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The Governments of the Member States and the Commission of the European

Communities were represented as follows:

Belgium:

)lrs Miet SMET

Denmark:

State Secretary for the Environment

Mr Pir Stig MOLLER

Germany:

Hr Clemens STROEI!,IANN

Minister for the Environment

State Secretary, Federal Ministry of the
Environment, Nature Conservation and Reactor
Safety

Greece:

Mr Achilleas KAMI'iANLIS Minister for the Environment, Regional
Planning and PubIic Uorks

Spain:

Mr Vincente ALBERO State Secretary for the Environment

France:

Mr Brice LALONDE State Secretary for the Environment

I re land :

Mr Rory O'HANLON Minister for the Environment

ItaIy:

Mr Enrico PETROMARCHI Deputy Permanent Representative
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Mr J.G.t'|. ALDERS Minister for Housing, plannrng and the
Environment

Luxembourg:

Mr Alex BODRY

Netherlands:

Portugal:

Mr Antonio ÎAVEIRA

Ms leresa GOUVEIA

United Kingdom:

Mr David TRIPPIER

Commission:

Mr Carlo RIPA DI I,IEANA Member
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Minister for the Environment

State Secretray for Natural resources

State Secretary for the Environment

Minister of State, Department of the
Environnent (Minister for the Environment and
Countryside )

o

oo
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ECO-LABEL

the Councit agreed to the Regulàtlon setting up a Colrürunity êco-labêI asard

scheme to protnote the design, production, marketing and usê of produète rdrich

have a reduced envlronmental impact during their ëntlre life cycle àn(i proUide

consumers with better informatiôn on the environnental irDact of products ( t ).

1o obtain the eco-label, thè loBo of which is shoon belou,

manufacturers or importers into the Cormurrity must apply to thè coüPêtent body

deslgnated by the l{ember State ln tuhleh the product ls fianufàcturêd, f'lrst placed

on the market, or lmported.

the competent body will decide whether to ah,ard thè label after àssesslhg thè

environmental performanèe of the product by reference to general prlnciples §èt

out in the Regulàtion and specific critèria laid down for product troups.

The product groups and specific ecological criteria for each grotrp will be

(1) The Regulation does not apply to food, drink or phârrnaêeuticals.
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establishect by the comrission, assisted by a comrittee composed of
representatives of the Member States, after consultation of the principal
interest groups meeting within a consultation foru, (2).

The label witl be awarded for a fixed production period which may in no

circumstances exceed the period of validity of the specific criteria for the
product groups, which is three years.

the terms of use of the label will be the subject of a contract beteeen the
competent body and the applicant. these terms will also include provisions for
withdrawing authorization.

the Commission witl publish in the Official Journal of the European Cormunities,
at least once a year, a list of products for which an eco-label has been awarded,
the names of the manufacturers or importers and the expiry dates of the labels.

Member States must ens"ure that consumers and undertakings are informed of the
objectives of the scheme, the product groups selected, the criteria for product
groups and the application procedures.

the Regulation will be formally adopted shortly, after finalization of the texts.

(2) this forum will involve at least the Conmunity level representatives of
industry and cormerce, including trade unions if appropriate, and consumer
and environmental protection organizations.

( Presse EIl
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EXPORTS AND IMPORIS OF CERTAIiI DANGEROUS CHEX.IICALS

The Council agreed to the Regulation concerning Comnunity exports and inports of
certain dangerous chemicals.

the ain of this Regulation is to ensure Cormrnity participation in the

international system of notification set up under the United Nations Envlroruaent

Prograrme (UNEP) and the FAO, in particular through the introduction of the

principle of rprior informed consentr'(PIC) into the Cormunity eystem of
notification for exports and imports of chemicals, instituted by

Regulation No 1734188.

the Regulation also widens the scope of the Cormunity system by extending the

list of chemicals subject to notification.

the status of chemicals h,ith regard to the PIC procedure or the restrictions on

their use in the Conmunity are set out in various annexes which uill be reviewed

at intervals, under a procedure involving both the Comnission and the ilember

States.

the concept of I'prior informed consentrr consists in allowing the authorities of
an importing country the discretionary power to permit or to refuse, in full
knowledge of the facts, the importation of a substance that is banned or severely

restricted in the Cornmunity.

the Regulation stipulates that the Commission must inform the competent bodies

dealing with the PIC procedure of the chemicals banned or severely restricted in
the Community. the Cormission must also forward forthwith to the ilember States
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infornation it receives on chemicals subieet to the PIC procedure and the
decisions of third countries to ban or restrict imports of these products.

the Regulation will be formatly adopted after finalization of the texts.

EVALUAÎION AND CONÎROL OF lHE ENVIRONMENTAL RISKS OF EXISÎING SUBSÎANCES

the Council reached agreement on a cotmton position on the Regulation intended to
ensure, on the basis of information collected, evaluation and then appropriate
control of the risks to man and the environment posed by existing substances.

In practice the Regulation concerns about 10 OOO substances, with varying degrees

of requirements, depending in particular on the quantities concerned.

The text is based on close co-operation between the Member States, which wiII
receive the available data from the Conmission and will participate directly in
evaluation of the risks posed by the substances on the priority lists.

the Regulation endeavours to avoid any overlapping with work bei.ng done in other
international bodies, in particular the OECD.
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HABIÎATS

The Council reached agreement

semi-natural habitats and of
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on the Directive on the conservation of natural and

wild fauna and flora.

the aim of the Directive is to contribute touards ensuring biodiversity through

the conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora in the Euro.pean

territory of the Member States.

1o achieve this, tbe Directive provides for the setting up of a coherent European

ecological network of special areas of conservation, called natura 2O00, by a
process of staged designation.

The network will be composed of sites hosting natural habitat types and habitats
pf species of Comunity interest, and will also include the special protection
areas designated under Directive ?9l4O9lEEC on the protection of wild birds.

In the special areas of conservation, the Member States must establish the

necessary conservation measures involving, if need be, appropriate management

plans specifically designed for the sites or integrated into other development

plans and appropriate statutory, administrative or contractual measures.

Member States will also have to take appropriate steps to avoid, in the special
areas of conservation, the deterioration of natural habitats and the habitats of
species as weII as the disturbance of species for which the areas have been

,designated.
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For a series of animal and ptant species of Comunity interest for uhich the
establishment of special areas of conservation is not required, the Member states
will take the rcquisite measures to establish a system of strict protection in
their natural range.

Exceptionally under this Directive, Cormunity co-financing is provtded for within
the limits of the funds liberated under cormunity decisions.

The Directive will be formally adopted shortly, after finalization of the texts.
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LIFE

The Council reached agreemerrt 
(3) o, . Regulation establishing a financial

instrument for the envirorunent (LIFE), which is intended to incorporate the

financial instruments MEDSPA, NORSPA and ACI{AT also associated with environrnental

protection.

The general aim of LIFE is to contribute to the development and implementation of
Comrunity policy and legislation in the environmental field through the financing
of priority action on the environment in the Cormunity and technical assistance

measures with third countries in the Meditemanean area or bordering the

Baltic Sea.

In exceptional circumstances it will be possible to finance action on

environmental problems at regional or planetary level which has been provided for
in international conventions. the financing of such action in the LIFE frameworlc

will be the subiect of a specific Council decision on a proposal from the

Commission.

The Regulation provides for LIFE to be applied in phases, the first of which will
end on 31 December 1995.

the Corununity funds deemed necessary to implement LIFE amount to BCU 4OO million
for the first phase, of which ECU 140 million is available between nou and the

end of 1992 under the 1988-1992 financial perspective. For the subsequent period

of applicationn of the first phase, the anount will have to fit into the

Conmunity financial framework in force.'

(3) One delegation gave its agreement subject to confirmation.
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the illustrative breakdown of thc Cormunity funds which may be allocated to each
area of action in the Conmunity is as follows:

= promoting the sustainable development and the quality
of the environment 4Ot

= protecting habitats and nature 45t
= services end administrative structures for the environment 5t
= education, training and information 5t

A maximum amount of funds of 5t may be allocated to Cormunity measures to help
thircl countries.
ltre Cormunityrs financial contribution will vary between 30t and 1O0t of the cost
of the neasures according to the type pf measure and its originator.

A Committee of representatives of the Member States will assist the Commission in
implementing the Regulation.

Before 31 December 1994 the Commission will submit a report to the Council and

the European Parliament on the implementation of the Regulation and make

proposals for any adiustments to be made for continuing the action beyond the
firgt phase.

Acting by a qualified majority on a proposal from the Conmission, the Council
rill take a decision on the implementation of the second phase as from
1 January 1996.

the Regulation will be formally adopted after the text has been finalized.
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CO}&ION PLAIFOR},I - GUIDELINES FOR THE COMHUNIÎY FOR UNCED 1992

After a detailed discussion, the Council issued guidelines for further work in
preparation for the United Nations Conference on the Environment and Development

(UNCED) to be held in Rio de Janeiro from 1 to 12 June 1992.

fhe future Portuguese presidency announced its intention of holcting a Joint
Environment/Development Council meeting in February 1992 to continue preparing

the Cormunity position at UNCED 1992.

fhe Cornnrunity is continuing to play an aÇtive part in the negotiations for the

conventions on climatic change and biodiversity, whose signing in Rio should be

one of the important results of UNCED.
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OBSERVANCE AND APPLICATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL LEGISUIÎION

lhe Presidcncy Save an oral report on the question of the observance and

application of environmental legislation, which had been discussed at the
informal Envlronment Council meeting on l2 October l99l in Amsterdam.

I

TUPERVISTOT{ AND CONÎROL OF SHIPI,IENTS OF IdASTE (BASLE CONVENTION)

the Counci.l hetd a policy debate on the proposal for a Regulation on the
supervision and control of shipments of waste within, into and out of the
Cormunity.

the proposal was sent to the Council in October 1990 and is intended to update
Directive 81l632|EEC so that, among other things, the Conrnunity can implement and

ratify the Basle Convention.

the Council instructed the Permanent Representatives Comnittee to continue
examining the proposal in the light of the European Parliarnentrs Opinion in
particular.
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SULPIIUR CONÎENT OF GASOIL

The council took note of progress reached in the discussions on the proposal for
a Directive on the approximation of the laus of the llenber States rclating to the

sulphur content of gasoil.

this proposal and the accompanying report are in application of Article 6 of
Directive 87l219|EEC anending Directive 751?16/EEC on the approximation of the

Iaws of the ilember States relating to the sulphur content of certain liquid
fuels. The main aim of the proposal is to introduce a single level for the

sulphur content of gasoil in the Cormunity by 1 October 1994.

The proposal also provides for a second stage further bringing doyn the sulphur
content of gasoil in the continuing interests of reducing the level of pollution
caused by sulphur dioxide emissions and in order to meet the requirencnts of
Directive 91l542lEEC relating to the emission of gaseous pollutants from diescl i I

engines.

5th ACTION PROGRA},I},TE

The Commission informed the Council of progress reached in the discussions on the

sth action prograrme on the environment which the Cormisêion intends to adopt in
January 1992.
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POSSESSION OF AND ÎRADE IN SPECI}IENS OR SPECIES OF YILD FAUNA AI{D FLORA

The Cormission submitted the proposal for a Regulation laying down provisions
with regard to possession of and trade in specimens or species of wild fauna and

flora.

SEMTNALON GROUNDUATER (ÎHE HAGUE - 26 AND 27 NOVEI,AER 1991)

the Council adopted the following Resolution:

TTIE COUNCIL:

- underlines the vital importance of groundwater for all forms of life, for human

health, and for safeguarding ecosystems;

- states its concern about the louering of groundwater levels and/or the
pollution of certain aquifers;

- notes that this important resource is limited, that its conservation for the
future is a maior political, economic and environmental imperative and that it
can be exploited only in strict observance of the principle of lasting
development;
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- observes that freshwater management policy can be conducted only through
co-ordinated action by all agents in the public and private sectors, taking due

account of the principle of subsidiarity;

- takes note of the final declaration of the ministerial seminar held on 26 and

27 November 1991 on the future Cormunity groundwater poticy;

- calls upon the Commlssion:

= to submit, if possible by the middle of 1993, a detailed action prograrnme for
which that declaration may provide guidelines;

= to draft a proposal for revising the Directive on groundwater by

incorporating it into a general freshwater Danagement policy, including
freshwater protection;

- requests the competent authorities and groups involved to contribute to the

conservation of this natural resource in the areas under their control.
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CONFERENCE ON EUROPEAN COASÎAL CONSERVAÎION (THE HAGUE -
19 AND 20 NOVEMBER 1991 )

The Council adopted the following Resolution:

lHE COUNCIL:

recognizing that the European Coastal zone, including islands, is a fragile and

vital cotrmon heritage, and that it is essential that its biological diversity,
Iandscape value, environmental quality and its capacity to sustain Iife, health,
economic activities and social wellbeing are safeguarded;

emphasizing that a key to sustainable use and development of coastal zones lies
in the full integration of economic, physical planning and environmental
policies;

acknowledging that the vulnerability of the environment, including the natural
and cultural heritage, in coastal areas should explictly be taken into account in
developing coastal policies ;

- takes note of the final declaration of the European Coastal Conservation

Conference, held in The Hague, the Netherlands, from 19 to 21 November 1991

about the future policy rJith regard to the European coastal zone;

- concludes that, taking into account the subsidiarity principle, there is a

clear need for a Community strategy for integrated planning and management of
the coastal zones based on the principles of sustainability and sound

ecological and environmental practice;
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- concludes that conservation and sustainable use of coastal zones is one of the

fundamental aspects of such a strategy and that accordingly high priority
should be given to specific action in this field;

- invites the Cormission:

= to propose for consideration a Cormunity strategy for integrated coastal zone

management vttich will provlde a franework for conservation and sustainable
use;

= to incorporate this initiative into the 5th Environmental Action Prograrme.
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MISCELIâNEOUS DECISIONS

Miscellaneous decisions on the environment

the Council adopted

- a Decision concerning the approval of the amendment to the Montreal Protocol on

substances that deplete the ozone layer as adopted in June 1990 in London by

the Parties to the Protocol.

this amendment which is based on the principle of preventive action to avoid

further damage to the ozone layer provides in particular for a higher degree of
control of chlorofluorocarbons and halons;

- the Directive on hazardous waste, following consultation of the European

Parliament on the question of the legal basis. the adopted text corresponds to
the agreement in principle arrived at in the Council at its meeting on 20 and

21 December 1990, the adopted basis being Article 130s.

The principal aim of this proposal is to formulate a common definition of
hazardous waste and introduce greater harmonization of the marragement of such

waste. (See Press Release No 11030/90 Presse 24O - Environment - of 20 and

21 December 1990).

- the Directive concerning the protection of waters aSainst pollution caused by

nitrates from agricultural sources, following substantive agreement in the

Environment Council of 13 and 14 June 1991 (see Press Release No 67?9191

Presse 90).
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Internal information services market (IMPACT 2)

Following the agreement arrived at in the Intemal ilarket Council on

? November 1991, the Council adopted a Decision concerning a prograrme for the

continuation of Comunity policy and actions for setting up an internal
information services market (IMPACT 2) (see Press Release No 9124191

Presse 1921.

EEC-Morocco relations

the Council adopted a Regulation opening a Cormunity tariff quota for prepared

or preserved sardines, origineting in Morocco, for the period 1 January 1992 to

29 February 1992, date on which the EEC-Morocco fisheries agreenent currently
being renegotiated is due to expire.

20% of this quota is allocated among a number of }lenlber States vhile 80t is
covered by a Cormunity reserve.

ECSC

The Council gave its assent pursuant to Article 56(2)(a) of the ECSC Treaty
(Rabobank Nederland, Netherlands).
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Appointments

The Councll

- adopted a Decision appointing the full members and alternate members of the
Advisory Conmittee on Social Security for Migrant Uorkers

- replaced two members of the ECSC Consultative Cormittee for the remainder of
their terms of office.
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BRUXELLES, LE 12 DECEMBRE 199I

NOÎE BIO(91) 4OI AIJX BUREAUX NATIONAUX
CC. AUX I,IE}'BRES DU SERVICE DU POETE.PAROLE

PREFARATION DU CONSEIL ENVIRONNEMENT DES 12 ET 13 DECEMBRE 199I

LES MINSITRES DE L'ENVIROIII{E}TENT DEBUïERONT LEURS TRAVAUX LE L2
DECE}IBRE 1991 A IOHOO. ILS SE RETINIRONT DA}IS I.A }IATINEE DU 13
DECEMERE AVEC LEURS COLLEGUES DE L'ENERGIE POUR DISCUTER DE i.A
TAXE COz/ENERGIE, ET CONTINUERONT LEURS TRAVAUX CONCERNAITT LA
POLrïIQUE DE PROTECTION DE L'ENVIRONNEMENT DATIS L'APRES-D|IDr DU
13 DECEMBRE I99I. L'OBDRE DU JOUR PREVOIT LES POINTS SUIVANTS :

I ) PROGRAI,IME LIFE
BASE JURIDIQLIE : ART. I3O S (LINAIIIMITE)

LE NOUVEAU COMPRO}TIS EI.ABORE PAR I.A PRESIDENCE SUITE AUX
DELIBERATIONS DU CONSEIL DU IER OCTOBRE I99I SE CAEACTERISE PAR :

- I.A RECOIINAISSAIICE DU CARACTERE PERMANENT DE LIFE AVEC

EEClitiA§21;fl i

,fi3

Di.StB,IBIJTiOi{

ADM/POL
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TOUTE}'OIS UNE MISE EN OEUVRE PAR ETAPES ET UNE PROCEDURE
D'ADAPTATION DES MODALIïES DE L'INSTRIIMENï APRES LA
PREMIERE ETAPE:

L ' IIISEB.TION DAI{S LE TEXTE DU REGLEMENT D ' UN MONTANT
ESTIME NECESSAIRE (SUGGESTION ! 5OO MECUS AiJ TOÏAL, DONT
t40 PouR t99r-1992):

LE LIEN EXPLICITE FAIT AVEC LA DIRECTIVE ' PRCTECTION DES
HABITATS ' , LES ACTICNS RELEVANT DE CE DOMAINE BENEFICIAI'IT
D' TIN TRAITE},IENT SPECIFIQUE :

LA T'EEINITION TRES PRECISE DES DOMAINES D 'ACTIO}IS
SUSCEPTIBLES DE BENËEICIER DES CONCOURS DE LIFEI

TIN RENFOR,CEMENT TRES NET DES DISPOSITIONS REI-ÉTTIVES AU

CONÎROLE PAR LA COMMISSION DE L'UTILISATION DES FONDS
DAI'IS LES ETATS MEIIBRES, ET AUX OBLIGATIONS D'INFORMATION
DES ETATS I"TEMBRES VIS-A-VIS DE LA COMMISSION POUR LUI
PERMETTRE I.NI SUIVI DES ACIIOI{S FINANCEES.

LA SITUATION N'A GUERE EVOLUE DEPUIS LE DERNIER CONSEIL.
CERTAINES DELEGATIONS REGRETTENT QUE LES NEGOCIATIONS AIENT FAIT
DE LIFE I'N IIISTRUMENT DE FAIBLE ENVERGURE QUI NE REPOND NI A
LEURS ATTENTES, NI AUX BESOINS. SI LIFE DOIT RESTEB. CET
INSTRI.IMENT MODESTE, IL DEVRA ETRE TIIS ESSENTIELLE}IENT AU SERVICE
DE L'ACTION INTERNE (PAS PLUS DE 5O/O DES CREDITS POUR LES ACTIONS
EXTERNES). POUR CES DELEGATIONS, LE C}SACTERE PERMANENT DE LIFE
DOIÎ ETRE CLAIRE},{ENT -qFFIRME.
D'AUTRES ESTIMENT EGALEMENT QUE LA DOTATION FINAI{CIERE DE LIFE NE
PERMETTRA PAS DE FTNANCER IJN VOLET EXTERNE PLUS AMBITIEUX QUE
CELUI DEJA PREVU DANS D'AUTRES INSTRUI{ENTS (MEDSPA, NORSPA) MAIS
CE SONT ELLES QUI SCNT A L'ORIGINE DE L'ENCADREMENT TRES STRICT
DE LIFE EÏ DE T.A DITIIINUTION DE SA PORTEE.
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2, DIRECTIVE'IIABIIAIS'
BASE JURIDIQUE r 13o S (IINANIMITE)

LE NOUVEAU COI{PROMIS EI.ABORE PAR LA PRESIDENCE SUITE AUX
DELIBERATIONS DU CONSEIL DU IER OCTOBRE l99I SE Cê-RACTERISE PAR !

- t.A RECOITNAISSANCE, DAIIS LES CONSIDERANTS, DE T.A NECESSITE
D ' T'N COEINA}|CE}'ENT COMMIINAUTAIRE DAI{S DES SITUATIONS
PARTICULIERES OU LE RESPECT DES OBLIGATIONS PREVUES PAR
LA DIRECTM ENTRTUI{ERAIT DES CiIARGES EXCESSIVES POUR
CERTAINS ETATS MEMBRES. rL EST TOUTEEOIS PRECTSE QUE CE
COFINAI{CEMENT' DEVRâ S ' INTEGRER DAI{S LES LII,IITES DES
MOYENS FINAI{CIERS LIBERES EII VERTU DES DECISIONS
LEGISLATIVES ET DES PROCEDURES BUDGETAIRES DE I.A
COMMTINAUTE. LES MODALITES DE DECLENCHEMENT DU
COFINAI{CEMENT COMMT'NAUTAIRE SONT TRES PRECISEMENT

DETAILLEES A L'ART. 7.

\
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L'ABANDON DE LA DTSPOSTTTON (ART. 5) QUr PREVOYATT UN
DROIT DE REGARD DE I.A COI{}IISSION DANS LA DESIGNATION DES
SITES A PROTEGER EN PRICRIÏE DU EAIT DE LEUR IUPORTAI{CE
POUR LE PATRIMOINE NATUREL COMMUNT ET DE I'A PROCEDURE DE
REGLEUENT DES DIFFERENDS qUI INSTAURAIT UN PALIEA,
INTER}'EDIAIRE (PASSAGE AU CONSEIL) AVA!{T QUE L'AFFAIRE NE
SOIT PORÎEE DEVAI{T LA COUR DE JUSTICE.

rrNE pRocEDuRE DE MODTFTCATTON DE§ AITNEXES TECHNTQUES PAR
LE CONSEIL STATUAI|T A LA ITIAJORITE QUALIFIEE.

SYSTEME: CO}IMUNAUTAIRE D'ATTRIBUTION D'[IN LABEL ECOLOGIQUE
(VOIR P -95 DA 29 NOVEI{BRE I99O)
BASE JURIDIQUE s I30 s (UNAI{I}IITE)

LES GRATIDES LIGNES DU COÙIPROMIS DE LA PRESIDENCE NEERIÂNDAISE
SONT IDENTIQUES A CELLES PRESENÎEES PAR LA PRESIDENCE
LU]GMBOURGEOISE A II SESSION DE JUIN 199I I SYSTEME DECENTRALISE
AU SEIN DUQUEL LA COMMISSTONT APRES AVOIR CONSULTE LIN FORUII
RET,NISSA}IT LES REPRESENTAIiITS DES GROUPEMENTS D'INTERET' EI.ABORE
DES PROPOSIÎIONS POUR I.A DEFINITION DE CRIÎERES COMMUNS D'APRES
LESQUEL§ SERONT ATTRTEUES LE§ LABELS ET POUR L'ETABLTSSEÙIENT DES
CATEGORTES DE pRODUTTS ELTGTBLES QUr SERONT SOLfti:SES A LrN COMTTE
POUR DECISIOI{. L'ATTRIBUTION DU I.ABEL SERA EEEECTUE PAR LES
ORGAITISMES NATIONAUX DESIGNES A CET EFFET AVEC INFORMATION DE I.A
COMMISSION ET DES AUTRES ETATS MET{BRES.

gEg/ YIAù/ I r* J

3A

4) CoNTROLE DES RTSQUES
cHrl,trQuEs Exrs rAlITEs
BASE JURIDIQUE s ART. l0o

PRESENTES PAR LES SUBSTANCES

A (MAJORITE QUALIEIEE)
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LES PRINCIPAUX PROBLEMES EN SUSPENS SONT :

OBJECTIFS DE I.A PROPOSITION I IINE I{.AJORITE DE DELEGATIONS
A INSISTE POUR QUE LA PROTECTION DES CONSODIMAÎEURS ET DES
TSAVAILLEURS SOIT INCLUSE. DTAUTRES SOUIIAIENT LII{ITER I.A
PORTEE DU REGLEMENT A L'EVALTIATION DES RISQUES SAIIS
ENVISAGER DE }TESURES DE CONTROLE EN FONCTION DES
RESULTATS DE CETTE EVALUATION ET DEMANDENT I.A SUPPRESSION
DE L'ART. 8 BrS DLR 3 QUr PREVOTT CETTE POSSTBTLTTE.

CTIA}IP D'APPLICATION I DEUX DELEGAT]ONS DEMANDENT LE
PAAALLELISME .qVEC I.A TEUE }TODIFICATION DE IÂ DIRECTIVE DE
L967 (CT.ASSTFTCATTON ET ETTQUETAGE DES SUBSTANCES
DANGEREUSES), A SAVOTR DE NE COTIVRIR LES SUBSTAI|CES qUE
LORSQU'ELLES SONT MISES SUR LE I{ARCHE.

NATURE DES INI.ORI'I,ATIONS A TRAIiISI,IETTRE EÎ PROCEDURE DE
TRANSIIIISSICN DES DONNEES I CERTAINES DELEGATIONS ONT UNE
RESERVE SUR L'APPROCHE DE I.A PRESIDENCE -IDENTIQUE A
CELLE DE I.A COT{MISSION- DE NE DEI{ANDER DES DONNEES
SUB§TAIITTELLES QUE POUR LES SUBSTANCES LES PLUS SENSTBLES
PRODUITES oU IMPORTEES EN GBÂNDE QUAI{TIIEI D'AUTRES SONT
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CONTRE I.â TRANSMISSION DIRECTE DES DONNEES PAR LES
:NDUSTRIELS A LA COIû"IISSION.

- BASE JURID]QUE : 8 DELEGAÏÏONS APPUIENT LE IOOA, D'AUTRES
PREFEB.{IT LE I3O S:

5 ) EXPORTATICNS I II,IPORTATICNS DE PRODUITS CHIMIQUES DANGEREUX
BASE JURIDIqUE r ART. 1i0 S (UNAI.IIMITE)

IL EXISTE UN LARGE PREJUGE FAVO§ABLE SUR LA PROPOSIÏION DE
REGLEMENT ACTUELLEME}TT SUR LA TABLE EN VUE DE LA PARTICIPATION DE
LA COT,IMUNAUTE AU SYSTE}IE INTEFJ.IATIONAL DE NOTIFICATION BASE SLIR

LE 'CONSENTEI1ENT INEORI{E PREALABLE' DU DESTINATAIRE DE
L ' EXPORTATION.

QUELQUES POINTS TECHNIQUES RESTEI{T EN SUSPENS CONCERNANT LES
OBLIGATIONS DIRECTE§ FAITES AUX EXPORTATEURS, LE LIEU
D'ACCOMPLISSEMENT DES FOR}IALITES DOLIANIERES A L'EXPORTATION, LES
rNEORltArroNs .a cor,tMIrNrQUER LoRS DE r-A PREI{IERE NOTTFICATTON ET LE
I'IAINTIEN DU STATU qUO EN CAS DE NON REACTION DU DESTINATAIRE DE
L ' EXPORTATION.

6) TENEUR EN SOUFRE DU GAS-OIL
(vorR P - 28 , DOC. COM(9I) r54)
B-cSE JURIDIQUE r ART. I0o A (MAJORITE QUALIEIEE)

LE CONSEIL PRENDRA ACTE DE L'EÎAT DES TRAVAUX DE CETTE
PROPO§ITION DE DIRECTIVE DONT L'OBJECTIF EST, SUR I*A BASE DI'
BILAN DE L'APPLICATION DE r.A DIRECTM DE 1987 QUMSE A
RâPPROCTIER DES LEGISI.ATIONS DES ETATS I{ET,IBRES CONCERNAI'IT LA
TENEUR EN SOUFRE DU GAS-OIL, DE PROPO§ER DES TAUX UNIQUES POUR r.A
TENEUR EN SOUERE SUIVA}TT LES ITPES DE GAS-OILS PRESENTS SUR LE

MARCHE.

-4-
7) SURVEILLAI{CE ET CONTROLE DES TRANSEERTS DE DECHETS (DEBAT

D ' ORIENTATION)
(DOC. COM(90-415)
BASE JURIDIQUE r ART. I00A ET 1I3)

L.A PROPOSITION DE REGLEÈTENT VISE A ADAPTER LE DROIÎ COMMI.]NAUTAIPG
ET NOTA}TMENT I,A DIRECTIVE 84/63I SI'R I.A SURVEILI,AI{CE ET LE
CONTROLE, DAI{S I.A COMMT'NAUTE, DES TRAI{SEERTS TRAN§FRONTALIERS DE
DECHETS DAIYGEREUX, AUX DEVELOPPEMENTS INTERVENUS EN T{ATIERE DE
GESTION DES DECHETS, TAI{T AU PLAN COMMLTNAUÎAIRE QU'AU pLAtù
INTERNATIONAL.

AU PLAIT COMMT.,NAUTAIRE, LA RESOLUTION DU CONSEIL DE JUIN 1989 A
FIXE LE PRII{CIPE D'I.trNE AUTOSUFFISAIICE DE I.A COT{MI'NAUTE EN MATIEF€
D'ELII,IINATION DES DECHETS, ET CELUI D'I'N TRAITEMENT DES DECHETS
LE PLUS PRES POSSIBLE DE LEUR LIEU DE PRODUCTION (PRINCIPE DE
'PROXII,IITE') AFIN D'EVITER LE DEVELOPPEMENT D'I,IN 'TOURISME DES
DECHETS ' .

EN OUTRE, I.A CONVENTION DE LOME COMPORTE DESARI.!,AIS I'N CHAPITRE
ENVIRONNEMENT DAI{S LEQUEL FIGURE L' INTEN.DICTION POUR I.A

CÊv/(AQ/ .i çr r l- , t'V, I rrJ, UÔiiü
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CO}IMI.,NAUTE D,EXPORTER DES DECHETS DANGEREUXiRADIOACTIFS VERS LES
PAYS ACP.

AU PI.AI{ INTERNATIONAL, I*A CONVENTION DE BALE, SIGNËE PAR I*A
COD,IMTINAUTE ET SES ETATS MEHBRES EN MARS I989I FIXE CERTAINS
PRINCIPES A RESPECTER POUR L'EXPORTATION DE DECHETS YERS LES PAYS
TIERS, NOTAIOIENT AVOIR I.A GASAT.ITIE QUE CEUX-CI ONT LES }TOYENS DE
LES ELIMINER OU DE LES STOCKER DAI'IS DES CONDITIONS DE SECURITE
SATISFAISANTES POUR L'ENVIROT{NE}IENT ET LA SAIITE HI,'I,IAINE,

LE DIS?OSITIF ESSENTIEL DE LA PB.OPOSITION EST LE SUIVAITT i

CIRCUI.ATION INTRACO}TMUNAUTAIRE : TOUT DETENTEUR DE DECHETS DEVRA
NOTIFIER SON INTENÎION DE TRAI{SFERT A L'AUTORITE COI'IPETENTE DU
PAYS D'ORIGINE, A CELLE DU PAYS DE TBAI{SIT ET A CELLE DU LIEU DE
DESTINATION FINALE EN FOURNISSANT IJNE SERIE D'TNFORMATIONS
SPECIFIEES DANS UN 'DOCI'MENT DE §UIVI" L'AUIORITE COMPETENTE
DISPOSE DE CERTAINS DEI.AIS POUR ACCEPÎER LE TBA}ISEERT OU FAIRE
DES OBJECTIONS (LIEES NOTAMMENT A LA JUSTIFICATION DU TBA}ISFERT
AU REGARD DE L'EXISTENCE D'UN CENTRE DE TRâITEMENT ADEQUAT PROCHE
DU LIEU D'OBIGINE).

EXPORTATION A PARTIR DE I.A COMMI.INAUTE : DA}TS LA LIGNE DES
DISPOSITIONS DE I.A CONVENTION DE BALE ET DE I.A CONVENTION DE
LOME, UN CERTAIN NO}IBRE D'INTERDICTIONS D'EXPORTATION SONT
PREVUES ET IL APPARTIENT A L'AUTORITE COMPETENÎE D'EXPEDITION DE
DONNER SON ACCORD DAI{S LES CAS OU L'EXPORTATION EST POSSIBLE.

II{PORTATION DAIIS IÂ COUMI,,NAUTE : I.A ENCORE UNE PROCEDURE
D'AUTORISATION EST PREVUE AUPRES DES AUTORITES CO}'PETENTES.

OBLIGATIONS D, INFORIIATION s POUR TOUS CES DTOUVEI{ENTS, DES
INFORMATION§ PERTTNENTES DOTVENT ETRE COMMT.TNIQUEES AUX AUTORITES
CO},IPETENTES DES ETATS MEMBRES CONCERNES ET A I,A COMMISSION.

E

LE 18 ItrCRS 1991, LE COITSEIL A EU rrN DEBAÎ D'ORIENTAIION SUR DEUX
PRINCIPES CENTRÂUX A I.A BASE DE CETTE PROPOSITION, L'INTERDICTION
D'EXPORTATION DES DECITETS HORS DE I.A COMMT'NAUTE ET
L'AUTOSUEFISAI{CE DES ETAÎS ME}TBRES EN T.!.ATIERE D'ELIMINATION DES
DECHETS. LE lER OCTOBRE DERNIER, LE CONSEIL A SIMPLEMENT PRIS
ACTE DE L'EIAT DES TRAVAUX.

LES PRINCIPAUX PBOBLEUES EN SUSPENS SONT I

. CHAMP D'APPLICAIION I I.A PROPOSITION DE I.A COMMISSION
coUvRE TOus LES TTPES DE TBANSFERTS INTERNES ET EXTERNEST
LE CODIPROI,IrS DE LA PRESIDENCE PREVOIT QUE LE CONTROLE DES
TRâI{SFERI.q A L'INTERIEUR D'TIN ETAT ME}IBRE RESTERONT DU
RESSORT DES AUTORITES NATIONALES ETAITT ENTENDU QUE LES
ETATS ME}'BRES SERONT ÎENUS D'ETABLIR T'N SYSTE}IE NATIONAL
DE SURVEILIINCE ET DE CONTROT.E. I.A QUESTION qUI SE POSE
ALORS EST CELLE DE I,A COT,IPATIBILITE ENTRE LES SYSTEMES
NATIONAUX DE CONTROLE ET CELUI DE LA COMMI,'NAUTE.

EEC/tlA§i 1;s 5
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EXPORTATIONS HORS DE I.A COMMT,NAUTE ! LS PROPOSITION DE LA
COI,IMISSION PREVOIT LEUR INTERDICTION qUASI CIJIIPLETE : LE
COMPRO}TIS DE I-A PRESIDEI{CE PREVOIT DEUX TYPES DE

A L'ELIMINATION OU AU RECYCI.AGE. l'NE SOUPLESSE SERâIT
PREVUE POUR LES EXPORTATIOI{S DESTINEES AUX PAYS DE LA
ZONE OCDE.

AMITIES,

C. STATHOPOULOS

SENT BY SPP AT : THU DEC L2 09113:36 I,IET I.991

+++ END OE TEXT +++
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NoTE Bt0(91) 401
CC. AUX MEMBRES

décembre 1991

(su|te 1) AUx BUREAUX NATIoNAUx
DU SERVICE DU PORTE-PAROLE

CONSElL ENVIRONNEMENT DU 12 DECEMBRE 1991

Les Mlnlstres de l'Envlronnemênt ont pr ls dans ta mat lnée du 12 ctécembre
dêux ttéclslons lmportantes. lls ont adopté un système communautalre detabet écologlque alnsl qu'un règlement complétant los règles er lstantes
en ce qul concorno lês lmportatlons et oxportatlons Oe proàults chlmlques
dangereux.

commentant ces déclslons dans un brlof lng à la presso, M. RlpA cil MEANA a
soul lgné que le label écologloue constltuo un nouvol lnstrument lmportantpour la protect lon do l'onvlronnomont qul s,aJoute à la panopl le do laléglslatlon communautalre exlgtante sulvante uno autro approche, cê1ê dêla senslblllsatlon de l'oplnlon publtque pour los quesilons
onvlronnementales.

Le système clécldé prévolt tes dlspostttons sulvantes : Les crttères pourl'octrol du label soront flrés au nlvêau communautalre pour des groupes
do prodults tenant compto du cycle complet do la vle d,un prodult; àpartlr des mattères premtères utlltsées pour sa productton Jusqu,à sonéltmtnatlon. Pour la f lxatlon des crltères et des groupes de produtts, tê
comlté do réglementat lon prévu t tendra compte de l,avts d,un forumconsultatlf composé par dos représentants des mlileux tntéressés.L'octrol du !abel lul-même sora falt au nlvoau nat lonal par lês
organlsmos compétents. Le logo cholsl contlent une fleur ayant au mllleula lêttrê "E".

Ouand aux êxDortatlons/lmoortatlons de orodults chlmloues dangereur, un
rèqlement a été adopté lntrodulsant le système clu,,consàntement tnformé
oréalable" du destlnatalre de l,etportatlon. Cette dm
règles ex lstantes dêpuls 1g8g qul prévolent quê toute êxportat lon d,unprodult chlmlque lnterdlt ou drastlquement I lmlté dolt être noilftée aupays dê l'lmportat lon, do manlère à ce que ce dernler solt en mosure de
connaltre los dangêrs qul en découlent.

Répondant ensulte à Oes questlons de Journallstês sur lo chapttre
"Envlronnement" tel qu'l l ressort de l'accord de Maastrlcht, le
commlssalre a soullgné que le préslctent Delors s'est battu pour améllorer
le texte du proJet et a réussl à lmposer des améllorailons lmportantes en
ce qul concerne les secteurs exclus de la règle de la maJorlté quallf lée:
en atténuant l'excluslon prévue pour les mesures de nature flscale, en
ercluant les déchets de l'aménagement du terrltolre êt d6s sols. par
al I leurs, l'envlronnement est reconnu comme un des doux secteurs
d'lntorvent lon du futur Fonds de cohéslon. certes, a-t-ll aJouté, le
résultat flnal reste au-dessous de nos espolrs, mals cecl est ctO aussl
au falt que la Commlsslon, gul s'ost engagée à Maastrlcht en faveur de la
causê dê l'ênvlronnomont, est restée seule à le défendre, dês pays
tradltlonnel lement senslbles aux problèmes envlronnementaur (comme D, NL,
DK), ne l'ayant pas appuyé.

Amltlés,

C. STATHOPOULOS
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NoTE B10(91) 401
CC. AUX MEMBRES

décembre 1991

(SUIte 2 et fIn) AUX BUREAUX NATIONAUX
DU SERVICE DU PORTE-PAROLE

créant un lnstrument f lnanc ler oour I ,ênv 
I ronnemant

CONSEIL ENVIRONNEMENT DU 12 DECEMBRE 1991

La réunlon des Mlnlstres de l'Envlronnement a été partlcullèrement
productlve. Alnsl, après l'accord sur un systèmo communautalre dê label
écologlque et lê règlement sur les lmportat lons et exportat lons dêsprodults chlmlques dangereux, le Consell a adooté la dlrect lvê ,,Habttats,,
et le règlement
(LIFE).

En ce qul concerno la dlrectlve "Habltats" l'accord dê Maaastrlchtprévoyant la créatlon d'un fonds dc convergànce qut flnancera ausst desactlons do protectlon cle l'onvlronnement, a cortalnement faclllté ladlscusslon, permettant à l'Espagne d'accopter le compromls dê la
Présldence. ce compromls prévolt dans I 'Art. 7 le déctenchement du
coflnancomênt communautalrê dans des sltuattons partlcul lères où te
respect dos obl lgatlons prévues par la dlrectlve entraineralt des charges
oxcêsslvos pour certalns Etats membres. La posslbt I lté de cê
coflnancement étalt demandée par les ospagnols qut soullgnatent que
|'appl lcat lon de ta dlrect lve concernê une grande part ie do teurterrltolre et entralnera des cotts lmportants

L'lnstrument flnancler oour l'envlronnement (LIFE) qul a été adoptépourra aussl coflnancer des act lons nécessalres pour l'appl lcat lon de ladlrectlve "Habltats". son enveloppe flnanclère s,élève à 4oo Mécus, sa
durée est de clnq ans, sos obJectlfs généraux sont les sulvants .

promouvol r lê déve loppemont soutenab le et
| 'onv I ronnement;

la quallté de

contrlbuer à la protectlon des habltats et de ta nature;
contr lbuer à renforcer les structures admlnlstrailves et les servtcespour l'envlronnement;
promouvo I r I 'éducat lon et I a format lon ênv I ronnementa le et
l'lnformat lon;
apporter un sout lên techn lque et f lnanc ler aux pays t lers pour
résoudre des problèmes envlronnementaux communs ou globaux.

LIFE lntégrera les lnstruments f Inanclers exlstants ou ên vote
d'adoptlon: AcE Technotogle, MEDSPA, NORSpA et ACNAT. il êst exécuté
par étapes, la premlère se termlnant le 31 décembre 1gg5.

Tard dans la nult du 12 décembre, le consell a adopté une posltton
commune sur la proposltlon do règlement concernant le contrôle des
r I soues présentés par I ês substances ch lm I oues êx I stantês.

t I a également entendu une lntervent lon du commlssalre sur l'Agg.nsg
Eurooéenne oour l'Envlronnement. Vu que le Consel I Européen de Maastrlcht
n'a pas falt avancer la questlon des slèges, M. RlpA dl MEANA a annoncé
son lntent lon de proposer à la Commlsslon, lors des prochalnes semalnes,
l'ldée d'un slège provlsolre avec un système de rotat lon sulvant ta
rotat lon de I a prés I dence.

Le Conse I I a auss I adopté un proJet dê conc lus lon concernant les
or lentat lons pour la Communauté en vue de la CNUED de 1992.

Amltlés,

C. STATHOPOULOS


