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fhe Governments of the Member states and the conmission
of the Europea:} coramunities were represented. as foLlows:

EEI&S:
Mr Wi11y CIJAXS

DsesE:
Mr Erling JEI{SE{

Minister for Eeonouio Affairs

Iflinister for Ind.ustry

9gtpgsu:

Otto Count IAMBSD0RF Fed.eral Minister for Eeononie Affairs
Dieter von WIIRZET State Seeretary,

Federal Ministry of Eeonomie Affairs

9*egg:
Mr Stephanos I/IANoS

Erance:

I\linister for fndustry and Erergy

Mr Antlrd GfRAUD

IIeIesg:
}1r Brenclan DIIITON

Italv:
Mr Filippo PAI{DOIFI

Mr Gianni DE MICHEIIS

Luxembours:
----.-I

Illiss Colette FIESCH

Mr Paul I{EIJfifNGER

I\Tinister for Ind.ustry

Ambassaclor,
Pemanent Representative

I{inister for fnclustry
Minister for State Holdings

L(inister for Economie Affalrs
State Secretary for Eeonomic Affairs
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ls!4er1spgs:
I'1r G'M.V. v&rr A.ARUNNE Minister for Economic Affairs

United Kinedom:

\1r' No:man TEtsBIf Unclen-Secretary of State,
Department of llracle

2gsplgels:
llr Gaston THORN

l4r Frangois-Xavier ORTOlf

Vieomte Etienne DAVIGNON

I{r Frarrs H.J.J. AIIDRIESSEN

Mr Karl-H einz HARJES

L[r Ivor RICHARD

Preslclent
Viee-President
Vice-?resiclent
Member

I,{ember

I'{ember

o

oo
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Council Resolution on the steel reeovenr policy

Following its Resolution of 3 i,iarch 1981, the Couneil eonfirms
the undertakings outlined therein and agrees on the following measures
to be taken to deal with the crisis facing the European steel ind.ustry.

The Council consid.ers that it will only be possible to give
lasting seeurity to the European steel industry if strict discipline
anong producers enables prices to be substantially increased as soon
as posBible and. if restnrcturing measures inevrtably involving
reductions in capacitl,'srg implemented ht the same time by-undei-
takings.

1. Objeetlve and measures to be implemented.

The objective to be achieved. is the restoration in the nedir,ur-
terrn of norrotal market conditions in whlch undertakings are pofitabl.r
i.e. they cover by ihe proceed.s from i:roduciion, without any state
aid, the eosts of the factors of prod.uction including a normal
1evel of depreclation and a reasonable rate of financing costs.

this objeetive is to be attained, the Cor:nci1 consid.ers
that

aid to steel firrucs shoul-d. be gradually phased out, within a

speclfied. period of time, and. all d.istortion of eompetition
avold.edl

overall produetion capacity should be red.uced within the Communit.rr

If
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thc prottuetloa eapaclty for the varlous categories of produet ie
shouldl aot be taereased. Conscquently the creatioa of an;r ner
productlon urlts should be offset by tbe simrLtaneous clogurc
of equivalent eepaclties by the rrndertalring or g?oup of rndertaklngs
eoncenred;

aid shoul-d be eorfined to those urd.ertaH.ags or groups of nnder-
ta,ktrgs engaged in rcstlueturlng progra@cs whieh congly with the
above obfecti,ves 6ad vrhose overaLL reeuJ.ts incLutle a reduction in
prortuctlon capacity.

AlL restructurlng dleelolons ghoul-ct be based on thts rein
obJ eotive.

fite Conmrnity urges the European steel industry to i:rtensify
its efforts to restnrctrrre and to plrase out non-eonpetltive pLant.

2t Igfofuatloa

Ihe Councll eoaelders that a trore conprehcnsLve information
syeten should be iatrod,uced to ensure gcnuine transparency wtth
rogprd to restructuring proJects, includlng their furdlng a.nd

state aid, and with regarcl to measures by the Menber States end,

authorttles to fi.nrd ptrblie enterpriBcso Sueh a system riII
euable the Conmission to cletemlne ancl to enaluate all aid
faetors more eatlsfactorLlyo

Ibe Councll uoteg that the Comni ssion will duJ,y:

- coLleet from ilember States and undertakinge tbe aeceasaqf tlata
for the cond.uet of its aids policy; (1 )

-

(t) fext of the ResoLution of 3 Mareh 1981.
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- us€ its powers to easure that rrndertakings inforu it of their
restnrctutlng plans in the franework of the objectives and,
tinetable set out; ( 1)

- continuarly complete and update, as necessarxr, the geueral
objectives for steel, coverir:g a rid,er rarge of products.

3. fnvestment poliev

Thls lmproved infor:mation, and. in particular tbe restrtrcturi.ng
plans, will prorride the basis for a more systenatic relationship
between the restnreturing objectlves nentioned. in paragraph 1 aad
lnvestment poliey (investoeot opinions aud. Comunity lending), and
for state aid d,ecisi.ons.

rhe council notes that the comissi,on vrilL use its
discretionary powers rrnder Article j4 to grant loans for investment
programmes only where proiects achieve a satisfactory d.egree of
restnrcturing.

4, Conpetition policv

(a) Ald

In its Resolution of 3 Ltareh 1981, the Couneil agreed on
the following:

ffi1rr" Resotution of 3 i\:arch 1981 .
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To restore competitiveness, d,egressive public aids will be

accepted only as a transitional measure, ffid on the cond'ition

that they contritnrte directly to the restnreturing of the
,|

seetor ( ') .

- The Cororoi,ssion wil-f confim its requirement that Gover:rments

notify in advance all public aids, speeiflc or not (1).

The Council- takes note that the Conmission will apply strictly
the provi;si-ons of its Decision No T5|/BO/ECSC and ensure, in
parbieular, that no aid. will be granted to preserve hoII-

competitiv-e capacities or to underbakings which do not make

the necessary efforts to restnrcture in aecorclanee with the

principles mentioned above (1).

fhe Conrmission will ensure fuII transparency in all public aid

funding granted to steel undertaklngs by the Comrunity and-nthe

lfember States and present a new report within two months ( ') '

The Coureell is of the opinion that no flrrther public aid schemes

in favour of the steel ind.ustry should be introduced. after
1 July 1983 (1).

-

(l) Text of the Council Resolution of 3 liarch 1981.
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Ia view of these principles the Couocll and the Comission
consicler thats

- on-ly those applicatioas for state aid can be taken into account
which are for unclertakings or g"oups of undertakings which have

d.rawn up systenatic and speeiftc recovery plans covering the various
aspects of restruetr:ring (noclernization, reduction i:r calnclty, ancl

where necessary financial restructuring) antl ensuring that they
become conpetitive again as quickly as poesible;

- the Comaission wt1I exa.mine these recoverTr plans together with their
financlngl particularJ-y applications for State aid,, on the basls of
tn6 dbJeatlves in paragraph 1. Aid proposed. for und.ertakings or
groups of unclertakings can be approved. only if it contributes to
the realization of the objectives refemecl to in paragraph 1,
includilg the overall reduction of procluction capa.clty; ( ')

- rro eid can be approvecl for r.rndertalri,:rgs or groups of undertakings
which would be responsible for a net ircrease in the productioa
capacity for a product for whlch there is not a grorth narket.

aI l,rh"; d""iding o4 aitt applications strbnitted to it as part of
restnreturtng p1ans, the Conmission wiLl take account-of the
special position of Menber States which only have a single steel
unclertaking, with a verlf slight inpact on the Comqnity-market.

5801 e/9't (Presse 46) sra/cnn/pe .../.. .



-9- 26/27.rrr.81

Ihe Cotarct1 tberefore requests the Conmission to replacer Bs

quickly as possi.ble aad tn any eaae before 30 June 1981,

Decisisn 257/8O/frSC by a Eefi Declsion based. on the principLes eet
out in this Resolu.tloar and on the erperience gainecl in i-nplementing
the eument Decision.

The Comissim is requestetl to report on other EeaEures whieh
distort coupetiti.oa between rmd,ertakings operating within the coumon

market and to consid.er wlu,t oeasurres can be taken.

The Courcil notes that the Comission confirre that lt wiLL nake
every effort to ensnre, in accorclanee with the provisions of the
freaty, thet uaclertakings are not injured by coropetition cllstortioas
re$rlting from the aitl granted and that fund.a"nental and persistent
d.isordere in the econony of the lfl,ember States are avold.ecl.

(b) Co-operation between firms

fhe Council notes that the Comiesion will give, within the
botmd.s of the freatiee, favourabLe eoneicleration to co-op€pation
between firue and coneentrations of unclertaklngs whlch faeilitate
the creation of the eapacity neceseary for genui:re restructuring,
while at the sane ti-ne ensurtng that in the long term there wlII
be enough ind.ependent fime to ensure proper competition.

Discipline, freely agreeil to by prod.ucers, is the best
soLutlon to pennit prices to be inereased in the short-term and
avoj.il the palment of aids ereati:cg distortions of conpetltion.

5801 e/Bt (Presse 45) sre,/ena/pe .../...
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The Council notes that it devolves in the first place on
Itndertakitrgs to ta^ite und.er the Commisslonts supervision, in aecord.ance
vrith the obligations laid clov,:r in the Treaty, the measures necessary
to ensure that the rational-ization of the market aecomplished over
the l-ast fevr rcnths is not encl.angered.

Vrhile noting the Cornrnission report on the progress mad.e by
prod.ucers in negotiating the eond.ltions for such discipline both at
producti-on amd d-elivery level, the Council asks proCucers to speeify
these eonditions, before 1 April 1961, in ord.er to permit the
necessary recovery of market prices to tal<e pIace.

In ord.er to be effeetive, the agreement betvreen producers nr:ust

be accomnanied, by strict Conunission surveil-Iancc of lmports from
third couirtries, in order that the latter take place rrnd.er cond.ttions
compatible with marl:et recovery and the cornrnitments entered. into in
the frarnev,rork of the OECD Steel- Committee.

5, Prices

The Council takes note that the Comm:Lssion v,rill ensure that
steel prices are not adversely a.ffectecl by unfair or diseriminatory
nra.ctices prohibited. by Article 60 of the ECSC Treaty and. rni11 use

existing colvers to rol-l back sr-ch practj-ces by applying the
appropriate sanctions, in particuf-ar by applying the measures
provid.ed for in Articles 63t 64 and 67 of the DCSC Treaty withou-t
delay.

(') Text of the Cor.nreil Resolutioir of 3 i\iarch 1981.

. , r/ r..
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The Cotua.cil no.-bes udth sa,tisfactlon that the Conunission has

listed. the mai,n measures it tntends to take vrith respect to prices'

These measures will be finalized., as soon as possible, once the

council_ a.nd the consultative commlttee have been consul-ted. pursuant

to Arlbicle 60 of the UCSC freatY'

r, r Social ineasures

Ii,?rere r.mjustifiable burd.ens worrlcl be imposed on certain groups

of lvorkers, the appropriate social measures rnill have to l-e

inirod.uced. to mitigate the effects of capacitlr red.uctions resulting

from restructuring. ( ')

To this end, the cor.rrcil vrill- exanine in detail as soon as

posslble the appropriate social measures to be taken b)'the commr'lni't1r

with a. vievr to reaching the necessary decisions in para1le1 vdth

clecislons on fr.rther restnrcturing and the aids cod'e.

i. Proced.ure

?rcnosed.measuresofstateaidv'"illbeexaminedrTithregardto
the c).egree of restructuring ancl net capacity :'ed-uction involved in

relation to the cornnunityrs general restructuring objectives by a

lliorking Party r-rrd.er the aegis of the con:nission.

The council -icsc i'iorking Party will e:;ainine on a regular basis

irovr this Resol-rr.tion is being implemented-, in narticular the proSress

in restructuring, capacity reduction afld' phasing-out of aid's'

( [1-"*-f the Cor.*ci1 Resolution of 3 illarch 1981'

E
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Bruxelles, Le 25 mars 1981

Note BIO (81) 121 aux Bureaux Nationaux
cc. aux llenbres du Grorupe du hrte parole

Pretrnration Conseil acier du 26 mars 1991 (W. Helin)

I1 s qira en fait trnur Ie Conseil des Ministres
restrnnsables du dossier siderurgique, de trnursuivre le debat du3 mars dernier qui avait permis-de mettre-au lnint uneresorution de caractere poritique sur ra restiucturation de lasiderurgie euro[Eenne.

cqrune I a ral4nre M. Davigron, a ra presse, r exerciceroFr.*Er auquel est confrontee ra siderurgie europeenne estcerui de la coryetitivite au niveau international, c-est i aii"de_Ia placg qu elle veut occr4rer a t horizon 19g5-1990, 
"*"---aide exterieure.

. 
rr faut trnur cera qu au niveau de ra ccrununaute, une re[pnsesoit apportee tant aux problemes industriel, regionair-gr"'-

social.

Jeudi Ie Conseil devrait ainsi, dans Ia logigue de sa
resorution du 3 mars, dont les termes ont ete-totalement
conf-irmes 5nr le conseil eurolEen de ttLaastricht, conpreter saresolution qui Snrte sur les tetes de chapitre suivaites :

- I objectif a atteindre (retablissement de la rentabilite,
retour a des corditions normares de marctre, confirmation
du code srr res aides, a savoir que celles-ci sont auto-
sees [Dur autant qu erles soient degressives, lfunitees
dans le tenps et qu elres aient poui but ra restructura-
tion).

- information (elre doit etre prus conprete afin d assurer
une transparence effective sur les projets de restruc-
turation et les dsnandes d aides pubfiqLlesl.

- politiqr:e d investissement

- politique de concurrence

- les prix

- les mesures sociales

. fr ce qui concerne les prix et a titre de background,
signalons que r imposition des quotas de producti6n en vertu de
1 articre 58 du Traite de paris (declaration de crise manifeste
trpur une periode de neuf mcis arrant du ler octobre l9g0 au 30

?se



juin 1981) a entraine une augmentation des prix des produits
siderurgiqr.res de I ordre de Dt[ 50 a 100 la Eonne, sauf trnrrr res
ronls a beton et les filg machine.

oette augrnentation n est toutefois [ns suffissante (res prix
restent inferieurs aux prix du debut de 1980 et en outre lei
couts de pro&rction ont nettement augmente.

_ Pour que le marche siderurgique se restaure reellement, il
faut, estime la cqunission, une plitique adequate en matiere de
prix siderurgiqr:es. On constate que les prix de baremes de Ia
plupart des entreprises siderurgiques sont Largement prus eleves
que les prix pratiques sur Ie marche.

Ia Ccxunission prerrlra les mesures qui s iqnsent pour
arriver a ce que res prix des baremes soient prus conformes a la
realite.

En relnnse a lme question sur I eventual ite d une ntaxe, en
RFA sur les produits fuportes, nous €rvons signale :

Rappel de la declaration du @nseil euro[Een de Maastricht
qui, ninsiste notaunent sur Ia necessite de maintenir I unite du
marche siderurgique"

L hlryothese de travail nest dorrc aucunement forfu sur I
inposition de I une ou I autre taxe, au contrairre.

Er ce qui concerne les prix nous avons par ailleurs relnrrlu
que la preoccq)ation prirrcipale qui deneure est Ia suivante :
les prix des produits siderurgiques a I interieur de la
Ccnununaute euro[Eenne restent inferieurs de L5 a 20 t par
ratr4nrt a ceux pra sur les marche japonais et americain.

Amities
l,lanuel @neur
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CONSEIL SIDERURGIE
l----- - --,
LE CONSEIL S EST TER}TINE A 4 H. VENDR€OI PAR UN ACCORD DES DIX
SUR UNE RESOLUTION CONCERNANT LE REDRESSEI'IENT DE LA SIDERURGIE

NOTE BIO(81) 1?1 SUITE 1 ET FIN
Aux BuREAUx nlJTumruX-

CE TEXTE - OUI VOUS
REFAIT PAR NOS SOINS

733

ENyfri-pouinn-ETRE DURABLETqENT tttttttLA SIDRURGIE EUROPE

EUROPEENNE.
A RETENIR DE

TEXTE A ETE.L AVENIR DE

PARVIENDRA PAR EXPRES - LE
- OUE LES DIX ESTIT{ENT OUE

ASSURE, OUE SI, D UNE PART, UNE STRICTE DISCIPLINE ENTRE LES
PRODUCTEURS PERMET DANS LES IiIEILLEURS DELAIS UN RELEVEMENT SIGNI-
FICATI F DES PRIX ET D AUTRE PART, DES t'IESURES DE RESTRUCTURATIOI{
IMPLIOUANT DES REDUCTIONS DE CAPACITES SOilT PARALLELEI,IENT ].IISES
EN OEUVRE PAR LES ENTREPRISES. I

AMITIES
MANUEL SANTARELLI
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