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The Governments of the Member States and the Commission of the European

Communities were represented as follows:

.B_e_Ie1']m

MT Luc VAN DEN BRANDE

Denmark

Minrster for Labour and Employment
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Minrster for Labour

Parlianentary State Secretary to the
Federal Minister for Labour and Social
Affai rs

Mlnister for Labour

Minister for Labour and Social
Securi ty

Minister for Labour

Mr Erik KIRKEGAARD

Germany

Mr \r,olfgang VOGT

Greece

Mr Apostoios KAKLAMANIS

Spain

Mr ManueI CHAVES GONZALEZ

France

Mr Bertie AHERN

ItaIy

Mr Jean-Pierre SOISSON Minj.ster for Labour, Employment
and Vocational Trainrng

Mr André LAIGNEL state Secretary attached to the
Minister for Labour, Employment
and Vocational Trarnrng, with
responsibi I ity for Vocatronal Training

Mrs Mrchèle ANDRE state secretary for ldomen's Rights

Ireland

Mr DONAT CATTIN Minister for Labour

Mr Ugo GRIPPO State Secretary,
Ministry for Labour
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[,uxembourB

Mr Thiemy SÎOLL

Netherlands

Mrs Elske lER VELD

Port u8a I

Mr Josê AIbino da SILVA PENEDA

United Kin8dom

Mr Norman FOULER

Mr Tim EGGAR

9el4ission

Mr Martin BANGEMANN

Ms Vasso PAPANDREOU

Deputy Permanent Representative

State Secretary, Ministry of
Social Affairs and Employment

Minister for Labour and
Social Security

Secretary of State for Employment

Minister of State,
Department of Employment

o
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Vice -Pres ident
Member
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30.xI.1989

EUROPEAN E},IPLOYMENT SURVEY

The Council of the European Communities and the Ministers for Labour and

SociaI Affairs, meeting within the Councll, adopted the following Resolution on

settj.ng up a European employment survey:

IITHE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES AND lHE }'IINISTERS FOR LABOUR AND

SOCIAL AFFAIRS, MEETING T.JITHIN THE COUNCIL,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European Economic Community,

Having regard to the Council Resolutlon of 22 December 1986 on an action

programme on employment groh,th 
( 1 ),

Having regard to the Council Resolution of 5 June 1989 on continuing

vocational trainin g (2\ 
,

Having regard to the conclusions of the European Council meetings in Hanover on

?7 and 28 June 1988, in Rhodes on 2 and 3 December 1988 and in Madrid on 26

and 27 June 1989,

(l) 0J No C 340, 31.12.1986, p. 1

(2) OJ No C 148, 15. 6.1989, p. L
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30.xI.1989

Whereas completion of the internal market urilI bring enhanced Srowth thereby

creating substantially more iobs in the Member States in the medium term;

ttthereas the initial phase of increased competition and intensified restructuring

could lead to job losses and changes in employment patterns localized in certain

regions and certain sectors;

Whereas in order to make a success of these changes it is essential for aII

those involved to identify the problems soon enough to be able to minimize the

IikeIy adverse effects during the transitional phase and, conversely, to make

the most of the advantages that are anticipated in the medium term;

L,hereas, also, shortages of skilled labour are beginning to emerge in many

sectors and whereas in some Member States, owing to their specific demographic

trends, the working population is in decline;

Whereas employment policies are the responsibility of the Member States;

tjhereas, in accordance with Conmunity law, the Commission has a maior role to
play in the fleld of emPloymentl

l1hereas both sides of industry should be closely involved in efforts to

rnvestlgate these problems and seek practical means of solving them, and whereas

this co-operation would pave the way for progress in the Member Statesr

economies;
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30.xI.1989

tr,hereas it is important that those engaged in economic and social affairs should

have the information they need to define strategies which take account of the

employment situation in sectors affected by completion of the internal market,

INVITE the Commissron and the Member States to set up a European employment

survey its remit being to study employment trends on an ongoing basis,

focussing on the sectors affected by completion of the internal market,

taking into account the work already carried out at Community level, namely:

- to gather available information from the Member States on the prospects

for change in employment and qualifications in the sectors most affected

by completion of the internal market;

to provide an overview of the information gathered, making it possible to

distinguish the broad trends in those sectors;

to circulate widely, for operational purposes, the results of the work

referred to in the precedlng lndent to a1l those h,ith responsibility for
economic and soci.al affairs, especially both sides of industry wlthin the

Community;

EN
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30.xI.1989

commission, in coniunction with the Member states and after

both sldes of industry, to §ubmit to them on a regular basis the

sectors covered by the surveyrs remit and, at the annual debate on

to submit to the Council a surunary of work carried out on these

sectors;

INVITE the Commission, from the beginning of 1990, to take the necessary steps

to set up the survey in question by calling upon the human and financial

resources at its disPosal;

3. INVITE the Member states to co-operate with the commission in conducting the

survey;

INVITE in particular each Member State to designate a national co-ordinator

provide the information referred to in the first indent of point 1 and give

the Commission any appropriate assistance with its task, thereby creatrng a

Community-wide network to assist in carryint out the remit described in

point 1;

CONSIDER that the information provided within the framework of the survey

should contribute to enabling both the Member States and the Commission to

reflect, inter aIia, upon improving the employment and iob creation lmpact

the European Social Fundrr.
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30. xI . 89

EUROTECNET PROGRAMME

The Councll agreed to the Communlty action programme to promote rnnovatlon rn tirc

freld of vocational traj.ning as a result of technological change in the European

communrry ( EURoTECNET) .

Thc Councrl instructed the Permanent Representatrves Committee to frnalrze the

text of the Deersron h,1th a view to its formal adoption as an 'rArr rtem at a

forthcoming meeting.

The programme will run for five years from 1 January 1990 with the aim of
promoting innovation in the fields of basic vocational training and contrnurng

vocational training to take account of technological changes and their impact on

employment, work and qualrfrcations.

The EUROTECNET programme comprises a network of national or transnatronal
innovatory projects desrgned to develop and improve vocational training policies
and systems for the new technologies in the Member States and a series of
Communtty measures desrgned to support and supplement national measures,

roffi)-- EN
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30. xI .89

WORKPLACE DIRECTIVE

The Council adopted the Drrective concerning the minrmum safety and health
requirements for the workplace (first individual Drrective withrn the meanlng of
the framework Directive of 12 June 1989 on the protectron of the safety and

hc.al th of workers at work ) .

The Directive provides, tnter aIia, that:

- workplaces used for the first time after 31 December 1992 must satisfy the

mrnimum safety and health requrrements laid down in Annex I (concerning,, for
example: electrical installations, emergency routes and exrts, frre detectron
and fire fighting, ventilation of enclosed workplaces, room temperature and

room Iightrng, rest rooms, sanitary equipment, etc. );

- rn the case of workplaces in use before 1 January 1993, employers must apply
the mrnlmum safety and health requrrements laid down in Annex II - whrch are

less strin8ent than t[rr5e Iard down in Annex I - at the latest four years after
.l January 1993.

Under the Directive, consultation and participation of workers ;rnd/or thorr'
representatives will take place in accordance with Article 11 of the framework

Drrective on the matters covered by this Drrective, including its Annexes.

EN
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30. xL 89

WORK EQUIPMENT DIRECTIVE

The Councrl adopted the Drrectrve concernrng the minimum safety and health
reqllrrements for the use of work equipment by workers at h,ork (second rndrvrduaL

Dlrective wrthrn the meanrng of the framework Drrectrve of 12 June 1989 on the

protection of the safety and health of workers at work).

The Drrectj.ve lays down in particular that the employer must obtain and/or use:

- work equipment which, :.f provided to workers in the undertakrng and/or

establishment for the first trme after 31 December 1992, complies wrth the

provisions of any relevant Community Directive which is applicable or the

minimum requirements Iaid down in the Annex, to the extent that no other
Community Directive is applrcable or is so only partially;

- work equlpment which, if already provided to workers in the undertaking and/or
establi.shment by 31 December 1992, complies vÿith the mlnimum requirements Iaid
down in the Annex no later than four years after that date.

Under the Drrectj,ve, consultation and participatron of workers and/or therr
representattves will take place in accordance with Article 11 of the framework

Directive on the matters covered by this Directive, including its Annex.
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30. xI . 89

p E_R s o N A_L_BRor EC r I v E EQu I P {E_ryI_-Ql sEqILy E

The Council adopted the Drrectrve concerning the mj-nrmum safety and health

requrrements for the use of personal protective equlpment by workers at work

(thrrd indrvrdual Directive wi,thrn the meaning of the framework Directive of

l2 June 1989 on the protection of the safety and health of workers at work).

The Directive lays down rn particular that, before choosing personal protective

equipment, the employer rs required to assess the personal protective equipment

which he intends to use. This assessment shalI involve, inter aIra, an analysrs

and assessment of risks whrch cannot be avoided by other means.

In accordance with the Directive, Member States shall ensure that gerreral rules

are established for the use of personal protectrve equipment coverrng rrsk cases

and srtuations where the use of personal protective equipment is necessary.

The Annexes to the Directrve contain useful information on the establishment of

these notes.

The Directrve also lays down that consuttation and participation of workers

and/or their representatrves will take place in accordance with Arti-cle 11 of the

framework Directive on the matters covered by this Directive, including its

Annexes .

EN
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DIRECÎIVE ON CARCINOGENS

The Council approved rts common position on

on the protection of workers from the risks
work. This common posrtron witl be sent to
co-operation procedure.

30. xI . 89

the proposal for a Council Dlrective
related to exposure to carcrnogens at

the European Parliament under the

The proposed Directive lays down that the employer must reduce use of carcinogens

at the place of work, in particular by replacing them, insofar as is technrcally
possible, with substances, preparations or processes which are not dangerous or
are less dangerous. L,henever carcinogens are used, the employer must apply a
series of organizational measures to prevent or reduce exposure.

EN
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30. xL 89

FORCE PROGRAMME

Commissioner PAPANDREOU presented to the Council a Commission communication on a

Community action programme for the development of continuing vocational tralnlng
(FORCE). Following an exchange of views, the President drew the following

conclusions:

ilThe Council notes with satisfaction that the Commission has submitted a

Community action programme for the development of continuing vocational

t raining .

This proposal, prepared following the Council Resolution of 5 June, gives

concrete form to the challenge which effective access to continuing vocational

training represents for every European and is consistent with the priorrties
outlined in the context of the social dialogue at VAL DUCHESSE.

In line with the approach evolved at the informal meeting in AUXERRE, this
actton programme wiII reinforce the fundamental role which continuing vocational

training needs to play in the completion of the interior market. It will help

to underpin investment in human resources, which is a decisive factor both

social Iy and economlcal IY.

For this reason, the Councit considers that the lrtorking Party on Social

Questions needs to commence examination of the Commission proposal h,ithout

delay. The Council wishes to reach a decision by 1 JuIy 1990.rr.

EN
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30. xI . 89

COMMISSION ACTION PROGRAMME IN THE FIELD OF EMPLOYMENT. INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS

SOCIAL AFFAIRS AND TRAINING

The Council heard an oral communication from Mrs PAPANDREOU on the Commission

action programme on the implementation of the Social Charter.

The Council awaits with lnterest the first series of proposals which the
commission wiII be submittlng to lt under its 1990 work progratnme.

EUROPEAN COMPANY

The Council heard a communication from Vice-President BANGEMANN on the social
aspects of the European Company.

VOCATIONAL ÎRAINING AND THE EMPLOYMENÎ OF I.'OMEN IN EUROPE

The Council heard a communication from the French delegation on vocational
training and the employment of r.romen 1n Europe.

ILO: SAFETY IN THE USE OF CHEMICALS AT I.IORK

The Council adopted a Decision concerning the negotiations of the International
Labour conference on safety in the use of chemicals at tJork.

EN
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30. xI . 89

MISCELLANEOUS DEC IS IONS

Drsplay screen equipment

FoIlowing substantive approval at its Social Affairs meeting on 30 October 1989,

the Council adopted the common position with a view to the adoption of the

Directive on the minimum safety and health requirements for work with display

screen equipment.

It should be noted that this Directive will be the 5th individual Directrve

within the meaning of the framework Directive of'12 June 1989 and wiII constitute

the final action of the Article 118a package submitted by the Commission rn

March 1988.

Under the Directive, employers are required to:

- analyse workstations in order to evaluate the safety and health conditions to

which they give rise for their workers;

- take appropriate measures to ensure that workstations meet the minimum

requirements laid down rn the Annex to the Directive with regard to equipment,

environment and operator/computer interface.

the Directive also lays down that:

- the h,orkerrs activitles must be planned in such a way that daily work on a

display screen is periodically interrupted;

- workers are entitled to an appropriate eye and eyesight test and, if necessary,

an opthalmological examination.

The Directive lays doh,n that consultation and participation of workers and/or

their representatives will take place in accordance v',ith Article 11 of the

framework Directive on the matters covered by this Directive.
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30. xI . 8e

Genetically modrfled organlsms

FoIlowing the policy agreement reached at its Environment meeting on

19 September 1989, the Councrl adopted the common position with a view to the

adoption of a Directive on the deliberate release into the environment of
genetically modified organisms.

This Directive, together with that on the confined use of genetically modifred
organisms - agreed on at the Environment Council meeting on I and 9 June 1989 but
for which the consultation procedure with the European Parliament is stiII in
progress - sets out to create a consistent framework for the development of
biotechnology within the Community under safe conditions.

It is designed to ensure that genetically modified organisms (GMOs) are used in
the natural environment in complete safety. It lays down a case-by-case
notrfication and approval procedure, with the procedure varying depending on

whether release is for R&D purposes or in the form of products for placing on the
market .

Relations with the EFTA countries

The Council decided to sign, subiect to conclusion, the Agreements between the
European Economic Community and the Republic of Austria, the Republic of Finland,
the Republic of Iceland, the Kingdom of Norway, the Kingdom of Sweden and the
Swrss Confederation on trade electronic data lnterchange using the communications
net'/ÿork (TEDIS).

undertakings, including smalI and medium-sized enterprises, research
establishments and other bodies established in the six partner countries may

1O3O9/89 (Presse 228 - c) che/LGldot EN
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tender for and perform contracts under the TEDIS programme on the same terms and

under the same procedures as those applying to undertakings, research

establishments and other bodies established in the Community.

The outcome of the implementation of the TEDIS programme and, in particular, of

contracts concluded 1n aecordance with Article 2 is notified to the Contracting

Part ies .

Financial contributions by the Contractin8 Parties wiII be determined by a

GDP-based proportional coefficient.

The Council also decided to consult the European Parliament, in accordance wrth

the urgent proeedure, and the Economic and Social Committee on the aforementioned

Agreements.
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Bruxel les, le 29 novembre

NOTE BIO(89) 362 AUX BUREAUX
CC. AUX MEMBRES DU SERVICE DU

1 989

NAT I ONAUX
PORTE-PAROL E

433

PREPÀRATION DU CONSEIL AFFAIRES SOCIALES DU 30 NOVEMBRE 1989

Bonnes perspect lves pour la réunton des Mlnlstres des Affalressoclales qul se t lendra le 3o novembre à Brurelles. Lo Consell seraen mesure d'adopter trols dlrectlves sur lesquell.es ll avalt déJàdégagéuneposltlonffiaseSslondu5avrll1989.ll
s'aglt des dlrectlves concernant la santé et la sécurlté dans les
" l leux de trava I 1", les "6qulpements de trava I l,' et les ,,équlpements
de protect lon lndlvtdueile " (volr aussl lp(ggrz2g). sur ces textesne subslste prat lquement plus do dlfflcultés de fond. Dans certalnscas, cependant, le consel I est revenu à sa posltlon commune en déplt
des amendements du par l ement européen repr I s par I a comm I ss lon.

En ce qul concerne plus part lcullèrement les prescr lpt lons mlnlmales
de sécurlté et de santé pour les lleux de traval! une dlstlncttonestfalteentreleslleuxdetrav@|aprem|èrefols
après le 31 décembre 1992 et ceux déJà utlllsés. Pour ces dernlers,les prescr lpt lons mlnlmales devralent s,appt lquer, de l.avls unanlmedes délégatlons, au ptus tard guatre ans après lc 31 décembre 1992.
Reprenant un amendement du pE, la commlsslon a proposé deux ans (laposltlon commune prévoyalt clnq ans).

Mâme sltuatlon pour la dlrectlve "équlpements de traval l ". La
Commlsslon, dans sa proposlt lon re du pE, aproposé que le déla I d'adaptat lon pour tes machlnes ut I I lsées au
traval I et qul exlstent avant le 31 décembre l9g2 solt de deux ans.
La pos lt lon commune ava lt retenu clnq ans, onze cté légat lons sont ên
f aveur d6 quatre ans, l'ltalle soutlent la Commlsslon.

De même, le consoll sera en mesure d'approuver la proposltlon de
déclslon relat lve au programmê ,,EUROTECNET 1I,,. ll s,aglt du
A;ux tTme progr amme d'act lon comm[tâGIîËEns te doma tne de ta
format lon prof esslonnelle et du changement tachnologlque (volr aussl
P-42).

Ce programme, d'une durée de clnq ans (lgg0-lgg4) , â prlnclpalement
pour obJect lf d'amél lorer la capactté de l'of f re de format lon
lnltlale et contlnue dans la Communauté et de prendre en
consldéralton les changements technologlques et leur lmpact sur
l'emplol, le travall et les quallf lcatlons nécessalres.

Blen que le programme solt prévu pour clnq ans, la Commlsslon n,a
proposé d'est lmat lon budgétalre que pour les trols premlères années
du programme dans I e cadre des perspect I ves f I nanc I ères 1988-1992
résultant de l'Accord lnterlnstltutlonnel. L'enveloppe budgétalre
de 7,5 Mécus qul est suggérée est destlnée à couvrlr les acttons
d'accompagnement du programme (échanges, an lmat lons, ass I stanco
technlque, consel ls, etc.) alors que le flnancement des proJets
proprements dlts relèveralt des Etats membres; des ressourcês
complémentalres pourralent être obtenuês auprès du Fonds soclal pour
des proJets éllglbles â ce fonds (approxlmatlvement 21,5 Mécus
seralent à moblllser dans le cadre du Fonds soclal).
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Autre sujet lmportant le programme d'act lon rclat lf à la mlsc cn
oeuvre des drolts contenus dans lc proJet dc Charte soelatc. Madâmc
PAPANDREOU a I ' I ntent lon dc fa I re unc commun I cat lon ora lc cn vue
d'lnformer lcs Mlnlstres du contenu du programme (volr aussl p-62).
on s'attend alnsl à un pramler débat à ce suJct au s6ln du consal l'.

Le Consell oxamlnora enf ln un projet dc résolutlgn quc la présldcnec
lul a préscnté, lnvltant la Commlsslon et lcs Etats mcmbrcs à mctttc
en place un observatolre curopôen de l'emplol. La rtltslon de cat
observatolre seralt d'analyscr l'évolutlon prévlslbtc dc l,cnplol
dans les Etats membres. 1l est à notcr à cct égard quc la
Commlsslon ut I I lser déJà un systèmc d'observat ton dd l'évolut lon dc,
l'emplol dâns la Communauté.

I

c.

{mltlés,

(
STATHOPOULOS



Bruxellos, le 30 novembre 1989

NOTE Bl0(89) 362 (sulte 1et f tn) AUX BUREAUX NAT|ONAUX
CC. AUX MEMBRES DU SERVICE DU PORTE-PAROLE

Accord du Consel I sur les trols dlrectlves concernant la santé et la
3EilTté Oans les I leux de t reJg I !-, tes équ tpements de t rava ! I et
t". éqrtp"r"nt" 0"ffi tdue tffi""
mlnlstres ont pu adopté ces trols proposlt lons moyennant certalns
amendements. Alnsl, ên ce qul concêrnê la dlrectlvc ,, llcux dc
travall" ra pérlode transltolre prévue pour l'adaptatlon des I lêux
de travall déJà utlllses a étê rédultc à trols ans (quatro pour te
Portugal). Le délal d'adaptatlon pour les "égulpements de travalt,,
exlstants avant le 31 décembrc 1992 est resté de quatro ans. A
l'accord sur ces trols dlrêctlves s'est aJouté un accord sur une
posltlon commune concernant la dlrectlve "agents cancorlgènes". II
s'aglt de la proposltlon de la Commlsslon qul vlse à harmonlser les
rég lementat lons des Etats membres concernant I 'expos I t lon
profess lonne I le et de renforcer la protect lon des trava I I lerus
contre 31 agents cancerlgènes et hult procédés lndustrlels. Pour
ces substances et procédés, I 'expos I t lon des trava I t leurs dol t être
rédulte à un nlveau aussl falble qu'l I est ralsonnablement posslble
d'attelndre.

Avec l'adoptlon des trols dlrectlves sur la santê et la sécurlté et
de la posltlon communê sur la "dlrêctlve cancerlgènês", l'Europe
soclale a acguer lt de nouvelles f rontlères, a déclaré le Commlssalre
Madame PAPANDREOU. Chaque dlrectlve concernant la santé et la
sécur lté adoptée, a-t-el le aJouté, renforce le paral lel lsme établ I

entre la construct lon du Grand Marché lnter leur et de l'Europe
soclale, dlmlnue les lnégal ltés et encourage la crolssance en
amél lorant les condlt lons de vle et de traval l.

Le Consell a également approuvé le proJet de résolutlon pour la mlse
en oeuvre d'un Observatolre européen de l'emplol.

En marge du Consell la Présldence et Madame PAPANDREOU ont reÇu le
Présldent du PE Enrlque BARON CRESPO qul leur a exprlmé l'avls de
son lnst I tut lon sur le proJet de Charte socla le. Le texte du
compromls que la Presldence soumêttra au Consel I européen n'est pas
acceptable, selon M. Baron. "C'est le proJet de Charte soclale
adopté par l a Comm l ss lon européenne", a-t-l l dl t, "qul const l tue un
premler pas pour la mls6 en place de drolts soclaux fondamentaux
dans la CEE et le PE consldère qu'll ne représento qu'un socle
mlnlmum en-deçà duquel le Consell européen ne sauralt aller".

Le Consel I a eu aussl en restrelnte un brêf débat sur le programme
d'act lon que la Commlsslon a présenté et qul complète la Charte
soclale. Madame PAPANDREOU a esqulssé les grandes I lgnes de ce
programme. Certalnes délégat lons ( lT, DE, ESP) ont déclaré qu'ayant
à pelne reÇu le document, elles n'étalent pas ên mesure de falre de
commentalres, d'autres ont appuyé les ldées pr lnclpales du
programme; la délégat lon br ltannlque a expr lmé son appul pour des
lnltlatlves dans le domalne de la santé et de la sécurlté dans les
lleux de travall, mals aussl des crltlques sur d'autres mesures
envlsagées soullgnant qu'll faudralt donner la prlorlté à la
créat lon d'emplols.
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Le consell a approuvé aussl la dêclslon relatlve au programmo
"EUROTECNET ll" (accord du DK ad refer6ndum). ll a écouté cnfln unerposé du V lce-Prés ldent BANGEMANN sur !a soc t6tô de dro I t 

"uropO'Jn.M. BANGEMANN a esqutssé te contenu de ta proposttlon dc ta
Commlsslon tout en soul lgnant son caractère opt lonncl ct le cholrqul peut âtre fa I t entre trols modètes dl fférents.

t-Amltlé§,
:

I
.C: D.. EHLEBTIANN


