.rotocol t'-Jo. 3 cor.cerning the 

definition of the concept of "originatin'} products" and methods of 

ac'l..ministrative coooeration 
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TI-ffi COliNCIL OF THE EUROPEAl\l Cm1f.HJNI1'IBS ~ 

Having reqard to the Trea·ty establishin;.r the E'uropean Economic Community, 

and in particular Article 113 thereof, 

Having regard to the proposal from the Cormnission, 

Lhcreas the Agreement between the European Eco:Dmic Community c'.I1d 

(1) was signed on /-5 J and enter-~-d into force on 

/
-·, -; 

- '"'_/ 

v:hereas by virtue of Article 28 of Protocol r,·o. 3 concerning the definition 

of the concept of "oriqinating products" cmd methods of adrJ..inist.rative 

cooperationr >vhich forms an integral part of the said Jl.gree;nent, the 

EEC- !_-3_/ Joint Committee has adopted Decision Noe 

amending Article 8 of that Protocol, 

h'hereas it is necessary to apply that Decision in the CommW1ity, 

HAS ADOPTED THIS REGULATION 

(1) Switzerland - OJ No L 300 of 31.12.1972, p. 189 
Sweden- OJ No L 300 of-31.12.1972, p.97 
Austria - OJ No L 300 of 31.12.1972, p. 2 
Finland - OJ No L 328 of 28.11.1973, p.2 
Iceland - OJ No L 301 of 31.12.1972, p.2 
Portugal - OJ No L 301 of 31.12.1972, p.l65 
Norway- OJ No L 171 of 27.6.1973, p.2 

further 
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Article 1 

Decision l'b. 

the Community • 

of the EEC- L-3_/ Joint Committee shal1 apply in 

The text of the Decision is annexed to this Regulation. 

, Article 2 

This Regulation shall enter into force-on the third day foll.oviing its pubL·ication 

in the Official Journal of the European Con'imunities. 

This Regulation shall be bindirq in its ei'1tirety and directly applicable in 

all Me~ber States. 

DOne at Brussels, For the C01.mcil 

The President 
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(3) Austria, Finland, Iceland, l'Jorway, Portugal, SwE:den, Switzerland. 

( 4) 'Ihe Republic of Austria, the Republic of Finland, the Republic of 
Iceland, the Kingdom of Norway, the R2pu.blic of Portugal, the Kingdom 
of Sweden, the Swiss COnfederation. -

( 5) Austria - 22 Julx 1972, Finland - 5 O::tober 1973, Iceland - 22 July 1972, 
:Norway - 14 May 1973, Portugal - 22 ,July 1972, Sweden - 22 July '1972, 
Switzerland - 22 July 1972. 

( 6) Austria - 1st January 1973, Finland - 1st January 1974, Iceland - 1st April 
1973, Norway - 1st July 1973, Portugal - 1st January 1973, SwedEm -
1st January 1973, Switzerlan~- 1st January 1973. 
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