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Tlp Governments d ths Member SEts and tlte Commission of the trropeen Conmunides were reprænted as
follows:

Belgium
Mr Guy COmrlE

Denmark
Mr Arne MELCHIOR
Mr Helge ISRAELSEN

Germanv
Mr Wotfæng BÔTSCH

Greece
Mr Panayioüs DEUMITSOS

§pain
Ms Eena SALGADO

France
Mr Gérard LONGUET

lreland
Mr Erian COWAN

ttdy.
Îttrr îIauizlo PAGANI

luxembourg
Mr Alex BODRY

Netherlands
Mrs J.R.H. MAIJ-WEGGEN

PorürgEI
Mr Carlos Sllva COSTA

United Kingdom
Mr Edward LElGtl

Commission
MT MaTtin BANGEMANN
Mr Karel VAN MIERT

Member
Member

Dep.rty Ptlme Mhister, Mlnlster for Tramport, Rrblic
Undertakings and Rrbtic Brdtding

Mlnister for Commtmiceüons
State Secrstary for Cmrmunications

Federat Minister of Posb and Tetecommtnications

State Secretary for Communications

Secretary€eneral for Commudcations

Minister for Posts and Telecommunicaüoræ

Mlnister for Commuricdona

Minister for Posts and Telecqnmrmicaüors

Minister lor Posts and Teleconrmurdcaüolu

Minister for Transport and Rrblic Wqks

Stste Secretary for Trarsport and Teleconmwricaüons

Farlhmentary Under-Secreûy of SEte, Department of Trade
and lndustry (lndus'try and Consunrer Affeirs,
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10.v.93

HIGH DEFINITION TELE\'EIoN (HDTV)

Aft,lr â very long discussion based on a compromise proposed by the Danish Presidency, it

became clear that although progress had been made since the Telecommunications Council

on 15 December 1992 (see Press Release 10085/92 Presse 2131, it was not enough to bring

about an agreement.

Horvever, 11 delegations could agree to the broad outlines of an action plan based ôn the

folh>wing principles:

1. The plan is intended only to promote the 16/9 format (625 or 1250 lines), whatever

the European television standard and the method of broadcasting (terrestrial, satellite

or cable) used.

2. Community funding wil! cover only a part of the difference in the cost of

production/diffusion in the ordinary 4/3 format and in the 16/9 format; Community

funding wil! in general cover only 50% at most of additional costs. The remaining

50% will have to come from other sources. The Council attaches great amportance to

the participation of the business sector in funding.

3. 30o/o of Community funds will be earmarked for markets not served during the initial

stages of the action plan. These funds could cover up to 80% of additional costs, the

remaining 2Oo/o being found from other sources.

4. The action plan shoutd be as simple as possible and based on transparent, fair and

unbureaucratic mechanisms.

5. Funds will be allocated to broadcasters or producers established in the EEC on the

basis of the number of hours produced and broadcast in the 16/9 format with a

maximum support of X ECU/hour. The support will depend on the actual cost of the

type of programme and its technical quality with particular attention
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being paid to programmes produced in Europe. New productions willthus receive the

highest level of support. Only broadcasters providing services for over 5O hours a

year in the 16/9 format will receive funds.

Support will be granted annually on a first come, first served basis, with preference

being given to projects for which additiona! funding comes from the business sector.

Community funding is to be sst at ECU 200 million. lt will be granted only if

applicants can prove that other funds have already been committed to cover the

remaining 5006. Apart from the ECU 200 million, ECU 85 million will be hetd in

reserve until 1 January 1995 for markets not yet served during the initaal phases of

implementing the action plan. ln addition to the ECU 85 million, ECU 21 million must

be forthcoming from other sources.

The action plan will cover a period of three and a hatf yàars, terminating at the end of

1 996.

Efforts will be made to expand considerably the markets served by the action ptan,

while paytng due attention to the need to attain the critical mas!1.

The Presidency noted that at this Council meeting the United Kingdom delegation was not an

a position to accept some of these points, in particular those relating to the sum to be

allocated to the action plan.

The Commission accordingly announced that pending further developments with the action
plan, it would be continuing its discussions on digital television and the possibte revision of
Directiw 92/38/EEC.
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The Council registered its agreement, by qualified majority, on the common position on the
Directive on the application of open network provision (ONp) to voice telephony, with Spain

abstaining and Portugat voting against it. The Directive wilt be-formally adopted at a
forthcoming meeting after final editing of the texts.

The Directive is part of the policy established by Commission Directive 90/338/EEC on

competition in the markets for telecommunications services and on the Council framework

Directive (90/387/EEC), which is designed to harmonize conditions for access to and use of
telecommunications networks throughout Europe by graduatly applying open network
provision (ONP) in priority areas.

The first step in applying this framework Directive came on 5 June 1992 when the Counci!

adopted a Directive on the application of open network provision to leased lines.

The ONP Directive represents a further, very important step in harmonization in this sector,

since it concerns the largest and most economically significant service operated by

telecommunications organizations.

It has three main objectives:

to lay down tho rights of users of voice telephony services in their relations with

telecommunications organizations;

to improve access for all users, including providers of services, to the public telephone

network inf rastructure ;

to encourage the Community-wide provision of voice telephony services.
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10.v.93

ln particular, it should be noted that as regards certain important aspects of voice telephony,

zuch as quality of service, billing and the supply of advanced voice telephony services, the

Directive gives the Commlseion the power to check that action taken by the Member States

to attain the obiectives laid down converge at Community leve!, and provides for a procedure

enabling the Commission, aseisted by a regulatory committee, to take binding measures if
that converggnco proves to bo inadequate.

The Birective is due to enter into force one year after its final adoption.
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EUEOPEAN TETECOMMUNICATIONS EOUIPMENT INDUSTRY - COUNCIT CONCTUSIONS

The Council welcomes the Commission communication on the European telecommunication

industry.

!t stresses that action aimed at the improvement of the competitiveness of the industry and

the correction of its structural problems is in the first ptace the responsibiliÿ of the industry

itself. The ability of the industry to address successfully such challenges would allow it to
draw the maximum benefit from the establishment of the interna! market, while respecting

Community competition rules.

It recognizes that the Community and the Member States should take the necessary

initiatives to give industry a favourable business environment, iaking due account of the

principle of subsidiarity.

The Council reaffirms the importance of an internationally competitive industry in the

telecommunications field in Europe operating at a high technological level.

!n this respect, the Council invites the Commission to strengthen Community action atready

under way and, if necessary, to propose new Communiÿ actions aimed at four fundamenta!

objectives.

1. The establishment of a real internal market

Action in this field implies the follow-up and acceleration of the implementation of the
Green Paper regarding the creation of a unified telecommunications market, with the
aim of perfecting the operation of the internal market as a level playing field for all
economic operators and of allowing expansion of new segments of this market by
liberalization and harmonization including standardization. The full application of the
competition rules of the Community and of the Directive on procurement in the
telecommunications sector is of particular relevance here.
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The rapid availability of advanced tetecommunications services being a key factor for
economic development, industrial co-operation in R&D remains an essentaat element of
Community policy in this sector. ln this respect, the use of RACE programme resutts
should continue to be encouraged, in conjunction with EUREKA, whilJrespecting
Community competition rules. Subject to a decision to be reached on the fourth
framework programme, the Community effort in R&D should take into account the
needs of the markets presently in growth and the intensity of international
competition, and should fully exploit the synergy between the telecommunications
sector and that of the electronics industry in Europe, including smalt and medium-sized
enterprise aspects.

The development of the terminal equipment market

The terminal equipment market represents an important segment of the
telecommunications equipment market, in which the industry in Europe shoutd play a
strengthened role. Therefore, in compliance with Communiÿ competition rules, a
series of consultations should be carried out with the interested parties with the
objective of supporting industrial efforts to emerge as competitive players in the new
market segments. This includes co-operation efforts in R&D of the industry in those
basic technologies required for the realization of identified terminals. In this respect,
the primary importance for the development of this market of accelerating the full
application of the Directive on mutual recognition of terminal equipment type approval
is recalled.

lmDroving competitive conditions on the world market

Telecommunications have been developing into a global industry for the last few
years. This trend implies that trade and competition policies should ênsure an open
and fair competitive environment for telecommunications equipment manufacturers.

This trend implies as well that the rapid globalization of the telecommunications
market as a worldwide marltet shoutd be taken into account by Community poticy and
decisions.

Levelling the playing field would permit the elimination of unsatisfactory accoss
conditions which still prevail in certain markets outside the Community and contribute
to settang up fair and transparent rules of competiüon at wortd levet. The j@fore,
in particular, it is necessary to investigate the behaviour of verticalty integrated
telecommunications companies on the market.

The Community's efforts should be directed towards the objective of opening up
competitive opportunities in the global telecommunications market. The GATT should
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be the principal means whereby this objective could be achieved, but bilateral
negotiations may also be required.

Commercial policy and competition policy will be instrumenta! in the Community's
efforts towards the objective of a level playing field; the 'centralized point of
information' (1) providing supporting information and analysis to this effect.

TEt ECOMMUNICATIONS SERVTCES

The Council took note of the Commission's presentation of its communication on the

outcome of the consultations on the situation in the telecommunications services sector. The

presentation gave the Council an opportunity for a first discussion of the subject.

You are reminded that at its meeting on 19 November 1992, the Council adopted a

Re-colution in which it called on the Commission to consider, with interested parties,

the political, economic, commercial and social implications of the options set out in its

conrmunication on the situation in the telecommunications services sector in 1992. The

Cotrncil also called on the Commission to set out, following these consultations, a trasparent

approach and timetable for setting up a regulatory framework for the Community

telecommunications market.

ln the communication presented at the meeting, the Commission proposes to continue

the process of liberalizing telecommunications begun with the 1987 Green Paper and more

specifically with Directive 88/301/EEC liberalizing termina! equipment and

Directive 90/388/EEC liberalizing all telecommunications services except for voice telephony.

ln that context, it is asking the Council to decide on a number of principles contained in the

Commission communication, in particular:

(1) See Council Resotution of 18 November 1991 concerning electronics, information and
communications technologies.
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the complete liberalization of services;

a transitional period ending in 1998;

a precise schedule in two main stages with a consolidation phase (1993-lg9E) and a
phase of gradual opening up to competition (1996-lggg);

the role of infrastructures.

Following its discussion, the Council instructed the Permanent Representatives Committee to
continue work on this dossier with maximum efficiency, in order to enable the
Telecommunications Council convened for 16 June to arrive at an agreement.

The Council took note of an oral roport by the Commission on its consultations on the

development of the single market for postal services.

Pending the submission, in the very near future, of the Commission's formal report, which

should also include a precise timetable for future work, the Counci! instructed the permanent

Representatives Committee to examine the Commission document as soon as it arrived, prior

to the discussion to be held in the Telecommunications Council on l6 June.
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Bruxel les, le 7 mal 1993

]lote BIO (93) 125 AUx BUREAUX
cc: AUX IBTBRES DU SERVICE DU

}.lAT IONAUX
PORTE-PAROLE

,fi3

PREPARAT!ON DU
(Helnurt Schnltt

CONSEIL TELECIL|UN|CATIONS DU tO mar 1993
von Sytlor)

S I tuat lon g[gg té I écomnumn I cat tons ( "Bg]tlef,," )

M. Bangemann Introdulra la communlcatlon de la Commlsslon du 2g avrlt
1993 relatlve à la révlslon de ta sltuatlon du secteur des servlces de
télécommunlcat lons. Cette commmunlcat lon prône une I lbéral lsat lon totaleassortle d'un calendrler prévtslble et d'une déflnltlon des condltlonsd'exploltatlon, notamment en ce qul concerne te servlce unlversel, les
rég I ons pér I phér I ques , et I 'accès aur réseaux .

Tôlôvlslon avancêe (|{DTV)

Le Consetl est appelé à adoptor, à t,unanlmlté, te plan d,actton proposépar la Commlsslon le 5 mal 1992. Vu t,oppostt lon du Royaume_Unl, laPrésldencê danolse a préparé un proJet de compromls dont les étémentssont très proches des orlentattons préconlsées par MM. Bangemann etPlnhelro en mars 1993. Le Plan d'act lon se concentrera alors sur lapromot lon du format 16:9 quette que solt la normo de transmlsslonut tl lsée (D2-MAC, HD-MAC, pAL plus, sEcAM) ou te mode de transmtsslon(terrestre, satelllte, câote). ta préstdence suggère en outie qus reflnancement communautarre ne couvro que sOr oes suicotts à piévorr, sansque le nontant alt dérà été préctsé.

Té!6ohonte vocate

La Commlsston a proposé d,harnonlser les condlt lons d,accès otd'utlllsatlon des réseaur de télécommunlcatlons par ta mlse en oouvreprogresslve cles pr lnclpes de fournlture d.un réseau ouvert (ONp). Aprèsune promtère dlrectlve retatlve aur tlgnes touées, lt 
";"àti-marntenantd'appl lquer ces pr lnclpes au secteur lmportant de ta télép6onte vocate.

Le Consell est proche d'un accord à la maJorlté quallf!ée pour adopteruno poslt lon commune. Certalnes détégat lons font un t len avec tarévlslon précltée dans le secteur des servlces de tétécommuntcailons.
Une détégatlon demande de permettre aux autorttés nattonàiàr"o,trpo"".
des contratntes tarlfalres ayant tralt à Oos objectlfs de pol lttquegénérate tel quo t'aménagement du terrttotre. certalnes oé'régatr;nscontestent les pouvolrs de ta Commlsston d'assurer Ia convorgence desobJectlfs et des mesuros mls en oouvro par les Etats membres. s.y aloutele problème habltuet de comttologle.

Eou |oements gs té !6comnunIcat lon

Le Consell entend appuyer la communlcatlon que la Commlsston avaltprésentée, tê Is Jul I let 1992, sur t , lndustr !e européenne des
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équlpements de té!écommuntcat lon. ! ! tnvltera la Commlsslon à renforcer
! 'act lon conmunauta I re v I sant quatrê obJect I fs fondamentaur:
l'établlssement d'un vérttabte marché lntérlour, .te soutten à la
recherche et au dôveloppement technologtque, le développement du marché
des équlpements termlnaux, l'amêl toratlon des condttlons de concurrence
sur le marché mondlal.

Servlccs aostaur

M. Bangemann lera une premlère présentatton sommalre ctu résultat desconsultatlons au suJet du Llvre vert que ta commlsslon avalt pubilé le13 mal 1992.

Amltlés,

Bruno Dethomas
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ibte BIO(93)125(suttc 1 et
cc: AUX IIEIIBRES DU SERYICE

f In) AUX BUREAUX }|ATIO}IAUX
DU PORTE-PAROLE

ctNsElL TELEcoHuNtcATtoN DU 10 mat 1993 (]tetm.rt schrnttt von sytbü)

Révlslon ltq IA sttuatton

MM. Bangemann et Van Mlert ont présenté !a communlcat lon do la
Commlsslon du 28 avrll 1993 relatlve à la révlslon de la sltuatlon dusectsur des servlces de tétécommunlcatlons. Un premler tour do table a
conf lrmé qu'll y a des Etats membres qul souhattent une ilbérailsailonraplde, et d'autres qul préfèrent un rythme ptus prudent. Le Conseltaura uno dlscusslon plus approfonclle te 16 Juln.

Tâl6vtston avancé (HDW)

Tous les membres du Consell roconnalssent l,opportunlté d,adopter unPlan d'actlon promouvant te format 16:g et pormsttant te ctrangàment versla technologle nunértque. Mals Il y a désaccord sur le ftnàncement, àsavolr sur la masse crltlquo qu! est nécessatre pour déclencher techangement. onze Etats membres étalent partls de s00 mlo écus, seul leRoyaume-unl lnslstalt sur 300. un compromls se desslnalt autour de 375 à490 mlo écus, lorsque te Mlntstre br ttannlque Qultta soudalnement taréunlon pour asslster, en Guyans, au tancemont d,une fusée. Les onze sesont alors mrs d'accord sur un chrffre de so6 mro écus, ooni 2gs à racharge dE la CE et 22,1 à contr lbuer par des sources nat lonales,notamment prtvées. Le Royaume-un! reste appeté à 
"."àpiài "" 

pt"n qu!requlert !'unanlmlté en vertu de t,artlcle 23S CEE.

T6!âahonte vocale

Le consel I a adopté uns posrtron communo reratrve à ra proposrtron de taCommlsslon vlsant à harmontser tes condttlons d'accès'et' oluit I lsatloncles réseaux de télécommunlcattons par la mtss en oouvre progresslve desprlnclpes de fournlture d,un réseau ouvert (ONp)

La posltlon commune fut actoptée à la maJorlté quailftée. Le portugal avoté contre et l,Espagne s'est abstenue â 
""use 

cres pouvorrs prévui porila Commlsslon (comltotogte) d'assursr la convergence des obJectlfs etdes mesures mlses en oeuvre par !es Etats membres.

Eou lpements gB té lêcomnun lcat lon

Le Consell a appuyé la communtcatlon que la Commlsslon avalt présentée,Ie 15 Julllet 1992, sur t'tndustrte européenne des équtplments deté!écommunlcat tons. ll a adopté une résolut làn lnvttant ta comnlsslon àrenforcer I 'act lon communauta ! re v lsant quatre obJect I fs fondamentaux:l'établlssement d'un vérltable marché lntérleur; le soutten à larecherche et au développement technologtque; le développement du marchédes équlpements termlhâux; t'amétloratton oes condltlons de concurrencesur le marché mondla!.



Servlces nostaur

M. Bangemann a falt une préssntatlon orate du résultat des con§ultatlons
au suJet du Ltvre vert que ta Comnlsslon avalt publlé le 13 nal 1992. Un

rapport écrtt sulvra dans qulnze Jours.

Amrt!és, C Dû:
Bruno Dethomas


