
COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES

GENERAL SECRETARIAT

PRESS RE[-EASE

1OO85192 (Presse 213)

1620th Council meeting

- lelecommunlcations -

Brussels, 19 November '|,992

President :Mr Edward LEIGH

Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State,
Department of lrade and
Industry (lechnology), of the
United Kingdom

+

r l:lr, ,

l,\1.1-,

10085/92 (Presse 213 - c) EN



-2-

19.X[.92

ngs/JM/bzb

The Governments of the Member States and the Comnission of the European

Communities were represented as follows:

Deputy Prime Minister, Minister for Transport,
Pub1ic Undertakings and Public Building

Minister for Communications
State Secretary for Ecclesiastical Affairs
and Communications

State Secretary, Federal Ministry of Posts and
Te I ecommunicat ions

Greece
Mr Dimitri STAMATOPOULOS Secretary-General, Ministry of Telecommunications
Spain

Belgium
Mr Guy COEME

Denmark
MT ToTben RECHENDORFF

Mr Helge ISRAELSEN

Germany
Mr Frerich GORTS

Mrs Helena SALGADO

France
Mr Emile ZUCCARELLI
I re Iand
Mr Bernard McDONAGH

I taty
Mr PubIio FIORI
Luxembourg
Mr Alex BODRY

Netherlands
Mrs J.R.H. MAIJ-WEGGEN Minister for Transport and Public lJorks
Portugal
Mr Carlos Silva COSTA

United Kingdom
Mr Edward LEIGH

Mr Neil HAMILTON

Commission

o

oo

Vice-PresidentSir Leon BRITTAN
Mr Filippo Maria PANDOLFI Vlce-President
Mr Jean DONDELINGER Member

Secretary-General for Communicat ions

Minister for Posts and Telecommunications

Secretary-Genera], Department of Tourism,
Transport and Comnunications

State Secretary for Posts and Telecommunications

Minister for Posts and lelecommunications

State Secretary for Transport and
Te I ecommuni cat ions

Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Department
of Trade and Industry (Technotogy)
Parllamentary Under-Secretary of State, Department
of Trade and Industry

10085192 (Presse 213 - G) EN



-3-

19.Xt.92

ngsl Jl4lbzb

ASSESSMENT OF THE SIÎUATION IN THE TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICES SECTOR

The Council agreed in principle on the following Resolution on the assessment of
the situation in the telecommunications services sector:

COUNCIL RESOLUTION ON lHE ASSESSMENT OF THE SITUATION IN THE COMMUNITY

TELECOMMUNICATIONS SECTOR

- Uhereas Council Directive 9Ol387lEEC of 28 June 1990 on the establishment of
the internal market for telecommunications services through the implementation
of Open Network Provision sets out a framework for the harmonized provision of
services within the Community;

- l{hereas a number of specific measures implementing Open Network Provision have

been adopted by the Council;

- Uhereas Commission directive 90/388/EEC of 28 June 1990 on competition in the
markets for telecommunications services requires Member States to remove

special or exclusive rights for the supply of telecommunications services other
than voice telephony, telex, mobile radioterephony, paging and satelrite
services;

- ly'hereas the Commission has submitted to the Council a communication assessing
the situation in the telecommunications sector in relation to the aims of
Directive 90l388|EEC; whereas that communication also assesses progress on

harmonization and any restrictions on access to telecommunications network
still remaining, the effects of those restrictions on the operation of the
internal telecommunications market, and the measures that could be taken to
remove those restrictions; whereas the Commission has asked Member States to
give their opinions concerning the communication and the proposals contained in
it before 31 January 1993;

- Uhereas the Commission has submitted to the Council a communication assessing
progress towards cost orientation and adjustment of pricing structures for
telecommunications within the Community,
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TTIE COUNCIL

Recognizes:

- that substantial progress has been made towards the creation of a

Community-wide market for telecommunications services, in particular through

the implementation of Open Network Provision;

- that the uithdrawal of special or exclusive rights for the supply of
telecommunications services other than voice telephony, telex, mobile

radiotelephony, paging and satellite services, has led to substantial growth in
the Corununity market for such services;

- that there is significant user demand for additional pan-European

telecommunications services ;

- that priority should be attached to creating the conditions which would permit

this demand to be met;

- that additional pan-European services will create significant user demand for
extra equipment and software;

- that the implementation of Open Network Provision will lead to a better cost

orientation of tariff principles within the Community;

- that there is a need in particular to promote better cost orientation for
telecommunications services provided across intra-Community borders;

- that the application of the principle of cost orientation needs to take account

of the provision of service to all at an affordable price and in a reasonable

timescale;

- that telecommunications policy must be developed with regard to the principle
of social and economic cohesion;

- that a further analysis is needed of the specific requirements for development
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of telecommunications in peripheral regions.

Reaffirms

- that a political agreement, fully involving the Council and the European

Parliament, will best foster implementation of the Communityrs future
telecommunications policy.

CaIls upon the telecommunications organizations

- to introduce further cost orientation into tariffs, in particular for
intra-Community telecommunications services, and leased Iines;

- to work to secure a general lowering of accounting rates for intra-Community
telecommunications traff ic.

Urges the Member States

- to encourage such a movement towards cost-orientation and general lowering of
accounting rates.

Calls upon the Commission

- to consider, in consultation with interested parties, the political, economic,

commercial and social implications of the options set out in the Commission

communication for the future of the Community telecommunications services
market, These consultations and studies should examine in particular measures

necessary to ensure service for aIl throughout the Community, including the

interests of the peripheral regions in this respect, and taking account oI'thc
level of network development and the specific needs of smalI networks;

- to set out, following these consultations, a transparent approach and timetable
for a future regulatory framework for tn" ôorrunity telecommunications market,
so as to aIlow regulators and operators to plan the necessary adjustments at
national Ievel;

1OO85/92 (Presse 213 - c) EN



-6-

19.Xr.92

ngs/JM/pj

- to work in close association with Member States in that respect, in particular
with national regulatory officials through the establishment of a high level
ad hoc committee.

Uelcomes

- the Commissionts intention to report before the next meeting of the Council of
lelecomnunications Ministers, and notes that the Council r*itl then determine
how to take work forward.

ACÎION PLAN FOR lHE INÎRODUCÎION OF ADVANCED îELEVISION SERVICES IN EUROPE

The Councit held a very detailed exchange of views on all matters raised by the
proposal for a Decision. Substantial progress rdas made regarding the content of
the action p1an. However, considerable difflculties remain, particularly as

regards the amount to be earmarked for the action plan.

The Commission, supported by a very large majority of delegations, therefore
submitted a formal request that an additional meeting of the Telecommunications

Council should be held, after the European Council in Edinburgh and before
31 December 1992. The Presldency took note of this request.

APPLICATION OF OPEN NEÎUORK PROVISION (ONP) 10 VOICE TELEPHONY

The Council held a policy debate on the proposal for a Directive on the
application of open network provlslon to voice telephony. This proposal arises
out of Directive 9O138?IEEC on the establishment of the internal market for
telecommunications services through the implementation of open network
provision (ONP), and its main aims are to:

- estabrish the rights of users of voice telephony services vis-à-vis
telecommunications organizatlons ;
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- harmonize user access to the public telephone network infrastructure;
- determine the minimum factllties to be made avairable to users;
- establish conciliation procedures in the event of disputes.

The harmonization envisaged by the proposal also extends to the principtes of
tariffs and accounting and to conditions of use.

the Council considered more particularty the following aspects:

- applicaUifity of the provisions concerning special network access (Article 9)

and interconnection (Article 10) within the same Member state;

- scope of the procedure provided for to assess progress in the Member States
towards convergence of targets and imptementation of common services in the
Community (ArticIe 23) ;

- the committee procedure to be apptied for adopting the modifications necessary
to adapt the technical provisions of the Directive to new technotogical
developments or to changes in market demand.

At the end of the discussion, the council instructed the permanent

Representatives Committee to continue work on this subject with the aim of
reaching an agreement under the Danish Presidency.

TMNS-EUROPEAN NEII{ORKS

the Council heard a statement by the Commission on the progress that had been

made regarding Trans-European networks, and noted that the Commission intended to
continue its work on preparing the masterplans on telecommunications networks
beth,een administrations (CADDIA and INSIS programmes) and on ISDN (Integrated
Services Digital Network).

The Council requested the Commission to keep it informed on developments in its
work.
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GREEN PAPER ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF lHE SINGLE MARKET FOR POSÎAL SERVICES

the Council heard a statement by the Commlssion on the Green Paper on the

development of the singte market for postal services, and then held an exchange

of views at the end of whlch it welcomed the Comllsslonrs intention, before the

meeting of the leleeommunlcations Council scheduled for May 1993, to:

- report back to the Council on the outcome of the consultatlons that had been

initlated;

- submit to the Council the conclusions that lt decided to draw from those

consultatlons;

- draw up a preclse timetable for future work.

The Council also notêd that there vÿas a general consensus on the need to exarnine

the questlon of [terminal duestr as a matter of priority, and asked the Commission

to take account of thls in formuletlng future proposals.

EUROPEAN TELECOMMUNICAÎIONS EQUIPMENT INDUSÎRY

The Council welcomed the Commissionts submission of its communication on the

European telecomnunlcations equipment industry: rrstate of play, lssues at stake,

proposals for actionrr.

The Councll agreed that work on this dossier would be resumed under the

Danish PresLdency.
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OÎHER DECISIONS IN THE AREA OF TELECOMMUNICATIONS

EuroPe-wide co-operatlon on numbering of telecommunications services

The Council adopted the followlng Resolution on the promotion of Europe-wide
co-operation on numbering of tetàcommunications services including the ..:
introduction of a European area code for telephony services with Europe-wide
applications.

COUNCIL RESOLUÎION
on the promotion of Europe-wide co-operation on

numbering of telecommunications services

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European Economic Community,

Having regard to the proposal from the Commission,

(1) Uhereas the Council Resolution of 30 June 1988 on the development of the

common market for telecommunications services and equipment up to 1992 
(1)

calIs for promotion of the creation of Europe-wide services according to
market requirements and appropriate social needs;

(2) Whereas Commission Directive 90/388/EEC of 28 June 1990 on competition in the

markets for telecommunications services 
(2) provioes for competitive provision

of telecommunications services and services based on public telecommunications
networks and/or services;

(3) Whereas Council Directive 9Ol387lEEC of 28 June 1990 on the establishment of
the internal market for telecommunications services through the implementation

of open nethrork provision (3) 
"rph".izes the need for open and efficient

access to and use of public telecommunications services;

( 1 ) OJ No C 257, 30.1 1. 1988, p. 1.
(2) OJ No L 192, 24. ?.1990, p. 10.
(3) OJ No L 192, 24. 7.1990, p. 1.
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(41 lühereas numbers are the key for access to, and use of, telecommunications
services and, as such, are essential for the provision of telecommunications
services and services based thereon, particularly as regards the introduction
of new and competitively-provided services; whereas, in addition, the ease of
use of telephony-based services is largely dictated by how familiar and
easily understood numbering and dialting arrangements are;

(5) l{hereas numbering changes can cause high levels of cost and disruption to
service providers and users, particularly where they are required to change
thelr existing numbers;

(6) Uhereas competition and innovation in telecomnrunications service provision
will serve further to intensify demands on the supply of numbers;

(7, Uhereas the design of numbering schemes from which numbers are allocated is
an important factor in the design of networks and equipment which support
pan-European services serving areas employing different numbering schemes,
since numberlng information is used to perform essential functions such as
route selectlon and charglng;

(8) Uhereas management of numbering schemes in Europe is undertaken by individual
Member States;

(9) ldhereas there is a requlrement for increased co-ordination in the management
of numberlng schemes at the European level in order best to support the
development of, and growth in, services with Europe-wtde applications;

(10) Lrhereas management of numbering schemes for pan-European services must be
carried out ti,ithin a framework of Europe-wide co-operation allowing account
to be taken, in a timely manner, of the opinions of representatives of
national authorities concerned with numbering schemes, network operators
including an appropriate involvement of the Association of European
lelecommunlcations Network Operators (ETNO), service providers, industry and
users;

( 1 1 ) Uhereas such a framework of co-operation must respect the principle of
separatlon of regulatory and operational functions required according to
Directive 9Ol388lEEC; whereas, therefore, decisions on the development of
numbering schemes and procedures for the allocation of numbers must rest with
national regulatory authorities, according to this principle;
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(12) l,lhereas management of numbering schemes must be carried out in an objeclivc,
transparent and non-discriminatory manner in order to ensure equality of
treatment of the requirements for numbers of different categories of service
providers and users;

(13) trlhereas such a framework should draw on the organizational experience of
existing co-operation mechanisms involving the Confêrence Europêenne des
Postes et Têtécommunications (CEPT); whereas, in this respect, such a
framework might be brought about through the creation of a European Numbering
Office (ENO) and dratÿ on established mechanisms of regulatory co-ordination,
in particular the European Committee of Telecommunications Regulatory
Authorities (ECTM);

(14) tlhereas the Commission should be involved as appropriate in such a framework;

(15) tlhereas such a framework should facilitate long-term number supply planning
at European level; whereas this should have regard to the most efficient use
of numbering space and the significant timescales needed to phase out or
relocate existing uses and the substantial investments which may accompany
such numbering changes;

(16) tJhereas such a framework may also facilitate the working out of common
European positions concerning numbering at the global level, in particular
with regard to the work of the International Telecommunciations Union (ITU)
inthis area; whereas the Council Resolution of 30 June 1988 recognizes the
desirability of Community co-ordination in relation to international
telecommunications matters, which include the field of numbering;

(17) Uhereas the opening of a European numbering space as a means of estabtishing
common telephony numbering and dialling arrangements could promote the
functioning of the single market through facilitating provision of
Europe-wide services;

(18) t'Ihereas such a European telephony numbering space could be created through a
number of different options;

(19) tlhereas there is a need to study further the possible implementation of each
option for the creation of a European telephony numbering space, including
routing, tariffing and general policy issues, as well as practical questions,
related to numbering management, flexibility and efficiency; whereas
appropriate consultation with network operators, service providers and users
is stiIl required;
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(20) Uhereas the creation of a European telephony numbering space should be a
first priority for a framework of co-operation;

(21) I/hereas this Resolution proposes that detaited work on numbering could be

camied out by the Member States in the framework of the ENO that could be

created, and to the extent that the objectives of the proposed aetions cannot
be sufficiently achieved on an individual basis by the Member States for
reasons of effectiveness of this work, appropriate Community action may be

required,

CONSIDERS THE FOLLOWING POINTS AS MAJOR POLICY GOALS IN THIS AREA:

I ) strengthening co-operation at European level on the numbering arrangements for
services with pan-European applications, with the obiectives of:

- ensuring that long-term demand for numbers for such services can be met

according to the needs of the European market and different categories of
use,

- working towards the fair equitable and timely allocation of numbers for
provision and use of such services,

- promoting the most efficient use of numbering space by taking timely account
of service and user requirements against the background of industrial
development and global changes in numbering.

2) facilitating the devetopment of common European positions in relation to global
numbering developments, in particular with regard to the work of the ITU in
this area.

3) the creation of a European telephony numbering space to support the achievement
of European telecommunications policy goals, in particular:

- promotion of the development of Europe-wide applications according to market
requirements and appropriate social needs,

- open and efficient access to, and use of, public telecommunications networks
and services.
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4) in order to facilitate the achievement of these goals, encouraging developmentof a Europe-wide framework of co-operation on numbering between repr""entativesof natlonal authorities concerned with numbering schemes, network operators.
service providers, industry and users, drawing on the organizational experienceof existing co-ordination mechanisms set up by the CEpT, in particular as
regards the arrangements relating to radio frequencies which may provide, where
appropriate, a suitable model on which to base the arrangements for numbering
and which could, ln this respect, include the setting up of the ENO. Such a
framework should:

- be open to the opinions of any member of the categories mentioned above,

- provide a forum for common studies towards development of European numbering
schemes in a manner most suited for existing and future services, taking due
account of the diversity of market and technological factors influencing
service and product development,

- have available the resources to carry out analyses of long-term market and
technology implications of numbering recommendatons at European level;

INVITES lHE MEMBER SlAlES:

5) to co-ordinate their actions within CEPT to promote the development and
implementation, in conformity with Community law and in particutar the
competition rules of the lreaty, of a framework of Europe-wide co-operation on
numbering allowing the opinions of all interested parties to be taken into
account and involving the Commission as approprlate. This framework, which
could in this respect include the setting up of the ENO on the basis of an
appropriate statute, for which the resources necessary to ensure efficiency andthe ability to respond rapidly to changes in the demand for, and use of,
numbers should be made available. The tasks carried out r{ithin this framework
should include:

- undertaking studies to support the long-term development of European
numbering schemes and capabilities such as number portability, taking into
account market needs, the needs of different categories of user and global
considerations, and forwarding recommendations to regulatory authorities and
the Communlty as appropriate;

- carrying out investigations to support deveropments in practices of
management and allocation of numbers and forwarding recommendations to
regulatory authorities and the Community;
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- undertaking studies in preparation of common positions at ITU numbering fora
as required to facilitate the attainment of common global positions;

- liaison with bodies responsible for numbering scheme management, particularly
at national level, and with authorities charged with the registration of
names, numbers and addresses, particularly as regards the ongoing development
of European directorY services;

- co-operation and interaction with the European Telecommunications Standards
Institute (ETSI) and other standardization bodies in order to take fulI
account of the link between standards development and numbering resource
management;

and, as a high prioritY,

- investigation of the case for the introduction of a European area code for
use in parallel with Member Statesr existing country codes, as a mechanism by
which the creation of a European telephony numbering space may be achieved
and, should this case be established, subsequent investigation of the choice
of such a code, including the preparation of a co-ordinated proposal to
the ITU for the issuing of such a code;

- completing, not later than 1 October 1993, studies for the creation of the
European telephony numbering space and proposing, during 1994, any feasible
solutions arising from these studies;

- development of co-ordinated procedures for the management and allocation of
tetephony numbers from the European numbering space, in particular with
regard to the provision of the pan-European services listed in the Annex;

INVITES THE COMMISSION :

6) should investigations within the framework of European co-operation demonstrate
that the introduction of a European area code is feasible and iustified, to
facilitate, where necessary, its co-ordinated introduction in the Community;

7) subject to the outcome of these investigatlons, to facilitate the rapid
introduction of pan-European services numbered from the European telephony
numbering space.
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ANNEX

Pan-European servlces which may be introduced under
the final indent of Point 5

- Europe-wide subscriber telephony numbers

- Flexible routing service

. providing the ability flexibly to route calIs to different ansh,ering points
e.g. according to country of call origination, time of day, etc.

- Europe-wide green/freephone call service

. particularly making use of flexible routing

- Europe-wide kiosk bilting service

. including flexibility for private service operators to choose the charge for a

caII, up to a maximum set by the national regulatory authority

- Europe-wide shared cost caII service

- Europe-wide mobile services
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Terrestrial fIi8ht lelecommunications system (TFiIS) and Road lransport Telematic
Systems (R11)

The Council adopted the followlng Resolution on the application of the decisions
of the European Radiocommunications Committee (ERC) concerning the Terrestrial
Flight Telecommunications System (IFTS) and the Road Transport Telematic
Systems (RTT).

COUNCIL RESOLUTION

on the implementation of the Community
of the European Radiocommunications Committee Decisions

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNIIIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European Economic Community,

Uhereas Council Resolution of 28 June 1 gg} (3) calts for the strengthening of
European co-operation in the field of radio frequency co-ordination with the
objective of providing sufficient frequency spectrum for new services, according
to market demand and taking account of the requirements of existing services and
of different categories of users; whereas that Resolution saw the development of
the existing Conference of Postal and Teleconmunications Administrations (CEpT)
co-ordination mechanisms as a major pollcy goal, and noted with satisfaction in
that context the creation of the European Radiocommunications Office (ERO);

l{hereas the CEPT European Radiocommunications Committee (ERC) consists of
representatives of the radio regulatory authorities in aII CEPT Member countries,
responsible for the allocation and assignment of radio frequencies within their
respective countries;

thereas the ERC is developing working methods to allow wide consultation with
telecommunicatlon organizations and other service providers, industry and users,
and co-operatlon and lnteraction with the European lelecommunications Standards
Institute (EtsI) and the commission of the European communities;

Uhereas the Commission participates in the work of the ERC with the special status
of Counsellor;

Llhereas the ERC ls establishing the ERO as a centre for expertise to develop

(3) Council resolution of 28 June 1990 on
co-operatlon on radio frequencies, in
a pan-European dimension (OJ No C 166,

the strengthening of the European-wide
particular with regard to services with

7.? .1990, p. 4l .
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proposals especially for [ong-term plans for the use of the radio frequency
spectrum in EuroPe;

l{hereas the ERC has introduced a mechanism for the adoption of ERC Decisions on

significant harmonization measures in the field of radiocommunications;

IJhereas the Commission has submitted to the Council proposals for directives on

common frequency bands to be designated for the co-ordinated introduction of the

Terrestrial Flight Telecommunicatlons system (IFTS) and Road Transport Telematics
(RTT) systems, in the CommunitY;

Uhereas the ERC has adopted Decisions on the provision of suitable frequency bands

for the introduction in Europe of TFTS and RTT systems;

Ifhereas these systems are important trans-European telecommunications
developments;

ldhereas the commitment of all Member States to the implementation of
the ERC Decisions on TFTS and R!] systems will ensure the provision of the
necessary frequencies for these systems,

RESOLVES:

1) that in future, Member States should actively participate in the development of
ERC Decisions aimed at supporting the provision of significant Europe-wide
radio serviees, taking account of the obligations of Member States under
Community law, in particular the competition rules, and the general policy
goals defined in the council Resolution of 28 June 1990;

2) that Member States should commlt themselves to implementing the ERC Decisions
on frequency bands to be designated for the co-ordinated introduction of TFTS

and RlT systems, according to the procedure adopted by the ERC;

INVITES THE COMMISSION:

to give fuII consideration in future to the mechanism of ERC Decisions as the
primary method of ensuring the provision of the necessary frequencies for new

Europe-wide radio services.
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Intellectual property rights and European lelecommunications Standards Institute

The Council adopted the following conclusions regarding policy on intellectual
property and the European lelecommunications Standards Institute.

"The Council and the Commission consider that the European telecommunications
standards used in legally-blnding Community instruments must be accessible on an
equltable basls throughout the Community.

The Council therefore urges the Commission to continue to co-operate with the
European lelecommunications Standards Institute (ETSI) and without delay to
conclude with the Institute an agreement which meets this requirement on a
transitional basis and which is ln accordance wlth Community law.

the Council also requests the Commission, within the broader framework of the
Communityrs lnternational obligations, to find as quickly as possible a solution
to these questions which may serve as a model for the future agreements with
ETSI .II
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Copyright and related rights

The Council definitively adopted the Directive on rental right and lending right
and on certain rights related to copyright in the field of intetlectual
property. The Council had adopted its cormon position on the Directive on
18 June 1992 and the European Parliament had given its Opinion on second reading
on 28 october 1992.

the Directive provides for an exclusive right enabling authors, performing
artists, phonogram producers and fitm producers respectively to authorize or
prohibit rental and lending of their works, performances, phonograms and films;
Member States will be able to derogate from the exclusive lending right in
certain circumstances defined by the Directive.

The Directive also approximates Member Statesr laws on certain rights related to
copyright by providing for rights of fixation, reproduction, distribution,
broadcasting and communication to the public for groups of holders of related
rights already cited and for broadcasting organizations.
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Bruxe1les, Ie 18 novembre 1992.
NOIE BrO(921 286 Àrrx BrrREàrrx NÀTroNÀux
CC. : anDN membres du senice du porte-parole

Preparation du ConEeil Telecomunications du jeudi 19 novembre 1992
(V. d'Udekem d'Àcoz)

Le Conseil se réunira jeudi 19 novembre
Ia Présidence de I.t. Edward LEIGE,
Technologie. La Commission Eera
Président filtpln ltaria PÀI|DOLFI.

Y33

à Bruxelles à partir de 1O h eous
Sous-Secrétaire d'Etat pour la
représentée par Ie Vice-

- Point de substance
t I'introduction

à I'ordre du jour
de EerviceE de

de ce Conseil
té1éviEion

: Ie PIan d'Action
avancés en Eu

(P le2 ) 21) .

Sur ce point, Ie Vice-Président PANDOLFI sera reJoint par Ie Commiesaire
Jean DONDELINGER, responsable de la politique audioviEuelle.

Proposé par la CommisEion le 14 avril dernier en réponse aux eouhaits et
demandes exprimés tant par re Parrement européen que par le conseil, ce
Plan d'Action viEe à stimuler le lancement rapide d,un nombre
significatif de services de télévision avancée par eatellit,e et par cable
en Europe.

Pour at,teindre cet objectif, Ia CommisEion est,ime qu'à côté des efforts
qui Eeront fournis par IeE dlfférents acteurs du marché, et notamment
pour pallier aux surcoûtE occasionnés par Ie lancement de tels services,
un soutien financier communautaire d'un montant de 85O Mécus Eur cing
années, soit jusqu,au 31 décembre L996, est nécessalre.

Le Plan d'Action est un des troLs piliers de la st,ratégie suivie par la
Commission, et partagée à I'unanlmité par leE autres institutions, pour
agEurer le succèE de I'introduction dans la Communauté d'une TéIévision à
Haute Définition (TVHD) européenne.

Les deux autree piliers sont constitués, d'une part, par Ia directive sur
leE normeE de transmiEsion de téIévision par satellites qui a été adoptée
par Ie conEeir re 11 mai dernier, et d'autre part, par Ie Mémorandum of
Understanding (Mou) par lequel les opérateurs économiques intéressés
(radiodiffuseurs, opérateurs de cable et de satellLte et fabricants
d'équipements) ont pris, Ie 15 juin dernier, deE engagements pour
développer et promouvoir sur Ie marché dee services et équipements aux
nouvelles normeg.

Le 5 juin dernier, le ConEeil "TéIécommunication,' a procédé à une
première Iecture de Ia propostion de PIan d'Àction de la Commission. A
Ia demande de plusieurs délégations, Ia Commission a depuis Iors transmis
au Conseil un "BusinesE case" pour expliquer, en termes de marché, Ia
nécessité d'une action communautaire et Eon impact, aussi bien Eur les
ventes de récepteurs 16/9 que Bur leE induEtries de programmes.

Ce mercredi 18 novembre, le Parlement européen a adopté un avis sur Ia
proposition de la CommiEsion. Y apportant un large soutien, il insiste
plus particulièrement Eur aon intégration dans Ie cadre général de Ia
politique audiovieuelle et souligne notamrnent la priorité à accorder au
volet "programmes" ainsi que I'urgence à apporter à sa mise en oeuvre.

Peu de points de discussion subsistent sur le dispositif même du Plan
d'Àction. La question de son financement reste ouverte.
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- Deux points devraient être adoptés comme points A par Ie Conseil. I1
s'agit plus précisément de deux résolutions :

* l'une concernant ta promotion d'une coopération paneuropéenne en
matière de numérotation des services de télécommunicationEr ên vue
notamment d'introduire, en parallèIe avec les codes nationaux existants
pour }es Etats membres, un indicatif régional européen pour des services
téléphoniques EuBceptibles d'applications paneuropéennesi

* l'autre relative à la désignation de bandes de fréquences, communes
pour I'introduction coordonnée dans Ia Communauté , d'une part, d'un
service de téIéphone public dans les avions (TFTS) et, d'autre part, de
systèmes téIématiques destinés aux transports routiers (IP(92) 631). La
résolution invite les Etats membres à s'engager à introduire les
fréquences désignées récemment par Ie Comité Européen des
Radiocommunications de la CEPT (Conférence Européenne des Postes et des
Télécommunications) à cet égard.

En fonction des résultatE auxquels
d'aujourd'hui, iI est possible gue
des conclusions sur Ia politique
intellectuelle et 1'Institut
TéIécommunications (ETSI).

aboutira le COREPER lors de sa réunion
Ie Conseil adopte également en point A

en matière de droits de propriété
Européen de Normalisation en

- Les Douze auront un débat initial non conclusif sur le Livre Vert
relatif au développement du marché unique des eervices postaux (IP(92)
381) en vue notamment d'établir un calendrier des étapes à suivre.
Àdopté Ie L3 mai dernier par la Commission, ce Livre Vert a lancé une
vaste consultation sur I'avenir du secteur postal en Europe. La
consultation eEt actuellement en cours.

Le Vice-Président PANDOLFI présentera aux Douze la communication adoptée
1e15juiI1etdernierPar1aCommieEionetrelative,à1'@
européenne des équipements de télécommunicationE (IP(92) 585), et
informera le Conseil sur I'état dee travaux de la Commission en ce gui
concerne 1'établissement des réseaux transeuropéens dans le domaine des
téIécommunications.

Les Douze auront également pour 'Ia première fois, sur leur table Ia
proposition de directive du ConEeil relative à 1'@
téIéphonie vocale des principes de la fourniture d'un réseau ouvert
(oNP), adoptée elle auEEi Ie 15 Juitlet dernier par Ia Commission.
Soumise à Ia procédure de coopération, cette proposition, gui n'a pas
encore reçu d'avis en première lecture du Parlement européen, fera
I'objet d'un débat d'orientation entre les Douze (IP(92) 585).

Àu déjeuner, les Ministres devraient discuter du Rapport 1992 adopté par
Ia Commission Ie 21 octobre dernier (IP l92l 837) Bur Ia situation dans
Ie secteur des téIécommunications ainsi que de Ea communication sur Ies
tarifs des téIécommunications dans la Communauté ( IP (921 585 ) . La
discussion pourrait continuer en séance I'après-midi.

Amitiés,
In(I/,IX
c{ ,rstathoooulos-<
\
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@nsell Tél6cmualcatlons du 19 novembre 1992.
(V. d'Udekem d'Àcoz)

Les Douze ont conEacré la maJeure partie de la journée à I'examen de Ia
proposition de la CommisEion relative à un PIan d'Action Pour
f,introduction de Eervices de téIévieion avancée en Europe. La discussion
n'a toutefols pas débouché sur un accord.

comme I'a souligné Ie Vice-Président Filippo Maria PANDOLFI au cours de
la conférence de presse qui a suivi les débats, Ia séance a été
caractérlsée par des efforts continuE de médLatlon et de compromis. Lo
Commiseion regrette que les efforts déployés n'aient paE abouti à un
résultat malgré gu'une large majorlté de déIégations aient margué leur
accord Eur une version amendée du Plan d'Action.

Au cours de la discussion, dix Etats membres ont Pu marguer leur accord
aur un texte de déclaration du Conseil proposé Par Ia France, gui en
substance prenait acte d'un consensus sur le PIan d'Action tout en en

reportant la décision formelle après le Conseil européen d'Edinburgh
compte tenu de ses implicationE fLnancières.

Dans un esprit de compromis, Ia CommiEEion a aussi EoumLs un texte pour
tenter de rallier touteE tes déIégations. La CommisEion a ainsi suggéré
au ConEeil d'ajourner EeE travaux pour leE reprendre après le Conseil
européen d'Edinburgh et permettre une déciEion finale sur le dossier
avant Ia fin de cette année. Cette proposition a reccueilli le Eoutien
de onze déIégations (toutes Eauf le Royaume-Uni).

La présidence n'ayant pas été en mesure de donner une réponse immédiate à

la demande de ces onze Etats membres, la Commission, Ee baeant sur
l,article 1er du Règlement interne du Conseil, a formellement demandé Ia
convocation d'un ConEeil extraordinaire des TéIécommunications avant Ie
31 décembre 1992.

La PréEidence a pour Ba Part précisé que si Ia possibilité de Ia
convocation d'un tel ConEeiI n'étaLt pas exclue, il fallait toutefoiE
d,abord attendre les réEu1tats du Sommet d'Edinburgh, et plus
particulièrement les déciEions qui y seront prises sur les perspectives
financières de Ia Communauté (Paquet Delors fI).

Intervenant lorE de la conférence de presse, le représentant de Ia
déIégat,ion britannnique a fait part de Ees douteE sur Ie bien-fondé du

montant de 850 MécuE proposé dans Ie PIan, estimant gu'iI existait
d,autres moyens de mieux dépenser les deniers publics. Il a par ailleurs
souligné que, pour Ie Royaume-Uni, les questions relatives au dispositif
du plan et celles relatives à son financement sont indissociables.

Répondant à deE guestions, le Vlce-Président PANDOLFI a précisé que le
montant proposé pour Ie Plan d'Àction relevait de la partie du budget
communautaire consacré à Ia R&D, que ce montant ne serait donc en aucun
cas préIevé sur les montants affectés au Fonds de cohéEion.
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II a rappelé par ailleurs les dispositions de l'article 8 de Ia directive
sur les normeg de transmiEsion de téIévision Par Eatellite adoptée à

Ilunanirnlté par les Douze Ie 11 mai dernier (directLve 92/38, Jo L 137 du

2O-S-92, p17) et IeE concluslons du Consell ÎélécommunicatLon du 18-19
décembre 1991, où les Douze à 1'unanimlt6 également reconnaj-ssaient que
seule une approche globale prévoyant deE meEures d'accompagnement et deE

moyens fl-nanclers adéquats étatt à même de garanÈLr Ie succès de I'avenlr
de Ia téIévision avancée en EuroPe.

En ce gui concerne leE autreg points flgurant à l'ordre du jour:

- cômme prévu, la RéEolution relative à Ia promotion d'une coopération
paneuropéenne en matière de numérotatLon des serviceE de
téIécommunications, d'une part, êt, d'autre part, cette relative à Ia
désignation de bandes de féguences communes dans la Communauté pour
I,introduction du système terregtre de téIécommunications dans les
avionE (TFTS) et des systèmes téIématiques deEtinés aux transports
routiers (RTT), ont été adoptéeE en points A;

- une Résolution relative au Rapport L992 sur Ia situation dans le
secteur dee Tétécommunications a été adoptée par les Douze. Lors de

l,adoption de cette Résolution, Sir Leon Brittan, Commissaire
responsable de Ia Politique de la Concurrence, a souligné que Ia
Commission fera rapport Eur les résultats de Ia période de

consultation lancée suite à I'adoption de ce raPPort avant Ia
prochaine réunion du Conseil TéIécommunication. I1 a par ailleurs
précisé Çluêr en ce gui concerne leE meEures qui seraient à prendre
suite aux conclusions auxquelles mènera cette consultation, la
CommissLon coordonnera Eon actLon avec le Conseil dans Ia mesure où

cette action relève de Ia compétence du Conseil.

Ies Douze ont eu un Premier
téIéphonie vocalei Ie COREPER

sur ce texte;

- en ce gui concerne Ie Livre
commiEsion a été invitée Par Ie
période de consultation avant Ie

échange de vueE aur la directive oNP

a été appelé à poursulvre sea travaux

Vert sur les serviceE Postaux, la
Conseil à prêsenter un rapport sur la
prochain Conseil Télécommunications.

Amitiés, 
é'2)2 '/

Bruno DETHOMÀS


