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Judge o f  t h e  Court o f  F i r s t  ~ n s t a n c e *  o f  t h e  European Cornun i t ies  

One does n o t  know what changes the  f u t u r e  holds f o r  t he  European Community 

bu t  i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  changes are on t h e  way and t h a t  these w i l l  have 

s i g n i f i c a n t  i m p l i c a t i o n s  fo r  t h e  j u d i c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  the  Community. The 

f u l l  e f f e c t s  o f  Spain, Greece and Portugal j o i n i n g  t h e  Community have no t  

y e t  been f e l t .  The I n t e r n a l  Market has n o t  y e t  been establ ished.  But, 

a1 ready, t h e  po l  i t i c a l  leaders o f  Europe are d iscuss ing  n o t  on l y  monetary bu t  

a l so  p o l i t i c a l  union. Moreover t he re  i s  t he  quest ion o f  the  poss ib le  

expansion o f  t h e  Community. Already a l a r g e  number o f  European States are 

queuing up t o  be admitted. Besides t h e r e  i s  t he  problem o f  t he  "European 

Economic Space" and o f  a poss ib le  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  r e 1  a t i onsh ip  between the  

European Economic Community and the  European Free Trade area. 

Any such p o l i t i c a l  changes must have s i g n i f i c a n t  e f f e c t s  on the  work- load 

and t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  Community Courts. Such changes may a l so  a f f e c t  t he  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  European Court o f  J u s t i c e  and the  Court o f  F i r s t  

Instance. But i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  d iscuss the  l e g a l  imp1 i c a t i o n s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  

changes which have n o t  taken p lace and may never t ake  place. I t  seems more 

use fu l  t h e r e f o r e  t o  s t ress  the  l e g a l  p r i n c i p l e s  which appear t o  be important  

f o r  t h e  Community and which should guide any f u t u r e  p o l i t i c a l  changes. 

* 
The views expressed are personal views and not necessarily those of my colleagues. 
















