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DECLARATION OF THE EUROPEAN COUNCIL
ON THE MIDOLE EAST

. The Heads of State and Government and the Ministers of Foreign
Affairs held a comprehensive exchange of views on all aspects of
the present situation in the Middle East, including the state of
negotiations resulting from the agreements signed between Egypt
and Israel in March 1979. They agreed that growing tensions
affecting this region constitute a serious danger and render a

comprehensive solution to the Israeli-Arab conflict more necessary

and pressing than ever.

. The nine Member States of the European Community consider that the
traditional ties and common interests which link Europe to the Middle
East oblige them to play a special role and now require them to work

in a more concrete way towards peace.

. In this regard, the nine countries of the Community base themselves

on Sacurity Council Resolutions 242 and 338 and the positions which
they have expressed on several occasions, notably in their Declarations
of 29 June 1977, 19 September 1978, 26 March and 18 June 1979, as

well as in the speech made on their behalf on 25 September 1979 by

the Irish Minister of Foreign Affairs at the 34th United Nations

General Assembly.



7. Particular attention was devoted to the worsening
jnternational energy crisis. The decisions of the Cpuncil of
Ministers (Energy) on 13 May and 9 June %o reduce the ratio
between the growth of GNP and increased energy congumption and
the share of 0il .in the Community's energy budget/were noted
with satisfaction. The keenes? concern'was expressed at the
~urther pressures for a price increase brought/to bear
:n Algiers; it was pointed out that no obaectlve grounds
existed for increasing the price of crude at the present time.

stitutes an obvious
effects upon the

The repetition of such increases ¢
thveat to international stability. I
phenomenon of inflation and consequedtly upon economic
expansion, investment, employment #£nd the balance of payments
gmve rise to intolerable burdens/for the industrialized regions
and even more SO for the emergzgnt countries, the latter being

contronted wzth truly insoluple problems of readjustment which
can clearly nqt be resolved by recycling alone.

e crisis which will be highlighted at
ic Summit, must be given their full

These aspects of
the forthcoming Econ

¥ty remains willing to enter into a dialogue
_ with all the gountries concerned. It regrets, however, that

difficult /o achieve.
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the status of Jerusalem and that any agreement on the city's status

should guarantee- freedom of access- for everyone to- the Holy Places.

The Nine stress the need for Israel to put an end to the territorial
occupation which it has maintained since the conflict of 1967, as it

has done for part of Sinai. They are deeply convinced that the Israeli
settlements constitute a serious obstacle to the peace process in the
Middle East. The Nine consider that these settlements, as well as
modifications in population and property in the occupied Arab territories,

are illegal under international law.

Concerned as they are to put an end to violence, the Nine consider that
only the renunciation of force or the threatenéd use of force by all

the parties can create a climate of confidence in the area, and constitute

~ a basic element for a comprehensive settlement of the conflict in the

Middle East.

The Nine have decided to make the necessary contacts with all the parties
concerned. The objective of these contacts Qould.bé to ascertain the
position of the various parties with respect to the principles set out in
this declaration and in the 1ight of the results of th1s consultation
process to determine the form which such an 1n1t1at1ve on their part

could take.
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On the bases thus set out, the time has come to promote the recognition
and implementation of the two principles universally accepted by the |
international community: . the right. to existence and ta security of .. ____
all the States in the region, including Israel, and justice for

all the poeples, which implies the recognition of the legitimate rights

of the Palestinian people.

A1l of the countries in the area are entitled to live in peace within
secure, recognized and guaranteed borders. The necessary guarantees

for a peace settlement should be provided by the UN by a decision of

the Security Council and, if necessary, on the basis of other mutually
agreed procedures. The Nine declare that they are prepared to participate
within the framework of a comprehensive settlement in a system of concrete

and binding international guarantees, including (guarantees) on the ground.

A just solution must finally be found to the Palestinian problem, which

is not simply one of refugées. The Palestinian peop]é, which is conscidus
of existing as such, must be placed in a position, by an appropriate process
defined within the framework of the compreheﬁsive peace settlement, to

exercise fully jits right to self-determination.

The achievement of these object?ves requires the involvement and support
of all the parties concefned in the peace settlement which the Nine are
endeavouring to promote in keeping with the principles formulated in the
declaration referred to above. These principles apply to all the partiese
concerned, and thus the Palestinian people, and to the PLO, which will.

have to be associated with the negotiations..

The Nine recognize the special importance of the role played by the

question of Jerusalem for all the parties concerned. The Nine stress

A

that they will not accept any unilateral initiative designed to changg."'



