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the Governments of the Member States and the Corunission of the European

Communities were represented as follows:

Be lgium:

Mr PauI DE KEERSMAEKER State Secretary for European
Affairs and Agriculture

Denmark:

Mr Henning DYREMOSE Minister for Labour

Germany:

Mr Otto SCHLECHT State Secretary, Federal Ministry
of Economic Affairs

Mr Dieter von L,UERZEN

Greece:

State Secretary, Federal Ministry
of Economic Affairs

Mrs Vasso PAPANDREOU Deputy Minister for Trade

Spain:

Mr Pedro SOLBES State Secretary for Relations with
the European Communities

France:

Mrs Edith CRESSON Minister for European Affairs

Ireland:

Mr Seamus BRENNAN Minister of State at the Department
of Industry and Commerce

Italy:

Mr Pietro CALAMIA Ambassador, Permanent Representative

Luxembourg:

Mr Thierry STOLL Deputy Permanent Representative

Netherlands :

Baron van VOORST tot VOORST State Secretary for Foreign Affairs
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Portugal:

Mr Vitor A.M. da COSTA MARTINS

United Kin8dom:

Mr Francis MAUDE

Commission:

Lord COCKFIELD
Mr Peter SUIHERI..AND

21.XIL88

State Secretary for European
Integration

Under-Secretary of State,
Department of lrade and Industry

Vice-President
Member
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21.XII.88

SAFEÎY OF MACHINERY

In the context of removing technical barriers to trade, the Council adopted a

common position on one of the most important Directives following the trnew

approachrr deflned in the Council Resolution of 7 May 1985. It ls part of the

work programme set out in the white paper on completion of the internal market.

the common position will be forwarded to the European Parliament under the

co-operation procedure.

This new lega1 instrument has been introduced in particular to harmonize national
provisions concerning the safety of new machines and to eliminate barriers to
trade arising out of the disparity of such provisions.

The Directive defines the essential general safety and health requirements,

supplemented by a series of more specific requirements for certain categories of

machinery. Harmonized European standards will be drawn up by the European

Committee for Standardization (CEN) and the European Committee for
Electrotechnical Standardization (CENELEC). Those standards wiII relate to the

design and construction of machinery and wiII enable compliance with the

essential requirements to be checked.

Manufacturers themselves wiII be able to declare that their machinery complies

with the essential requirements, although they may, if need be, call on third
parties to carry out examinations.

A more restrictive certification procedure has been laid down for certain types

of machinery with a higher risk potential.

EN

-4-
10463/88 (Presse 219) ary/AH/kr



21.XII.88

From an economic viewpoint, it covers just over half of the communityrs

mechanical engineering sector, i.e. approxlmately 110 to
120 thousand million ECU. Its scope is vast because it covers both machines of
very simple design and very complex machinery lnstallations such as manufacturing
ceIIs and flexible workshops.

From the social policy vlewpoint, the impact of this Directive is also
considerable. By means of the eesentlal regulrements which it deflnes, the
Directive introduces real Community leglslation concerning prevention of
accidents at the workplace.

the Directive is due to enter into force by 1 January 1993 at the latest.
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CONTROL OF CONCENTRATIONS BETI{EEN UNDERTAKINGS

the Council had a further detailed discussion on in" main problems arising in the

context of the control of concentrations between undertakings.

The following subjects in pertlcular h,ere at lsgue:

- determination of the scope of the Regulation (definition of concentrations
havi.ng a Community dimension - in particular thresholds);

- proceedings for authorization of a concentration and appraisal criteria
(competition aspects and certain others, in particular of a general economj.c

nature);

- automatic suspensory effect of notification or Commission decision to suspend

putting a concentration into effect;

- treatment of public undertakings;

- the Commissionrs powers and safeguarding Member States' legitimate interests;

- the problem of applying the Regulation and Articles 85 and 86 of the

EEC lreaty.

Following the Councilrs discussions, the President observed that substantial
progress had been made and noted the Council's willingness to continue these

discussions on the basis of that day's proeeedings.

EN
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RESTRUCTURING OF THE IÎALIAN SÎEEL INDUSTRY

As a follord-up to the proceedlngs at its Industry meeting on 13 December 1988,

the Council resumed its discusslons on restructuring the Italian public steel
industry.

Noting a statement by the German delegation defining the German governmentrs

position, the Council unanimously gave its assent to the compromise solution
drawn up at its meetinS on 13 December 1988.

OFFICIAL INSPECTION OF FOODSÎUFFS

the Council approved a common position on the Directive laying down general

principles for official inspections of foodstuffs.

the recitals of the Directive emphasize the importance of trade in foodstuffs in
the common market, the need to protect health and the problems which the

existence of different types of inspection could create for the free movement of
goods.

For the purposes of the Directive, inspection relates to:

- foodstuffs;
- food additives, vitamins, mineral salts, trace elements and other additives

intended to be sold as such;

- materials and articles intended to come into contact with foodstuffs.

The inspections provided for by the Directlve are aimed at preventing risks to
public health, guaranteeing fair commercial transactlons and protecting consumer

interests.

EN
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FOODSTUFFS - APPROXIMATION OF LAIdS

After completing the procedure of co-operatlon with the European Parliament, the

Council adopted three Directives on the approxlmatlon of the laws of the Member

States in the following fields:

- materials and artlcles intended to come lnto contact wlth foodstuffs. The

purpose of thls Directive is to determine the sectors for which it is necessary

to draw up speclflc directives and to define procedures to be followed to that
end;

food addltives authorized for use in foodstuffs intended for human consumption.

This Directive aims in particular at laying the foundations for drawing up

Iists of authorized additives and the conditions for their use;

quick-frozen foodstuffs for human consumption. this Dlrective aims at drawing

up Community rules in this fleld covering the various stages of the entire cold
chain, such as manufacture, stora8e, transport, distribution and retail sale.

1 àrylAH/kr EN
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MEDICINAL PRODUCTS DERIVED FROM HUMAN BLOOD

The Council adopted a common position - to be forwarded to the European

Parliament under the co-operation procedure - on a Directive extending the

scope of Directives 65/65/EEC and ?5/319/ËEC and laying down speeial provisions

for industrially manufactured medicinal products derived from human blood and

plasma.

This Directive provides in particular for the introduction of a rigorous system

of testing at manufacture and severe tests guaranteeing the quality, safety and

efficacy of these medicinal products before they are placed on the market, in

order to prevent in particular the transmission of infectious diseases such as

AIDS and hepatitis.

The Directive will moreover encourage the voluntary unpaid donation of human

blood and plasma in order to promote Community-wide self-sufficiency in human

bIood.

EN
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RAD I OPHARMACEUTICALS

The Council adopted a common position on the Directive extending the scope of
Directives 65/65lEEC and 75/319/EEC and laying down additional provisions for
rad iopharmaceut i caI s .

This Directive aims at preventing disparities in the provisions currently Iaid
down by law, regulation or administrative action by Member States from

hindering trade in radiopharmaceuticals within the Community.

The Directive lays down in particular special provisions for guaranteeing the
quality, safety and efficacy of these medicinal products. The provisions cover
marketing authorization, the packaging and labelling and the instruction
le;rf let.

The common position will be forwarded to the European Parliament under the
co-operation procedure.

EN
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HIGHER-EDUCATION DIPLOMAS

Having discussed the amendments proposed by the Commission following the second

reading by the European Parliament under the co-operation procedure, the

Ccouncil adopted the Directive on a general system for the recognition of
higher-education diplomas awarded on completion of professional education and

training of at least three yearsr duration.

The Directive differs from the previous ilsectoralr Directives in a number of
important ways.

Firstly, it has a broad scope since
all regulated professions requlring
training which have not been covered

neh, system is intended to be applied to

least three yearsr university-IeveI
a specific Directive.

the

at

by

Secondly, recognition must be based on the principle of mutual confidence,

without prior co-ordination of the educational and training systems providing

training for the various professions concerned.

ThirdIy, recognition is granted to the "finished product", i.ê. the fully
qualified professional having already received any professional training
required in addition to a university diploma.

Fourth1y, in the event of major differences in education and training or in the

structure of the profession, the Directive provides for compensatory

mechanisms, viz. an adaptation period or an aptitude test. In principle, the

choice between these th,o mechanisms is left to the migrant person but in the

case of professions whose practice requires precise knowledge of national Iaw

and in respect of which the provision of advice and/or assistance concerning

EN
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21.XII.88

national law is an essential and constant aspect of the pursuit of the
professional activity, the host Member State may stipulate either an adaptation
period or an aptitude test.

A Co-ordinating Group is also being set up under the aegis of the Commission

with the task of facilitating the implementation and application of the
Direct ive .

Member States will have a period of two years from notiflcation of the
Directive in which to implement it.

COSMETIC PRODUCÎS

The Council adopted a Directive on the approximation of the laws of the Member

States relating to cosmetic products.

This Directive amends for the fourth time the original Directive Q6l?68/DEC)
in order to improve the provisions on labelling.

EN
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TRADE MARKS

Pursuant to the common position it adopted ln June and after approval by the

European Parliament in the course of the co-operation procedure, the Council

adopted a Directive to approximate the laws of the Member States relating to

trade marks.

The Directive is intended to harmonize the laws of the Member States on

fundamental aspects of trade mark law. Such harmonization is deemed necessary

as part of completion of the single market.

It applies to all registered national trade marks whether for goods or services

and whether these are individual, collective or guarantee trade marks.

The Directive gives a uniform definition of signs of which a trade mark may

consist. It lays down an exhaustive list of grounds for refusal or invalidity
and makes some of these grounds optional for the Member States. The Member

States remain completely free to fix procedural provisions for this.

The Directive provides a uniform definition of the rights conferred by a trade

mark on the proprietor together with the Iimitations on such rights and the

conditions in which exhaustion of the rights occurs. These provisions are of
particular importance for the free movement of goods and services.

To the same end and in order to reduce as much as possible the number of trade

marks registered and the ensuing risk of disputes, the Directive introduces a

use obligation. If the trade mark has not been put to genuine use in the

Member State concerned for five years, it is revoked and may not be invoked in
connection with a Iater right.

EN

- 13 -
10463/88 (Presse 219) ary / AH/Rr



21.Xrr.80

Member States will have three years from the date on which it is formally
adopted to transpose the Directlve into thelr natlonal legistation. A speciat
procedural device may however make it possible for the Council to adapt this
period so that it coincides wlth the date of the opening of the Community

Trademark Office.

INÎRODUCTION OF COMMON BORDER POSÎS

The Council adopted the Regulation on the abolition of certain exit formalities
at internal Community frontlere.

This Regulation echoes an idea set out in the conclusions of the European

Council meeting in Fontainebleau on 25 and 26 June 1984, and in the Uhite Paper

on Completing the Internal Market.

The Regulation provides in particular that, when goods cross internal
frontiers, they need to be presented, for purposes of the formalities and

controls to be earried out at the office of exit under the ATA carnet, the
Community carnet or the form 302 procedure, only at the office of entry unless
the office of exit is at the same time the office of departure.

10463/88 (Presse 219) ary/AH/kr EN
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TERMS OF PAYMENT OF A CUSTOMS DEBT

The Council adopted a common position on the Regulation on the entry in the

accounts and terms of payment of the amounts of the import duties or export

duties resultlng from a customs debt.

the Regulation introduces Community rules for inclusion in the accounts (entry

in the accounts books by the authorities) of the amounts of customs duties, and

also transforms into a Regulation the existing Directive on the deferment of

payment of customs duties (introduced as Directive 69l76lEEC, as amended and

extended by Directive 781 453/EEC).

EXPORTS OF NON-FERROUS METAL l,rASTE

The Council adopted a Regulation on export arrangements for certain types of

non-ferrous 'metal h,aste and scrap ( 1989), which

renews for 1989 the surveillance
31 December 1988) for exports of
introduces the same arrangements

reneh,s and increases the volume

copper ash and residues (28 500

(41 430 tonnes).

arrangements (in force until
aluminium and lead h,aste and scrap and

for 1989 for zinc waste and scrap

of the quota arrangements for exports of

tonnes) and copper waste and scraP

10463/88 (Presse 219) ary/ ABlkr EN
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SUMMERTIME

Following approval of its common position by the European

16 December 1988, the Council adopted the fifth Directive
arrangements.

21.XII.88

Parliament on

on summertime

Under this Directive, Member States will take the measures necessary to ensure

that sumnertime for 1990, 1991 and 1992 beglns at 1 am GMT on the last Sunday in

March, that is to say:

in 1990: on 25 March

in 1991: on 31 March

in 1992: on 29 March,

and ends at 1 am on the last Sunday in September, that is to say:

in 1990: on 30 September

in 1991: on 29 September

in 1992: on 27 September.

ln the case of the United Klngdom and Ireland, it will end on the fourth Sunday

in October (unless they decide to brlng their surmertime into line with the

period in the ten other Member States), that is to say:

in 1990: on 28 October

in 1991: on 27 October

in 1992: on 25 October.

By 1 January 1992 the Council will adopt the arrangements to apply from 1993

onwards.

EilI
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OTIII.]R t)IJCISIONS CONCERNING THE INTERNAL MARKET

Qu!.1ql_" Lt n f_omat i on

The Councit adopted the Decision on a Community system for the rapid exchang,e of

rnl'ormation on dangers arising from the use of consumer products.

{pprqxrqlat rgrl ol_]_qvs -_ Cgnstruction producrc

'l'lrt' (lorrrrcr I arloptecl the Drrect lve on the approxlmation of ttro laws, t't'1,,tt lrtl ltrtts
;rnrl admrntstratj-ve provisions of the Member States relatlng to constructron

producLs.

'l'lrrs rs ttre thircl Direct tve to be drawn up following those on prêssure vessels

iu)(l | ()Vl;, prrrsuant to ttro Resolut ion of May l98b cln the n«'w aJrpro;teh to

tr;rrmorriz.rtron of technical rules. Economically, this is probably the ntost

rmportant Drrectjve since it is intended to facilitate the placrng on the mark(-'t

and movemr.nt within the Community of a vast range of products representing a

turrrover of some 300 miIliard ECU per annum.

UnI ike thr, previous trÿo Directives, this one contarns safety and healtlt

protection requirements governing the works (r'buildings") in which the

construct iorr products are intended to be used rather than the products

thc'mst'lvt's. tt provides for the drawinB up of documents ([interpretatlvc
dr.lt:umenLs" ) whrch wil I provide a link between the works requirements atttl t ltt'

numerous product standards to be established by Commission rrmandatesrr withtn tlte'

CEN (lluroJrearr Committee for Standardization) .

104(,J/ttt] t trl:À.sse Z t» erd/All/mc liN
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2l.Xti.8ll

'l'he Council also adopted the Directive on requirements concerning the last
components and characteristics needed to complete the full EEC type-approval
procedure for new types of tractors. this Directive rounds off the work slartt'rl
rn the Stxties, which has resulted in adoption in this sector of 22 Djre'ctivcs
and six amendments to some of them. By making it possible to remove aII
technrca.l barriers to trade in new tractors in the Community, it constitutes a

ma.ior contribution to completion of the internal market.

The Council also adopted the Directive amending several Directives concerning the
approximation of the laws of the Member States where there is provision in those

Directives for publication in the Official Journal of attestations and

certificates.

Food sector

The Council adopted the common positions on

- the Directive amending for the ninth time Directive ?3/241IEEC on the
approxrmation of the laws of the Member States relating to cocoa and chocolate
products rntended for human consumption

- the Drrective on the approximation of the laws of the Member States relating to
foodstuffs intended for particular nutritional uses
(See Press Release - Internal Market Council - 18.XI.88, 9344/88 (Presse 174))

10463/88 (Presse 219) erd/AH/mc EN



21.XII.88

- the Directive amending Directlve ?9l112|EEC on the approximatron of the laws of

the Member States relating to the labelling, presentation and advertistng ol'

foodstuffs for sale to the final consumer

(See Press Release - Internal Market Council - 18.XI.88, 9344188 (Presse 1741)

- the Drrective on indications or marks identifying the lot to which a foodstuff
be I ongs .

(See Presse Release - Internal Market Council - t8.XI.88, 9344/88 (Presse 174l)

Medicinal products

The Council adopted the Directive relating to the transparency of measures

regulatrng the pricing of medicinal products for human use and their covera8e

under national health insurance systems.

(See Press Release - Internal Market Council - 22.VI.88,7006188 (Presse 95)).

MISCELLANEOUS DECISIONS

Customs union

The Council adopted the Regulations

- amending Regulation (EEC) No 918/33 setting up a Community system of reli.efs
from duty (concerning imports of equipment for research establishments or

organizations based outside the Community)

- amendrng Regulation No 2658/87 on the tariff and statistical nomenclature and

on the Common Customs Tariff

10463/88 (Presse 219) erd/AH/mc EN
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21.XIt.8r'

- laying down the provisions applicable to goods brought into the customs

territory of the Community (rrcustoms treatment'r)

- amending regulation No 214418? on customs debt.

Tariff quotas

- State-trading countries

The Council adopted the Decisions

= on import quotas to be opened by Member States in respect of State-trading
countries in 1988, and

= concerning the implementation of the Decision on import quotas to be opened

by Member States in respect of State-trading countries in 1988.

- EF'TA countries

The Council adopted the Regulations opening and providing for the

administration of Community tariff quotas for

= certain quality wines and sparkling wines originating in Austria

= certarn products originating in the EFTA countries (1989).

- Medrterranean countries

the Council adopted the Regulations opening and providing for the
adminj.stration of Community tariff quotas for

= nelv potatoes, fresh tomatoes and peas and imrnature beans, prepared or
preserved, originating in Morocco ( 1989)

10463/BB (Presse 219) erd/AH/rnc EN
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= certain agricultural products originating in lsrael (1989).

- [.]CSC

The Representatives of the Governments of the Member States of the ECSC,

meeting within the Council, adopted the Decisions on the opening of zero-duty
tartff quotas for flat-rolled products of silicon-electrical steel for

= SPain

= the Benelux countries

= the Federal Republic of Germany.

- q.t!e Lt a_fiE_S!g!_eÊ

The Council adopted the Regulations opening, allocating and providing for tlrr.

admin istrat ion of

= unilateral tariff quotas for coffee, unroasted and not freed of cafferne, and

cocoa beans, whole or broken, raw or roasted, falling within
CN codes 0901 11 00 and 1801 00 00 (1989)

= Community tariff quotas for 1989 for

(a) certain fishery products originating in the Canary Islands
(b) boysenberries, preserved by freezing, not containing added sugar,

intended for any form of processing except for the manufacture of jam

entirely from boysenberries
(c) certain petroleum products refined in Spain and certain woven products of

cotton coming from Spain.

9eg[9qtli§§

The Council adopted the Decision on the provisionat application of the
1987 International Natural. Rubber Agreement.

10463/88 (Presse 219) erd/AH/mc EN
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Text i I es

The Council adopted a Decision concerning the provisional application of a

modification to the Agreement between the Cornrunity and Hong Kong on tratle jn

texti Ie products .

Relations with EFTA countries

The Council adopted

- the Decision on the conclusion of the Agreement in the form of an Exchange ol'

Letters beth,een the EEC and Norway concerning reciprocal trade rn cheese

- the Regulations concerning the safeguard clause provided for in Article 2 of

Decisions No 5/88 of the EEC-EFTA Joint Comnittees amending Protocol No 3 in
order to simplify the cumulation rules

- the Regulations concerning the implementation of Decisions Nos'2/88,3/88
and 4/88 of the EEC-EFTA Joint Committees supplementing and amending Protocol

No 3 concerning the concept of originating products and methods of
adminrstrative co-operation (perborate of sodium - used tyres - nuclear fuel
elements)

- the Regulations on the application of Decisions No 5/88 of the EEC-EFTA Joint
Committees modi.fying Protocol No 3 concerning the definition of the concept or'

rroriginating productsrr and methods of administrative co-operation rn order to
srmpl ify the cumulation rules.
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The Council also authorized the Commission to open negotiations with the EFTA

countries in order to enable them fully to suspend as soon as possible the

customs duties applicable to imports into their countries of industrial products

from Spain.

ECSC products - Yugoslavia

The Representatives of the Governments of the Member States of the ECSC, meeting

within the CounciI, adopted the Decision extending the arrangements applicable to
trade wrth Yugoslavia in products covered by the ECSC lreaty.

Relations with the Mediterranean countries

The Councr I

- approved the Agreements in the form of Exchanges of Letters negotiated by the

Commission with

= Algeria, Moroceo and Turkey on olive oil

= Al8eria, Morocco and Israel on fruit salads

= Algeria on tomato concentrates

and decided to sign these Agreements

- adopted the Decisions concluding these Agreements and the Regulations

implementing them.

10463/88 (Presse 219) erd/AH/mc EN
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Research

The Council formally adopted the common position reached on 15 December 1988 ,'n a

specific research and technological development programme of the EEC in the

fields of industrial manufacturing technologies and advanced materials
applications (BRITE/EURAM) ( 1989-19921.

(See Press Release of the Researeh Council on 15.XII.88, 10221188 (Presse 210)).

Tax reliefs

The Council adopted the Directives

- amending for the ninth time Directive 691169|EEC on the harmonization of
provisrons laid down by law, regulation or administrative action relating to
exemption from turnover tax and excise duty on imports in international travel:

- amending for the fifth time Directive 741651/EEC on the tax reliefs to be

allowed on the importation of goods in small consignments of a non-commercral

character within the Community.

(See Press Release of the ECOFIN Council on 12.XII.II, 1O149/88 (Presse 206)).

AnnuaI report

The Council adopted the Decision adopting the annual report on the economlc

situation in the Community and laying down economic policy guidelines for 1989.

(See Press Release of the ECOFIN Council on 12.XIL88, 10149188 (Presse 206))

10463/88 (Presse 2 l9) erd/AH/mc EN
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Credit institutions - transferable securities

The Council adopted the Directive on the obligations of branches established in a

Member State of credit institutions and financial institutions having their head

offices outside that Member State regarding the publication of annual accountrn8
(1)

document s

(See Press Release of the Internal Market Council on 7.VI.88, 6635/88

( Presse 78 ) ) .

The Council further adopted common positions

- on the Directive co-ordinating the requirements for the d."*rnr rO, scrutlny

and distribution of the prospectus to be published when transferable securj-ties

are offered for subscription or sale to the public;

- on the Di.rective on the ov,,n funds of credit institutions.

(See press release of the ECOFIN Council on 12.XII.88, 10149/88 (Presse 206)).

Aid to the coal industry

The Council took note of the Commission report on the application of Community

rules for state aid to the coal industry in 1987' together h'ith comments made b'y

certain Member States and the replies given by the Commission.

The Council gave the consultation requested by the Commission on the basis of its

memorandum on the financial aids granted by Spain and Portugal to the coal

industry in 1986. It agreed with the Commission's conclusions that these aids

(1) One delegation however, maintained a parliamentary scrutiny reservation at
thrs stage. The General Secretariat will be informed as soon as the
reservation has been withdrawn.

10463/88 (Presse 219) erd/AH/mc EN
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are compatible h,ith Deeision 528/76lECSC and h,ith the proper functioning, of trlr'

common market.

Agri cu I ture

The Council adopted the Regulations

- amending Regulation (EEC) No 354/79 laying down general rules for the LËptrFt i'f

wines, grape iuice and grape must;

- amending Regulation (EEC) No 822187 on the common organization of the marfet tn
wine;

- on the preparation and marketing of Iiqueur wines produced in the Comrnunity;

- amending regulation (EEC) No 2990182 on the sale of butter at reduced priees to
persons receiving social assistance;

- derogatrng from Regulation (EEC) No 3220184 on the application of the Commuttit5'

scale for grading pig carcases in Greecel

- amending, for 1989, the quota applicable for imports into Portugal of Iive
swine from the Community as constituted on 31 December 1985;

- amending regulation (EEC) No 315/68 fixing quality standards for flowering
bulbs, corms and tubers.

10463/88 (Presse 219) erd/AH/mc EN
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Fi she ri es

Followrng the discussions of the Fisheries Council on 9, 10 and ll December ,|988,

the Council adopted the Regulations:

- fixing, for certain fish stocks and groups of fish stocks, the total allowabLe
catches for 1989 and certain conditions under which they may be fished (TACs

and quotas for 1989);

- amending for the seventh time Regulation (EEC) No 3094186 laying down certarn
technical measures for the conservation of fishery resources;

- Iaying down, for 1989, certain measures for the conservation and management of
fishery resources applicable to vessels flying the flag of Norh/ay;

- allocating, for 1989, certain catch quotas between Member States for vessels
fishing in the Norwegian Exclusive Economic Zone and the fishing zone around

Jan Mayen;

- laying down, for 1989, certain measures for the conservation and management of
fishery resources applicable to vessels flying the flag of sweden;

- allocating among certain Member States the 1989 catch quotas for vessels
fishing in Swedish waters;

- laying down, for 1989, certain measures for the conservation and management of
fishery resources applicable to vessels registered in the Faroe Islands;

10463/88 (Presse 219) erd/AH/mc EN
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- allocating, for 1989. certain catch quotas between the Member Statès f,or

vessels fishing in Faroese waters.

(See Press Release of the Fisheries Council on 9/10/ ll.XII.88, lol 47185

(Presse 2O4l).

Energy

The Council adopted the Regulation amending Regulations (EEC) No 1893/79 an.r

(EEC) No 2592/79 introducing registration for crude oiI imports into the
Community (extension until 31.12.1991 ).

Env i ronment

The Council adopted the Resolution concerning transfrontier movements ôf
hazardous waste to third countries

(see Press Release of the Environment counciL on 24/25.xI.88, 95Bo/88
(Presse 184) ).

The Council further adopted the common position, reached on 24 November l9BB,

aimed at amending Directive ?O/220IEEC on the approximation of the lâTts of ttre

Member States relating to measures to be taken against air pollution by emissi(tn;
from motor vehicles (cars h,ith small-capacity engines, i.e. less than 1400 cc).

(See Press Release of the Environment CounciL on 24/25.XI.88, 9580/88
(Presse 184) ).

10463/88 (Presse 219) erd/AH/mc ÉN
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Heal th

The Councrl adopted the Decision approving the amendments to the Protocol to the

European Agreement on the Exchange of Blood-Grouping Reagents 
( I ).

to-gtte.q

The Council formally adopted the Decision on an action programme for European

Tourism Year ( 1990).

(See press release of the Tourism Council on 14.XII.88, 1O219/88 (Presse 2OB)).

( l) orrt' delegation, however, maintained a parliamentary scrutrny reservatron ;rt
thls stage. The General Secretariat will be informed as soon as the
reservati.on has been withdrawn.
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INTERNAL MARKET COUNCIL December 21 1988 (M.F.Berendt)

The agenda of thls councll lncludes a number of 'A' polnts whtch
are expected to be adopted wlthout further negotlatlon, addlng a
usef u! number of declslons to those neêdecl for the constructlon
of a slngle European market. The Councll wl I I also .be dlscusslng
the Communlty control of concentratlons and the flfth company
dlrectlve.

Among the polnts to be adopted wlthout dlscusston wlll be the
mutual recognltlon of qual lflcatlons, a measure of great
lmportance to creatlng a genulne cltlzen's Europe, slnÇe lt wlll
allow someone who has galned professlonal quallflcatlons ln one
member state fol lowlng a mlnlmum three-year tralnlng perlod to
have those quallf lcatlons recognlsed throughout the Comrrruntty.
Thls dlrectlve has to be lmplemented by member countrles wlthln
two years of adoptlon. lt wll I cover all regulated professlons
where unlverslty qual lflcatlons are necessary and where no
speclflc dlrectlve yet exlsts.
Another polnt to be adopted should be the standards îor
agrlcultural tractors. The new dlrectlve wl I I çomplete Communlty
leglslatlon ln thls lmportant lndustrlal and agrlculturat seçtor,
establ lshlng a European speclflcatlon whtch wl I I be accepted ln
al I member countrles.

The system of rapld exchange of lnformatlon for consumers should
also be adopted, and a package of measures on foodstuffs,
lncludlng mlnlmum standards for all f rozen food from the plaoe of
productlon to retal I sale. Food addltlves and cosmetlcs
leglslatlon should also go through.

The dlrectlve on merger control, whlch envlsages excluslve
Conrmunlty competence for control I lng maJor mergers bstween
companles ln more than one member country, wlll be subJect to
further negot I at ! on.

The proposal on mergers ls a modlfled verslon of a propqlal flrst
made by the Corrnlsslon ln 1973. A!l member states now accept the
general prlnclple of "excluslvenessn l.e. that where Communlty
control ls necessary, natlonal controls over m@rgers should no
longer apply. The Councl ! negotlatlon centers around the
crlterla to be used to determlnÇ whlch mergcrs should he made
subJect to Corunun lty control .

The Comm I ss lon propdf ses three ma ln cr I ter la : f or mergers between
companles where global turnover !s 1OOO mecu or morei where
turnover ln the Communlty ls lOO mecu or more; and where the
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turnover of the wood-be merged group ln one mqnbêr statc ls lessthah 75 per cent of the tota I turnover. Ha I f thc member stateg
approve thls approach, whereas the others seél( êhangês to thcscproposed cr I ter I a.

Dlscusslon of the flfth company law dlrccttve wl I I agaln deal
wlth the quest lon of worker part lclpat lon, where uK has
conslstently refusecl to countenancc lts lncluelon under any
Communlty leglslatlon wht le some othêr member states dsmandcd ltslncluslon. A presldency compromlse offerlng vartous optlonal
models of parttclpatton was reJectcd by the Brttt!h whcn thclssuc was last dlscussed.

CONSEIL AGRTCOLE - Votr Note BtO (88) 414 cnvoyêe sêparéme;.:t

MATERIEL DTSTRIBUE :

IP 8I9 FEDER
I P 826 Rêsumê du d I scours de M. schm I dhubcr- â la .Éri-Gm I êre

rêunlon du conset I consultatlf css eol !ectivltês
rêglonales et localcs

lP 83O - Vlsltc de M. De Ctercq en Tchêcoslovaqulc
lP 83t - Adoptton de 3 proposttlons sur les mêdtcamehts

vêtêrlnalres
lP 832 - Grants for transport tnfrastructure
lP E33 - Alde allmentatre
lP 834 - Alde médlcale en faveur dG la pologne
I P 835 Protect I on des é I éphants afr I ëa I ns
Mémo 162 Rêforme des Fonds structurels
Amltlês.

( .' 9. (tÀ> !--
C.D. EHLERMANN
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(M.F. Berendt )

The lnternal market Counc! I concluded lts year's work under thepresldency of Commlssloner-deslgnate Ms Vasso Papandreou wlth theadoptlon of 22 dlrecttves. Thls brlngs the percentage of Whlte
Paper dlrectlves so far adopted by the counclI to 47 per cent.
ThÇ day's only dlsappolntment was the slow progless made on themergers proposal. ï.

Thç Councll pald trlbute to the work done by Lord Cockf tetd andMr sutherland at thls, thelr last, confrontatlon wlth theMlnlsters.

Thç most slgnlflcant groups of dlrecttves adopted concerned
machlnes, tractors, constructlon products and consumer protectton
leglçlatlon whlch lncluded a Dackage of measures concernlng thefoodstuffs sector. The mutual recognltlon of dlplomas was also
agreed.

The machlnery dlrectlve harmonlses the natlonal provfslons on thegafqty of new machlnery. !t sets the condtttons to be met bymanufacturers for thelr machlnes to be al lowed free movement
throughout the commun t ty. The counc I I a t so reached a cemmonpggltlon (but not adoptlon) on a dlrectlve settlng standards for
the use of machlnes ln the workptace.

The declston on tractors ftnal ly completes the deflnltton of
Communlty standards for these vehlctes. once lt has been
transposed by member states lnto thetr own leglslatlon lt wlll bÊpgtslble for manufacturers anywhere In the Conmunlty to demand
EEÇ certlflcatlon (provlded they meet the standards) and to set I
thclr product In any member state wlthout further format tttes.
The Cqmmunlty ls the world's blggest producer of tractors, output
amountlng to 3OO OOO a year from 10 manufacturers. About a thlrd
Of productlon ls exported to thlrd countrles. Thc cleclslon hasgroat potentlal lmportance for the lndustry.

The package of consumer protectlon measures lncluded batch
m0rklng of foods, the rapld exchange of tnformatlon on dangerougproducts, the packaglng, presentatlon and advertlglng of food and
for speclf lc f oodstuf f s such as dletary f oods and Uatiy foods.
The councl I also agreed standards for the frozen food chaln,
whlch wlll, for example, requlre a maxlmum temperature of mlnus
l8 degrees celslus for all qulck frozen foodstuffs from the polnt
of product lon to the f I na I reta I I out I et. Member states may
dqlay lmplementatlon for the reta! | trade for elght years.

Framework dlrectlves on addltlves and on packaglng materlals.for
f Çqçl were a lso adopted. '
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Agrcement on the mutuat rccognltlon of dlplomar markl an
lmportant step ln ât lowtng peoplc to rGék work anct takcprofcsslonal Jobs throughout thê colmtunlty. tt wl I I mcan thatthe quallf lcatlons galned by a mlnlmum pêrlott of study of threeyêars wlll be accepted lh all mômbêr states for thoss profcsslons
where such qual lflcatlons arc rcqulrôd, subJcct to oertalnspeclal provlslons wherc the tr-alnln0 ln thc country of orlgln tssubstantlalty shorter than ln t'hc Country of ccttlCmCnt.

the dlscusslon on the mêr0cr! proporâl producecl I lttlc progress
of substance, although ln thc words of Cormlsslonsr Sutheriand,
"thc rGgulatlon !s on a road whcrG thgrc ls no turntng back."
Thc German and Brtttsh mlnlltors ëontlnued to havc thc mosttrrlous obJcctlons to thc comnlcalon propô!âlù. The gcncralprlnclple of a Comnunlty polloy for morgcrt lr.now broadty
âccapted by al I mcmbcr gtatcs, ctpeclal ly ür ân' lhcreaslng numberol mcrgcrs arc bclng âxamln6d by thr Côtilrtlt.lôn anyuray by dtnt ofIt! rxlstlng rGsponrtbt t tttGr ând po§ar!.

thc maln polnta rtl I I at lütur oonôcrn thc thtorhotd abovc whtchüâroGrr woutd bc cxamlncd by thc êonrnlrclort (whlôh mlgnt bcfrl I llng to movc fron tOoo mêcu tô 2OOô nocu)l thc arounttc forglvlng thc ao-ahêad or rcfustng tt (thc UK rântü compettttonoôn!ldcratloni alonc; Dolt mcrnbcr ctatct and thè Co|nill3!lon wouldtco othcr ccononrlc factors as r,clcvant); the cxtcnt to whlch
hêmbar ctatca woutd bc ablc to apply thêlr ôurn mcrgcr controt
mrchanlsml to cascg bêtng cxaintncü by thc côrrnlsslon (a
Ëartlcular Gcrman problem); and tho suspcndlng cf fcct of arcfcrencè to the commlsslon (whsrG thà comtlsrlôh would only
dcmand suspcn3lon of thc mergcr procËss on thc mcrlts of apartlcular cârc).

Amltlês,

(. b.{q* -,ê.D. EHLERMANN
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INTERNÊL MARKET CI]UNCIL DECEMEER Pl 1998 (SUITE 1 ET FIN)
(M. F. EERENDT)
THE INTERNAL MÊRKET COUNtrIL CONCLUDED ITS YEAR' S I^IORK UNDER THE
PRESIDENCY OF COMMISSITINER-DESIGNÊTE MS VASSO PAPÊNDREOU I,JITH THE
ÊDCIPTIT]N OF EE DIREÊTIVES. THIS BRINGS THE PERCENTAGE OF I^JHITE
FÊPER DIRECTIVES SO FâR âDOPTED BY THE CT]UNEIL TO 47 PER EENT.
THE DÊY' S ONLY DIsÊPPOINTMENT IdâS THE 5LOI"I PRBGRESS MADE ON THE
MERGERS PROPCISAL.
THE COUNCIL PâID TRIBUTE TO THE I^JORK DONE EY LORD EOEKFIELD ÊND
MR SUTHERLÊND AT THIS, THEIR LÊSTI trONFRONTÊTION WITH THE
MINISTERS.
THE MOST SI6NIFIEâNT 6RT]UPS OF DIRECTIVES ÊDOPTED ËONEERNED
MÊCHINES, TRÊETORST CONSTRUtrTION PRI]DUCTS ÊND EONSUIqER PRUTEETIEN
LEGISLATIT]N I^IHICH INCLUDED A PÊEKAGE OF MEASURES CONEERNING THE
FCIODSTUFFS SEETT]R. THE MUTUÊL RECOGNITION OF DIPLOMÊS I^IAS ÊLSO
ÊGREED.
THE MÊEHINERY DIRECTIVE HÊRMONISES THE NÊTIONAL PROVISIONS ON THE
SÊFETY OF NEW MÊCHINERY. IT SETS THE CONDITIONS TO BE MET BY
MÊNUFâCTURERS FT]R THEIR MÊCHINES TO BE ÊLLEI^IED FREE MOVEMENT
THROUGHOUT THE COMMUNITY. THE COUNCIL ÊLSO REÊCHED A COMMON

POSITION (BUT NOT ÊDCIPTION) ON A DIRECTIVE SETTINË STÊNDâRDS FOR
THE USE OF MÊCHINES IN THE WORKPLÊCE.
THE DEEISION ON TRÊCTORS FINÊLLY CT]MPLETES THE DEFINITION OF
EOMMUNITY sTÊNDÊRDS FOR THESE VEHICLES. ONEE IT HÊS BEEN
TRâNSPOSED EY MEMBER STATES INTO THEIR T]I,\,N LEEISLÊTION IT WILL BE
POSSIBLE FOR MâNUFÊCTURERS ANYWHERE IN THE COMMUNITY TO DEMAND
EEC CERTIFICATIT]N (PROVIDED THEY FIEET THE STANDâRDS) AND TO SELL
THEIR PRODUCT IN ANY MEMBER STATE I^IITHOUT FURTHER FORMALITIES.
THE EOMMUNITY IS THE IüORLD' S BIGEEST PRUDUEER 0F TRÊCTORs, OUTPUT
ÊMOUNTINE TO 3IAO IAEIA â YEâR FROM 1ü MANUFÊCTURERS. ÊBOUT Ê THIRD
OF PRODUCTION IS EXPORTED TT] THIRD COUNTRIES. THE DEEISION HAs
6REÊT POTENTIâL IMPORTÊNtrE FOR THE INDUSTRY.
THE PÊCKAGE OF CONSUMER PROTEETION MEÊSURES INCLUDED BÊTEH
MÊRKING OF FOODS, THE RApID EXCHANEE OF INFORMATION ON DANËERBU§
PRODUETSI THE PÊEKAGING' PRESENTATION ÊND ÊDVERTISINE OF FOOD AND
FOR SPECIFIC FOODSTUFFS SUCH Ê§ DIETARY FOODS AND BÊBY FEODS.
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THE COUNEIL ÊLSCI âCREED STÊNDARDS FUR THE FROZEN FOOD EHÊIN!
t^lHIÊH t^tILL, FOR EXâFîpLE, REOUIRE Ê lylÊXIlrluM TEMPERRTURE OF MINUS
18 DEÊREES EELSIUS FCIR ÊLL OUICK FROZEN FOT]DSTUFFS FRT]M THE POINT
CIF PRODUCTION TO THE FINÊL RETâIL OUTLET. MEMBER STÊTES MÊY
DELÊY IMPLEMENTATIT]N FER THE RETÊIL TRADE FOR EI6HT YEÊRS.
FRÊIYIEI,üORK DIRECTIVES BN ÊDDITIVES ÊND ON PÊCKAGING MATERIALS FOR
FOOD WERE ÊLSO ADOPTED.
ÊGREEMENT T]N THE MUTUÊL RECOGNITION OF DIPLOMÊS MÊRKS AN
IMPORTâNT STEP IN ÊLLOWINE PEOPLE TO SEEK WT]RK AND TÊKE
PROFESSIT]NAL JOBS THROUBHT]UT THE CT]MMUNITY. IT I^'ILL MEÊN THÊT
THE OUÊLIFIEÊTIONS GÊINED BY A MINIIÿIUM PERIOD OF STUDY OF THREE
YEARS I.JILL EE ÊCEEPTED IN ÊLL MEMBER STÊTES FI]R THT]SE PROFESSIONS
t^tHERE SUCH EUÊLIFICâTIONS RRE REBUIRED, SUBJECT TO CERTâIN
SPEEIAL PROVISICINS I^JHERE THE TRÊINING IN THE COUNTRY OF ORIEIN IS
SUBSTÊNTIÊLLY SHORTER THÊN IN THE EOUNTRY OF SETTLEMENT,
THE DIStrUSSION TlN THE MERGERS PROPOSÊL PRI]DUEED LITTLE PROERESS
oF SUBSTÊNCE, ÊLTHOUGH IN THE WORDS OF EOMMISSIONER SUTHERLÊND!

' THE REGULâTION IS ON A ROâD I,ÜHERE THERE IS NO TURNINE EâEK. '
THE GERMâN ÊND BRITISH MINISTERS CT]NTINUED TO HÊVE THE MOST
SERIOUS OBJEETIONS TT] THE COMMISSION PROPESÊLS. THE GENERâL
PRINCIPLE OF Ê COMMUNITY POLICY FOR MERGERS IS NO[.J BROÊDLY
ÊEEEPTED BY ALL MEMBER STATES, ESPEEIÊLLY AS RN INCREÊSING NUIYIEER
OF MERGERS ARE BEIN6 EXAMINED BY THE EOMMISSION ANYhIÊY BY DTNT OF
ITS EXISTINE RESPONSIBTLITIES AND POIdERS.
THE MÊIN POINTS STILL AT ISSUE CONCERN THE THRESHOLD ÊEOVE I,IHIEH
MEREERS WOULD BE EXÊMINED BY THE COMMISSION (WHICH MI6HT EE
I^IILLING TO MOVE FROITI 1'AIAO MECU TO E'AIAO MECU). , THE GROUNDS FOR
EiIVINE THE GO.ÊHEAD OR REFUSING IT (THE UK WÊNTS COMPETITION
C0NSIDERÊTIONS ÊLONE, r MOST MEMBER STATES AND THE EOMMISSION
r,JouLD sEE OTHER EEONOMIE FACTORS âS RELEVANT). , THE EXTENT TO
I,JHICH MEIYIEER STÊTES hJOULD BE ABLE TTl APPLY THETR OI^IN MERGER
trONTROL MEEHÊNISMS TO CASES BEIN6 EXAMINED BY THE COMMISSIEN (Ê
PARTIEULÊR GERMAN PROBLEM)., ÊND THE SUSPENDINE EFFECT OF A
REFERENCE TCI THE EOMMISSION (I^JHERE THE COMMISSIEN I"JT}ULD ENLY
DEMAND SUSFENSION OF THE MERGER PROCESS ON THE MERITS OF A
PARTICULÊR CASE).
ÊMITIES,
=:. D. EHLERMANN
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