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The Governments of the Member States and the Commission of the European

Communrtr.es h,ere represented as follows:

Belgium

MT Luc VAN DEN BRANDE

Denmark

Minister for Employment and Labour

26 .Xt. 1 990
ory/BS/pk

Minister for Labour

State Secretary, Ministry of Labour

Parliamentary State Secretary to the
Federal Minister for Labour and Social
Affai rs

Mi.nister f or Labour,
Employment and Vocationsl Training

Minister for Solidarity,
Health and SociaI Security

MT ETTK KIRKEGAARD

Mr Henrrk HASSENKAM

Germany

Mr Wolfgang VOGT

Mr Jean-Pierre SOISSON

Mr Claude EVIN

I r*e-l and

Mr Bertre AHERN

Greece

Mr Haris CARABARBOUNIS Deputy Permanent Representative

Spain

Mr Luis MARTINEZ NOVAL Mrnister for Labour and Social
Securi ty

France

Minrster for Labour

-I_!-qlv

Mr Carlo DONAT-CATTIN Mrnrster for Employment

Mr Ugo GRIPPo State Secretary,
Ministry of Labour
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Luxembourg

Mr Jean-Claude JUNCKER

Nethe rI ands

Mr Bert DE VRIES

Po rtugal

MT José AIbTno da SILVA PENEDA

Unrted Krngdom

Mr Errc FORTH

Commission

Ms Vasso PAPANDREOU
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Minister for Labour

Minister for EmploYment and
Socral Security

Minrster for EmploYment and
Social Security

ParI iamentary Under-Secretary of
State, Department of EmPIoYment

o

oo

Member
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AsJBESTOS

The councrl agreed on the common position on the amendment to
Dr-rect s,ve 83/ 477 /EEC on the protection of workers from the risks related to
exposure to asbestos.

The common position provides for better protection than that given by

Directive 83/477lEEC against the serious risks arrsing from exposure to asbestos
fj.bres at h,ork and in particular more stringent action levels and limit values
(chrysotile: 0,20 and 0,60 fibres/cm3 respectively; other forms of asbestos

0, 10 and O,30 fibres/"m3 respectively) .

A re-examinatron of Directi.ve 83/477IEEC as a whole is scheduled before
1 January'1996 h,ith a view to improvrng the protection of workers.

VOCATIONAL TRAINING

Comparability of vocational training qualifications

The Council approv"o 
( 1 ) ,h" Resolution set out below:

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNIlIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European Economic Community,

( I ) One delegation agreed subject to conflrmation.
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26.X7 . 1990
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Whereas Councrl Decision 85/368/EEC of 16 JuIy 1985 on the comparability of

vocatronal trarning qualifications between the Hember States of the European

Co*rrnlty ( 1 ) lays down the principles and procedures for expedited common action

t,y the Member States and the Commission to establrsh the comparability of

vocatronal trarnrng qualifi.catrons in the Community and improved informatron on

t he subJect;

Wlrereas, the Communrty charter of Fundamental Social Rights for workers, adopted

by the Heads of State and of Government of eleven Hember States at the European

Council in Strasbourg on 9 December 1989, accords a particular importance to

vocational traininS;

Llhereas, in accordance vÿrth Artrcle 2(2) of Decrsion 85/368(EEC, work on the

comparabrlity of qualificatj.ons may use as a reference the structure of training
Ievels drawn up by the Commrssion with the help of the Advisory Committee on

Vocat ronal Tra inrng;

Whereas work on the comparabrlrty of qualifications for the various sectors of

activity carried out h,ith the assistance of the European Centre for the

Development of Vocatj.onal Train:.ng (CEDEFOP) has up to noh, concerned only some of

the occupations pursued by skilled workers; whereas, consequently, work on the

coatparabrlity of qualrfrcatrons should be extended to the other occupatrons;

(1) 0J N<.r L 199, 31.7.1985, p. 56.
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Whereas, the need to expedrte work on the comparability of qualifications
rctqurrÉ's the rntroductron of some measure of flexrbrlrty rnto
Decision 85/368/EEC;

Whereas, wrth a vlew to the completion of the internal market, the preconditions
for genuine freedom of movement for workers within the Community should be

fuIfrIIed as soon as possrble,

l. (a) TAKES NOTE of the rnterim report submrtted by the Commission on

12 June 1990 on the implementation of Decision 85/368/EEC:

(b) UNDERLINES the interest of information emerging from work on the

eomparability of qualifications, especially for the mobrlity of persons

within the Community and for knowledge of national vocational trainrng
systems;

2. (a) CONSIDERS it necessary, after assessing the results of work on the

comparability of qualifications and, on such a basis, to decide within
three months, on the extension of work on the comparability of
qualifications to the other occupations at alI IeveIs of vocational
training which are involved most frequently in current instances of
mobilrty, takrng account of available national data and with the aid of
the rnstruments already available at Community leveI, for example

EUROSTAT, SEDOC and the European employment survey;

(b) CONSIDERS that in this context vocational training qualifications
connected with technological innovation should be one of the priorities;
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26 .XI. 1990
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(c) LrISHES:

- the Community descriptions of professional activities to reflect the

practrcal iob requirements expressed by the labour market;

- consideration to be given to the question of whether the essential

differences of IeveI and content existing beth,een the Member States

with regard to qualifications relating to the same professional

actrvity, should be included in such descrrptions.

3. (a) NOTES the need to rmprove the procedure laid down in Decision 85/368/EEC,

wlth a view to encouraging more rapid progress in the work of collecting,
analysrng and publrshing rnformation on vocatronal qualifications by means

of close co-operation between the Commission, the Member States and

workers and employers;

(b) also NOTES the need to ensure that the work on the comparability of

vocatronal qualifrcations is effective by making a sustained effort in the

dissemrnation, exchange and utilization of information on the

comparability of vocational qualifrcatj.ons, already established;

(c) CONSiDERS, in addition, that the Commissron should, with the help of

CEDEFOP, gradually br:,ng into operation the database provided for in the

second subparagraph of Artrcle 3 of Decrsron 85/368/EEC, and a Community

Irst of job profiles.
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4. UNDERLINES the advisability of seekrng ways and means of increasing the

ef'fect ivetress of vocat ronal trarnrnB qualifrcat ions, whrle respecting tht:

prerogatives of workers and employers;

5, (a) INVITES Member States to submit the first of the national reports provided

for rn Article 6 of Decision 85/368/EEC by 31 December 1991, incorporatrng
any suggestions which they deem appropriate;

(b) INVITES the Commission to submit proposals taking account of this
Resolution and of the national reports referred to in (a).

Actioq programme for the vocational qualification of young people and their
trreparation for adult working Irfe (PETRA)

The Couneil listened to a statement by Ms PAPANDREOU on a proposed amendment to
the action programme for the vocational qualification of young people and their
preparation for adult r4,orking life (PETRA).
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NON-STANDARD EMPLOYMENT

The Council held a polrcy debate on three proposals for Drrectives on

non-standard employment relationships. These proposals concern employment

relationships other than full-time open-ended employment.

It was pointed out that the Commission had prepared a proposal abased on

ArtlcIe 100 on working condrtions, a second based on Article 100a on distortions

of competition and a thrrd on safety and he'alth based on Article 118a.

Ar the end of the debate the President stated that he would report to the

President of the European CounciI.

DEMOGRAPHY AND FAMILY POLICY

The President of the Council submitted a communication contarning the conclusions

he had drawn from discussions on this j.ssue during the Italian Presidency.

The Councrl agreed to return to the matter at a forthcomi.ng meetin8.
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THE ELDERLY

The Council adopted 
( 1 ) a Decision on Community actions for the elderly in the

period from 1 January 1991 to 31 December 1993.

The Community actions provided for in the Decision include in particular
stimulation measures and exchanges of information, studies and the establishment
of a monitorrng centre as well as the exploration of the usefulness and the

feasibiiity of setting up a European network of innovative experiences as regards

the promotion of:

- mutual asslstance between generations erther through the voluntary work of the

elderly or through therr rntegration rn work for the benefit of the local
communities in which they Iive;

- measures to foster the independence of the elderly.

l.lnder Artrcle 8 of the Decision, 1993 j.s designated as'rEuropean Year of the

Elderly and of Solidarrty beth,een Generations'r.

(1) One delegation agreed subject to confirmation.
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FREEDOM OF HOVEMENT FOR I{ORKERS

The Councrl held a policy debate on progress concernrng the proposals for
amendments to Regulation (EEC) No 1612/68 and Directive 68/36O|EEC. The

discussion centred mainly on the proposed abrogation of the principle of
terrrtoriality as regards the granting of social or tax advantages and on the

proposed extension of the category of persons having the right to install
themselves wrth the uorker.

SOCIAL SECURITY FOR MIGRANT I.JORKERS: NON-CONTRIBUTORY BENEFITS - AIdARD AND

CALCULATION OF PENSiONS

The Council also held a policy debate on progress concerning two proposals for
Regulations to amend Regulatrons (EEC) No 14O8/71 and No 574172 and

Regulation (EEC) No 14O8/71 respectively.
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MISCELLANEOUS DECISIONS

Further Decision in the social sphere - biological agents

The Council adopted the Directive on the protection of workers from the risks to
exposure to biological agents at work, further to its common position of
29 l4ay 1990 (see Press release 6711/90 Presse 77), the European Parliament having

failed to adopt a position on its second reading.

The Directive provides rn the case of any actrvity lrkely to involve a risk of
exposure to biological agents, the nature, degree and duration of workers'

exposure must be determined in order to make rt possible to assess any risk to
the workersr health or safety and to Iay down the measures to be taken.

In accordance with the Directive, an employer must avoid the use of a harmful

brological agent by replacing it h,ith a biological agent which is not dangerous

or is less dangerous.

It also provides that employers must, when requested, provide the competent

authority with appropriate information on a series of important matters

concerning the protection of h,orkers and that they must take individual health
and safety protection measures in the case of aII activities for which there is a

risk due to work h,rth biologrcal agents.

The Directive also includes provisions on the information and training of
workers, the keeping of Ilsts of exposed workers and health surveillance.

Finally, it provides for the Community classification of biological agents within
si.x months of the date of application of the Directive.
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Research

The Council adopted a Decision adopting a specific programme concerning the

preparation and the development of an operational EUROTRA system. (common

position adopted on 29 June 1990 - Press release 7315190 Presse 105)

Relations with Andorra

The Council adop'-s6 a Decision to conclude the Agreement in the form of an

Exchange of Lettt:rs between the European Economic Community and the Principality
of Andorra, signt:d in Luxembourt on 28 June 'l 990 (see

Press release 7258190 Press 98 of 18 and 19.VL1990).

Commercial policy

The Council adopted a Regulation on imports of rice originating in Bangladesh.

Textiles

The Council adopted negotiatrng directives aimed at amendin8 the Agreements on

trade rn textrles products with Poland, Hungary, the Czech and

Slovak Federal RepubIic, Romania and Bulgaria.

Appo intment

The Council replaced a member of the Advisory Committee on Safety, Hygiene and

HeaIth Protection at lrtork who had resigned.
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Brux6lles, le 26 novembre 1g9O

NOTE BIO(90) 367 AUX BUREAUX NATIONAUX
CC. AUX MEMBRES DU SERVICE DU PORTE-PAROLE

.É3

PREPARATION DU CONSE!L AFFAIRES SOCIALES DU 26 NOVEMBRE 1990

La sassron du conseil "Affarres socrares,, du 26 novembre s,annoncê pêuprometteuse ên résurtats. sur res sept proposrtrons !égrsratrveslnscrltes â l'ordre du Jour, le consell sêra vralsemblablement en mesurede prendre deux déclslons (une posltton communo sur !a dlrectlvê amlanteet une déclslon sur les personnes âgéesf. Su. les autres dosslers, lêstravaur, solt ne sont pas sufflsammànt 
"r.n"é" (traval I atyplgue), soltsont bloqués (llbre clrculatlon des travalileurs, sécurlté soclale des

..trava I I lêurs mlgrants).

DIRECTIVE AIIIANTE

1'5oo personnês perdent teur vle par an dans la communauté sulte à uneêxposlt lon à t'amlante sur le lleu de travail. une sér le de dtrect lveset notamment ra drrecil ve gg/477 vrse â réoùire res var€urs d,êxposraondes traval.lleurs â cette substance.

La commlsslon propose désormals des valeurs ptus str lctes que cet lescontenues dans cette drrectrve. Eile -piopose 
notamment pour rachrysoiltê, ta f lbre d,amtante ta ptus utiilsOe l§7% dê ta producttonmondlale) un nlveau d,actlon de 0,25 flbre par cm3 et une vateur llmltede 0,80 flbre par cm3.

La propos lt lon de la comm lss lon a été acceptée par sept dé !égalons sanstoutefors réunrr ra maJorrté quailf rée. c";i;lnes dérégatrons (0, !, DK)préconrsent des varêurs prus basses. Lê par tement Européen a aussrproposâ des chtffres tnràr teurs. gar rapport â ta propostt ton de taCommlsslon; !a présldence a suggéré, à iiil de compromts, tês ch lf f resde 0,20 pour re nrv€au d'act ron et o,so pour ra vareur ilmrte. Lacommlsslon a proposé également l'lnterdlct lon d,lncorporer l,amtante souscertalnes formes dans la construct lon dos bât lments. sulvant sur cepolnt l'avrs do drf férentes dérégat rons-, 
-i, présrdence a proposéd'étendre I rnterdrct ron à touteô res act rvrtés qur rmpilquentl'lncorporat ron de matér raux contenant de t,amrante et, d,autre part, unréexamen par le Consell avant le ler Janvler 1gg5.

La commlsslon a proposé un certaln nombre d'actlons à engager en faveur
!9s_nersonnes âgêes pendant ta pértoae du ter-Janvter 1991 au 31 décembre1993. tt s'agrt d'act rons d'anrmat ron et i,é"t,rng""-.o;irriormat rons,d'études, de ra mrso en prace d'un6 banque de données-et r" ri=" en praceéventuer re d'un réseau européen d'expér rênces novatr lces. La commrssrona proposé en outre quo l'année 1993 solt procrarée,,lnÀà" 

"ilopeenne 
desporsonnes âgées et de ra sor rdarrté entre'res gànérattonsi

Le Consell statuera sur proposltoln cte la commlsslon avant le 31 décembre1991 sur les act lvltés, les pr lor ltés et autres modalttôs de la mtso enoeuvre de l'Année.
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TRAVAIL ATYPloUE (voIr F-37)

Lc conscLl" est appelé l, avolr un débât ü'orlentatlon Dolltlquc sur tcsproposlt lons do lt commlsslon, tenant compte notamment du fatt quo lePar lement Européen vler't do roJotor unc des trols proposlt tons dc lacommlgslon, à 
. savolr la proposlton sur tes ,condlttons de travall,,(fondéc sur l'Art. 100, du Tralté qul n"qut".t l,unanlmlté; res deurautrcg pcuvcnt âtrc adaptées seron !,â commrssron à r; maJor rtéqual lfléc). La commrssron refusant de rotrrer cette proposrtron (commelo Par lement lo souha I te) , le Consc I I peut procéder au débatcl'or lentat lon envlsagé.

. 
FORIIATION PROFESSIONNELLE (voIr P-74I

La Présldonce a élaboré un proJet dê résotutton qul vtsc à étendre tacorrc§pondance des qua I I f lcat lons à certa Ines autres profess lons nononcore couvertes. La Commlsslon est lnvltéa à pr6senter des proposltlons
dans ce sens.

Par allleurs, Madamo PAPANDREOu préeentcra au consell la.communtcatton dcla commlsslon sur ro programmo PETRA qur prévort, ïnüe---autre, unodéclslon élarglssant co programme au programme ,,Echange do Jeunestrava I I lcurs,,.

DE}MGRAPI{!E EÎ POLITIOUE

La Présldence veut organlser un débat sur co thème eur base du mémorandumItallcn qul a étô dlf fusé lors do la réunton tnformeile de Rome le 2sseptembre 1'990. L'amblt lon de la Présldence d'about lr â aes conctustonsdu conscll qul servlront d'orlentatlon en vue de la poursulte des travauxse heurtcra aur réserves de deux dél6gailons (D, NL) gul constoèrcnt quece thème no relève pas de la comp6tenci cormunàutal.".

ll s'aglt de la modlf lcat lon du rêglement 1612 retat tf â la ilbreclrculat lon dcs travallleurs et do la dlrect lve 6g1360 retat lve audéplaccment et au séJour des travallleurs et do leur famllle dans la
Communauté.

Le chômage entrê pays du ll,ord (sauf IRL) et pays du Sud n,a pas pormts dêréal lser des progrès sur cos deux proposltlons de la commlsslon.

Les pays du Nord ne sont pas favorables à un élarglssement dê lacatôgorle des pesonnos ayant le drolt de s,lnstaller avêc testravalllcurs, îl au prlnclpe de l,asslmllailon des sltuatlons qulpermettralent aux travalllleurs mlgrants d,avolr drolt aux mêmesavantages soclaur et f lscaur que les travallleurs nailonaur (même sl lesfalts n6cessalres â l'ouverture des drolts se sont prodults dans un autreEtat membres). La Présldence soumettra au Consell une proposttlon de
comprom I s.
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cette proposltlon do la cornnlcslon qul vlse à modlflcr lc nèglement1108/71 est bloquée au conscl I oepuis des années. Er re renrend unesuggest !on f rançalse tendant à I lmlter les ef fets de la Jur lspructence dela cour de Justlce afln que les prestatlons non contrlbutlves qu! ont uncaractère d'asslstanco soclale solent versées par l,Etat do résldence àdes porsonnes qur ont des rossources ilmrtbàs. è;; p-r-esta.,ons nêpourralent pas âtre "exportéca" pursqu'eiles vrsent n gar"nii, un ntveaudo vri décent dans 
'Etat 

où rés'r;"-i; t;;;;rireur. Deux pays (r, poRT)
demandent quo ces prestatlons pulssent êtrc ,oxportéês,, dan§ certalnescond I t lons.

" Enf ln, un débat d'or lentat lon aura I !eu sur la proposlt lon de lacommlsslon de modlf ler certalns règtements qut vtseni à stmpt tf !er tesràgles pour le catcut et t,octiol des 'panstons, 
à protéger testravallleurs mlgrants contre une appllcatlon trop rtgoureuse des règlesant l-cumul nat lonales êt à combler les lacunes de la réglcmentat loncommunauta I re actuel le.

Amltlés,

C. Stathopoulos



BruxeJles, le 26 novombre

i{oTE B10(90) 367 (sulte 1)
CC. AUX MEMBRES DU SËRVICE

1990

AUX BUREAUX NATIONAUX
DU PORTE-PAROLE

CONSEIL AFFAIRES SOCIALES OU 26 NOVEMBRE 1990

Lc Conscll a pu aboutlr à un AsCOLd sur ta modlf lcailon dc la dtrecilve
"Amlanto". La posltlon communo du Consell prévolt les valours sulvanteg :

O,2O îlbre par cm3 pour lo nlvcau d'acilon et 0,60 f lbro par cm3 pour ta
valeur llmlte. Lês Etats membrcs mettent 6n oêuvre les dlspostt tons
téglslatlvcs nécessalres pour se conformer aux nouvol les valcurs au plus
tard lc 1er Janvlcr 1993. Toutefots, ta dato du ler Janvler 1gg3 ost
romplacée par celle du ler Janvler 1gg6 en cs qul concerne lcs acilvltés
ertract lves de l 'amlantê (NB : pour la Grècc une dérogailon est prévuc
allant Jusqu'au 1or Janvler 1999 et qul concêrno l,appllcailon des
nouvol los valcurs par l'lndustr lo mlnlère de ce payg).

Le Consell a également aoorouvé le proJet de résotutlon concernant la
corresDondancê d6s oual lf lcatlons dê format lpn profêsslonnelle. Le
Conscll estlme nécessalre d'évaluer les résultats des travaux concêrnant
la correspondance des qual lf lcat lons et, à ta lumlère de ccttc évaluat lon
dc se prononcer, sur l'oxtênslon dos travaur concornant la correspondance
dos quallflcatlons aux autres profcsslons do tous les nlveaur de
format lon professlonncl le.

Amltlés,

C. Stathopoulos





Bruxcl les, le 27 novembre 1990

NOTE Bl0(90) 367 (sulte 2 et lfn) AUX BUREAUX NATIONAUX
CC. AUX MEMBRES DU SERVICE DU PORTE.PAROLE

CONSEIL AFFAIRES SOCIALES DU 26 NOVEMBRE 1990

Lc Conscll a approuvé comme prévu la déclslon sur les personnes âgées qul
vls6 à renforcer l'étude ctês problèmes de ccs personnes, élarglr
l'échange d'lnformatlon entrê les Etats membres à ce suJet et proclamer
l'année 1993 "Année curopéennê dês personnos âgées ot do la solldarlté
entrs les générat lons". Dans son lntcrvent lon Madamo PAPANDREOU a
soullgné quo malgré lo falt quo l'obJcctlf rcste llmlté, compte tcnu
aussl du prlnclpe do la subsldlarlté, los actlons envlsagées sont
néanmolns lmportantes. Le vlol I I lssoment progrssslf de nos populat lons,
a-t-elle aJouté, peut dans deux clÔcennles porter attolnte à la cohâslon
de la communauté.

La dlscusslon sur la llbre clrculatlon des travallleurs et la sécurlté
soclale des travalll6urs mlgrants n'a pas falt progressé ces dosslêrs.

Enf ln, un débat d'orlentatlon que la Préslclence a voulu organlser sur les
propoolt lons de la Commlsslon concêrnant le traval I atyplquo a permls de
constater que :

- ccrtalns Etats membrcs (notamment UK,D, IRL) n'acceptent pas l'Art.
100 A (maJor lté quallf 1ée) commê baso Jur ldlquc d'unc des trols
dlrêctlvês;

d'autros (B) pourralent par contre l'accepter;

ll y a des Etats membres (F,lRL, Lux) qul attendcnt de la conférence
lntcrgouverncmentale de ctéclcter sur une éventuslle générallsatlon du
prlnclpe de la maJorlté quallf lée;

certalns d'entre oux (F, Lux) tout en reconnalssant que lês trols
dlrêctlvos forment un tout cohérent, sont en faveur d'une séparatlon
dans l'lmmédlat de la dlrectlve sur la santé ot la sécurlté qul se
base Eur l'Art. 118A et qul nc semble pas êtrc controversée, afln de
progressor.

La Présldêncê n'a pas exclu I 'organlsat lon d'une nouvol le réunlon
formello du Consell dcs Af falros soclales avant la f ln de cette année.

t hopou I os




