
COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES

GENERAL SECRETARIAT

PRESS RELEASE

5BoO/81 (presse 45)

698th Cor:ncil meetlng

- Transpott _

Brussels , 26 L[arch 19Bt
President: I,;r D.S. t[r]JNI\,iAN,

Ldnister of fhansport and. I'Iater Controlof the Kingdorn- of the Netherland.s

Presse 45 - G



-2- 26;rIr.81

Ihe Governments of the }le.nber States and, the Commission
of the rr-uropean Ccn^uor.mities we-re represented as follows:
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M:' vol-ker iliIIFF -necleral l,Iinister of llransport
i\[r lleinz iiiiIIYAU State See;-e-ta::?*r

tr'eceral l,lJ-rir s'6ry of fransport

Erggggs

trflr Georges PANAGIOTOPfiILOS l,Iinister of communications
ilIr Jean ]fIGORiS Minister of Sripping

Er33s9:

Mr Jean COSIEf, Director*Gen e::a1,
I''linisrry of frar:.sport

lrgim9;
Iulr Pad,raig FlffiN illinister of Sta.te,

I&ltiisiry of Ti'ansport
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Iffr Josy BALTiIET, I,E-rister of fi.aarsport,' Comrurin.ica-Eions ancL lnforuaties
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Member
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REI"ATIONS ll[ITH pim PARTIAL'ENTARI. cOivI[I.TlEE oN TFAI{sPog

At the begiru:ing of the meeti.ng, the president gave
an accor.mt of his meeting on 19 February in Brussels
with the connittee on [ransport of the European parlia^uent,
at which he had in parbicurar indicated that the presid.ency
lntend.ed to achieve progress in ir,rplementing various
measures lnvolvecl in Corunmi.ty transport policy.

tr\rthermore, the President stressed the importanee
attached. by the I[embers of Parlianent to the following
a^reas 3

- improvement of transport infrastnretr:res;

- s€E transport, in partlcular the dangers to competition
posed. by State-trading eountrles and the protection of
eoasts against sea pollution;

- the liberali zing of rtrl-es on air transport withln the
Cornm.tnity.

58oo e/Bt (rresse 45) erd.fiil{nt ..'r/ . . .
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TtrICNITT TASI$

Continulng the C.iseussiors started at its p:revious
1

meeting ( '), the Coi.lncil approved. the list' cf the following
main toplcs to be given prlor.ity du-ring trre ;oeriod. u.p to the
ena of 1983:

= improving tlie situatron of railrryaysl

= continulng measr-lres to harmonize cond.itions of competii;ion;

= implementing u.easures rn th.e fleld of transr)ort infrastruc-
ture;

= d.eveioping combined. forms of transpcrt;

= facilitatlng fronti.cr erosslngj

= inrprovirrg the operation of the transport inartrcet, in
particular international transport ;

= lmprovlng the efficiency a;nd. safet3r of tra.nsport;

= bettering scclai conditions in the tr.ansport field;

= eontinuing the work in halr.d on sea and air tra::.sport in
accordance with the conclusions reacheo by the Council
at its previous meetings,.

= soll'ing the trrobl-ems ]-ilceI;.' 1q arise i-n eonnection with
intra-Cornmunltr' t.'airsit via third. countries.

This iist, the orcler of whlch d.oes no'b ind.icate the
ord.er of priority of the toprcs to be rlealt lvlth, will
provid.e a basis for the Councilts future d.iscussions on
transport "

-.,:r---(') See Press Release 119E1/& (kesse 182) of 4.XII.BO
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RArtlyAY Pol,rctr

Following an in-depth cliscussion of Comunity railway
policy, the Council instnrcted the Permanent Representatlves
Crrr';n.ittee to exa^nine in de'.;ail- ccrtain probl-ens not yet
s,';li':d. and to finalize a c-Lta"-ilr.. C:::r..c',-i iJ:,.;r.;_':-'Lic:r i.n the
i-i,gl:t of the cor:nents raacl'.: ::;" ." :'..(:.).,cJ :.:c.l- .i;'',.-.t:;s r,,.;,ing
t,h.e ri.iscussions, j-rr ord.er' L-c e:"rc.oie the Couurcil to tailce

a decision on this matter at its next meeting.

-il"I1E-I8E-IUR3I;

Continu.ing the d.iscu.ssions started. at its lcrevious
mectjrlssr i-n p;:rtieular cr: 23 November 1978 ancl 4 Deeember 19BO?

the Colrngil noteri iha.-b ii lvas irot yet able to take a

dccis'i.on at thj.s stage. It stressed. the neeil. to exaffj:re
the Corti::-,gsi.on proposal -'in 3r+ater d-etail and instmctcd.
t.lr-.: -.-',-..1':i,tr-rr'iir' 

-.e1:resenj;;ii','es Committee to speed. up
ri.i-c.:'.:.ssi.c-rs c)i-'. ,,his quesl:lcir so as to be able to report
back to it in i;iuie for i"bs next meeting,

.r./...

i
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con0{uNrrr QUoTA

Contlnuing its discussion of 4 December 19BO (1),
the Courci-l re-exa^urined. the problems raised by a possible
increase in the Community quota for the carriage of goods

by road bett^reen I',{ember States.

Certain d.elegations stressed the econcmic and political
importance of increasing the Coinmxrity quota. Other
d.elegations pointed to the necd. to ualre substantial progress
i.n Coianrunity railway policy and. in the harmonization of
cond.itions of ccmpetition.

At the end of the di.scussion, the President noted. that
the Counei'l was not able to take a decisi-on at its present
meeting, and the Cotmcil instmcted. the Perma;.rent Eepresentatlves
Corunittee to speed. up d.iscussions on the basis in particular
of the Cor,:i:iissiolr. proposal,

WATTING TN,ES AT trM,Ot{IIEN .CNOS.STNG.POINTS

After d.iscussing waiting times at frontier crossing
poi.:ets in intra-Comrnmity transport, including transit via
third countries, the Council requested the Comnission to
submit a report before the end of 1961 together where
approprlate, with proposals for measures likeIy to red.uce
waiting times at frontier crossing-poi.nts, taking a.ccount
of the necessary controls and. the nature of the good,s camied.

[Ir contogeorgis, Member of the corurission responsible
for transport qucstlons, said that the commission intend.ed.
to submit a d.raft Directive on this in the near future.

(ft S"" 
""*= 

Rerease
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COI.IBINED ROAD/BAI T TRANSPOET

the Cor-mci1 adopted in the official languages of the
Cornmr.rnities the Decision on the opening of negotiations betvveen

the Com.r:u:..: -Iy and tit:-rC cciurtries on amangements for certain
types c-' il'.;'rj-rotit'ni1 corbi::e d roa.drlrail carriage of goods,

and. ad-c1,';':d- 'il.:e nei'o-bi.ating directives for the Commission'

|Ihe aim of these negotiations is to reach a€reements

between ihe European Economic Goumr-mity ancl. third cor.rniries

avoi.c:ing ccrnbined. carriage within the Concraunity being
sui:,;l:', l:c r.it-ferent amangements depend'ing on whether the
rclr-i,je cr(';.rlCe1.fled lies lvhOlly within the Conrnmity Or between
ISenrber States and third. countri-es,

encouraging greater use of this method. for the international
carriag6 of [oods betrveen Member States and third countries,

con'bributing, by reducing traffic, to _improving road.. safety
while aai thE'same tine forming part of an environmental
protec'bion measltre.

5BOo e/Bl (Presse 45) era/ttt/ch .../...
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ft gre_-EliEr.JRqlrr.,BEUul,rNJrlR-c.tT_glp-JEE_s-R_E4sr.

FolLo,ring the {l.ecr-sion of 4 Dece;nber- i!BJ, the cor.rrcil
adopted in thr c:lfrcic..,- iar5.u'r1es of il..e r;:unr_rrities the
Decision laying dolrt: tire detarled- arl:ai.lgeiri.-jtts for the
coll-ection of info;:ination concerning the activities of carriers
participating in cargo liner traffic betvueen tire Member states
ancl. 'the Far East.

fn accordance vrith this Decision, the Menrber States vri11
gather information concerrring inter alia liner ser.vices, the
tonna6e ca:'ried, and. the freight rates for liner trafij-c
between tl:e ports of the community and Japan, Taiwan,
Hong Kong, Maraysia, si-ngapoz'e, the Republlc of Korea.
the Philippines ancL fhailand. This i-nformatlon coLjec.{;ion
operation will take place from 1 July 1 981 to 31 December 1982,

OTHER TRAITSPORT QUESTTONS

The cotrrcil arso toorc noi;e of a statenent by the
comrnission on sumjner tiine, transpo:-t relations urith Airstria,
the draft Directive on the adjustnent of irational systems cf
taxing commerelar vehieles, the duty-free entry of fueL cor-
tained in the tanks of commercial vehicles and on price
flxing for internatlonaL transport by rai1.

5B0o e/81 (presse 45) erd.fiNr/ch



-I-
26. rrr.B 1

I,IISC,ETIANIIOUS DECI SIONS

ftre Council adopted, in the officlal languages of
the conmuniti.esr the Decision on the concrusion of the
Protocols extending for the for:rth and fifth times the
vflreat Trad.e convention ancL the Food Aid convention which
constitute the rnternational l'flreat Agreement of 1971.

rhe colurcil recorded its agreement to the forlowing six
proposars for financial and technical aid to ziubabvue:

- Reclamation of abaniloned. lanci and. intensive-colonization
programrlei

- Support for national ad.visory serviees;

- Agricultural traini.ng progranme;

- Rural health;

- Study of nlral projects (preparation of projects with a
vielv to Lomi II);

- Programr,e of technicaf,_ assistanee to the l,linistry of
Rural Development, land. and Colonization.

lhe Council also recorcled. its Egneement to the extension,
until September 1983, of the cument provisional a:rangement
ad.opted. by the Counell- on 20 September 1977 on relati-ons
between Euratom and. the fAnA concerrning sensltive
installations and. light water reactors.

Fina11y, the Couneil- ad.opted, in the official languages
of the Couim.mities, the Directive a.nend.ing Dlrective 7B/631/EEC
on the approximation of the lalvs of the lJIember States
relating to the classiflcation, paekaging and Iabelling of
d.angerous preparations (pesticid.es - postponeuent of the d.ate
of entry into force).

5800 e/Bl (Presse 45) vic/tw/jp .../...



.rr-
26, r rf,B 1

Appointnrents
--.baa*#

0n a proposal fror:n the i',lrench Governrnent, the Cotuecil

appointed. I'ir Andr6 DUI\mf, Collaborateur Cu Bureau Conf6d6ral

de Ia CGT, Inember of the lconomic and. Social Comnittee in
place of Llr Georges CROESII, t''iho has resiglxedr for the

remainder of the latterrs terra of office, which runs until
1B September 1982.

On a proposal from the Ital-iap Goverrrment, the Council

also appointed }{r Franco CHITTOIINA, Ufficio Interrrazional-e

CISI, Member of the Comrcittee of the Europeaa Social tr\md'

in place of I[r Antonio IIINIUIII, who has resigned., for the

remaind-er of the }atterts tervn of office, v'rhich runs until
9 November 1982.

58oo e/Bt (Presse 45) vtc/tfl.iil ip
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lpIE BrO (8r) 120 Arrx BUREATTX lrAllroM\rrx

i_1g-yyi_1_Tg1
PREPARATION CONSEIL TRANSPORIE il) 26 MARS 1981
(J.CARROLL)

133

re conseil Transtrnrts se tierrlra re 25 mars a Bruxelles sous lapresidence de M. Trrijrunan. ta ccrnrnission sera representee par
!t.Contogeorgis.

les travaux gnrteront sur les points suivants:

1. F" priorites dans re dcrnaine des transports jusqura ra fin
de 1983: Ie conseil a lrintention d'adopter une resorution
basee sur ra_protrnsition de Ia @nnission (co[t (gg) 5g2) du
21 octobre 1980 et ra note p-9r) mais qui serait moins 

'

contraignante que Ia @nmission aurait-soufraite. Ia Cqrmission
a jusqu'a present emis une reserve generare sur re texte
propose 5nr Ie Conseil.

2. I-a, Foritique ferroviaire de la ccnmunaute:Ia projet de
resorution devant le conseir est base sur le msnorandum a ce
sujet que ra conmission avait sor.unis le 12 decernbre 19g0
(co-l (80) 752 eL Ia Note p-L071. I.e texte de la resorution
suit dans ses grardes lignes les objectifs preconises 5nrla cqrnission (nresures d'harmonisation et dlassainisseirent) .
Les delegations allemande, belge et itarienne veulent inserer
des references concernant Ie lien a etabrir entre les mesures
de politique commune de tranq)ort (dont quotas transSnrt
routier) et rrexploitation optimale des c-atrncites du chemin
de fer.

3. I€ soutien des projets dtinteret ccnrnunautaire en matieredrinfrastructure de transport: Il s'agit de
la prolnsition que la cormission a presente en juillet r97G
et trnur laquelle le @nseil nrest pas parvenu a un accord.
Ia Presidence soumet maintenant un projet de concrusions
visant a debroquer Ie dossier. Aux termes de ces conclusions,
re soutien financier de la conrnunaute aux infrastructures de
tranE>ort serait accorde, dans un premier stade, dans deu:<
secteurs drintervention, a savoir les infrastructures
visant a faciliter les passages aux frontieres et les
instarlations gnur les transSnrts ccrnbines y compris res
secteurs maritimes et aeriens. Ies deregations danoise et
francaise ont ernis une reserve sur cette alproche.

4. Ies terps drattente aux passages frontaliers dans re transSnrt
entre Etats membres: Ie Conseil aura un echange de vtres
au sujet des entraves aux frontieres - ontroles
douaniers, veterinaire, fiscal etc.

.t.



). Oontingent ccnununautaire pour les transports de marchardises
trnr route efffectues entre Etats membress Ie Conseil
du 4 decembre 1980 a attribue a ra Grece un contingent de
75 autorisations mais nta pas reussi a atteintre un accord
sur Ia_proposition de la ccnnriseion trnur une augmentation
generale de 25t. Ia Presidence arrait envisage de reporter
cette quest,ion au mois cle juin mais suite aux demandes du
Royatune-Uni, de lrlrlarde et de la Grece, la question a
ete inscrite a lrordre du jour de ce Conseil.
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Le conseil srest termine vers 13.45 cet apres-midi avec des
resultats trnrtiels et plutot decevants.

Dr cote positif, le Conseil a adopte en lnint trAn la
decision d'entaner les negociations avec un certain ncrnbre de
;nys tiers afin d'etendre a ceux-ci le regime de
liberalisation des transtrnrts cqnbines railTroute de
marchandises qui existent entre res Etats membres. Ie conseil a
egarement adopte en lnint nA" une decision etabrissant
les npdarites de Ia colrecte dtinformations concernant
les activites des transporteurs participant aux
transports maritimes de ligne entre res Etats membres et
lfExtreme{rient (Voir Note Ip (80) 306).

Ie Conseil 4 aussi approwe une resolution au sujet des
priorites dans le dqnaine des transSnrts jusqu'a Ia fin de
1983. oorrne on gnwait sty attendre, re conseir a prefere une
version nrcins contraignante que celle prolDsee ;nr- ra ccnrnission.
Pour celle-ci, M. Contogeorgis a fait acter au proces-verbal
une declaration regrettant Ere Ie Conseil ne srest
pas engage a prendre des decisions d'ici 1983 sur les actions
prioritaires dans la liste sounise trnr la Ccnrnission.

Ie projet de resolution sur la politique ferroviaire de la
cqununaute a ete envrye au coREpER lorsque re conseil n'est Ensparvenu a rapprocher les trnints de vr.re divergents des
delegations allsnande, belge et italienne (exploitation
optimale des catrncites des chernins de fer et elimination des
distorsions de concurrence) et des autres delegations qui se
sont o[posees a I'idee de favoriser en quelque sorte 1es
chemins de fer par rapport aux autres npdes de tranqtort.

cet echec avait pour resurtat gue les delegations allernarde et
italienne se sont o[posees a leur tour a toute augmentation du
contingent ccnununautaire trnur les trans5nrts de marchandises par
route effectues entre Etats membres.

En ce qui concerne lleffort trnr la presidence de debloquer Ie
dossier "infrastructures" tout en limitant dans un prernier tertps
le soutien financier a certains secteurs (passage aux
frontieres; transSnrts cqnbines), Ies reserves francaise,
danoise et irlardaise ont ete maintenues.

Enfin, au sujet du temps drattente aux passages frontaliers, Ie
Conseil a invite Ia Corunission a lui soumettre avant Ia fin de
1981 un rapSnrt assorti, Ie cas echeant, de protrnsitions sur les
Ilesures rytes a reduire les temps d'attente.

Amities,

M.SAI$IARET,LI


