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The Governments of the Member States and the Commission of the European

Communities were represented as follows:

Be lgium:

Mr André BOURGEOIS

Denmark:

Minister for Agriculture

Mr Laurits TOERNAES

Mr Nils BERNSTEIN

Germany:

Mr lgnaz KIECHLE

Mr Ualter KIÎTEL

Greece:

Mr Sotirios HATZIGAKIS

Spain:

Mr Pedro SOLBES MIRA

France:

Minister for Agriculture

State Secretary for Agriculture

Federal Minister for Food, Agriculture
and Forestry

State Secretary, Federal Ministry of
Food, Agriculture and ForestrY

Minister for Agriculture

Minister for Agriculture

Mr Louis MERMAZ Minister for Agriculture

Ireland:

Mr Joe UALSH Minister for Agriculture
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I taly:

Mr Giovanni GORIA

Luxembourg:

Mr René STEICHEN

Netherlands:

MT Piet BUKMAN

Portugal:

Mr Arlindo CUNHA

Mr Alvaro AMARO

United Kingdom:

Mr John GUMMER

Mr David CURRY

Commission:

Mr Ray MAC SHARRY

Minister for Agriculture

Minister for Agriculture and
Viticulture

Minister for Agriculture,
Nature Conservation and
Fisheries

Minj.ster for Agriculture

State Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture

Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food

Parliamentary Secretary, Agriculture

o

oo

Member
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DEVELOPMENTS IN AND FUÎUBE OF lHE COMMON AGRICULTURAL POLICY

In the context of the Council's dlscussions on the reform of the CAp the
Presidency and the Commission held a series of bilateral talks with Member

statesr delegations in order to help flnd an overall solution.

After these talks, which were very positive and productive, the Council noted
that there was a general desire to continue the discussions on reform and agreed
to resume its dellberations on the subject at its next meeting.

MILK SECTOR . EXTENSION OF lHE QUOTA SYSTEM

Pending definitive conclusions for the milk sector under the reform of the CAP,

and given that the current milk quota system ended on 3l March 1992, the Council
adopted by qualified majority, and without pre.yudice to any future measures that
mlght be taken regarding the milk sector under the reform of the CAP, three
Regulations extending the current quota system for a further year.
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TOBACCO

As the discussions on the revisj.on of the common organization of the tobacco

market in connectlon with the reform of the CAP are still going on, it will not
be possible for a decision on such revision to be taken in time for it to be

applied as from the beginning of 199211993. The Council therefore adopted a

number of, measures essential for the coming marketlng year.

this involved maintaining the maximum guaranteed quantities for each variety and

Sroup of varieties at the level of the quantities set for the previous harvest
and setting the cut-off (the limit on price and premium reductions where the
maximum guaranteed quantity is exceeded), which was raised to 23%.
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GATT

1. The Council noted the Commisslonrs assessment of the latest conclusions of the

GATT Soya Panel.

After its discussion the Counoil established the following guidelines;

(a) the GATT Panelrs latest conclusions could not be accepted;

(b) the Community support system adopted unanimously by the Council in
December 1991 could not be altered and would therefore apply during the

19921 1993 marketlng year;

(c) solutions to the problems at issue could be sought with the trade partners

during the Uruguay Round negotlations.

2. The Council was briefed by Mr Mac Sharry on the progress of the Uruguay Round

negotiations. trlhile confirming lts reservations on the agricultrlral aspects

of the draft conclusions put forward by the GATI Director-General, l'{r Dunkel,

the Council also confirmed the Communityrs willlngness to play a constructive
papt in further n€totiations and to help find an overall solution eovening all
sectors rrhich were the subject of negotiations.

5466192 (Presse 44 - Gl EN



-7-

30131.trt.92
atdl At4l ac

FIXING OF PRICES FOR AGRICULÎUML PRODUCÎS AND RELAÎED MEASURES (199211993)

the Council heard an introductory statement by the Commission setting out the
broad lines of its price proposals for 19921 1993, which essentlally involved
renewlng the current prices pendlng a declslon on the reform of the CAp.

After an initial exchange of vieus durlng which the delegations gave their
reactions, the Council lnstructed the Special Committee on Agrlculture to
start examlning the proposals so that lt could contlnue lts dlscussion at its
next meetlng.

the councll extended the 19911 1992 marketing year in the mitk and

beef-and-veal sectors by two months, until 3l May 1992.

5466192 (Presse 44 - cl EN
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DROUGHT

The Council established a favourable position on the proposal for a Regulatioû
on the tran8fer to Portugal of 382 000 tonnes of cereals held by Intervention
agencies in eertaln Member States.

the transf,er was needed to meet the shortage of feed-grain and common and

durun wheat due to the drought in Fortugal whieh had lasted since autumn 1991 
"
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OÎHER DECISIONS CONCERNING AGRICULÎURE

The Council adopted:

a Regulation amending Regulation (EEC) No 3659190 on products subiect to the

supplementary trade mechanism durlng the second stage of Portuguese accession.

the amendment deleted milk and cream in small packings from the list of

products subiect to the supplementary trade mechanism in Portugal, thus

facilitating the integration of the Portuguese market tnto the Community

market;

a Regulation amending Regutation (EEC) No 790189 fixing the level of additional

flat-rate aid for the formation of producersr organizations and the maximum

amount applied to aid for quality and marketing improvement in the nut- and

locust bean-growing sector. The aim of this Regulation is to enable the basis

for calculating such aid to be altered in the event of unfavourable weather

conditons;

a Regulation amending Regulation (EEC) No 1442188 on the Sranting for the

198811989 to 199511996 wine years of permanent abandonment premiums in respect

of wine-growing areas and repealing Regulation (EEC) No 2239186 on a specific
common measure to improve wine-growing structures in Portugal. Under this
amendment the Community system for the permanent abandonment of wine-growing

areas is extended to Portugal as from the 1991 I 1992 wine year, although the

country will retain the abandonment premiums currently applicable to the

undertakings it has already entered into;
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a Decision amending Seventh Decision 85/355/EEC on the equivalenee of field
inspections carried out in third countries on seed-producing crops and Seventh
Decrsion 85/356/EEC on the equivalence of seed produced in third countries.
the amendment continues untit 30 June 1995 the equlvalence measures applicable
to Austria as regards maize and to Australia as regards lucerne and sunflower
seed and extends equlvalence to Morocco.

OÎHER MISCELLANEOUS DECISIONS

Relations with Morocco

the Council:

adopted a Decision on the conclusion of the Agreement tn the form of an

exchange of letters concerning the temporary extenslon from I March 1992 to
30 Aprit 1992 of the Agreement between the European Econommlc Community and the
Kingdom of Morocco on relations in the sea fisheries sector and the protocol
annexed thereto;

at the same time adopted a Regulation opening,

administration of a Community tariff guota for
originating in Morocco for the period I March

the quota amounts to 3 500 tonnes, of which 20%

States and 80eo forms the Community reserve.

allocating and providing for the
prepared or preserved sardines

1992 ro 30 April 1992.

is divided between certain Member
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Fisheries policy

The Council adopted:

a Decision on the conclusion of an Agreement in the form of an Exchange of

Letters concerning the provisional application of the Protocol establishing,

for the period 1 January 1992 to 30 September 1993, the fishing opportunities

and the financial compensation provided for in the Agreement between the

European Economic Community and the Government of the Peoplers Republic of

Mozambique on fisheries relations;

a Decision on the conclusion of an Agreement in the form of an Exchange of

Letters concerning the provisional applieation of the Protocol establishing,

for the period from 1 January 1992 to 31 December 1993, the fishing rights and

the financial compensation provlded for in the Agreement between the European

Economic Community and the Government of the Republic of Guinea on fishing off
the Guinean coast.

Ant i -dumping

The Council adopted:

a Regulation imposing a definitive anti-dumping duty on imports of certain

polyester yarns (man-made staple fibres) originating in laiwan, Indonesia,

the People's Republic of China and lurkey and collecting definitively the

provisional duty;

a Regulation amending Regutation (EEC) No 112190 imposing a defintive

anti-dumping duty on imports of certain compact disc players originatin8 in

Japan and the Republic of Korea.
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Appointments

The Council replaced:

'a member and two alternate members of the Advisory Committee on Educatlon
end lraining ln the field of Archttecture;

- I menber of the Advisory Comrittee on Veterinary Trainlng.
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BRUSSELS' 27 I'IARS 1992

NOTE BIO(92) 76 AUX BUREAUX NATIONAIIX
CC. r AUX DIEÙIBRES DU SERVICE DU PORÎE PAROLE

CON§EIL AGRICULTT'BE (BR['ELLES' LES 30 ET 3I MARS L992>
(G. KIELY)

tE CONSEIL DES COMMT'NAUIES ETIROPEEMSES TIENDRÂ SA 1563E SESSION -
AGRICT'LTTIRE . LE LT'NDI 30 IIIARS A PARTIR DE lIE ET LE MARDI 3I
TitARS 1992 AU EATI}TENT CEARLEMAGITE A BRIIXELLES, SOUS I.A PRESIDENCE
DE M. ARLIITDO CUNHA, MINISTRE DE L'AGRICTILTTIRE DU PORTUGAL.

L'O8DRE DU JOTIR 
" "OO"IL 

COIûPOBTEB.A LES POINTS SUIVANTST

EVOLUTTON ET AVENTR DE Ltt POLTTTQITE AGRICOLE COIIM[ IIE (DOC.
colt(9r ) 258)

AVAI{T L'OUVERTTIRE EORMELLE DU CONSEIL LE LT'NDI 30 }IARS 1992 A I9E
I.A PRESIDENCE ORGAT{ISERA DAITS LII JOURNEE I'NE SERIE DE RSNCONTRES
BILATEBALES ATIN D'ETABLIR I.A LISTE DES POINTS QUI RESTE LES PLUS
DIEEICILES. A PARTIR DE 198 ST'R IÂ BASE DES ENTRETIENS' DES
TRAVAIIX }îEIIES CEg DERNIERES SEMAME§ PAR LE GROUPE A EAUT NMJàU
ET DES RESI'LT.AS DEIS DERNIERS CONSEIL, LES }'INISTRES SE RET'NIRONT
DAITS L'IDEE NON PAS DE CONGLT'BE CETTE FOIS.CI' MAIS DE EAIBE
ENCORE PROGRESSER LE DEBAT.

SECTEIIR DES PRODUITS LAITIERSt
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- pRoRocATION DU REGTME DES QUOTAS. CE REGIIIE VIENT A ECEEAT{CE

AU lER AVRIL PROCHAIN. DA![S SON PROJET DE REEOR}IE DE I.A PAC' I,A
CO}IMISSION PROPOSE DE LE PROLONGER POUR TINE NOUVELLE PERIODE DE

HUIT AI{S.

DAI{S cE CADRE, ELLE PRoPoSE AUSSI TINE EXDUCTION OA ZOIO NETS DES
quorAs EN T*ors IRÂNcHES EGALES DE ro/o rouR cILqcIrNE DES C-aIIPAGNE

LgszlgS A tgg+lCS AINSI QUE lA CONSOLIDATTON EN REDUCTIoN
DEFTNTTTvE DE i.A suspENsrox DE 4r5olo DES quoTAS PREvUE EN L997.
EN ATTENDA}iIT T'NE DECISIOII DU CONSEIL SUR LA REFORME DE I,A PAC T.'\

PRoRoGATION POUR I,NE CAIIPAGNE DU REGII{E DES QUOTAS LAITIER
DEVRAIT ETRE ETUDIEE.

PROPOSITIONS DAI{S LE SECTEUR DU TABAC POUR I.A RECOLTE 199?.
(DOC. COM(92)54)

EN ATTENDAIIT QUE LE CON§EIL SE PRONONCE SUR LA REFORME DE

L'ORGAI{ISATION CO}IIITINE DU MARCEE DU TAAAC PROPOSEE PAR LA
CO}TMISSION (DOC. COI{(9I)339) CELLE CI A PROPOSE DE MAINTTNIR I.A

QUAI{TITE tlr4[KI]tALE GABAI{TIE, POirR I*A RECOLTE 1992 A LEIJR NTVE.AU DE

t991. ELLE PROPOSE AUSSI DE PORTER DE I5O/O A 3OO/O LE BUTOIR
(REDUCTION I1I4üKIMALE DU PRIX ET DE LA FRIME QUE PERMET LE
MECAI{ISME DE STABILISATION gN GAS DE DEPASSEMENT DE LA QtlG).

T'RUGUAT ROI.IND - VOLET AGRICOLE

LE CONSEIL PROCEDERA A SON TOT'R DE TABLE EABITUEL SUR LES
NEGOC]ATIONS DU GATT. }IR }IAG SIIARRY FEBA ETAT DES CONTACTS QU'IL

A EUS A PARIS LES 26 ET 27 I'IARS 1992 A L,OCCASION DE LA RET,NION
MINISTERIELLE DE L'OCDE.

pROrOSITTON DE PRIX AGRICOLES L9921L993 (DOC. Colt(gz)94)

I.A CO}IMISSION PAE§ENTEBA LES PROPOSITIONS DE PRIX ET MESURES
coNItExES poux LA cAIIPAGNE tsczlg3 Qu'ELLE A AnRETEES REcEMMENT.

APpRoBATION DE LA LISrE DES POINTS 'A' QUI SONT LES 4 POINTS
SUIVANTS

ADOPTION DU REGLEMTNT DU CONSEIL MODIFIA}IT LE REGLEMENT (CEE) NO

3659/90 REI,ATIE ATIX PRODUITS SOT'UIS AU MECAI{ISME COMPLEMENTAIRE
AUX ECHANGES PET{DAÎ{T I,A DETIX]EME ETAPE DE L'ADEESION DU PORTUGAL.
(DOC. COU(92)48)

LA PRESEICTE PROPOSITION DE REGLEMENT A POUR OBJET I.A SUPPRESSION
DE I,A LISTE DES PRODUITS SOUUIS AU MECAI{ISME CO}IPLEMENTAIRE ATIX
ECIIANGES (ltlCE) AU PORTUGAL DU LAIT ET DE LA CREIfi DE LAIT EN
PETITS EMBALI.AGES. CETTE SUPPRESSION DEVRAIT PERMETTRE TINE

I{EILLEIIRE TNTEGRATTON AU MARCHE COUMUNAUTAIRE EN CE qUI CONCERNE
LES ECBAITGES AVEC LE POR:rUGAL DES PRODUITS EN CAUSE.

ADOPTION DU REGLEMENT DU CONSEIL I'IODIFIA}IT LE REGL. (GEE) NO

790189 FIXANT LE MoNTAIiTT DE L,AIDE SUPPLEMENTAIBE FORFAITAIRE A
r,A coNsTrTuTroN D'oRGAI{TSATIONS DE PRODUCTEURS ArNSr QIIE LE
MONTANT IIAXIMAL DE L'AIDE A L'AITELIOSATION DE LA QUALITE ET DE LA
CO},MERCIALISATION DAI'IS LE SECTEUR DES ERUITS A COQUE ET DES
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,,/ ct*oulzs. (Doc. colt(g2)2)

CE REGLEMENT VISE A }IODIFIER T.A BASE DE CALCUL DE L'AIDE AU

DEMARRÂGE DES ORGAI{ISATIONS DE PRODUCTEURS CONSTITUEES EN 199I..
EN EEEET, SUR LA BASE DE I,A REGLEMENTAT]ON ACTTIELLE, CES

ORGAI{ISATIONS AURAIENT RECU T'NE AIDE PARTICULIERET'IENT BASSE ETAI{T
DONNE QUE LA QUANTITIE COMMERCIALISEE EN I99I - PREIV1IERE ANNEE

DEPUIS r.A CONSTITUTTON ET EN CONSEQUENCE BASE DE CALCUL DE L'ArDE
- A ETE TRES FAIBLE EN RAISON D'I'NE ÙIAUVAISE RECOLTE. POUR CETTE
RAISON, I-A COMMISSION PROPOSE DE PREVOIR' AU CHOIX DES

oRGAI{ISATIONSr LA PREMIERE OU LA SECONDE CA}IPAGNE DE

COIA'ERCIALISATION SUIVAI{T LA DATE DE I,A. RECONNAISSAIiICE.

ADOPTIOII DU REGLEMENT DU GONSEIL MOD]EIAIIT LE REGLEMENT (CEE) NO

L44zlgg RET,ATIF A L'ocrRor, pouR LEs cA[rPAeNEs vrrrcol-ES 1988/89
A Lggsl96t DE PRIMES D'ABANDON DEEINITIF DE SUPEREICIES
vrlrcoLEs (Doc. coM(92)49)

LE PRESENT REGLEMENT A POUR BUT DE CO}TPTABILISER AU FEOGA-
CARA}ITIE TOUS LES RELIqUATS DES A}ICIENNES CAMPAGNES.

ADOPTION DE I.A DECISION DU CONSEIL MODIFT,ANT LA DECI,SION
8.51355/CrU CONCERNAÀIT L'EQU]VALENCE DES INSPECTIONS SUR PIED DES

CULTIIRES PRODUCTRICES DE SEMENCES EEFECTUEES DAI{S DES PAYS TIERS'
AINSI qUE I,A DECISION 8-5 ISSEICSS CONCERNAJ{T L'EqUIVÂLENCE DES

SEMENCES PRODUITS DAITS DES PATS TIERS. (DOC. COM(92)74'

LÂ PRXSENTE PROPOSITION PREVOIT T'NE PROROGATION DE LA PERIODE
D'EQUIVALENCE APPLICABTE A L'AUTRICHE POUR LE IIIAIS ET A
L'AUSTRALIE POUR I.A LUZERNE ET LE TOURNESOL JUSQ'AU 30 JUIN 1995.
POIR LE IIIAROC ELLE DONNE L'EQUMLENCE EN CE qUI CONCERNE DES

ESPECES VARIEES.

A}IITIES,

B. DETBO}IAS

SEIIT BY SPP AT t FRI llAR 27 L2"47 334 MET 1992

+++ END OE TEXT +++
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Prior to the CouncLl meeting the PresLdency and the ConunlssLon net wlth
each MLnLst,er individually prlncipally on CAP reform to establLsh
MLnLsters' wllll-ngness to reach conclusLons in the near future and to
determine the maLn demands of MLnl-sters. The general reactLons to these
bilaterals is that, progress was made and Mlnisters are prepared to make a
serLous effort to conclude the dLscussions. It is not yet clear whether
the Presidency intends to push for an agreement at the next CouncLl.
There wl-II be a short CAP Reform discussion Tuesday.
Milk:
As the milk quota regime is due to explre at the end of March the
Conunission asked the Council to take a decision to extend the present
arrangements for 1 year. thls extensLon however, would be wLthout
prejudlce to any decislon on the quota that may be taken in the context
of CAP reform, including the Lt global reduction La L992, the questl-on of
compensatLon for the 4.5t guota suspensJ-on, as well as the demand of some
countries for adaptations to the quota.
In introducing the proposal Mr Mac Sharry was emphatic on the above and
urged the Council to take action to avoid complications at a later date.
The guota regime he said wl-th its complexities Ls a "gold mlne, for
lawyers and the Council should avoid opening up net problems by
introducing further lega1 uncertainties and complexJ-ties.
The Ministers adopted the proposals i.e. extensl-on of the existing quota
situation until 31.3.1993, on the basLs that it does not preJudJ.ce future
declsion on the guota.
Tobacco:
In vLew of the fact that the Council has not taken a declslon on CÀP
reform t,he Conunission bel-ieved it necessary for legal reasons to make
interim proposals i.e. maintain existing !!GQs and increase the penalty
limit for exceeding the MGQ from 158 Èo 30t.
In urging the Council to accept the proposal !'1r Mac Sharry polnted out
that
- the tobacco regime costs 400 ECU/ha and globally has doubled in cost

in a few years.
- in some cases the MGQ has been exceeded by

inadequate level of the penalty.
1000E, due to the

- the proposal was in the interest of the genuine producer and would hLt
those producing for speculatl-ve reasons.

- recogmises that Ministers from producJ.ng countries have some technlcal
questions they wish to have addressed but believes that these are
guestions for the CAP reform discussion.

- pointed out to Ministers from the main producing countries that the
principle of support for the tobacco regime was coming under serl-ous
pressure and it was in their producers lnterests' that order be put
into the regime.

Council agreed to extend the maximum guaranteed quantities unchanged and





to increase the penalty for exceeding the MGQ to 232 (from 15t at
present,) .

Marketlng year:
On a proposal- from the Cormission the Counci] decided to prolong the
marketlng years for milk and beef until the end of May (would normally
expire on April lst and 6th respectively). It should be noted that the
Parliament wiII not give its oplnion on the price package untll its May
sesslon therefore it is not posslble for Council to take a final
positlon on prices before May.
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CAP Reform:
The Council resumed this morning with a brief discussLon on CAP reform.
Conrrrenting on Monday's bilateral meetLngs on reform, Mr Mac Sharry saLd
that he was very pleased with the dl-scussions and that the reform process
has taken a substantial step forward. This v:Lew was shared by the
PresJ-dency who indl-cated that a document tnay be presented at the next
Council which would reflect the views e:<pressed ln the bLlaterls. He
felt that the next step in the negotiatl-ons would be a major one.
DurJ.ng the bLlaterals, nine MinLsters showed a clear willingness t,o reach
conclusions soon a number l-ndLcated that June 1st Ls the latest
deadline.
Onty one Minister raised the questLon of prJ-nclples again. Durl-ng the
brief discussion in Council on Tuesday t,hose Ministers who spoke endorsed
the above position pointing out that enough discussion has now taken
place on reform and t,hat it is time to take decisions.
It is clear from today's discussion that the negotiations have now
entered the final phase - conclusions could be reached at the next
Council or the following one.
Portuguese Drought:
ConunLssioner Mac Sharry presented a proposal to make 3821 000 tonnes of
interventlon cereals available for sale on Ehe Port,uguese market to help
ameliorate the serious situation caused by the drought there. This wLll
be available to the Portuguese interventJ-on agency by May lst. The
resale price on the Portuguese market will be decided by the Management
Corrmittee.

;*r* 
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Bruxellos, 1 avrll 1992

].loTE Blo (e2) 76 ($rlt" 1l
ë'-lüi-uàonss Du sERvlcE

Councl I of Agr lcultural lllnls-tero'
;;;;ài"' 3l-rarch 1s2 (G' KlolY)

GATT/Soÿa Panel

Mlnlsters dlscussed thoso polnts ovor lunch' For the record Mlnlsters

had a furthe. iË*""1àn o.u1,iî îË tàrt.t sÀston' summar Islns the

iîI.u-t.ion tne presldencv sald that:

the soya panel ls a Polltlcal lssus and should de dealt wlth in a

Pol I t lcal manner I

thattheCounclllsunanlmouslndescrlblngthepane|,sconcluslonsas
unacceptab I 9;

that the concluslons are based on prlnc'lples ln the Dunkel document

of Decemb"' ;î;"îî"'" not oi-"ïtit"it"o bv the communltÿ;

that there ls no quostlon of the present' reglme belng 
'changed 

thls

yeaf t.e. proeent ".r.nn""Iitr"rrîi 
apply, ii'- tàast- tor the next

-narvest

0ntheUruguayRoundMrM?:sharrylnformedtheMlnlsters.ofthehigh
tevet bt taterals between tn"''iî'intl the us 

'aia- nis meet lng with us

secretarv Madlgan'qolntpe-.-1ui that somo p'ogi;-"t *àt belng made' but

that no maJor iitârintough was ln slght'

TheCouncll,accordlngto-thePresIdgncy,ssummary,'"]teratedits
unanlmousoppos-tïtontotneoüiiei'Jiopo"r'ino-üig"Jtn"commlssionto
contlnue to ;;;;;" to advance ths dlscusslons'

Prlcc Packagc:

Mr Mac Sharry presented-th9. prlco pro'posals^for 1992/93 to the Councl l '

emphastetng tnlt- the Comrnf Jsf oi iaO- chosen a rol l'o-ver of er ist ing

mechantsms meiety to avord ü-t"îi"ii"e rttn ine clp reform. dlscussions'

ln the absence of reform tiJ gl'"n the tiiîtüitr lmbalancs on tho

markots,thesttuatton*ouli'-dfiandttuti''iàt"penal'prlcepackago
than proposeo ùut he betteveJtiJ'î'tonclusiàn"'io-t"îot' 

ls in slsht and

in...iott has proposed a roll-over'

ln thelr lnltlal react!?n§' all' -lllnltÏ:" 
welcomed the Commisslon

approach"no.àài].rtiàstneiwtsestoandmostapproprlateone.

Atthlsstagetherewould.ollYsegmto.b"'::oproblomswlththepackage,
common to. n*per of u,n,rià'.r-r:;. the,roà.['àn'.rr"rr !rtces and the

f act that tne tempo rarl - tn"il"l"'ii'tiâ tu"tiii iô'-pt"tlum sranted last

vear (once-oiri-T5-nJt to be contlnued'

AUX BUREAUX llÀT lot{Aux

DU PORTE PAROLE
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rogard to ceroals there woro a numbsr of dlfferent suggestions such

reduce the baslc co-responslbl I lty levy from 5X to 3f

refund the 5X and 3N co-responslbl I lty levles to those temporari ly
settlng aslde 15X of thelr arable land

leave the natter aslde, lndeed leave the whole prlce package aside
untl I reform ls declded and then eramlne the dossler.

Responctlng Mr Mac Sharry polnted out that the lmpact on cereals arlses
from dsclslons already takon l.o. Heade of State declslon on stablllsers
ln 1988, and that wlthout reform coreal producers would probably lace a
penalty ot thls level sach year ln future. (Some Mlnlsters polnted out
that rsform was much more attractlve than the prlce package.)

0n malntalnlng the suckler cow premlun at lts present level he recalled
how some detegatlons were opposed to thls onco off lncrease last ysar
and are now asklng that lt bo made permanent. He also dlsmlssed the
polnt made that glven that a margln of ECU 2 bl I I lon between the
gulclellne and erpendlture may arlse thls year there ls no case for prlce
cuts. The guldetlne ls a celllng he sald, not a target for erpendlture.
Ho also polnted out that last year wo needed ECU 2 bllllon more than
foreseen for one ssctor (beef). Glven the nature of the proposals he
felt concluslons could be reached rlthout too much dlff lculty.

A.O.B:-

Drought:- (Sp, Port, Greece)

Portugal, Spaln and Greece lnformed tho Counclt of the serlous problems
confront lng them due to drought and lndlcatecl that they êxpectêd
Communlty so! ldarlty as far as asslstance ls concerned.

Mr Mac Sharry sald that the Comnlsslon had alroady taken actlon for
Portugat l.e. graln from Interventlon and would send some srpêrts there
to eva I uate the s I tuat lon.

tho cass of Spaln and Greece ho sald that more lnformatlon would havê
be provlded before the Comnlsslon could assess the sltuat lon.

Soft Frult: (U.K)

ln responso to the UK, Mr Mac Sharry lnformed the Councll that the
Comnlsslon ls brlnglng forrard a proposal for a Councll declslon aimed at
helplng the Communlty's soft frult sector amountlng to ECU 8 m and almed
at lmprovlng Conmunlty var let les and yleld and lmproylng mechanlsat lon.
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Bananas: (France)

A number of Mlnlsters lntorvened on thlr polnt emphaslslng the pol it ical
and economlc lmportanco of bananas ln countrles and reglons whlch have
been tradltlonaI Conununlty suppIlers and that their lnterest must be
protectecl. Othsrs also ralsed the lnterest of Community consumers and
the need for freer trade. ln responso Mr Mac Sharry sald that the
Commlsslon was fully aware of the lmpllcat lons for all concerned and that
a nunber of dlfferent obJectlves had to be taken account of i.e. internal
market, tho lnterests of Communlty producers and ACP erporters and
compatlbl I lty wlth our lnternatlonal obl lgatlons.

Ol lvc Ol!:- (Greece)

Mr Mac Sharry was unable to accept a rsquest from Greece to open
lnterventlon for ollve oll. Ho recalled to Councll that when the
problsms ln the sector were brought to hls attentlon ln December ho
lntroduced an Alds to Prlvate Storagê Scheme whlch has beon effectlve in
stablllslng the market. Unfortunately there was not a great use of APS
I n Greece, but neverthe less to br lng forwarcl the date for open i ng
lnterventlon would run counter to the oblectlves of the reformed regime.

Tlne:- ( lta ly)

Mr Mac Sharry salcl that hs could not accept an !tallan request to grant
nat lonal ald to brldgo tho prlce gap between that pald for compulsory and
prevontatlve cllstlllatlon but of course the Councll could decide
unanlmously to do so.

ln tho event the Councll accepted the request wlth Spaln and the UK

abstalnlng, whlle Denmark need Parllamentary approval.

Nert Councll: Aprl! 28l29th (at least) Lur.

Amltlés,

B. DETHOMAS
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