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Explanatory metorancum

The "dry" preparotion of poultry is impossible in modern sloughberhouses and the
use of water at thc various stages of trectment (plucking, evisceration and
cooling) means inevitably that some water penetrates the tissues and cavities of

the carcases,

In order to improve the quality of foodstuffs and to prevent distertions of compe-~
tition within the BEuropean Economic Community, it is necesscry to fix the maximum
guontities of extroncous weter which moy e absorbed by chilled and frozen pouliry

carcases during prenaration.

The scientific and tochnical documentation on the water content of frozen and deep~

frozen poultry carcases provides the following information:

l. The deepfreezing, freesing and storage of corceses result in the dehydration of
the product, which is detrimental tv its organoleptic qualitiecs. The introduction
of water during preparation of the poultry thus constitules an imorovement in the
quality of the product, provided that the quantity added is not excessive. The
desined result is obtained by +th: aldition of a quentity of water representing
6 - 8 % of the weight of the corcuses

2« Poultry carceses normally contoin & large proportion of physiological liquid
largely composecd of water. The proportion of this water to the weizht of
carcose is not constont but varies largely aocording to the queniity of fat
which thé carcasc containg, Furthermore, it is impossible to make a chemiczl
distinction betweon this physisicgical liquid and the extrancous water added

inientionally or otherwise during preparation.

These considerations made it necessory to carry out a study, in which research
laboratories of all the Member Stctes participated. The conclusions of this worl-
may be summarized os followss
(=) Daboratory experiments hove shown that about 60 4 of the
wuer infroduced inte tho careasc ot the time of prcparation
ic expelled at the moment of determining the water conbvent by
the drip method. This percentage includes a quantity of
physiological liquid.
-
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(b) The quantity of physiological water contained in the
eviscerated carcases of fowls treated "dry™, with or
without offal, frozen or deevfrogzenm, is consitant in relation
to the quantity of proteins of which the carcase is composed,

(¢) In the eviscerated carcases of fowls treated according to
present trade practices, the constant ratios indicated
above are altered, and the difference thus ascertained permits
the determination of the average quantity of extraneous water
absorbed by the carcases during preparation.

It is therefore possible to determine with accuracy whether the
guantity of foreign water absorbed by the carcase during preparation
exceeds the limit fixed by the Council. The Commission proposes
that the Council should adopt the annexed modified proposal which

is based on the results of research conducted by laboratories of

the Member States. This modified proposition adapts the draft
regulation put before the Council on 4 February 1974, These rules
could be applied, separately from the marketing standards, from

the 1 May 1976,
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Draft

Amenced proposcl for o Council Reguletion
loying down common stondards for the water
content of frozen and deepfrozen fowl car-

cases

(submitted in accordance with the second paragreph of Lrticle 149

of the EFC Treaty)

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPELN COMMUNITIHS,
Heving regarc to tho Treaty estatlishing the Europecn lconomic Communitys

Heving regorc to Council Reguletion (mmC) #o 2777/75 (l)gf 1 Wovember 1975 on the

commen organizotion of the market in poultrymeat, we lost cmended on .. ..

1
(o

in particular Article 2 (2 Wthereofs
Hoving repard to the proposcl from the Commission

Yhereas the marketing standerds provided for in Lrticle 2 {2)of Regulation
=Y do 2771/1 5 ' N S N i

. rust be cined 2t improving the cuclity of products and hence promotc
scles; whereas, ponding the adoption of more comprchonsive Community rules in the

matter, the moximum extraneous woter content of frozmern and deenfroscn whole

Teridls ghould be defined, since nost of the produc'z’:& marteted in

D EAR

vhich water content in a sigpificant faocvor would tThus be covered;

Yhereas & method of repid detectlon should be established for control purposes,
together with o reliable method for the precise determination of the content of
water odded Curing the preparction of the carcoses; whereas no distinction should
be mole between physiologicel liguid end extrancous woter from carcose prepoaration,

since such o distinction would present practicsl difficulticss

(?) 0J No L 282, 1.11.1975, p. 77 y



Whereas..it is for each Member State to Cesignate the agency or cgencies

responsible for control and to wroperibs the pennliice for infrin cnenis;

Whereas provision should be mede for the adoption of common iules in this
metter, nolably with o view to ensuring that marketing stendards are uniformly

applieds

Whereas the provisions of this Regulation in no way prejudice Community
provisions adopted with a view to harmonizing veterinary and foodstuffs
legislation and to protecting human and enimel heolth and preventing adulte-

ration and fraud;
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HAD ADOPTED THIS REGULATION

Ls

2

srticle 1

- PFrozen or deepfrozen fowls may be marketed by way of trade

within the Community only if their extraneous water content
absorbed during preparation is not more than 8 % of the weight
of the carcase,

The term "marketing” comprises every kind of marketing, including
in particular possession with a view to selling, putting up for
sale, sale, delivery and importation,

Article 2

Controls may be effected in respect of any quantity of fowls of
not less than 1 000 kg in storage prior to or during marketing,
and also upon importation from third countries.

The quantity to be controlled shall be devided into lots of
from 1 000 kg to 5 000 kg, A sample of‘twelve carcases selected
at roandom shall be taken from each lot.

The control may cover all or part of the lot made up from the
total guantity in storage.

Article 3

The carcases selected shall be given an identification mark
showing the lot from which they were bbtained and shall be
digpatched for analysis in the manner appropriate to the state
in which they have been put up for sale,.

The extraneous water content shall be determined by the rapid
detection method laid down in Annex I.

If the 1limi+t laid down in paragraph 12 of Annex I is exceeded,
an anlysis shall be made by the metiod laid down in Annex II. 5/

However, if there are grounds for supposing that use was made
during preparation of absorbent substances which cause extraneous

water to be retained in the carcase, determination of the water
content need not be by the rapid detection method.

of +
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3¢ If the result of the analysis revezls an extraneous water content of
more than 8 % of the %otal weight of the corcases examined from one lot,
the holder may request thet & comnferannlysis be nade,

In whay event, the sample of cax-cases;_shall be taken from the lot in
question in accordance with the foregoing provisions.

4, I vndor Artiele 6 (b) one ¢~ more alternative methods of
analysis are accepted, the counteranalysis shall be effected
by o method other than that used for the first analysis.

Artiole 4
1, If the result of the control revesls that a lot has an extraneous water

content of more than 8 % of the weight of the carcases, the lot in question
mey not be marketed in its existing state. |

2. The coats of control, and in 'pa.rtioular of the aha;lysea, shell be borme
by the holder of the lot only if the control results -in marketing being
prohibited in accordance with paragraph l. |

3. Member States shall take all steps necessary to penalize infringements of
the provisions of thie Regulation,

Article 5

Momber States and the Commission sha.ll conduct rogular exoha.nges of mws
ooncerning the operation of this Regulation, in pwbicular under the procedure
provided for in Article 18 of Regulation (Eme) Wo. 2777/75.

If & lot from a Membor State cannot be marketed following control carried out
in another Member State, the laxvter shall irmedintely go inform the first
ember State.

srifela s (mc) %o 2177/15,
In accordance with the procedure leid down in Article 17 of Regulation
(2) technical adjustments may be made to the Annexes o take account of progress
made in methods of dstection and smalysis;

ofs



(b) one or more methods of analysis alternative to those laid
down in Annex II may be &accepted, provided that they offer
equivalent guarantees,

(c¢) implementing provisions for this Regulation may be adopted.
Article 7

This Regulation shall enter into force on 1 May 1976,

This Regulation shall be binding in its entirety and directly

applicable in all Member States.,

For the Council
The President
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ANNEX I

Drip technique

~ Rapid detection method -

Hipe the outside of the individual pack end weigh the bird in the pack.
Remove the Dbird from the pack and weigh the pack.
Esteblish the basic weight, which is the difference between weights 1 and 2.

Place the bird in o dry, waterpvcof nlestic bag in such 2 woy that the ab-

dominal cavity is townrds the cicsed end of the bag.

Plunge the hag into a bagin of water ot o temperature of hetween 40 and
450 C. Hold it in such o way that the knot closing the bag =llows no air
to escapc, taking core to ensure that weter from the bosin does not enter

the bag and that the siles of the bhag lie against the bird.

The thawing time should be as follows, according to the size of the carcase:

800 ¢ 65t

900 g 72!
1 000 g 78
1100 g ~ 851
1200 g 91!
1300 ¢ 98!
1 400 g 105"

and thercafter increases of T! per 100 g.

Empty the basin. Pierce the bottom of the bag to sllow waier produced by

thawing to escape.
Allow the bird to drain for one hour.

Remove the bird from the beg and dry the carcase dinsidec and out .with filter
paper,
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10, Weigh the bird to obtcin the final weight.

11, Express the difference between the finel weight and the basic weight as a

percentage of the basic weight.

12. If that percentoge exceels 5.6,%, the carcnses selected should be analysed
by one of the methods laid dowm in Annex II. If the percentage is 5.6 9% or
lers, the lot in guestion shal! Le consicdered as complying with the limits

set,

Notess

4s Where edible offal is included with the bird in the individuol pock, the
weight of such offal is added fo the fin~l weight of the curcose following

thawing, evacuation of woter and drying with filter peper.
B, The bog must meet thoe following specifications:

-~ thickness: 0.05 mm
-~ height: for birds of o het weight of 1 250 g or less:

31. cmy cireumference: 34 cm

for birds of a net weight of mors than 1 250 g3

40 em; circumference: 44 o

Ce If the bird is not in an individuol pock, the test must establish that the
basgic weight corresponds to the weight of the bird.
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LENEX II

Methols of analysis

The water content of cocks snd hens or chickens moy be cnelysed by the following
‘methods g ‘

"Mecsurement of the water and proteins contained in whole carcases,”

I. Mecsurement of the water and proteins conteined in whole carcases

In this methoc, the whole carcase, os put up for sale (frozen or deepfrozen),

is crushed,

(2) Determinction of moisture

This enelysis is conducted in accordance with International Standard
180 1442 - 1973 (1),

The percentege of moisture obteined by this method is multiplied by the
mass of each carcase from which the anelysec somplos were teken and the
rosult obtoined expresses in groms the quentity of water contained in

sach corense,

(b) Determinction of proteins

The detormination of proteine is effected by measuring the nitrogen as
laid down in ISO Recommendstion R 937/1969 (1).

The percentage of protein obtained by this method is multiplied by the
mass of each carcase from which the analysed semples were teken and the
recult obtained expresses in grams the quantity of proteins contained in

eoch carcose,

Conclusion to be drown

If, for-all tho carczses anclysed, the weight of water exceeds the following

values:

(1) In the version existing at entoring into force of this regulation.

0
/)
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or 15 o

-~ in respect of chickens: y 3,82 x+ 47,69 (&)

#

- in respect of hens anc
cockss: ¥ o=3,78 x+ 4,62 (2)

the lot of carcases controlled contains more than 8 % of extrcneous wnter

and does not comply with the standerds leid down in this Regulation. If the
lot of carcases contzing less than 8 %, it shall be considered as complying
with the standards laid down in this Regulation.

325 y = weight of water in groms

x = weight of proteins in grams.
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