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Exglanatarg Memorandum

In rocont years, sel Fishing in soxitain Community fishing arsas wag
forbidden or made imposeible owing to pollution of the waters., Efforto
wore made to increase production in othar areas in osrder to compensaie

at loact for the losses.of the quantiiies available, Doopite these
efforts, it was observed that Community production was still insufficient
1o supply the demands of the Member States? fish processing irdustries.

This situvation prompted the Council = om a proposal from the Commission o=
to open frem 1971 a duty-free Community tariff gquets for certain fresh
ecls (dead or alive), ohilled or frozen, Falling within subheading

ex 03,01 A II of the Common Qustome Tariff.

Thereafter, the situation on the merkeis of the sector in queetion

did not appreciably improve,

The situation of the eel market was reexamined at a meeting

of the Working Party on Economic Tarift Problems held on
28 February 1979.
At that meeting it emerged that the supply situation had not undergone

any change and consequently it seemed advisable to envisage a prorogation
of the tariff measures actually in force by opening of an annual tariff

quota for the period from 1 July 1979 to 20 June 1980,

IUGIB\GO



The volume of this tariff quota could be fixed at 6 700 tonnes
Llargely corresponding

to the stated requirements of the Member States for imports
from third countries. Any subsequent requirements could be
covered by a decision to increase the quota volume following
a reexamination of the situation.

As regards the subdivision of the above=mentioned volume
of 6 700 tonnes, @ first tranche ¢f 5 392 tonnes

is allocated among the Member States in preportion to
requirements. The balance of 1 308 tonnes will
constitute the Community reserve.

This 4s the objective of the attached dpaft



Draft

COUNCIL REGULATION (EEC)

ot» the opening, allocation and administration of a Community tariff quota for
certain ecls falling within subheading ex 03.01 A U of the Common Customs Tariff
(1 July 1979 = 30 June 19 80)

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the
Europcan Economic Community, and in particuler
Article 28chereof,

Having regard to the draft Regulation submitied by
the Commission,

Whereas eel fishing has been prohibited or has
become impossible in certain Community production
centres; whereas this has led to a drop in Community
production of e¢cls in general and particularly of
fresh cels (live or dead), chilled or frozen, falling
within subhcading ¢x 03.01 A 1l of the Common
Customs Tariff, intended for curing or skinning or
for use in the industrial manuvfacture of products
falling within  heading No  16.04; wihcreas the
processing industries in the Community conscquently
depend to a large oxtent on impons for their supplies
of ccis: whereas from t July 19710 20 June
1980 the application of the asutonomous Common
Customs Tariff duty shouid thercfore be suspended
totzlly on imports of the relevant preducts up to
an appropriate quantitative limit; whereas the
introduction of a Community measure
of this nature appears unkikely to
harm Community production;

Whereas curtent demand not mer by Community
production, which must therefore be met by imports,
can be estimuted a6 700 tonnes
for the period July
to 30 June 1980 : whereas a
tariff quota for the relewvant
types of eel should therefore
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be opened for this pericd under

the conditions set out above;
whereas the fixing of the
at this level does not,
however ,preclude 4ts rzadjust~
ment during the quots periodg

quota

Whereas it is in particular necessary to ensure to all
importers  in the Mcember  States cqual  and
uninterrupted access to the abovementioned quota
and uninterrupied application of the rate laid down
for that quota 1o all imports of the products
concerned into all Member States until the quora
has been used up; whereas, in the light of these
principles, the Community nature of the quota can
be respected by allocating the tariff quota among
the Momber States listed below; whereas statistics
available for these products do not give a clear
picture of the matket sitvation for them; whercas,
therefore, it is not possible 1o allocate the quota
among the Mcmber States on the basis of import
trends for the relevant products over the past few
years; whereas, however, according to the estimares
put forward by the Member States, initial shares
may be fixed at the quanrities set out in Article 2;

Whereas, in order to take into account import trends
for the products concerned, the quota amount
should be divided into two tranches, the first
iranche being allocated, and the second forming 2
reserve  intended  subsequently 1o cover  the
tequircments of the Member States which have used
up theie initial shares; whereas, in order to ensure
a certain degree of sccurity for importers, the first
tranche of the Community tariff quota shouvid be
fixed at a lovel which, under present circumsiances,
may be approximacely 80% of the quota amouns;

Vhereas the ininial shares may be used vp at different
raiesy whereas, in order to wake this fact fnto avcount
and 1o avoid any break in centinuny, any Member
Srate which has almoest used up i1s toral inial share
should draw- zn additional share from the reserve:
whereas this piust be done by cach Member State as
and when cach of ks additional shares is almost
enticely wsed up, and repeated as many tines as the
reserve atlows: whereas the initial additional shares
muse be valid uniil the end of the quota period;
whereas this method of adwiinisteation requires close
cooperation  between  Member  Srates  and  che



Camnissinn, which must be able to keop account
of the extent to which the quota amount has been
uscd up and to inform the Member  States

accordingly;

Whereas, if at a given date in the quota period 2
considerable balance remains in onc or other Mcmber
State, it is essenrial, to prcvent a  part of the
Comniunity tariff quota from remaining unused in
one Member State while it could be used in others,
that that Member State should return a significant
proportion thereof to the reserve;

Whercas, since the Kingdom of Belgium, the Kingdom
of the Netherlands and the Grand Duchy of
Luxcmbourg are united within and jointly
represented by the Benclux Economic Union, any
fmeasure concerning the administration of the shares
allocated to that economic union msy be carried out
by any one of its members,

HAS ADOPTED THIS REGULATION:

Article
197 9
1. During the period 1 July/to 30 Junc 1980 a
Community tariff quota of6 700 tonnes shall
be opened for fresh ecls (live or dead) chilled or
frozen, falling within subheading ex 03.01 A I of
the Common Customs Tariff, intended for curing
or skinni~g or for use in the industrial manufactuce

of products falling within heading No 16.04 . Super=~

vision of the use for this special
purpose shall be effected pursuant

to the relevant Community provigsions.

2, Within the limits of this tariff quota, the Common
Customs Tariff duty shall be totally suepended.

Article 2

1. A first tranche of 5 392 tonnes of this
Community tari’f quosa shall be allocated among
the Meimber States. Member States® shares, which,

subject to Atticle 5, sha!l be valid from 1 July 19®
t o 30 June 1980 shail consist of the following amountss

(tonnes)
Benclux 1 760
Denmark 1 096
Germany 9 922
France 62
Ireland 5
Italy 27
United Kingdom 220

2. The second tranche of 1 308 tonneg shall
constitute the reserve,

Article 3

1. If 90% or morc of a Member State's initial sharce
as fixed in Article 2 {1), or of that share minus any
postion rcturned to the rescrve where Article 5 has
been applicd, has been used up, that Member State
shall forthwith, by notifying the Commission, draw
s, sccond share, to the extent that the rescrve so
permits, cqual to 15% of its initial share, rounded
up as necessary to the next whole number.

2. If, after ics initial share has been exhausted, 90%
or more of the sccond share drawn by a Member
State has been used up, that Member State shall
forthwith, by notifying the Commission, draw a
third share equal to 7:5% of its initial share, rounded
wp as necessary to the next whole aumber, to the
extent that the reserve so permits,

3, 1t after its sccond share has been axhausted, 90%
or more of the thitd share drawn by a Member
State has been used up, that Membee State shall, in
the mannce provided in pacagraph 2, draw a fourth
share equal to the shird.

"This procedure shall apply until the reserve is used
up.

4. By way of derogation from paragraphs 1, 2 and
3, Momber States may draw lesser shares than those
specified therein if there are grounds for believing
that those specified may not be used in full. They
shall inform the Commission of cheir reasons for
anplying this paragraph.

Article 4

Additional shares drawn pursuaat to Article 3 shall
be valid until 30 June 19 80.



Article $

Member Staves shall return to the zescrve, not later
than 1 May 198Q,the unused portions of their
initial shares which, on 15 April 1980 are in excess
of 20% of ihe initial amounts. They may return
a greater portion if there are grounds for believing
that such postion may not be used in full,

Member States shall notify the Commission, not
later than 1 May 180, of the total quantities of
the products in gquestion imported up to and
including 15 April 1980 ,and charged againsc the
Community quosa and of any portion of their initial
shares returned to the rescrve.

Article 6

The Commission shall keep an account of the shares
opencd by the Member States pursuant to Arzicles
2 and 3 and, as soon as it has been notified, shall
inform each State of the extent to wivich the rescrve
has been used up.

It shall inform the Member States, not later than
5 May 1980 of the amount still in reserve after
amounts have becn returned thereto pursuant o
Article 5.

It shall ensure that the drawing which exhausts the
teserve does not exceed the balance available, and
to this end shall notify the amount of that balance
to the Member State making the last drawing,

Article 7

1. Member Statcs shall take all appropriate measures
to ensure that additional shares deawn pursusnt ¢o

Article 3 are opened in such 2 way that imposs may
be charged without dnterruption against their
aggregate shares of the Community quota,

2. Member States shali ensure that importers of the
products in question established in their territory
have free access to the shares allocared to them.

3. Member States shall charge imports of the
products in question against their shares as and when
the products are entered with the customs
authorities for home use,

4, The extent to which a Member State has wsed
up its share shall be determined on the basis of the
imponts charged againss that share in accordance
with paragraph 3.

Article 8

At the Commission’s request, Member Stases shall
inform it of the imports actually charged against
their shares,

Article 9

Member States and the Commission shall cooperate
closely to ensure thet this Regulavion is complied
with,

Article 10

This Regulation shall enter into force on 1 July
1973«

This Regulation shall be binding in its entirety and dirccetly applicable in all Member

States,

Doncat Brussels,

For the Council
The Presiders
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