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Preface

The Statistical Office of the European Communities (Eurostat) compiles statistics on
the external trade of the Community and trade between Member States. The basic
data are collected, processed and forwarded regularly by the Member States.

These statistics form the basis for a large number of Eurostat productions catering for
the muitifarious requirements of the Community institutions and outside users. The
purposes they serve are various. At the most detailed level they are used for
multilateral and bilateral negotiations relating to the common commercial policy, whilst
at a more aggregated level they are a basis for economic forecasts and analyses.
External trade statistics constitute the cornerstone of sectoral and overall analyses
and must therefore be tailored to suit these applications.

Consequently, external trade statistics have branched out over the years and become
increasingly diversified. A user’s guide is therefore essential.

Similarly, the proliferation of dissemination media has led to more widespread use,
with more flexible access to information. Alongside the traditional methods of dissemi-
nation on paper, there are now microfiches, diskettes, magnetic tapes and on-line
data banks. These new media necessitate better guidance as regards access, choice
and utilization, as well as more information on the definitions and basic methods used
to compile the statistics.

This guide has two objectives:

- to provide the basic methodological information required for using Eurostat's
external trade statistics;

+ togive the userguidance as to the various ways and means of obtaining the desired
statistical information.

The reader will thus find in this publication information on:
« definitions and methods

- classification systems

- Eurostat productions

« access to information.

In 1988 important changes were implemented affecting the collection, processing and
dissemination of external trade statistics, following the introduction of the Harmonized
Commodity Description and Coding System (HS) and adoption of the Single Admin-
istrative Document (SAD) for recording goods. Statistical series must therefore be
used very carefully, taking account of these changes.

This brief guide does not pretend to replace a handbook on the methodology of external
trade statistics, but does give some idea of the substantial and painstaking work put
in over the years by the Committee on External Trade Statistics in collaboration with
the representatives of the Member States. Eurostat will be pleased to provide users
particularly interested in the methodological aspects with any further information they
may require.

Eurostat would also like to take this opportunity to thank the national authorities for
their cooperation. It goes without saying that the high standard of their work guarantees
the reliability of Community statistics.
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. Methodology

A. Definitions and methods

A.1. Legal basis

The statistics on Community external trade and trade between
Member States are based on Community legislation which is
directly applicable in the Member States. The methodology (in
the widest sense of the term) is laid down by Council Regula-
tions Nos 1736/75, 200/83 and 2954/85 and by the Com-
mission’s implementing regulations deriving therefrom.

The classification of goods applicable to these statistics is the
Combined Tariff and Statistical Nomenclature as per Council
Regulation No 2658/87. The methodology and nomenclature
are managed and updated by the Commission, in cooperation
with the Member States, through two institutional committees,
the Committee on External Trade Statistics and the Combined
Nomenclature Committee.

Section C.8. lists the legislation in force.

A.2. Aims

The statistics on Community externaltrade and trade between
Member States serve many purposes, including:

trade negotiations,

monitoring of economic trends,
monitoring of various flows of goods,
balance of payments,

national accounts,

market analysis,

supply balance shests,

budgetary control.

The types and numbers of aspects covered by statistics are
determined on the basis of the above requirements.

A3. Scope

The statistics on Community external trade and trade between
Member States cover a!l goods

-~ entering orleaving the statistical territory of the Community,

— moving between the statistical territories of the Member
States.

Some of these goods are covered by transit or warehousing
statistics, which are not currently compiled at Community level.
Eurostattherefore publishes only the figures for "special trade”,
which, unlike "general trade", does not include warehousing
traffic.

A.4. The "special trade” system

Special trade covers the following statistical procedures:

— imports of goods placed in free circulation and/or released
for consumption on arrival in or on leaving warehouses,
imports for inward processing and imports after outward
processing;

— exports of goods originating in the Community or in free
circulation there, exports after inward processing and ex-
ports for outward processing.

The trade flows covered by special trade statistics are illus-
trated by the two flow charts at the end of this chapter.

A.5. Statistical territory

The statistical territory of the Community comprises the cus-
toms territory of the Community with the exception of the
French overseas departments. This meansthat Greenland, the
Canary Islands, Ceuta and Melilla are excluded, whilst the
Azores and Madeira (Portugal) and the Balearics (Spain) are
included.

The statistical territory of the Federal Republic of Germany and
consequently that of the Community includes West Berlin.
Trade between the Federal Republic of Germany and the
German Democratic Republic is not included in the Federal
Republic of Germany’s external trade statistics and therefore
not in those of the Community. The total value of this trade is
given in Eurostat's monthly external trade bulletin.

A.6. Exclusions and simplifications

Community statistics do not include data on the following:

— goods which appearin the listof exclusions set outin Annex
B to Regulation (EEC) No 1736/75, e.g.

~ legaltender
— goods for diplomatic and similar use
— imports and exports of a transitory nature;

— goods with a value or weight below the statistical threshold
fixed by the Member States in accordance with Article 24
of the above-mentioned Regulation:

— goods to which specific arrangements apply (e.g. certain
repairs, certain transactions effected by national and
foreign armed forces, monetary gold).

A.7. Information recorded

Of the data collected by each Member State relating to trade
in goods, the following are used for Community statistics:



» reference period (calendar month),

« type of flow (import or export),

+ goods code,

» statistical procedurs,

» country of origin or consignment for imports,

- country of destination for exports,

- statistical value,

» net weight,

» supplementary units of measurement for certain goods.

Since 1988 transport characteristics have also been recorded,
e.g. mode of transport, vehicle nationality, container transport.

A.8. Statistical procedure

Statistical procedures are defined with respect to customs
procedures (Commission Regulations (EEC) Nos 546/77 and
3678/87 deali with their equivalence).

Since 1 January 1988, the following codes for statistical pro-
cedures have been used in Eurostat statistics:

Imports:

1 — normalimport

3 - import after outward processing

5 - import for inward processing — suspension system
(included under code 2 up to 1987)

6 — importforinward processing — drawback system
(included under code 2 up to 1987)

Exports:

1 - normal export

3 — exportfor outward processing

5 - export after inward processing — suspension sys-
tem (included under code 2 up to 1987)

6 — export after inward processing; drawback system

(included under code 2 up to 1987).

A.9. Trading partners

Community statistics state:

— forimports:
— country of origin

— for goods originating in non-Community countries and de-
clared for free circulation in the Community or imported for
inward processing;

— country of consignment

- for goods originating in non-Community countries and al-
ready in free circulation in the Community or placed under
the customs procedure for inward processing,

— for goods originating in the Member States,

— for all goods listed in Chapter 97 of the Combined Nomen-
clature (up to 1987 Chapter 99 of the Nimexe): Works of
art, collectors’ pieces and antiques);

— for exports:
— country of destination
Community statistics are therefore divided into two categories:

— Community external trade statistics (extra-EC trade),
which, astaras imports are concerned, are generally based
on origin,
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- statistics of trade between Member States (intra-EC trade),

which, in order to avoid double counting at Community
level, record the country of consignment (e.g. goods of US
origin imported into Belgium then exported to France will
be regarded as being of US origin for the Belgian import
declaration, but then Belgium will be given as the country
of consignment in the French import declaration, so thatthe
EC aggregate does not include the goods twice under trade
with the USA).

A.10. Statistical value

a) Community external trade

For imports, the statistical value is equal to the customs value
orto avalue determined by reference to the concept of customs
value (cif).

For exports, the statistical value is taken as the value of the
goods at the place and time they leave the statistical territory
of the exporting Member State (fob).

These definitions are given in Article 17 of Regulation No
1736/75.

b) Trade between Member States

The statistical value is established from the taxable allowance
to be determined for tax purposes according to the Sixth
Council Directive harmonizing the legislation of the Member
States relating to taxes on turnover. The cif or fob value is
applied, as appropriate. Details of deductions and additions
may be found in Article 6(1) and (2) of Regulation No 2954/85.

A.11. Quantity

The statistics state the net weight of goods and, where appro-
priate, supplementary units of measurement (number of items,
pairs, hectolitres, etc.).

The supplementary units of measurement are specified in the
annual publication of the Combined Nomenclature in the Offi-
cial Journal (up to 1987 in the publications concerning the
Nimexe).

B. Nomenclatures

B.1. Countries

Geonomenclature

In the Community statistics, the trading partner and reporting
countries are represented by code numbers and in accordance
with the definitions of the Country Nomenclature for the Exter-
nal Trade Statistics of the Community and Statistics of Trade
between Member States (Geonomenclature).

The Geonomenclature was introduced by Regulation (EEC)
No 1736/75, and an updated version is published annually in
the Official Journal. It also appears at irregular intervals in the
form of a handbook containing the definitions of the countries
and information on the grouping of countries by economic
zones.

The countries are identified by a three-digit numerical cods,
structured by continents and major geographical regions and,
within each region, according to the geographical position of
eachcountry orterritory, the progression being in principle from



west to east along the successive lines of fatitude starting in
the north and working south.

B.2. Goods

a) CN - Combined Nomenclature

Since 1 January 1988 the Combined Nomenclature has been
the Community’s tariff and statistical nomenclature replacing
the oId Community nomenclatures Nimexe' (statistical) and
CcCT? (customs tariff). Regulation No 2658/87 makes it compul-
sory for all Member States to use the Combined Nomenclature.

The Combined Nomenclature is aligned with the Harmonized
Commodity Description and Coding System (HS), the nomen-
clature of the Customs Cooperation Council (CCC), which is

used throughout the world for applying customs tariffs and
compiling external trade statistics.

The Combined Nomenclature thus comprises:

~ the HS classification codes,

-~ the Community subdivisions of this classification (CN sub-
headings),

~ the "Preliminary provisions", the "Additional notes” to the
sections and chapters, and the footnotes relating to the CN
subheadings.

Apartfrom the classification, the autonomous and conventional
rates of duty under the Common Customs Tariff, the sup-
plementary statistical units and other relevant information are
also published.

Structure of the old and new classification systems

Up to 1987

Old Breakdown Code Number of

classifi- levels units

cation

CCCN Section Roman numerals 21
Chapter Two digits 99
Heading Four digits 1011

CCT Subheading Four digits +

alphanumerical approx.
code 4100
NIMEXE Code Six digits 7 990
Since 1988

New Breakdown Code Number of

classification- levels units

HS Section Roman numerals 21
Chapter Two digits 97
Heading Four digits 1241
Subheading Five digits 3558
Subheading Six digits 5019

CN Subheading Eight digits 9 506

The 1988 version of the Combined Nomenclature (Chapters 1
to 97) contains 9 506 purely numerical, eight-digit subhead-
ings, the first six digits of which correspond to the HS code.
Chapter 98 has been set aside for special cases or simplifica-
tions provided for in Community Regulations, such as the
recording of exports of complete industrial plant, while Chapter

99 is intended for special cases or simplifications not covered
by statutary provisions (confidentiality codes, goods for use in
connection with vessels and aircraft, returned goods, postal
consignments, etc.).

1 Commission Regulation (EEC) No 3840/86 of 16 December 1986 amending the nomenclature of goods for the external trade statistics of
the Community and statistics of trade between Member States (Nimexe), OJ No L 368, 29.12.1986, p. 1.

2 Regulation (EEC) No 3618/86 of 24 November 1986 amending Regulation (EEC) No 3331/85 amending Regulation (EEC) No 950/68 on

the Common Customs Tariff, OJ No L 345, 8.12.1986, p.1.

1



The complete version of the nomenclature, including amend-
ments adopted by the Commission or Council, has to be
published by 31 October of each year in the form of a Regula-
tion in the Official Journai of the European Communities. The
new version enters intoforce on 1 January of the following year.
The Combined Nomenclature remains unchanged during the
calendar year.

b) Nomenclature user aids

The following aids are available to assist interpretation and
application of the Harmonized System and Combined Nomen-
clature.

HS

- Explanatory notes to the HS

These are published by the CCC and are a valuable aid in
ensuring that goods are classified uniformly. They are not,
however, legally binding.

— Collection of classification opinions

These opinions are issued by the CCC and consist of individual
decisions regarding the classification of very particular and not
obviously classifiable goods.

— Alphabetical index

This is a list of all goods mentioned in the nomenclature itself
and in the explanatory notes.

— The CCCN-HS and HS-CCCN correlation tables

These tables show where goods classified under a four-digit
code in the CCCN are to be classified at six-digit level in the
Harmonized System, and vice-versa. They serve as a useful
guide for a wide variety of purposes (e.g. comparisons of
statistical results or of rates of duty in the CCCN and the HS)
and facilitate the conversion tasks required of reporting auth-
orities. However, tables of equivalence can never be so ex-
haustive as to take account of all conceivable combinations.

CN

— Explanatory notes to the Combined nomenclature

Before introduction of the Combined Nomenclature, explana-
tory notes existed only for the CCT, and not for the Nimexe.

In contrast, the explanatory notes to the Combined Nomencla-
ture apply to both tariff and statistical subheadings.
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— Nimexe—CN and CN-Nimexe corralation tables

These tables facilitate transition from the Nimexe to the CN.
They are not legally binding for purposes of classification,
which can only be carried out on the basis of the statutory texts.

For statistical purposes Eurostat also plans to draw up addi-
tional correlation tables on the basis of the statutory texts.

— SITCrev.3;
— SITCrev. 2;

— NACE (General Industrial Classification of Economic Acti-
vities within the European Communities),

— NST/R (Standard Goods Classification for Transpon Stat-
istics).

c) Taric — Integrated Tariff of the
European Communities

In supplying the Community with data on their intra-Community
trade and exports to non-Community countries, the Member
States are obliged to adhere to the structure of the Combined
Nomenclature. Figures forimports from non-Community coun-
tries, onthe other hand, must be transmitted in accordance with
the Integrated Tariff of the European Communities (Taric) (cf.
Council Regulation (EEC) No 3367/87 of 9 November 1987,
OJ No L 321, 11.11.1987, p. 3). France, Spain and Portugal
were given a two-year transition period to adopt the Taric.

The Taric is based on the Combined Nomenclature and uses
two additional digits to represent various Community measures
affecting imports (e.g. tariff quotas, exemptions from duties,
tariff preferences, import licences, etc.).

For a number of special measures, such as variable levy
components, anti-dumping duties or monetary compensatory
amounts, an additional four-digit code must be specified.

In contrast to the Combined Nomenclature, the Taric can be
amended during a calendar year. As the Member States have
retained the possibility of using the ninth digit for additional
subdivisions for national statistical purposes, the Taric code is
represented by digits 10 and 11.

d) Goods code

The goods code to be used for the purposes of customs and
externaltrade statistics by the authorities in the Member States
takes the following form:



Goods code

12345678 9 10 11 121314

151617 18

19 2021 22

123456

12345678

[2]

10 11

121314

Digits 1—6: HS
Digits 1-8: CN

Digit 9: national sub-
division for statistical
purposes

Digits 10-11: Taric

Digits 12—14: national sub-
divisions for non-statistical
purposes

151617 18

Digits 15—-18: additional

Taric code

Digits 19-22: national sub-
divisions for consumption tax
purposes

19202122

This represents the maximum code length provided for by the
Single Administrative Document', although there are vari-
ations according to goods type and from one Member State to
another.

The statistics sent to the Statistical Office of the European
Communities must be compiled according to the eight-digit CN
code and, for imports from non-Community countries, using the
ten- and eleven-digit Taric code and the additional Taric code
(digits 15-18).

e) SITC

Standard International Trade Classification (SITC rev. 3) of the
United Nations Organization.

The change to the HS has necessitated a further revision
of the SITC. Following approval of the final version by the
UN Statistical Commission, the 22nd plenary meeting of
the Economic and Social Council in May 1987 adopted
Decision 1985/7 recommending use of the SITC rev.3 at
international level.

The SITC rev.3 follows the structure of the HS, so that the
smallest SITC units are defined by HS subheadings. The
SITC rev.3 headings are therefore simply aggregations of
the smallest HS units according to branches of activity or
production methods. As far as processed petroleum pro-
ducts are concerned, SITC group 344 corresponds to a
single HS heading.

The 1 033 four-digit subgroups of the SITC rev.3 cover all
goods in which there is international trade.

720 of these subgroups are subdivided into 2 805 five-digit
headings, thus permitting an additional breakdown on the
basis of the HS and other economic classifications.

This means that the SITC rev.3 contains 3 118 basic units
which may, where necessary, be broken down further for
national purposes.

The subgroups make up 261 groups (three-digit), 67 divi-
sions (two-digit) and 10 sections (one-digit).

As wall as the classification itself, the UN publication also
includes the following correlation tables: SITC rev.3-HS,
HS-SITC rev.3, SITC rev.3-SITC rev.2 and SITC rev.2~
SITCrev.3.

) NACE/CLIO®

The NACE/CLIO is a classification of goods derived from the
General Industrial Classification of Economic Activities within
the European Communities and is used for the European
System of Integrated Economic Accounts and to compile input-
output tables.

The NACE/CLIO headings are divided into 44, 25 and 6 groups
respectively for compiling the input-output tables (R44) and for
breaking down the detailed data by branch (R25) and by sector
of activity (R6).

) NST/R

Standard Goods Classification for Transport Statistics

This classification is used for statistics by mode of transport. It
isderived from the CN and SITC and is currently bsing revised.

h) Working nomenclatures

These consist of the textile categories and the nomenclatures
in the agricultural regulations. The definition and details of
equivalence with the CN and SITC are published in Eurostat
Theme 6, series E.

1 See Annex 1 to Commission Regulation (EEC) No 2791/86 of 22 July 1986 and the Annex to Commission Regulation (EEC) No 2793/86

of 22 July 1986 (OJ No L 263, 11.9.1986, p. 4 and p. 39).

2 Statistical studies, series M, No 34/rev.3, New York 1986, Publication of the United Nations, catalogue No E.86.XVIl.12.

3 NACE, Eurostat 1970

13



1) Table of nomenclatures of goods and levels of aggregation for which Eurostat provides

external trade statistics (see diagram)

TARIC
NC-8
HS—6 ——— SITC-5 NACE-CLIO-3 NST-R Working
l { l nomenclature
HS—4 SITC—4 R—44 NACE-CLIO-2 (Agricultural
I | I products, textiles,
footwear,
HS-2 SITC-3 R-25 NACE-CLIO-1 petroleum
‘ products)
SITC-2
SITC-1 R-6

C. Collection, processing and
dissemination of data

C.1. Sources

Community statistics are compiled from national data sent to
Eurostat by the Member States on a monthly basis, in a
standardized form and in accordance with the procedures laid
down for implementing Community Regulations.

Generally speaking, imports and exports are recorded statisti-
cally on the basis of the customs declarations made by the
declarant at the time of customs clearance. In some Member
States certain firms are allowed to submit multiple declarations.

C.2. Reference period and deadline

The reference period is the calendar month. The data supplied
by the Member States are recorded under the calendar month
of the date of registration of the customs declaration or, failing
that, the date of the multiple statistical declaration.

The results are sent to Eurostat by the Member States each
month and at the |atest six weeks after the end of the reference
month.

C.3. Statistical threshold

The statistical threshold is the limit below which figures for a
transaction are not transmitted to Eurostat. The threshold is
expressed in terms of net weight or value.

In the absence of a single statistical threshold for the Com-
munity, the Member States inform the Commission of the fimit
applied, which must not exceed 1 000 kg (whatever the value
of the goods) or 800 ECU (whatever the weight).
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C.4. Confidentiality

Most Member States take measures to ensure the confiden-
tiality of certain flows of goods. Legislation, implementation
procedures and the extent of confidentiality vary from one
Member State to another.

Confidentiality procedures are applied at the most detailed
level of the classification being used for data collection, i.e. they
may cover the whole or a part of a CN subheading. Similarly,
confidentiality may be limited to imports or exports or to se-
lected characteristics (value, statistical procedure, quantity,
trading partner, etc.).

Measures are taken in respact of collection and processing by
Eurostat in order to minimize the impact of these headings on
Community results.

Legislation regulating statistical confidentiality at Community
level is currently being prepared. In the meantime, the Member
States are required to submit explanatory notes concerning the
products subject to confidentiality, together with additional
information allowing confidential trade to be included at a
higher level of aggregation (though still as low as possible), so
that the corresponding trade totals for such aggregates are
correct. .

C.5. Corrections

Wherever possible, the corrections submitted by Member
States are applied to the month in which the incorrect figure
was recorded.

Retroactive corrections are possible for the previous 24
months, though some Member States as yet correct only
cumulative figures.

C.6. Community productions

External trade statistics of the Community and statistics of
trade between Member States are compiled from national



figures. They are made available to users by the Commission
in the form of monthly, quarterly and annual publications,
through data bases and computerized information systems set
up by Eurostat.

C.7. Discrepancies

Comparison of the statistics on Community external trade and
trade between Member States with the results published by the
Member States themselves or by other bodies reveals discrep-
ancies between:

— the national and Community statistics for the same vari-
able:

-~ the figures of the importing and exporting countries for the
same reference period.

a) Community and national statistics

The discrepancies between the Community and national
figures are due to differences in methodology. For example, for
goods originating in non-Community countries and not in free
circulation in the Community, Community statistics require the
country of origin to be stated (which is supplied by the Member
States), whereas certain Member States systematicaily use
the country of consigment for their national statistics. The
reverse may happen in the case of goods originating or in free
circulation in the Community, etc.

Similarly, discrepancies may be increased by differences in
definitions, methodological concepts, exclusions, statistical
confidentiality, thresholds and corrections.

b) Importing and exporting countries’ statistics

Discrepancies between the import figures recorded by an
importing country and the export data of the relevant exporting

country are sometimes quite substantial, due to a variety of
causes.

It is possible that the goods recorded as exports by the expor-
ting Member State:

— are not recorded in the imports of the trading partner
because on arrival at their destination they are placed
under a transit procedure or in a customs warehouse;

~ are recorded in the imports of the importing Member State
with a different value, not only becauss of the rule "exports
- fob, imports - cif”, but above all as a result of special
situations such as trade between associated companies
with revaluing of imports, inclusion or exclusion of monetary
compensatory amounts on agricultural products, and dec-
laration of the value to be used for calculating VAT as the
statistical value;

— are recorded in the imports of the trading partner:

— during a later period (affects the overall figures and the
figures by type of goods);
— under adifferent statistical heading (affects the figures
by type of goods);
— are recorded in the trading partner’s imports according to
ditferent methods:

— because not all the cases in which the Regulation may
apply have been settled (ships’ stores, postal consign-
ments, confidential data, aircraft maintenance, etc.);

— because it is impossible to eliminate all the errors in
data returns or in the processing and forwarding of
results;

— because there are still a certain number of fraudulent
declarations.
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Flow charts showing:

— external trade statistics of the Community (extra-
EC)

— statistics of trade between the Member States (in-
tra-EC)
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Community legislation applicable to the external
trade statistics of the Community and statistics of
trade between the Member States as of 1 January
1989
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Basic Regulations (methodology)
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(>)

Council Regulation (EEC) No 1736/75 of 24 June 1975 on the external trade
statistics of the Community and statistics of trade between Member States

(OJ No L 183 of 14.7.1975, p. 3)
amended by

— Council Regulation (EEC) No 2845/77 of 19 December 1977 amending
Regulation (EEC) No 1736/75 on the external trade statistics of the Commu-
nity and statistics of trade between Member States — in respect of the
statistical threshold

(OJ No L 329, 22.12.1977, p. 3)

— Commission Regulation (EEC) No 3396/84 of 3 December 1984 revising the
list of exceptions referred to in Article 22(2)(a) of Council Regulation (EEC)
No 1736/75

(OJ No L 314, 4.12.1984, p. 10)

— Council Regulation (EEC) No 3367/87 of 9 November 1987 on the application
of the Combined Nomenclature to the statistics of trade between Member
States and amending Regulation (EEC) No 1736/75 on the external trade
statistics of the Community and statistics of trade between Member States

(OJ No L 321, 11.11.1987, p. 3)

— Commission Regulation (EEC) No 3678/87 of 9 December 1987 on statistical
procedures in respect of the Community’s external trade

(OJ No L 346 of 10.12.1987, p. 12)

— Council Regulation (EEC) No 1629/88 amending Regulation (EEC) No
1736/75 in respect of the recording of mode of transport in the external trade
statistics of the Community

(OJNo L 147,14.6.1988,p. 1)

Council Regulation (EEC) No 200/83 of 24 January 1983 on the adaptation of
the external trade statistics of the Community to the Directives concerning the
harmonization of procedures for the export of goods and for the release of goods
for free circulation

(OJ No L 26, 28.1.1983, p. 1)
Council Regulation (EEC) No 2954/85 of 22 October 1985 laying down certain

measures for the standardization and simplification of statistics of trade between
Member States

(OJ No L 285, 25.10.1985, p. 1)

COMBINED NOMENCLATURE

>)

>)

Council Decision of 7 April 1987 concerning the conclusion of the International
Convention on the Harmonized Commodity Description and Coding System and
of the Protocol of Amendment thereto (87/369/EEC)

(OJ No L 198, 20.7.1987, p. 1)

Council Regulation (EEC) No 2658/87 of 23 July 1987 on the tariff and statistical
nomenclature and on the Common Customs Tariff

(OJ No L 256, 7.9.1987, p. 1)

Council Regulation (EEC) No 3367/87 of 9 November 1987 on the application
of the Combined Nomenclature to the statistics of trade between Member States
and amending Regulation (EEC) No 1736/75 on the external trade statistics of
the Community and statistics of trade between Member States

(OJ No L 321, 11.11.1987, p. 3)
Commission Regulation (EEC) No 3174/88 of 21 September 1988 amending

Annex 1 to Council Regulation (EEC) No 2658/87 on the tariff and statistical
nomenclature and on the Common Customs Tariff

(OJ No L 298, 31.10.1988, p. 1)



Already mentioned above

Already mentioned above

COUNTRY NOMENCLATURE

>)

Commission Regulation (EEC) No 3639/86 of 28 November 1986 on annual
updating of the country nomenclature for the external trade statistics of the
Community and statistics of trade between Member States

(OJ No L 369, 29.11.1986, p. 46)
validity of which was extended by

— Commission Regulation (EEC) No 634/89 of 13 March 1989 on the country
nomenciature for the external trade statistics of the Community and statistics
of trade between Member States

(OJ No L 70, 14.3.1989, p. 17)

COMPLETE INDUSTRIAL PLANT

(>)

Commission Regulation (EEC) No 518/79 of 19 March 1979 on recording exports
of complete industrial plant in the external trade statistics of the Community and
statistics of trade between Member States

(OJ No L 69, 20.3.1979, p. 10)
amended by

— Commission Regulation (EEC) No 3521/87 of 24 November 1987 amending
Regulation (EEC) No 518/79 for recording exports of complete industrial plant
in the external trade statistics of the Community and statistics of trade
between Member States

(OJ No L 335, 25. 11. 1987, p.8)

STATISTICAL PROCEDURES

(>)

Commission Regulation (EEC) No 546/77 of 16 March 1977 on statistical
procedures in raspect of the Community’s external trade

(OJNo L70,17.3.1977,p. 13)
amended by

— Commission Regulation (EEC) No 3678/87'* of 9 December 1987 on stati-
stical procedures in respect of the Community’s external trade

(OJ No L 346, 10.12.1987, p. 12)

MODE OF TRANSPORT

(>)

(>)

Commission Regulation (EEC) No 3522/87 of 24 November 1987 on the recor-
ding of the mode of transport in the statistics of trade between Membaer States

(OJ No L 335, 25.11.1987, p. 10)
Council Regulation (EEC) No 1629/88%* of 27 May 1988 amending Regulation

(EEC) No 1736/75 in respect of the recording of mode of transport in the external
trade statistics of the Community

(OJ No L 147, 14.6.1988, p. 1)

OTHER COMMISSION REGULATIONS (METHODOLOGY)

(>)

Commission Regulation (EEC) No 3345/80 of 23 December 1980 on the recor-
ding of the country of consignment in the external trade statistics of the Commu-
nity and statistics of trade between Member States

(OJ No L 351, 24.12.1980, p. 12)
Commission Regulation (EEC) No 3396/84 of 3 December 1984 revising the list

of exceptions referred to in Article 22(2)(a) of Council Regulation (EEC) No
1736/75

(OJ No L 314, 4.12.1984, p. 10)
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(>)

Commission Regulation (EEC) No 455/88 of 18 February 1988 on the statistical
threshold in the external trade statistics of the Community and statistics of trade
between Member States

(OJ No L 46, 19.2.1988, p. 19)



EXTERNAL TRADE STATISTICS






Il. External trade
statistics

A. | Data collection

A.1. Source

Community statistics are based on a single source: the figures
which the Member States send to Eurostat every month, in
standardized form, in accordance with the Community Regu-
lations listed in the “Methodology” section. The suppliers of this
information are as follows:

Belgique, Institut National de Statistique/
Luxembourg: Bruxelles
Nationaal Instituut voor de Statistiek,
Brussels
Danmark: Danmarks Statistik, Copenhagen

Deutschland: Statistisches Bundesamt, Wiesbaden

Espana: Direccion General Aduanas, Madrid

France: Direction Générale des Douanes et
Droits indirects, Paris

Eliada: Greek National Statistical Office, Athens

Ireland: Central Statistics Office, Dublin
Revenue Commissioners, Statistical
Division, Dublin

ltaly: Istituto Centrale di Statistica, Rome

Netherlands: Centraal Bureau voor de Statistiek,
Heerlen
Portugal: Instituto Nacional de Estatistica, Lisbon

HM Customs and Excise,
Statistical Office, Southend-on-Sea

United Kingdom:

A.2. Subject matter

These authorities supply four major categories of data, i.e.:

— Special trade: monthly figures for imports and exports of
the Member States, intra- and extra-Community flows.

— Retroactive corrections for special trade: monthly as re-
quired, correction of individual values for the current and
previous years. This system is not yet applied by all Mem-
ber States.

—~ External trade by mode of transport: quarterly figures for
intra- and extra-Community imports and exports, break-
down by three transport criteria, i.e. mode of transport,
container code and nationality of the means of transport.

— Additional Taric code: monthly returns covering certain
import and export flows (intra- and extra-Community) under
the special Community procedure: MCA (monetary com-
pensatory amounts), ACA (accession compensatory
amounts), reference prices for wine, special anti-dumping
measures.
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Summary of data categorles collected

Special trade Corrections to Trade b Additional
trade mode o Taric Code
transport
Variables in Reference period or idem idem idem
all categones application period
Reporting country idem idem idem
Flow idem idem idem
Product code idem idem idem
Trading partner idem idem idem
Statistical procedure idem Total only idem
Variables applicable Transmission Mode of Additional
period transport Taric Code
Container-
ization code
Nationality
of means of
transport
Variables observed Individual and Individual value Individual Individual and
cumulative valiues and cumul- cumulative
ative values values
Individual and Individual Individual Individual and
cumulative quantities quantity and cumul- cumulative
ative quantities
quantities
Individual and Individual Individual and
cumulative supple- supplementary cumulative
mentary units unit supplementary
units

A.3. Main characteristics

Countries
The following concepts must be borne in mind.
Reporting countries

These comprise the Member States taken individually (Bel-
gium and Luxembourg considered together as the BLEU) and
the Community as a whole (EUR 12).

Trading partners

These comprise the Community Member States and non-Com-
munity countries (some 200 countries in all). There are also a
number of economic areas or groupings of countries, including
in particular: Grand total/world, intra-EC, extra-EC, indus-
trialized non-Community countries, United States of America
and Canada, state-trading countries, developing countries,
countries linked with the Community by the Lomé Convention
(ACP), etc.

A distinction must be made between countries of origin and
countries of consignment for imports and countries of destina-
tion for exports, in accordance with the definitions in the meth-
odology section. Examples of the interpretation of these
definitions are given in the section on “nomenclatures”.

30

- Nationality of means of transport

Like the trading partners, the nationality of the means of
transport is coded according to the Geonomenclature. It is
recorded for the following modes of transport: sea, road, air
and inland waterway. Countries which are important as trading
partners may not be as nationalities, and vice versa. This also
applies in general to groupings of countries.

Flows

Flows indicate the direction of trade:

Imports: the flow goes from the trading partner to the
reporting Member State (code = 1)

Exports: the flow goes from the reporting Member State
to the trading partner (code = 2)

Statistical procedures

Imports:

1 - normal imports

— imports after outward processing

5 — imports for inward processing — suspension system
(non-payment of customs duties)

6 - imports forinward processing —drawback system (pay-
ment of customs duties, reimbursement on export)



Exports:

1 - normal exports
3 -~ exports for outward processing
5 — exports after inward processing —suspension system

(customs duties were notpaid)

6 — exports after inward processing — drawback system
(reimbursement of customs duties paid).

Up to 1987, codes 5 and 6 (imports and exports) were grouped
together under code 2.

Product code

Imports from non~Community countries are coded, where
subdivisions are envisaged, according to the eleven-digit Taric
classification, and all other flows are classified according to the
eight-digit Combined Nomenclature. The ninth digit of the
product code (for national use) is always replaced by 0.

In the case of external trade by mode of transport, the product
is classified according to the three-digit NST/R code.

Mode of transport

A distinction is made between the following modes of transport:
— sea

- rail

- road

- air

post

— fixed transport installations (e.g. pipelines)

— inland waterway

— own power

O © ® N 0 b W N
1

— other or not known.

Container code

This indicates whether or not the goods were transported by
container. It is used for the following modes of transport: sea,
rail, road, air and inland waterway:

0 -~ notby container
1 - Dby container.

For other modes of transport it has the value 9.

Additional Taric code

The additional Taric code is a four-digit code divided into a
one-digit indicator and a three-digit serial number. The indica-
tor refers to the Community procedure in question: MCA, ACA,
reference prices for wine, anti-dumping measures.

The additional code is combined, depending on the trade flow
concerned, with an eight-digit (Combined Nomenclature) or
eleven-digit (Taric) product code and, in the case of anti-dump-
ing, with a country of origin.

Units

Values (V): The values, collected in 1 000 national

currency units (United Kingdom and Ire-

land in national units) are converted into
1 000 ECU.

The conversion rate used depends on the period in question.
Quantities (Q): Quantities are collected in 100 kg and
converted for publication into 1 000 kg.

Supplementary
units (SU): for certain products statistical data are
also expressed in another unit (e.g. num-

ber, pairs, hectolitres).

Where such units exist, they are stated in the Regulation
establishing the Combined Nomenclature (and the annual
updates thereof), opposite each CN code (Nimexe before
1988).

Confidentiality

Different legal and practical measures are applied in the Mem-
ber States to ensure passive and, where it exists, active
confidentiality. Normally this concerns very detailed flows of
goods, at eight-digit (CN) or eleven-digit (Taric) level for the
product, and cases where there is a single import or export
partner.

There are two types of confidentiality, product confidentiality
and trading partner confidentiality. The former can be achieved
by:

— regrouping under the same product, but with a different
statistical procedure (normally 1);

~ regrouping with an associated product;

— use of a special code 9990 0000 indicating confidentiality
(Nimexe: 999601; SITC: 99900);

— where possible, the SITC group can also be given, which
means thatthe code used is 99000BBB (BBB indicating the
SITC group). This enables SITC totals to be calculated
correctly as from three digits;

— the latter possibility may be extended by adding the HS
chapter, giving a code 999AABBB (AA=HS chapter,
BBB=SITC group).

Country (trading partner) confidentiality is achieved by using a
special code 977 (= confidential) for the partner. Where
possible, this may be replaced by 975 (confidential, but intra-
Community) or 976 (confidential, but extra-Community), which
enables certain product aggregates to be calculated correctly.
In any event, in order to ensure the availability of total trade
with a trading partner, countries 975, 976 and 977 are broken
down by trading partner under the notional code 00900000
(Nimexe: 009000).

It should be noted that it is not always possible, when calculat-
ing total “world” trade, to produce a breakdown into intra-EC
and extra-EC. Consequently, the “world” total comprises 1010
(intra-EC) + 1011 (extra-EC) + 1090 (miscellaneous).

Explanatory notes on confidentiality are available for all publi-
cations.

Other exclusions

Statistics are supplied on the basis of customs documents and
do not take account of corrections made at the end of the year
by certain Member States to cover inter-governmental trade.
This means that a balance of trade may contain sometimes
considerable discrepancies vis-a-vis official national figures.
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B. Processing operations

Processing operations vary depending onthe type of data. The
following operations are those to which all data on external
trade and trade bstween Member States are subjected.

B.1. Formatting

This stage comprises all the processing operations needed to
obtain harmonized files. Data are given a common format
(formats may vary) and are translated into EBCDIC (different
computers are used in the Member States). Figures are aggre-
gated, and national subdivisions (where they exist) are elimi-
nated. Some processing operations apply only to one or two
Member States, e.g. standardization of the national currency
unit for the United Kingdom and freland.

All this is preceded by copying the tapes onto a disk which,
given the diversity of the data, often proves difficult.

Anexample of a specific processing operation for acertain type
of data is aggregation and elimination of the Taric codes (digits
11 and 12 of the product code) in the case of intra-Community
flows or export to a non-Community country.

B.2. Validation

There are two types of validation operations, namely for check-
ing the general plausibility of a file and for verifying a record
individually.

In the first case a check is run to ensure that the file covers a
single period and reporting authority; certain totals are calcu-
lated and compared with the total records supplied. During
processing, figures are calculated for the totals by CN chapter
and trading partner (for imports/exports separately). These are
compared with the check lists supplied by the reporting auth-
ority, thus guaranteeing that the files, which are very large and
difficult to check manually, remain complete.

The second category comprises validation operations to check
the accuracy of a field or a combination of several fields within
a record: presence of the supplementary unit according to the
CN, level of values and whether positive or negative, existence
of the product code according to the appropriate classification
(CN, NST/R, Taric), existence of the trading partner according
to the Geonomencilature, existence of the other fields present
depending on the data type, which can vary considerably. One
example of a specific validation is the presence of the nation-
ality of the means of transport as a function of the mode of
transport.

Errors discovered may be corrected directly by Eurostat. Alter-
natively, Eurostat may contact data suppliers.

A third type of validation is the checking of the plausibility of a
figure independently of its syntactic accuracy, e.g. permissible
combinations of flows/partners/products or mode of trans-
port/product. The national authorities responsible for compiling
external trade statistics possess more or less abundant plau-
sibility checking systems. Eurostat does not validate data at
commoercial transaction level, but plans to introduce this type
of validation at an appropriate level of aggregation. One current
example is the comparison of the weight of a supplementary
unit within a Member State and between Member States.
Systematic implementation of this type of check can have a
major impact on the quality and credibility of the information
supplied to users. However, it should be remembered that
external trade statistics are very voluminous, and intervals are
shon. It is difficult enough to identify all errors or anomalies, but
it is even harder to correct them all.
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B.3. Aggregation

Aggregation means totalling figures up on the basis of one or
more criteria present in a data set. The reporting countries are
aggregated to calculate a total for EUR 12 (the twelve Com-
munity Member States). The trading partners, i.e. the countries
of the world classified according to the Geonomenclature, are
aggregated to economic or political groupings, e.g. EFTA,
state-trading countries, world, intra-EC and extra-EC. Calcula-
tions are carried out for alarge number of these groupings, with
variations according to requirements and types of data (e.g.
where transport is concerned, the geographical aspects may
be more important than political or economic factors).

Goods classified according to a hierarchical product nomen-
clature may be aggregated at the significant levels, e.g. HS at
six, four and two digits.

In addition to the aggregation criteria mentioned, others may
be applied, depending on the type of data, e.g. statistical
procedure and nationality of means of transport.

B.4. Conversioninto ECU

The most commonly used variable is value. This is supplied in
terms of 1 000 national currency units (except UK and lreland).
For purposes of comparison and aggregation it is necessary to
convert figures into acommon unit, the ECU. Eurostat uses the
averages of the daily rates of conversion for each period and
interval. To minimize errors caused by rounding off, the con-
version is generally undertaken after aggregation.

B.5. Transcoding of products

The Combined Nomenclature (CN) is not the only one used.
Eurostat carries out a large number of transcoding operations
to other systems, e.g. SITC, NACE, and other specialized and
separate classifications, e.g. textiles.

Equivalences between an original classification and a target
classification are used for transcoding. They are sometimes
direct, i.e. where the new system is a regrouping of the old one.
Where this is not the case, Eurostat possesses estimates of
weights (between 0 and 100 %) assigned to the different links.

Transcoding may be followed by aggregation, e.g. to SITC
three-digit group level.

B.6. Application of corrections

In cases of error, omission or delay, the national authorities
apply corrections to earlier periods. In general, the only action
taken by Eurostat is to adjust a cumulative value for a later
month. This procedure is limited to the current year, and it is
not possible to apply an adjustment correctly to an earlier
individual month. This also explains why the sum of the indi-
vidual values differs from the cumulative value.

Some Member States provide Eurostat with retroactive correc-
tions to individual months, going back as much as three years.
Eurostat enters these in its files and data bases and takes them
into account in new publications.

Other Member States merely correct cumulative values or else
send in finalized data containing the corrections.



C. Data bases

C.1. Comext system structure

The national authorities (see "Data collection”) send figures on
magnetic tape, paper or by telecommunications (retroactive
corrections). After various processing operations (see previous
chapter), the results are fed not only into the sequential files

used for archiving and publications, but also into a series of.

data bases. This is done either directly, using sequential files,
or indirectly, by retrieval from the Comext base.

All processing operations, retrievals and interrogations are
carried out using the management systems of the classifica-
tions (Sabine and Taric). In addition to the basic classifications,
i.e. the Combined Nomenclature (Nimexe) and the Geonomen-
clature, the derived classifications, the inter-classification equi-
valences and the texts in various languages are also stored,
together with the explanatory notes on confidentiality.

Eurostat is responsible for the regular feeding of information
into the following bases:

— the multi-domain Cronos base, a large part of which is
reserved for external trade. At SITC section level, Cronos
contains annual Community data going back to 1958, quar-
terly data as from 1970 and monthly data as from 1979. As
well as miscellaneous supplementary information (e.g.
conversion rates), the major aggregates of various non-
Community countries (USA, Japan, Canada, Switzerland,
Sweden, etc.) are also available.

— The TREND base contains volume and average value
indices for Community data (see Chapter lil.C.4).

~— Other statistical areas, e.g. agriculture, industry and en-
ergy, use external trade statistics to complement their own
figures. Sectoral data are retrieved from Comext and after
conversion are stored and approximated with the other
information contained in the specific data bases.

Apart from Eurostat, several Commission Directorates-
General feed external trade data into their satellite bases, e.g.
textiles. These satellite bases generally contain a small part of
the nomenclature of goods, inthe form of a specialized nomen-
clature.

The Comext system also serves as a source for printed publi-
cations, magnetic tapes for printers and microfiches (see chap-
ter on publications). The hosts disseminating external trade
statistics are supplied through the same channel.

C.2. Comext data base

Structure and content

Although the user sees Comext as a single base, its internal
structure comprises two separate bases, the Pretreatment
Bank (BPT) and SIENA.

The BPT is the reference base for the Community data col-
lected from the Membaer States. It contains the monthly individ-
ual and cumulative figures for the past 36 months. Retroactive
corrections are introduced, and a record of corrections is kept.
The priority access key is time. Except for production purposes
(input of manual corrections), the BPT does not have interro-
gation software, but consultation is possible via an interface
with SIENA.

SIENA is the base used for consulting external trade statistics.
Access is limited to the Community Institutions and other

priority users (data suppliers). SIENA contains annual data as
from 1976 and quarterly data as from 1981, based on the
Combined Nomenclature (Nimexe before 1988). Annual data
based on the SITC are available from 1977. SIENA also
contains textiles data for the period 1976—1987 inclusive.

Functionalities

The functionalities, apart from those relating to loading, archi-
ving, etc., are as follows:

on-line consultation

|

aggregate management

job entry

retrieval

interface through a program.
On-line consultation

Ve

Data are selected by combining two or more characteristics.

SIENA can also store the correlations between the CN (Ni-
mexe) codes in adjacent years and can therefore indicate the
years for which a product code is valid.

The user can ask SIENA to find the smallest product aggrega-
tion remaining stable over a given period with a specific code.

For each type of flow (import, export or balance of trade),
SIENA offers a range of 17 different tables for presentation of
the data selected. These fall into two categories:

— tables based on a permutation of two characteristics se-
lected from period, product, reparting country and trading
partner, with columns and rows;

— tables containing various types of data in columns and
rows, with one characteristic selected from period, product,
reporting country and trading partner.

The range of information thus available includes unit value
based on quantity or supplementary units, indices, annual
average growth rates, market share, etc.

Management of aggregates

It is possible through SIENA to create aggregates of product
codes and country codes selected from the various classifica-
tions (Combined Nomenclature, Nimexe, SITC, Geonomen-
clature, etc.).

Three types of aggregate are possible:

1. Physical aggregates, not only of the product classifications
CN/Nimexe (8/6/4/2/total) and SITC (5/4/3/2/11otal), but
also of the geographical zones defined in the Geonomen-
clature. These aggregates are calculated once only before
being stored in the data base.

2. System aggregates, which are calculated centrally by the
SIENA management team. The aim is to store the product
or country groupings most commonly used by the Com-
mission.

System aggregates are calculated from primary data when-
ever a user requires them.

3. User aggregates, which each individual SIENA user can
create.
These are calculated from the primary data whenever they
are requested. The user can thus create aggregates tai-
lored to the analyses to be undertaken.

An aggregate may be defined by using primary data, other
aggregates in the same group or system aggregates.
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Job entry

SIENA also offers the possibility of retrieving data from Comext
in off-line mode by job entry. The user can select a large
number of data, for which the on-line waiting time would be
prohibitive.

Retrieval

The user can also retrieve data from Comext and store them
in a file, using specified formats. They can then be re-used for
tuture applications (cf. satellite systems).

Interface through a program

If a user does not wish to retrieve and store data, but stilt wants
to use them for another application, he can call SIENAthrough
a program written in COBOL or FORTRAN. He indicates the
selection parameters and in return receives the information
required, in a specified zone.

DG1MENU software

DG1MENU is a software system developed by the Directorate-
General for External Relations. It permits the selection of
severaltable types, aggregation of products and certain calcu-
lations (market share, arithmetic mean, percentage, stc.).
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lll. Tariff and trade statistics

A. Data collection

A.1. Source

Community trade data

These figures are taken from the Comext data base described
in the previous section.

Tariff and surveillance data

These come mainly from the Taric data base set up by the
Commission’s Directorate-General for Customs Union and
Indirect Taxation. There is an annual publication on this sub-
ject.

Other information is collected on the basis of Community
legislation such as the Generalized System of Preference
arrangements, which are published each year in the Officia!
Journal and require the Member States to submit quarterly
figures for imports under this system. The national authorities
responsible for this are the same as for trade statistics (see
A.1, previous chapter), except for:

— Deutschland, Oberfinanzdirektion Dusseldorf
Zentralstelle Zollkontingente 4000 Diisseldorf 1

— Netherlands De Centrale Douaneadministratie
Afdeling Tarief 2596 H's Gravenhage

Data from non-Community countries

These are obtained either under bilateral exchange agree-
ments or through GATT (countries participating in the “Com-
mon data base” set up by the GATT Secretariat).

A.2. Subject matter

Non-Community country trade data and imports under the
preference system are presented in columns identical to those
described for special trade, i.e. reference period, reporting
country, flow, product code, trading partner. Volumes, quan-
tities and supplementary quantities are recorded for each.

The methodologies and definitions applied to statistics of im-
ports under the preference system are the same as for special
trade data, whilst those relating to non-Community country
statistics vary according to the concepts applied at national
level.

Tariff data cover all measures connected with tariff nomencla-
tures, as specified in the various Regulations, i.e.;

— rates (autonomous, consolidated or conventional)
— restrictions, quotas, ceilings
~ suspensions

— original negotiating rights

— preferences under bilateral agreements (GSP, EFTA, Me-
diterranean, ACP, etc.)

— other measures.

As well as these measures, which relate to either a heading, a
set of headings or part of a heading, information concerning
quantity restrictions and non-tariff measures is also included.

Similar information on non-Community countries is included
when available.

B. Processing operations

The various types of data undergo various processing oper-
ations. Trade data go through the following phases:

— formatting

— validation

— aggregation

— conversion into ECU

— transcodifing of products and application of correctors de-
scribed previously.

In addition, figures from non-Community countries are stand-
ardized and harmonized.

Tariff data are collected, recorded and checked. As they are
subject to constant change, they are updated continuously.

These figures are used for analysis and for feeding data banks.

C. Databases

C.1. GSP base — Generalized System of
Preferences

A specific system for import statistics based on the generalized
preferences structure has been developed, primarily to meet
the requirements of the Commission.

This system provides access to product- and country-specific
quantity limits for product/country pairs, levels of imports under
the preference scheme and levels of imports under “special
trade”.

Other retrieval, combination and tabulation facilities are also
offered, permitting the volume of preferences granted at vari-
ous levels of aggregation to be measured, together with rates
and distribution.
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C.2. Starcom base - (Tariff and

trade system)

The Starcom system, designed primarily to assist negotiators
in the GATT Uruguay Round, has becomae the reference bank

for tariff and trade information relating to both the Community
and non-Community countries. It fulfils three functions:

» datacollection
» data harmonization

+ analysis of data with a view to producing trade, tariff or
combined figures, chronological series, estimates of cus-
toms receipts, and assessments of the impact of simulated
or real tariff agreements or proposals.

The system is on the AMDAHL computer and supplies results
on screen, paper, electronic file or PC. Although ideal for use
in connection with negotiations, it can also assist analysis of
trade and/or tariff data, transition to the new conditions brought
about by the Harmonized System, calculation of levies and the
impact on own resources, and simulation exercises.

C.3. Cronos base
The multi-domain Cronos base includes several domains con-
taining non-Community country statistics.

Cronos-ZCA1 - Statistics of external trade of ACP and develo-
ping countries

This domain contains approximately 100 000 annual series on
the external trade of the ACP and southern Mediterranean
countries, in some cases going back to 1962. Please refer to
the table below for details.

The tigures are provided by the national statistical offices of the
ACP countries, either directly to Eurostat or via the United
Nations Statistical Office.

Cronos-ZPVD - Macroeconomic indicators for developing
countries

ZPVD contains macroeconomic data for developing countries,
particularly information on:

— demography and social indicators
~ geography and food policy

— national accounts

— transport and services

- external trade

— foreign aid

— external debt

40

— public finances, currencies,

— external assets

— balance of payments

— agricultural and industrial production.

This domain is the main source of the information published in
“ACP: Basic statistics”.

C.4. Trend base (External trade indices)

This base contains the indices for the Community and the
Member States divided into two main groups. The first of these
provides indices at SITC section level (one digit) broken down
by trading partner, whilst the second contains the indices
broken down by “world”, “intra-EC" and "extra-EC" at a more
detailed level, i.e. products expressed according to different
classifications (NACE-CLIO, BEC, Nimexe chapters, SITC
divisions, etc.) - a total of approximately 500 products.

This base is on the AMDAHL and is updated monthly. It is
accessible to Commission staff.

The Community indices are published in the monthly external
trade bulletin and are also stored in the ICG domain of Cronos.

C.5. COMTRADE base — External trade
statistics of the member countries of the
UNO

The Commission also uses the United Nations “COMTRADE"
data base on external trade, which contains the external trade
statistics of all the UN member countries from 1966 onwards.

The main characteristics of this data base are:

product nomenclature SITC rev.1 or rev.2
country classification: UN nomenclature
units: value = US$ 1 000

quantity = tonne and/or supplementary units
flows: imports — exports — re-exports.

In addition to using the interrogation systems developed by the
International Computing Centre (ICC), the Commission has
also created software to meet specific in-house requirements.

For further information see the section “Useful addresses” at
the end of this guide.
C.6. Non-Community countries

Figures relating to the United States and Japan are or will soon
be included in the Cronos, Comext and SIENA data bases.



Summary of the serles in Cronos-ZCA1

Reporting Collections Flows Units Products Trading
Countries SITC rev.1 Partners
66 ACP 01 Imports Values in All World, main
countries products ecomic zones,
9 southern Exports US$ 1000 together EUR 10, EUR 9,
Mediter- EUR 12, Member
ranean States, certain
countries major industri-
alized countries
02 Imports Values in Sections -
Exports US$ 1000 (SITC
quantities in one
tonnes digit)
03 Imports Values in Main World
Exports US$ 1000 groups - EUR10, EURY, EUR12
quantities in (SITC
tonnes three
digits)
04 Exports Values in Main . World, main econo-
US$ 1000 products mic zones, EUR 10,
quantities (SITC - EUR 9, EUR 12,
intonnes four and Member States,
five certain major
digits) industrialized
countries

D. Analysis of international trade
flows

Trade policy is one of the areas in which the Commission is
empowered to negotiate on behalf of the Community. It is
responsible for concluding, renewing and monitoring the ef-
fects of trade agreements with non-Community countries. Con-
sequently, it is of major importance for the Commission, other
public bodies and private economic operators to have com-
plete information on trends in Community trade in goods.
Eurostat’'s analysis of international trade doses not, of course,
aim to be all-embracing; the potential items of interest are too
numerous and often have wide repercussions in other areas.
Nevertheless, in its role of producer of primary trade statistics,
Eurostat must in the first instance provide an analytical pres-
entation of Community trade statistics so as to supply the users
of statistics with properly structured information. Furthermore,
Eurostat carries out a fairly general initial analysis of the most
recent trade figures, as well as more detailed selective studies
of special interestto the Commission or the Community overall.

The analyses carried out by Eurostat include:

an analysis of short-term economic trends, published
monthly in the external trade bulletin:

the Community’s position is evaluated in an overall context
and analysed with reference to the performance of its major
trading partners, such as the United States and Japan;

Community trade is studied in terms of both volume and
price; .

Community trade is broken down by geographical zones
and product categories;

Community trade is divided into intra-EC and extra-EC
trade;

structural studies of Community trade with certain partners
and/or for certain product groups. In general such studies
are linked to the Community’s trade policy problems and
have been prepared for the renewal of the Lomé Conven-
tion, the UNCTAD Conference, the North-South dialogue,
the Euro-Arab dialogue, relations between the EC and Latin
America or the EC and COMECON, setc.
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IV. Publications

A. Printed publications

A.1. Summary

Al printed publications are in the DIN A4 format and have a red
cover (Theme 6, External trade). They comprise one or more
volumes, depending on the publication, and contain a preface
describing the main methodological characteristics.

The following printed publications on Community external
trade are currently available:

Series A, YEARBOOKS:

— External trade — statistical yearbook multilingual, approx.
170 pages

Series B, SHORT-TERM TRENDS:

— External trade - monthly statistics EN/FR, with multilingual
glossary, 11 issues per year, approx 180 pages per issue.

Series C, ACCOUNTS, SURVEYS AND STATI-
STICS:

~ Analytical tables DE/EN/FR, with multilingual glossary, ap-
prox. 7 000 pages

— Generalized System of Tariff Preferences (GSP)

Series D, STUDIES AND ANALYSES:

— “EC-Mediterranean trade”, published in 1988
— “EC-Yugoslavia trade”, published in 1988

— “Analysis of EC-DC trade in agriculture 1970-1986", pub-
lished in 1989

— ‘“Statistical analysis of EC trade in high technology pro-
ducts” (in preparation)

— “EC-Latin Americatrade 1979-1987" (in preparation)
- “EC-COMECON trade 1979-1987" (in preparation)
— "Analysis of EC-NIC trade” (in preparation)

Serles E, METHODS:

— Nomenclatures and correlation tables.

A.2. Statistical yearbook

The yearbook is divided into three parts:

— Comments and charts

At the beginning of the publication there are comments on
Community trade in recent years, together with charts illustrat-
ing trade trends and structures.

— Community trade

Annual series since 1958:

Table 1: General summary of EC trade by country

Table 2: Trends in EC trade with its main non-EC
partners

Table 3: General summary of EC trade by

commodity
Trends in EC trade by country

Table 4: World, intra-EC, extra-EC

Table 5: Intra-EC by Member State

Table 6: Main zones

Table 7: Trends in EC trade by SITC sections

Table 8: Indices of volume and average value EC
summary

Table 9: Conversion rates

— EC and world trade

Part three describes the Community trade situation in the
context of world trade and the main non-Community countries’
trade.

Table A: Trade by country

Table B: Trade by commodity

Table C: Origin and destination of world exports

Table D: Trends in the trade of the main non-
Community countries

Table E: EC and main non-Community partners’

share in the trade of each country
Geonomenclature
Economic zones

Sources

A.3. Monthly statistics

The monthly publication contains the latest information on
short-term trends in the external trade of the Community and
the Member States and on the Community’s share of the trade
of the major non-Community countries. Each issue comprises
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afixed section of thirteen tables and a variable section contain-
ing a commentary, charts and special tables.

Fixed section -
General summary of trade by country:
Table 1:
Table 2:

Annual and quarterly figures
Monthly figures

General summary of trade by commodities:

Table 3: Annual and quarterly figures

Table 4: Monthly figures

Trends in trade by country:

Table 5: World, intra-EC, extra-EC

Table 6: Intra-EC trade by Member State

Table 7: Main zones

Trends in trade by commodities:

Table 8: SITC sections

Trade by partner countries:

Table 9: All commodities (cumulative monthly fi-
gures)

Table 10: SITC sections and main partner coun-
tries (cumulative quarterly figures)

Indices:

Table 11: Volume and average value indices

Trade of main non-Community countries:

Table 12: Trends in total trade and trade with the

EC (EUR 12)
Convaersion rates:

Table 13: Member States, USA, Japan, Switzer-

land
Geonomenclature
Economic zones
Sources
Variable section
Commentary and table containing latest figures

The commentary describes recent trends in EC trade, taking
account of Eurostat's latest estimates.

Charts

Each month a new subject is chosen, and the relevant charts
produced, e.g. EC trade with developing countries, USA,
Japan, etc.

Special tables:
These appear only four times a year.

— EC trade in agricultural products. Cumulative quarterly
values and quantities.

— ECtrade in petroleum and petroleum products. Cumulative
quarterly values and quantities.

Balance of payments

A supplement on the balance of payments is attached to the
publication every three months.
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This covers the concepts and definitions used in the balance
of payments, and provides the latest data on the global balance
of payments for each Member State, the USA and Japan.

It also contains tables comparing the main balances of pay-
ments of the industrialized countries.

A.4. Analytical tables

Ad.1.

The analytical tables for external trade are published annually.
They contain detailed results at the lowest level of the Com-
bined Nomenclature {Nimexe up to 1987).

Description

There are two series of 12 volumes (A-L) “Products by country”
for imports and exports expressed in tarms of value, quantity
and supplementary units, plus two volumes (Z) "Countries by
product” for imports and exports expressed in terms of value
and quantity. Sy R

Products broken down by country:

Vol.A, chap. 1-24:  Live animals; anima! and crop products;
fats and oils; foodstufts, beverages and
tobacco

Vol. B,chap.

25-27: Mineral products

Vol., chap.

28-38: Products of the chemical or allied indus-
tries

Vol.. D,chap.

39-43: Plastics, rubber, hides, skins, leather,
furskins and articles thereof; saddlery;
travel goods

Vol.E, chap.

44-49: Wood, cork, paper, paperboard and ar-
ticles thereof; basketware and wicker-
work

Vol.F, chap.

50-67: Textiles and textile articles; footwear;
headgear; umbrellas and sun umbrellas;
etc.

Vol.G, chap

68-71: Articles of stone, plaster, cement, etc.;
ceramic products; glass andglassware,
natural pearls, precious or semi-precious
stones, jewellery; coins

Vol.H, chap.

72-73: Iron and steel

Vol.l, chap.

74-83: Base metals (excluding iron and steel)
and articles thereof

Vol.J, chap.

84-85: Machinery, mechanical and electrical
appliances

Vol.K, chap.

86-89: Transport equipment



Vol.L, chap.

90-: Optical, photographic, cinematographic,
measuring, checking, precision, medical
or surgical instruments and apparatus;
clocks and watches; musical instru-
ments; sound recorders and reprodu-
cers; arms and ammunition;
miscellaneous products

Countries broken down by product:

Vol. Z: Economic zones and individual trading
partners at the aggregated level of the

product classification (two digits) = Har-
monized System chapters (CCCN chap-
ters up to 1987).

In addition to these publications on special trade, there are two
volumes.on imports under the GSP:

Vol. 1: Classification by product
Vol. 2: Classification by country

The format of these publications is described on the following
pages.
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CONTENTS OF MONTHLY STATISTCS

Reporting Flows Units Products as per SITC rev. 2 Trading Table
country (rev. 3 as from 1.1.1988) partners number

Figures for 3 years, nine quarters and 19 months
(Tables 1 and 2 = 3 years, nine quarters and 13 months; Tables 3 and 4 = 1 year, five quarters and 13 months)

EUR 12 Imports Values All products together Economic zones Tab. 1
Exports + 85 main Tab. 2
trading partners
EUR 12 Imports Values SITC-1 sections World Tab.3
Exports SITC-2 divisions Intra-EC Tab. 4
Extra-EC
EUR 12 + Imports Values All products together World Tab.5
Exports Exports as % Intra-EC
Balance of imports. Extra-EC
change
Imports Values All products together Member States Tab. 6
Imports Values All products together 9 zones, USA, Tab. 7
Exports Change” Japan
imports Values SITC-1 sections World Tab. 8
Exports Change” Intra-EC
Extra-EC
EUR 12 Imports Indices: SITC-1 sections grouped together Intra-EC Tab. 11
Exports Volume + Extra-EC
average
value
20 non-Com- Imports Values All products together World Tab. 12
munity countries  Exports EUR 12

Cumulative quarterly data

EUR 12 Imports Values SITC-1 sections Zones + 88 Tab. 10

Exports Change” main trading
partners

imports Quantities Main agricultural product categories 7 zones Tab. 14
Exports Values according to SITC
Imports Quantities Regulated agricultural products 11 zones + USA Tab. 15
Exports Values
Imports Quantities Petroleum and petroleum products Main trading Tab. 16
Exports Values partners

Conversionrates

Member States, USA, 5 years, 13 quarters, 25 individual months, 25 cumulative months
Japan, Switzerland

1)% change compared with the corresponding period of the previous year.
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A.5. GSP statistics

Under the terms laid down by the United Nations Conference
on Trade and Devselopment (UNCTAD), the European Econ-
omic Community offers generalized tariff preferences for im-
ports of certain products originating from developing countries.

Here EUROSTAT presents statistics on the value of imports
having benefited from the generalized system of tariff preferen-
ces (GSP) in comparison with statistics on special trade im-
ports.

These show to what extent the developing countries have used
the system and what were the products concerned.

The products are described using the serial number taken from
the Official Journal in whichthe annual Regulationis published.

This printed edition presents the statistics broken down by
product (volume 1: GSP 1444) or by trading partner (volume
2: GSP 2444). The same tables are available on microfiche.

A.6. Nomenclatures and equivalences

Since 1 January 1988 the Combined Nomenclature (CN) or the
Taric development thereof plus, where appropriate, an addi-
tional code for extra-Community imports has been used as the
product classification, replacing the Nimexe. This represents a
relatively far-reaching change, and Eurostat has produced the
following publications:

— Nimexe 87-CN 88 correlation table

— CN 88-Nimexe 87 correlation table

— Nimexe year-on-year correlation tables since 1976.
These are in addition to the following annual publications:

— CN self-explanatory descriptions (available in French and
English, and soon in German)

—~ Index to the CN (in preparation)

— Correlation tables

CN-SITC rev.3, NACE/CLIO (D), regulated agricultural pro-
ducts, textile categories, SU

— Correlationtables

SITC rev.3 - CN
NACE/CLIO(D) - CN
Regulated agricultural products — CN
Textile categories — CN
SuU - CN

— CN confidentiality notes

B. Microfiches

B.1. Characteristics

Microfiches are size 14 x 10 cm and are divided into three
parts, described below:

— aheading, which can be consulted directly;

— the reproduction, reduced to 1/42 of 206 original-size
pages, which can be consulted on the screen of a micro-
fiche reader restoring the pages to their original size. A
reader/reproducer can be used to make enlarged photo-
copies of each page. For external trade statistics, each
page corresponds to a table or part of a statistical table
described in the various modules of the general pro-
gramme. The microfiches contained in a module are num-
bered;

— an alphanumerical index on the last page (position M 16)
of each microfiche. This index can be used to locate the
page and position the microfiche correctly in the reader.
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B.2. Schematic description of

subject matter of microfiche publications

Combined Nomenciature: Product/country tables

SCE 1111 - CN Subheading 8
(Nimexe 6 up to 1987)

Imports/exports

Values and quantities

All statistical procedures together

Available since 1976

Quarterly

Number of microfiches: 220 per period (Nimexe 170)

SCE 1112 - CN Subheading 8 - SU
(Nimexe 6 - SU up to 1987)

Imports/exports

Supplementary units

All statistical procedures together

Available since 1976

Quarterly

Number of microfiches: 30 per period (Nimexe 20)

SCE 1120 - HS Subheading

Imports/exports

Values and quantities

All statistical procedures together
Available since 1988

Quarterly

Number of microfiches: 130 per period

SCE 1121 - HS Heading
(Nimexe 4 up to 1987)

Imports/exports

Values and quantities

All statistical procedures together

Available since 1976

Quarterly

Number of microfiches: 45 per period (Nimexe 20)

SCE 1131 - HS Chapter
(Nimexe 2 up to 1987)

Imports/exports

Values and quantities

All statistical procedures together
Avaijlable since 1976

Quarterly

Number of microfiches: 7 per period

SCE 1181 - CN Subheading 8

Imports/exports

Values and quantities

Excluding processing traffic (statistical procedure 1 only)
Available since 1988

Annual

Number of microfiches: 200 per year

SCE 1182 - CN Subheading 8 - SU

Imports/exports

Supplementary units

Excluding processing traffic (statistical procedure 1 only)
Available since 1988

Annual

Number of microfiches: 30 per year
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SCE 1191 - CN Subheading 8
Processing traffic
(SCE 1119 - Nimexe 6 up to 1987)

Imports/exports

Values and quantities

Breakdown by statistical procedure
Available since 1977

Quarterly

Number of microfiches: 120 per period

SCE 1192 - CN Subheading 8
Processing traffic - SU
(SCE 1118 - Nimexe 6 up to 1987)

Imports/exports

Supplementary units

Breakdown by statistical procedure
Available since 1977

Quarterly

Number of microfiches: 20 per period

SCE 1151 - Regulated agricultural products

Imports/exports of agricultural products subject to Community
regulation

Values and quantities

All statistical procedures together

Available since 1987

Quarterly

Number of microfiches: 2 per period

Combined Nomenclature: Country/product tables
SCE 2112 - CN Subheading 8/6/4/2
(Nimexe 6/4/2 up to 1987)

Imports/exports

Values and quantities

All statistical procedures together

Available since 1979

Quarterly

Number of microfiches per period: 500 (Nimexe approx. 270)

SCE 2113 - CN Subheading 8/6/4/2

Imports/exports

Values and quantities

Excluding processing traffic (statistical procedure 1 only)
Available from 1988

Annual

Number of microfiches per year: 570

SCE 2119 - CN Subheading 8/6/4/2
(Nimexe 6/4/2 up to 1987)
Processing traffic

Imports/exports

Values and quantities

Breakdown by statistical procedure

Available since 1977

Quarterly

Number of microfiches per period: 450 (Nimexe approx. 200)

SCE 2151 - Regulated agricultural products

Imports/exports of agricultural products subject to Community
regulation

Values and quantities

All statistical procedures together

Available since 1976

Quarterly

Number of microfiches per period: 6



SITC' :Products/countries
SCE 1311 -SITC S5

Imports/exports

Values and quantities

All statistical procedures together
Available since 1976

Quarterly

Number of microfiches per period: 60

SCE 1312 - SITC5-SU

Imports/exports

Supplementary units

All statistical procedures together
Available since 1976

Quarterly

Number of microfiches per period: 7

SCE 1321 -SITC 3

Imports/exports

Values and quantities

All statistical procedures together
Available since 1976

Quarterly

Number of microfiches per period: 13

SCE 1331 -SITC 2

Imports/exports

Values and quantities

All statistical procedures together
Available since 1976

Quarterly

Number of microfiches per period: 2

SCE 1341 - SITC 1

Imports/exports

Values and quantities

All statistical procedures together
Available since 1976

Quarterly

Number of microfiches per period: 2

SCE 1351 - Agricultural products

Imports/exports of agricultural products
Values and quantities

All statistical procedures together
Available since 1975

Quarterly

Number of microfiches per period: 2

SITC': Countries/products
SCE 2311 - SITC 5/4/3/2/1

Imports/exports

Values and quantities

All statistical procedures together
Available since 1976

Quarterly

Number of microfiches per period: 100

SCE 2351 - Agricultural products

Imports/exports of agricultural products
Values and quantities

All statistical procedures together
Available since 1975

Quarterly

Number of microfiches per period: 2

1 1978 —1987; SITC rev. 3: from 1988.

NACE/CLIO: Countrles/products
SCE 2911 - NACE/CLIO 3/2/1

Imports/exports

Values and quantities

All statistical procedures together
Available from 1976 to 1987
Quarterly

Number of microfiches per period: 15

SCE 2912 - NACE/CLIO R44/R25/R6

Imports/exports

Values and quantities

All statistical procedures together
Available since 1976

Quarterly

Number of microfiches per period: 14

Textiles nomenclature: Products/countries
SCE 1551 - Textiles

Imports/exports

Values and quantities

All statistical procedures together
Available since 1988

Quarterly

Number of microfiches per period: 5

SCE 1552 - Textiles - SU

Imports/exports

Supplementary units

All statistical procedures together
Available since 1988

Number of microfiches per period: 2

Countries/products
SCE 2553 - Textlles

Imports/exports

Values and quantities

All statistical procedures together
Available since 1988

Quarterly

Number of microfiches per period: 5

GSP 1444

Imports

Values, quantities and additional quantities
available from 1987

Quarterly

Number of microfiches per period: 20
Classified by products benefiting

GSP 2444

Imports

Values, quantities and supplementary units
Available from 1987

Quarterly

Number of microfiches per period: 20
Classified by countries benefiting

1 SITCrev. 1: 1976 and 1977; SITC rev. 2: 1978-1987; SITC rev. 3. from 1988.
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C. Magneticfiles Density: 6250 BPI

Label: Standard IBM
External trade statistics, classification tables and details of Record format: F (fixed)
equivalence between various classfications are available on .
magnetic tape. External trade statistics files have the following Record length: 39
specifications: Block length: 15600 (400)
Sorting: 1-18
Structure of external trade data record
Positions Zone designation
1 ) Flow 1 = Impornt
2 = Export
2-10 Product code, left-justified
11 Geographical grouping code
0 = country
1 = grouping
12-14 Trading partner code according to Geonomenclature
15 Statistical procedure
16-18 Reporting country code according to Geonomencilature
19-25 Values in 1 000 ECU S9 (13) compact 3
26 -32 Quantities (weight in tonnes) S9 (13) compact 3
33 -39 Supplementary units S9 (13) compact 3
The use of magnetic files is subject to certain restrictions as The following publications are available on magnetic tape:
set outin the general conditions of sale, cf. "Useful information”
section.
I Special trade - imports and/or exports
Ref. No Title Description
OBNC Classification Imports and/or exports comprising special trade of the Member States of the

European Community according to the eight-digit Combined Nomenclature (CN),
with the following characteristics:

Reporting countries (Member States)

Trading partners (country of origin or of consignment in the case of imports,
country of destination in the case of exports)

Statistical procedure

Statistical value

Net weight

Supplementary units of measurement for certain goods

OBN| Nimexe Imports/and or exports comprising special trade of the Member States of the
European Community according to the six-digit Nomenclature of goods for the
externaltrade statistics of the Community and statistics of trade between Member
States (Nimexe), with the following characteristics:

Reporting countries (Member States)

Trading partners (country of origin or of consignment in the case of imports,
country of destination in the case of exports)

Statistical procedure

Statistical value

Net weight

Supplementary units of measurement for certain goods
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N. Réf.

Titre

Description

OBTD

CCT

Imports and/or exports comprising special trade of the Member States of the
European Community according to the Nomenclature of products in the Common
Customs Tariff (CCT) compiled from Nimexe data. Same characteristics as the
OBNI tape for the six-digit CCT codes.

OoBCT

SITC

Imports and/or exports comprising special trade of the Member States of the
European Community acording to the UN Standard International Trade Classifi-
cation, rev.3 (SITC rev.2 up to 1987). These statistics are compiled from Nimexe
data and have the same characteristics as the OBNI tape for the products as per
the SITC five-digit codes.

OBNS

Classifications

Imports and/or exports comprising special trade of the Member States of the
European Community and classified according to the specific nomenclatures
based on the Nimexe, with the same characteristics as the OBNI tape. The
existing classifications are:

— Combined Nomenclature (eight-digit, six-digit, four-digit, three-digit)

— Nimexe (six-digit, four-digit, two-digit)

— SITC (five-digit, four-digit, three-digit, two-digit and one-digit)

- NACE/CLIO

—  Textile categories

— Regulated agricultural products

OBCO

Code tables

Product code tables with description according to Combined Nomenclature
according to Nimexe (upto 1987) accordingto SITCrev.3 (SITC rev.2upto 1987)
according to another nomenclature (textiles, NACE/CLIO, agricultural products)

OBRE

Correlation tables

Tables showing correlations between the product codes used in two different
classifications
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D. OTHER MEDIA

Diskettes/CD-ROM

External trade statistics subsets are available on diskette.

Standard products are being defined, as a prerequisite for the
general use of diskettes. The relevant information will be
available in due course.

At the same time, the supply on CD-ROM of detailed monthly
external trade figures for the major sectors of activity is being
considered.
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European Communities — Commission

External trade statistics — User’s guide — Third edition 1990
Luxembourg: Office for Official Publications of the European Communities
1990 — 65 pp. — 21.0 x 29.7 cm

Theme 6: Foreign trade (red covers)
Series E: Methods

ES, DA, DE, GR, EN, FR, IT, NL, PT
ISBN 92-826-1366-6
Catalogue number: CA-58-90-069-EN-C

Price (excluding VAT) in Luxembourg: ECU 12.50

Eurostat's aim in publishing the third edition of this guide is to assist the users of its
external trade statistics.

This publication provides the indispensable basic methodological information required
by the individual user and helps him find his way through the mass of statistical material
produced by Eurostat.

The guide contains a list and a description of Eurostat’s printed publications and
publications on microfiche and magnetic tapes, with prices and subscription terms, and
also informs the user whether the data bases and information can be accessed via
public data communications networks.
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