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The Governments of the Member States and the Commission of the European Communities

were represented as follows:

Belgium:
Mr André BOURGEOIS

Denmark:
Mr Bjern WESTH

Germany:
Mr Jochen BORCHERT

Mr Franz-Josef FEITER

Greece:
Mr Georges MORAITIS

Spain:
Mr Vicente ALBERO SILLA

France:
Mr Jean PUECH

Ireland:
Mr Joe WALSH

Italy:
Mr Alfredo DIANA

Luxembourg:
Ms Marie-Josée JACOBS

Netherlands:
Mr Piet BUKMAN

Portugal:
Mr Arlindo CUNHA

United Kingdom:
Mrs Gillian SHEPHARD
The Earl of Arran

Minister for Agriculture

Minister for Agriculture and Fisheries

Federal Minister for Food, Agriculture and Forestry
State Secretary, Federal Ministry of Food, Agriculture and
Forestry

Minister for Agriculture

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food

Minister for Agriculture and Fisheries

Minister for Agriculture, Food and Forestry

Minister for the co-ordination of agricultural, foad and forestry
policies

Minister for Agriculture, Viticulture and Rural Development

Minister for Agriculture, Nature Conservation and Fisheries

Minister for Agriculture

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food

‘Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for Northern Ireland

[ X X ]
Commission ,
Mr René STEICHEN Member
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SUPPORT FOR PRODUCERS OF CERTAIN ARABLE CROPS

The Council continued its discussions on the Commission proposal for an adaptation of
Regulation 1765/92 (arable crops), adopted foliowing the CAP reform, making it more

flexible.
On the basis of the ideas put forward by the Presidency in the search for solutions, the
Council concentrated on those aspects of the proposal which continued to raise problems,

namely:

- regionalization plans (Article 3) and in particular the introduction of a corrective

mechanism;

- set-aside (Article 7), including the percentage to be applied to mixed set-aside, voluntary

set-aside and rates of aid applying thereto, transfer of set-aside obligation;

- eligibility of land for compensatory payments (Article 9).

Other questions were also raised in the course of discussion.

At the close of the debate, despite some progress having been made, the Council noted that

the conditions for a positive conclusion had not yet been achieved.

The Presidency stated that it would continue to make the necessary endeavours to enable the

Council to take a decision on this matter, once and for all, at its meeting in December.
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IMPLEMENTATION OF THE MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT ON OILSEEDS

The Council continued its examination of the Commission proposal aimed at making the
necessary adaptations to the Community rules in force in the oilseed sector in order to make
them compatible with the Agreement concluded between the Community and the

United States on 8 June 1993.

During the debate, which gave delegations the opportunity of making known their concerns
and problems, it transpired that the major outstanding questions were those which had
already been raised at the preceding Council meeting, and principally relate to:

- distribution of the penalty if the base area for the Community (5 128 000 ha) is exceeded;

the duration of such a penalty;

double penalization;

weighting of the penalty to take account of the particular situation of Member States in

which production is relatively low;

the procedure for bringing the penalty to an end.

At the close of its discussions, the Council noted that the conditions for a positive conclusion

had not yet been achieved.
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The Presidency stated that it would continue to make the necessary endeavours to enable the

Council to take a definite decision on this matter at its meeting in December.

AGRI-MONETARY SYSTEM

The Council continued its examination of the Commission proposal on the agri-monetary
system applicable following the decision taken on 2 August 1993 by the Ministers for
Finance and the Governors of the Central Banks to temporarily widen the fluctuation ranges
in the EMS.

This proposal follows the Council conclusion of 21 September 1993 and aims to adapt the
agri-monetary system to the current situation, characterized by an all-round floating of
currencies within widened ranges which, in agri-monetary terms, has resulted among other

things in the de facto suspension of application of the switch-over mechanism.

The Commission proposes certain amendments to current Regulation 3813/92, with the aim

of:

- avoiding too frequent amendments of green rates;

- offsetting price falls in the currency of a Member State;

- halting the tendency towards rising budget expenditure.

At the close of the discussion, the Council noted that a further period of reflection was
needed, and agreed to carry this item forward to the agenda for its next meeting in

December, with the aim of concluding the discussion at that time.

SUGAR SECTOR

Pending the Opinion of the European Parliament, the Council held an initial policy debate on
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the Commission proposal amending certain provisions in the sugar sector.

The aim of the proposal is:

- to extend for one year, until 30 June 1995, the provisions of the sugar arrangements

which expire on 30 June 1994,

- to supplement the basic sugar Regulation by quota arrangements for inulin syrup under the
conditions accepted by the Council as part of the price package for the marketing
year 1993/1994.

In the course of the exchange of views, delegations made known their points of view on the
various elements of the proposal. Several questions were raised, in particular on the duration
of the extension of the sugar arrangements, the period required for determining inulin syrup
production capacity, the sugar/inulin syrup coefficient to be laid down, and the level of

production levies to be imposed.

Concluding its discussion, the Council decided to place this item on the agenda for its next
meeting on 13 and 14 December 1993.

EXPORT CONTROLS

Pending the Opinion of the European Parliament, the Council conducted an initial examination
of the Commission proposal on the monitoring carried out when agricultural products

receiving refunds or other amounts are being exported.
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The aim of the proposal is to introduce two amendments to current Regulation 386/90. This

is a measure to reinforce monitoring to combat fraud. The measure provides for:

- application of the rule of monitoring 5% of export declarations over all sectors, where

monitoring is based on a risk analysis, while maintaining a minimum of 2% for each sector;

- introduction of the possibility of imposing a minimum rate of checks to be carried out by
the customs office of exit from the Community, in cases where export declarations are

accepted at an internal customs office (risk of substitution).

The discussion in Council revealed a desire to make rapid progress on this issue, which forms
part of the fight against fraud, in accordance with the action advocated by all the European

Institutions.
The Council reached a common position on the Commission proposal, and will continue its
discussions after receipt of the Opinion of the European Parliament, which it agreed to

request under the emergency procedure, given the great sensitivity of the subject.

URUGUAY ROUND - AGRICULTURAL ASPECT

The Council took note of the latest developments in the Uruguay Round negotiations as

described in a statement by Commissioner STEICHEN relating firstly to the state of
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negotiations on access to the agricultural market and secondly to the health and plant health

aspect.

After emphasizing that its earlier conclusions (of 20 September and 4 October 1993) had lost
none of their relevance, the Council asked the Commission to maintain a dynamic position in
order to reactivate bilateral and multilateral negotiations with a view to a balanced overall

solution within the time period envisaged.

The Council repeated its request to. the Commission to be kept constantly ahreast of progress
with the issues under discussion, and agreed to put this item on the agenda for its next

meeting.

COMMUNITY PLANT VARIETY RIGHTS

The Council continued its examination of the Commission proposal on Community plant

variety rights, which provides among other things for:

1

Community protection of varieties at the request of the breeder;

- certain exceptions to such protection, including the concept of "seeds obtained by farmers

and used on their own holding";

- procedural provisions, including the setting up of a new Community body, the Community

Office for the Protection of Plant Variety Rights;

- financial provisions.

T0019/83 (Presse 187 - G) man/AH/pm ' EN



16/17.X1.93

The Council focused exclusively on the agricultural aspects of the proposal, namely the
question of the "farmers’ privilege”, i.e. the exception to the rule protecting breeders where

seeds are obtained by farmers and used on their own holding.

Taking account of the need to strike a reasonable balance between the legitimate interests of
plant variety breeders and those of farmers, the Council examined the question of the
payment of a fee by the farmer, and the question of exception from such payment for smali
farmers. The possibility of including a list of species to which the farmers’ privilege would

apply was also discussed.

Substantial progress was made, and the Council agreed to carry the item over to the agenda
for its meeting in December with a view to taking a decision on the agricultural aspects of

the dossier.

10019/93 (Presse 187 - G) man/AH/pm EN



16/17.X1.93

FURTHER DECISIONS RELATING TO AGRICULTURE
(adopted without debate)

The Council unanimously adopted the Regulations:

- amending Regulation No 136/66/EEC on the establishment of a common organization of
the markets in oils and fats; this amendment supplements the Regulation in force by
introducing particular intervention measures for olive oil in order to offset serious market

disturbances before the opening of the normal intervention period (1.7.-31.10.);

- amending Regulation (EEC) No 1906/90 on certain marketing standards far poultrymeat;

this involves a clarification and technical update of the existing rules;

- setting for the 1993/1994 marketing year the percentages mentioned in Article 3(1a) of
Regulation (EEC) No 426/86 in connection with aid for products processed from tomatoes;
this is the percentage of the quantities of processed tomatoes covered by contracts

concluded with associations of producers. It is set at 80%, the same level as the previous

year;

- amending Regulation (EEC) No 357/79 on statistical surveys on areas under vines; this
amendment aims to phase in the use of the vineyard register for statistical surveys, and

thus to reduce the workload for the Member States concerned.

The Council adopted the Decision on the conclusion of the 1993 Protocol renewing until

31 December 1998 the International Agreement on Olive Oil and Table Olives, 1986, with

amendments to the said Agreement,
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Bruxelies, 11 novembre 1923

BACKGROUND 4>
CONESHL AGRICULTURE
Bruxelles, les 16/17 navembre 1993

Le Consell, dispnsant de V'avis du Parlsmant européen. et dans la perspectve d'aboutir A
un aocord, poursulvra I"fexamen de |8 proposition du la Commisslon {madification du

| réglement n® 1765/92) visant & intraduire davantage de souplcsso et de flexibilied dans

| I"application de la réforme relative aux cuituras arables.

Le Conscll disposera également d’un non-paper présenté par la présidence dans la
demidre phase des travaux préparataires du CSA visant & faclliter ia recherche d"une
solution qux problémes en suspens. Sur cette base, le débat au Conseil ponera
principalement sur les points suivants :

e e e 71

- plans de régionalisation (article 3) (y compris questions portant sur le mésanisme
correcteur, sur le mais, los culturgs Irriquées ou non)

- gel des terres (artiale 7) (gel dos terres au-deld du taux obligatuire et son dventuelle
compensation, regles de transferts, différentes posaihilitas de gel)

- ¢lighilité des terres au héndfice des palements compensatoires (article 9} (flexibifits
dans les rigles selon losquelies les terres qui ont §té consacrées aux péiturages
permanents, aux cultures permanentas, aux foréts eu A des utilisations non agricoles
jusqu‘au 31 décombre 1991 eont exclues du bénéfice des palements compénsatoires)

e e e & —— e . E———

- superficie de bose individuelie (demands d'un Etat membre ayant opté au départ pour
le sysidme de superficie de base régionala da paaser au systdme de base individuells).

Le Consefl poursuivra sun débat sur 1a proposition de la Commission visant la imae en
oceuvre du mémorandum d’accord sur les graines aléaginousos conolu entre fa
Communauté ot les Exats-Unis le 8 fuln 19983. '

1 g’aght d’adapter la réglemeniation communautaire en vigueur dans le sectrur dea
oléagineux afin de [a rendre compatible aveo i‘acoord CE/Etats-Unis. La propositon
présente notamment une formule pour la répartition de fa pénalité en cas de
dépassement de la surface de basa (6.128.000 ha) qui a ét§ retenue pour ia !
| Communauté.

La discussion du Conseil portera en pardculler sur las problémes posés par mparddon
de ia pénalité, & savoir répartition

- & I'échelle communautalre '
- eantre les Etats Membros responsables des dépassements
- mélange des deux approches.

: 4
Sarvica fn prasse - Rue de s Lol 170 » 1048 Bruxelies -1- !
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Soront également en discuasion 108 questions concemant
la durée de la pénalitd

ig double imposition de pénalités

ia pondération de la pénalité

- la procédure pour mettre fin & la pénalié.

Pulsque le Consell disposera entre-1emps de I'avis du Parlement européon, il n’est pas
exclu qu‘il puisse rcchergher les conditions permettant de réaliser un accord sur ce
dossler.

REGIME AGRIMONETAIBE

Le Consall poursuivra l'examen do [a propositon de la Commission sur la régime
sgrimonétairc & appliquer sulte 3 la décision du 2 aoit 1993 prise par les Ministvas des
Finances et les Gouverneurs des Bangues centrales d'élargls lea marges de fluctuation
dans ie SME.

Dans un souci de fimier au maximum Ies incidences fmanclares, s Commission prapase

un léger élargissement de ia franchiso qul passe de 4 points A 5 points cn valeur giobale.

Cet &largissemont est modulé de fagon asymatrique {entre -2 et +3) en vus da
minimiser nstabfité des taux verts. Cela veut dire qu'll n’y aura pas de modifications
des taux verts pour réévaluations de moins de 3% ni pour dévaluations inférieures &
2%.

Pour compenser les pertes de revenus en c8s de modiiications des taux verts donnant
lieu & des baisses de prix en monnale nationale, ll est proposé d‘auturiser une avanca
d'aldaes sur funds nationaux & partir de 3 mols, wut en conservant le délai de 12 mois
pour I'&ligibilité au cofinancament communautaire.

Tt est prévu que I"avis du Parlement européen sera disponibic pour la sesslon du Consell
ot qu’ainsi donc les conditions pour stawer seront ramplies.

SECTEUR DU SUCRE

Le Consell procédera & un débat d"orientaton sur la proposition de Ia MMMn
visant '

- & proroger pour un an, jusqu’au 30 juln 1995, las dispositions du régime stiorter qul
viendront 4 échéance le 30 juin 1994 :

- 2 complétor le raglement de base sucre par I'introduction d’un régime de quotas pour
te sirop d’inuline, contormément aux orlentations retenues par le Consell dans le
aadre du paguet prix 1993/1994.

Quelquos questions seront évoquées au Conseil, notamment celle de savnir s7
faut une prorogation paur une soule campagne ou pour unie périade plus longue.
S'agissant du régime de quotas pour la sirop d’inuline, les questions concerneront la
période & fixer pour la détermination do la capaché technique de production, fe
caefficlent d"équivalence sucre/sirop d'inufine utilisé aux fins du oalcul du niveau de la
cotlsation & fa production, le niveau de la cotisation & la praduction, le calcul des
quotas. '

Eenios de greeed - Rum dn In Lod 170 « 1048 Gruxelles -2-
Tﬁ.mﬁln-2340083-2346:13-334-?833
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i Le Consall devant prendra une décision sur ce dossler avant la fin da l'année, I'avis
: du Parioment européen » été demandd per la proaédure d‘urgence,

|~ CONTROLES A L'EXPQRTATION

| Le Conscil examinera Ia propasition de Ia Commission relative au cantriile lors de
I'expartation des produits bénéficlant d’une restitution ou dautres nontants,

Il s'aglt d’une modificadon du raglement 386/90 sctuellement en vigueur i
prévoyant, d’une part, une flexibilitd permettant aux sarvices d’orienter leur contrdle b
vers des prodults plus sensibles que d’autres et sinsi d’améliorer les controies ot, !
d’autre part, la passibliité d'imposer un taux minimal de contréle physique par sondage i
représentatif par chaque bureau de douane de sortie de la Communauyté pour ies. ‘
déaiarations d'axpartation acceptées dans un bureau de douane intérieur ; ceci pour :
faire face au risque de substinution. :

t

Des questions concemant notemment le taux mihimal des controles, la situation
. spécifique des marchandines hors Annexs II, le mainden d’un sceau vétérinaire, seront
[ trés prabsblement évoquéas au Consoil.

Lo Conseil reprendra I'examen du dosstar vigant I’harmonisation des systdmes nationaux
de protection de varlétés végétales en instaurant un régime de protection .

; tommunautaire sous [a farme d’un type spéolsl de droits de propriété industrielle pour ls
i développement de nouvellss variétas végétales,

Le débat portera essentoliement sur la question "priviidge de ['agricufteur”, ¢’est-&-dire
la notion de “semences obtenues par I'agriguitour et utiliséea dans sa propre
exploitation”, Le probidme qui sa poss est celui de la dérogation & la ragle de pratection,
en autarisant I"agricultsur & wtiiiser le produit de sa réenite pour la mise un culture do
variétie protégdes. :

Faut-ll prévoir une dérogation totale ou au contralire prévulr ia possibilité d’axiger des
agriculteurs un drolt, mame réduit, pour I'abtenteur. .

A is suite du débat Lutarvenu lors de la session du Canseil du mois d’octabrg, la
Présidence a présents un nouveau texte du digposhif qui so réfare 2 cetts matidre, Le
Consell pourrx alns! disposer d°uno bage plua adaptée pour sou nvuvel examen, tout en
étant conscient qua des rifvergences persistont.

Les autres alaments contenues dans Iz propositon de la Commission, tels que la bass

? Juridique, certalns aspects liés & I'office communautaire dus obtentons vdgétales, las

i questions financiéras et la comktologle, devront étre examinas par le Conseil & un gtade
ultérieur. :

W Bt e - e

It est rappel§ que la présente proposition fait partie Intégrante des mesures figurant au .
Livre blanc de la Commissivn de 1985 concernant I'achévemeént du marché intdrieur
dans le domaine agricolc.

Service de prease  Rue de le Lol 170 - 1048 Rreiles -3
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Rruxefies, s 11 novembre 1983

BACKGROUND
CONSEIL CONGOMMATEURS
Bruxalles. le 12 novembre 1993

Le Conssil devrait parvenlr & une position commune sur ia dirgctive
concernant la protection des acquérours dans iss c.antrats portant sur
I’gequisitior: d'un droit d’utllleation & temps partiel dun ou plusiours biens
immaobiliers (“1ineshare®).

Certe proposition, basée sur I'ardcie 100A (majorhé qualifide),  &ts
transmise At Conseil e 2 juillet 1992 et & ddjA fait Iobjet de deux débats
d'orientation, le 3 novembre 1992 et la 2 mars 1993.

Dang le contexte de Pachévement du marché interieur, elle @ pour but )
d’accroitre la pratection des consommateura désireux de conclure un contrat
“timeshare”. Une wile protoction, par le hisis d’un InsTrument communautaire,
est justifiée par la crolssance tras rapide de v marchd, ic caractare par nature
transfroutiére de cos contrats, st les Lechniques sommerolales souvent
“agressives” utilisées pour vendie les produits couverts par ces contrats,

De plus, le statut jurldique de ces tontrats est trds variable ¢’un Etat
membre & un autre, A la tais parce que igs drolts attachés au contrat sont
différents (drort réel, d’utilisation, de sopropriété, etc.) et parce que les cadres
Juridiques tournis par les lylslations netioneles sont eux-mémas différents. Quol
Qu'il en &ait, seul trolg Etats membres ont adopté Jes dispositions spérifiques.

Secrétariot Géndral du Cusved! rim "Unien tJrapsenng
Service de pretee - Kue do la Lei 170 - 1048 Bruxaites
Tél. 234 84 23~ 294 60 83 - 7AE 52 19. 231 78 3
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Ref: BIO/93/271 93/11/15

¥33

PREPARATION AGRICULTURE COUNCIL OF 16-17 NOVEMBER 1993

Le Conseil des Communautes Europeennes tiendra sa 1703eme session -
Agriculture - mardi 16 Novembre a partir de 15h00 et mercredi 17 novembre
1993 au Batiment Charlemagne a Bruxelles, sous la Presidence de M. A.
Bourgeois, Ministre de 1l/Agriculture du Royaume de Belgique. L‘ordre du
jour comportera les points suivants:

Approbation de la liste des points ’Af

Proposition de reglement du Conseil modifiant le reglement (CEE) No
1765/93 instituant un regime de soutien aux producteurs de certaines
cultures arables. (doc. COM(93)417)

Cette proposition de reglement traite des plans de regionalistion
concernant les rendements en fonction de 1’irrigation et de 1la qualite
des sols, des paiements compensatoires de l’obligation de gel de terre.

Les modifications proposees concernent les points suivants:

- Art. 3: principe et fonctionnement du mecanisme correcteur
- Art. 7: gel des terres

- Art. 9: terres eligibles.

Le Parlement ayant rendu son avis lors de sa session d’octobre, le
Conseil devrait etre en mesure de statuer sur la proposition de la
Commission qui devait en principe etre adoptee avant 1le 31 octobre,
conformement a 1l’accord politique de mai 1993.

Proposition de reglement du Conseil modifiant le reglement (CEE) no
1765/92 instituant un regime de soutien aux producteurs _de certaines
cultures arables - oleagineux. {COM(93) 389)

Suite aux accords de ‘Blair House’ du 3 dec. 1992, 1la Commission a
propose au Conseil que 1l’accord sur les graines oleagineuses conclu entre
les Etats-Unis et la Communaute soit formellement approuve. Le Conseil a
donne son approbation formelle lors de sa reunion du 8 Jjuin 1993. 1ILa
presente proposition constitue 1l’etape suivante du processus legislatif:
la mise en oeuvre du memorandum d’accord sur les graines oleagineuses.
Il s'agit

- d’exclure du regime de subvention la culture des graines de tournesol
de bouche (confectionery sunflowerseed) a partir de la recolte 1994

- introduire un systeme de superficie maximale garantie (SMG) applicable
aux producteurs beneficiant de paiements compensatoires specifiques a
la culture de graines oleagineuses, conforme au Memorandum c’est a
dire 5.128.000 hectares a partir de la campagne 1995/1996. Un



depassement global inferieur ou egal a 5% de la SMG serait traite
uniquement a 1’echelle communautaire dans son ensemble. Au-dela de ce
pourcentage de depassement, la penalisation des producteurs devrait
etre plus intense. Les positions restent divergentes sur la question
de savoir si la penalisation doit s’appliquer au niveau de 1l’Etat
membre, eventuellement avec franchise, ou au niveau de la Communaute.

Le Parlement devrait donner son avis pour le lundi 15 novembre. Le
Conseil sera donc en mesure de statuer sur cette proposition.

Proposition de reglement du Conseil modifiant le reglement (CEE) No
3813/92, relatif a 1l’unite de compte et aux taux de conversion a
appliquer dans le cadre de la politique agricole commune.

(doc. COM(93)297)

En ecartant 1’idee de reintroduire le systeme du ’‘switch-over’ dont le
cout et les effets pervers mettraient en danger la reforme de la PAC et
les accords envisages dans le cadre du GATT, la Commission propose
d’adopter le regime existant:

- la frequence des modifications de taux verts peut etre reduite par une
modification des ’franches’.

- la franchise actuelle (4 points), au sein de laquelle les taux verts
ne sont pas modifies peut etre etendue de facon assymetrique a 5
points (-2 et +3). Cette approche permet d’ameliorer la stabilite des
taux verts et est prevue pour une periode allant jusqu’au 31.12.1994.
(date limite prevue pour une revions du regime agrimonetaire).

Proposition de reglement du Conseil modifiant le reglement (CEE) No
1785/81 portant organisation commune des marches dans le secteur du sucre
doc. COM(93) 442

Le Conseil aura un premier debat d’orientation sur la proposition de 1la
Commission de proroger d’un an le regime actuel des quotas pour le sucre,
en y introduisant des quotas pour le sirop d’inuline (sirop de fructose
obtenu a partir de chicorees ou de topinambours)

Proposition de reglement du Conseil modifiant le reglement (CEE) No
386/90 du Conseil relatif au controle lors de l’exportation de produits
beneficiant d’'une restitution ou d’autres montants (doc. COM(93) 339)

Ce reglement prevoit qu’au moins 5% des operations donnant lieu a
l'octroi de restitutions a 1l’exportation, doivent etre controlees
physiquement par bureau de douane, par annee calendaire et par secteur de
produits. Or un rapport de la Commisison sur 1l’application dudit
reglement demontre que la rigidite de ce taux de 5% peut nuire a une plus
grande efficacite.

C’est pourquoi la Commission propose de modifier ledit reglement en
prevoyant que le taux de 5% par secteur de produits puisse etre remplace
par un taux de 5% sur 1l’ensemble des secteurs. L’objectif de 1la
modification envisagee consiste a rendre plus facile la concentration des
ressources humaines des Etats membres sur les exportations a haut risque,



ce qui signifie aussi que la Commission profite d’un controle plus
efficace qui peut eviter des depenses injustifiees au detriment du budget
communautaire.

Ce point a ete inscrit a 1l’ordre du jour sur instruction du President
Bourgeois qui veut aboutir a un accord politique afin de demontrer
1’importance que le Conseil attache a la lutte contre la fraude et
contrecarrer ainsi 1’impact negatif des informations parues dans la
presse sur 1l’image de la PAC.

URUGUAY ROUND - Volet Agricole
Rapport oral de M. Steichen sur l’etat des discussions a Geneve.

Proposition de reglement du Conseil instituant un regime de protection
communautaire des obtentions vegetales (docs. COM(90)347 et COM(93)104)

Un certain nombre de questions, notamment politiques ou juridico-
institutionnelles, vont etre discute lors de ce Conseil:

- Le base juridique:

l’article 235 du Traite CEE semble etre la base juridique correcte de
cette proposition.

- le siege de 1’'0Office communautaire des varietes vegetales
- les langues de 1‘Office

- le role de la Commisison au sein du Conseil d’aministration de cet
office.

- la Comitologie: Comite de reglementation ou comme le propose la
Commission: Comite consultatif.



Ref: BIO/93/271/1

COUNCIL OF AGRICULTURAL MINISTERS, 16 NOVEMBER 1993

Arable Crops:

Council had only a brief discussion on the modifications to set-aside,
regionalisation etc, many Ministers raised what are now familiar
concerns.

Mr Steichen emphasised that flexibility must not be confused with reduced
efficiency - i.e. objectives of CAP Reform must not be threatened. He
also warned that postponing a decision until the next Council would
probably mean that farmers would be denied the proposed flexibility until
next year 1994/95. Council will discuss a compromise proposal on
Wednesday.

Oilseeds:

Mr Steichen urged Council to decide on the implementation of the EC/US
agreement on oilseeds, and insisted that the agreement is a good one
given that the Commission can still subsidise 1989/91 acreage, even
though it lost a GATT panel. He also urged Council to decide in order to
assure third countries that when the Community concludes an agreement it
"sticks to it’.

The main difficulty is the question of, at what level to apply the
penalties i.e. at Community level or at Member State level and also the
danger that penalties could be cumulative if production remained higher
than the SBA for more than 1 year.

Council will discuss a compromise proposal on Wednesday to introduce the
Commission proposal for 1 year.

Agrimonetary:

Commenting on the need to adopt the Commission’s approach Mr Steichen
said that the switch-over mechanism would cost 5 times as much as the
Commission proposal, while the Commission proposal safeguards farmers
incomes and does not threaten CAP reform or GATT/CAP reform
compatability. He also pointed out when referring to the Dutch proposal
that any decision which will cost money will mean price reductions
elsewhere, as the 1994 budget is exhausted.

While some countries maintain their demand for the reintroduction of the
switch-over, a number of other countries, wanted more time to discuss the
matter, therefore a decision was postponed til December.

On the continuation of a freeze of green rates after November 20 Mr
Steichen merely said that he would inform the Commission of the Council’s
comments i.e. he was non-committal,



Sugar:

Council had a first discussion on a roll-over of the present regime for 1
year and the proposal to include inulin in the regime.

A number of countries wanted to extend the regime for longer than 1 year.

The countries involved in inulin production are critical of the 1.9
coefficient which converts inulin to sugar equivalent. While some others
argue that more information is needed on inulin production and/or that
the inulin quota should be found within the sugar quotas of the countries
concerned. Parliament is expected to give a decision in December, so an
attempt may be made to decide at the December Council.

Plant variety rights:

This internal market proposal is designed to set up a system of Community
plant variety rights as a special form of industrial property rights.
The proposal allows national systems to carry on alongside the Community
system.

The main issue of discussion was the concept of ’farmer saved seed’ i.e.
should farmers pay royalties on the seed to the original developer of the
variety.

While some Ministers are opposed to the idea of farmers making a payment
for farm saved seed, Council is moving towards a decision on this along
the 1lines that the payment would be small, small farmers would be
exempted, a 1list of varieties would be established which would be
exempted from the payment, that a variety can be deemed to be new if it
has’nt been commercially exploited within the last four years (or some
period to be defined).

Classical swine fever:

The German Minister thanked the Commission for its help and cooperation
on the pig disease problem in Germany and assured Council that they were
doing all in their power to eradicate the disease.

Responding Mr Steichen welcomed the fact that Germany had provided
detailed information to the Commission on the situation on Monday which
will allow a better analysis of the gravity of the situation and help
determine the measures necessary.

Meanwhile said Mr Steichen given the seriousness of the disease, Germany
must vigorously apply EC legislation to avoid the spread of the disease.

-3 -

Unfortunately he said to control disease unpopular measures must
sometimes be taken and he urged Ministers to stop blaming the Commission
for all the ’'ills of the world’ and explain to farmers and the public why
certain actions must be taken.



It is not the Commission’s intention to create problems for anybody he
said.



EC/WAS< cd 111=17=-83 § 2:24PH ; EC/WAS<rea: & 1
,nfEfIX 11/ 17/93 13: 32 ET REF: WRUECC9S FR:0ELEGATION OF EUROPE TO: 2024291766 Page 1 of 3

INBOUND MESSAGE RECEIVED ON NOV 17 AT 11:59 [ASSIGNED// WRUE0098]
21877 COMEU B
COMPUTER MESSAGE :

FROM : C.E.C. - SERVICE PORTE-PAROLE
TO t C.E. WASHINGTON - WASHINGTON
REF ¢ 3321046201 - 17-11-1993 17147

DISTRIBUTION
THD.
TO: 7 MY488
7 FAXCV1439 D.HD.
SUBJECT: *END OF AGRICULTURAL COUNCIL °* ADM/POL
AGE
coM./Th. | MJs
DEVT.
BCO/FIN |G¢fgms
P.PA.
BRUSSELS, 17 NOVEMBER 1993 S6eT
NOTE BIO (93) 271 (SUITE 2 ET FIN) AUX BUREAUX NATIONAUX SUP. AG.
CC.t AUX MEMBRES DU SERVICE DU PORTE PAROLE TER.
) B CF.
COUNCIL OF AGRICULTURAL MINISTERS, 17 NOVEMBER 1993
(G. KIELY) E
GATT:

MR STEICHEN DISTRIBUTED TWO DOCUMENTS TO COUNCIL OUTLINING THE
STATE OF

PLAY ON MARKET ACCESS AND SANITARY AND PHYTOSANITARY QUESTIONS.
HE

STRESSED THE IMPORTANCE OF THE SANITARY AND PHYTOSANITARY DOSSIER

GIVEN

THE IMPORTANCE OF PLANT AND ANIMAL PRODUCTS EXPORTS FROM THE
COMMUNITY.

A COMPREHENSIVE AGREEMENT ON THIS IS IMPORTANT TO ENSURE THIRD
COUNTRIES

DO NOT USE THIS AS A MEANS OF RESTRICTING IMPORTS.

ON MARKET ACCESS MR STEICHEN SAID THAT WHILE THE COMMUNITY OFFER
18§

BEING CHALLENGED BY A FEW COUNTRIES, MOST COUNTRIES DO NOT

HAVE A

PROBLEM WITH IT AND ASSURED MINISTERS THAT IT WAS NOT THE

COMMISSION

INTENTION TO INCREASE ITS OFFER.

MR STEICHEN ALSO EXPRESSED OPTIMISM THAT THE COMMISSION WOULD SOON
HAVE

IECHNICAL DISCUSSIONS ON THE CLARIFICATIONS REQUESTED ON BLAIR
HOUSE,

WITH THE US.
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MINISTERS ADOPTED A MORF CALM AND OPTIMISTIC TONE THAN USUAL IN
THEIR

COMMENTS .

MANY EMPHASISED THE NEED FOR AN AGREEMENT, ALTHOUGH SOME
EXPRESSED

CONCERN ABOUT THE IMPLICATIONS OF AN AGREEMENT FOR PARTICULAR
SECTORS

E.G., BEEF, MEDITERRANEAN PRODUCTS.

MANY ALSO STRESSED THE IMPORTANCE FOR THE COMMUNITY TO GAIN ACCESS
TO

THIRD COUNTRY MARKETS AND THE NEED TO BREAK DOWN ADMINISTRATIVE

AND

SANITARY AND PHYTOSANITARY MEASURES.

IT WAS ALSO SUGGESTED THAT THE COMMISSION EXAMINE HOW A GATT DEAL
WOULD

BE IMPLEMENTED TO ENSURE SOME COUNTRIES MORE THAN OTHERS WOULD NOT
BEAR

A DISPROPORTIONATE BURDEN.

THE PRESIDENCY ANNOUNCED THAT THE DECEMBER COUNCIL WOULD TAKE PLACE
ON
13/14/15 DECEMBER (DEADLINE FOR A GATT AGREEMENT).

A.0.B. EXPORT
POULTRY MEAT EXPORT REFUNDS 1 (FR)

FRANCE REQUESTED THAT EGG AND POULTRYMEAT EXPORT REFUNDS BE
INCREASED TO
PRE-OCTOBER LEVELS.

-2 -

REPLYING MR STEICHEN SAID REFUNDS WERE REDUCED AS A DIRECT RESULT OF
THE
CAP REFORM PRICE CUTS FOR CEREALS.

PIGMEAT MARKET!

MANY COUNTRIES RAISED THE DIFFICULT MARKET SITUATION FOR PIGMEAT
AND
SUGGESTED THAT THE COMMISSION SHOULD TAKE MORE ACTION.

REPLYING THE COMMISSIONER SAID THAT THE POOR MARKET SITUATION WAS
DUE TO

AN EXPANSION IN PRODUCTION. PRICES, HE SAID ARE INCREASING E.G.
18T

WEEK OF NOVEMBER, THEY INCREASED FROM 93 TO 97 ECU/10. SOME OF
THE

PROBLEMS 1IN SPAIN, HE SAID, ARE DUE TO THE CLOSURE OF THE
PORTUGUESE

BORDER AND HE SAID NATIONAL INTERFERENCE WITH THE INTERNAL MARKET
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18
UNACCEPTABLE.

THE COMMISSION WILL CONTINUE TO MONITOR THE MARKET SITUATION.
FORESTRY (SPAIN)
SPAIN URGED THE COMMISSION TO APPROVE AS SOON AS POSSIBLE
§§§ORESTATION PLAN.
REPLYING MR STEICHEN SAID THAT:
- COMMISSION HAS RECEIVED 250 PROGRAMMES COVERING 10,000 PAGES
- THESE PROGRAMMES WILL TAKE TIME TO EXAMINE
- ELIGIBILITY, PBUDGETARY PROCEDURES AND FINANCIAL ESTIMATES HAVE TO
BEEXAMINED CAREFULLY,
- HAVE TO AFPLY A PROGRAMME IN A FAIR AND BALANCED WAY FOR ALL
MEMBER

STATES
- WILL GIVE PRIORITY TO MOST URGENT PROGRAMMES
- MUST KEEP IN MIND THE AVAILABILITY OF FUNDING FOR 1984.

- MEMBER STATES ONLY SUBMITTED THEIR PROGRAMMES IN JULY.

AMITIES,

B. DETHOMAS
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