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TOURISM IN EUROPE

Key Figures 1995-96

Support to decision-makers, through providing the tools for a better
understanding of the tourist industry and its evolving markets, is
essential in order to successfully define long-term strategies. This is an
essential element in the contribution which we can make to ensuring the
competitiveness of European tourism.

- Following work jointly undertaken by the Member States and the
European Commission, an overview of recent trends and flows in
tourism at the national and European level is presented in this special
issue; this shows the progress made in the collection and dissemination
of statistical information in this field.

The facts and figures shown confirm the rapid changes affecting the
tourism markets and the importance of tourism activities for the
economies of European countries. They illustrate also the need to meet
the challenges of quality, competition, and to counter the growing
attraction of emerging tourist destinations outside Europe.

We believe that, by encouraging partnership among all the parties
concerned at regional, national and European level, there is scope to
improve the dynamism of European tourism, to bring about balanced
and sustainable tourism development, and to ensure better satisfaction
of tourists' requirements.

This publication will make an important contribution to the ability of
the public and the private sector to keep in touch with the key trends
affecting tourism in Europe, and to better develop their policies and
strategies as a result.

ichel Vandg¢ eele

Director General DG XXIII
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Technical Note

The data used are based on the Eurostat information system "TOUR”. Due to some differences in
methodological approaches used by the countries data is not completely harmonised and thus not
comparable. '

The terminology specific to tourism used in this publication is fully in line with the definitions developed
by the World Tourism Organisation and the Eurostat Methodology on Tourism Statistics.

na = not available
Terms and definitions:

TOURISM is the activities of persons travelling to and staying in places outside their usual environment
for not more than on consecutive year for leisure, business and other purposes.

Domestic tourism™ comprises the activities of residents of a given area travelling only within that area, but
outside their usual environment;

Inbound tourism as comprises the activities of non-residents travelling in a given area that is outside their
usual environment;

Outbound tourism comprises the activities of residents of a given area travelling to and staying in places
outside that area (and outside their usual environment).

Internal tourism comprises domestic and inbound tourism;

National tourism comprises domestic and outbound tourism;

International tourism comprises inbound and outbound tourism.

VISITORS: persons travelling to a place other than that of his/her usual environment for less than twelve
consecutive months and whose main purpose of travel is other than the exercise of an activity
remunerated from within the place visited.

TOURISTS: overnight visitors

INTERNATIONAL TOURISTS: international visitors who stays at least one night in collective or private
accommodation in the country visited.

The term "Domestic™ in the tourism context differs from its use in the System of National Accounts. In the national accounts context it
refers to activities and expenditures of both residents and non-residents travelling within the given area, which in tourism terms is domestic
and inbound tourism.
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TOURIST ACCOMMODATION is any facility that regularly or occasionally provides overnight
accommodation for visitors.

COLLECTIVE ACCOMMODATION ESTABLISHMENTS are establishments which provide overnight
lodging for the traveller in a room or some other unit. The number of places it provides must be greater
than a specified minimum amount for groups of persons exceeding a single family unit and all the places
in the establishment must come under a common commercial-type management, even if it is non-
profitmaking.

HOTELS AND SIMILAR ESTABLISHMENTS are collective accommodation establishments typified as
being arranged in rooms, in numbers exceeding a specified minimum, and as providing certain services
including room services and daily bed-making and cleaning of the sanitary facilities.

OTHER _COLLECTIVE ACCOMMODATION AND SPECIALISED ESTABLISHMENTS are the
remaining types of tourist accommodation belonging to the division of collective accommodation
establishments. Such establishments are intended for tourists, may be non-profitmaking, coming under a
common management, providing minimum common services (not necessarily room service), and not
necessarily being arranged rooms but perhaps in dwelling-type units, campsites or collective dormitories
and often engaging in some activity besides accommodation, such as health care, social welfare or
transport.

INTERNATIONAL ARRIVALS: Data refers to arrivals and not the actual number of people travelling.
One person visiting the same country several times during the year is counted each time as a new arrival.
Likewise, the same person visiting several countries during the same trip is counted each time as a new
arrival.

INTERNATIONAL TOURISM RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES: Balance of Payments data are in
line with the definitions of the International Monetary Fund. The ”Balance of Payments” is defined as
the record of a country’s international transactions with the rest of the world (or, in other words,
transactions of its residents with non-residents). Data in this publication focuses on transactions
concerning “Travel”. ”Travel” covers goods and services acquired from an economy by non-resident
travellers during their stay on the territory of that economy and for their own use. It excludes receipts and
expenditures for international transport.
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