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SECT'RITY OF INFORUATION SYSTEUS

Pending receipt of the European Parlianentrs Opinion, the Council
gave its unanl.nous agreement to the Eubstance of the DecLeLon
concerning ttre development of a Conuunlty action to develop
strategieE to ensure sectrrity in the uEe of infomatlon systeue
throughout ttre Conmunity, whlle enabll.ng LnformatLon to eirculate
freely within the single market. Ttre Comunity action conprises:

- the development of overall strategleE for the securlty of
informatlon systems for an initlal perlod of, 24 months, and

- the setting-up of a SenLor Offlclals Group wlth a long-teru remit
to advlse the ConniEsLon on actione ln the field.

The actlon plan includee preparatory work under the follouLng
themes:

(1) developnent of a strategLc frarnework for the securJ.ty of
infomation systems;

(21 identification of user requlrenentE for the security of
infotmation systensi

(3) EolutLons for certain imediate and lnterln needs of users,
suppliers and Eervice providers;

25.;II.L992
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(4) developuent of speclficatl.ons, etandardizatLon, evaluation and
certlfication Ln respect of the eecurlty of infornation systensi

(5) technologl.cal operatLonal developnente;

(6) provLsJ.on of securlty of lnfomation systeus.

The budget provJ.ded for ttre lnltlal 24-nonth period ls
ECU 12 uLlllon, Lncludlng BCL 2 nllIlon for L992.

TIIIRD DIRECTTVE ON DIRECT NON-IJIFE INST'RAI{CE

FollovJ.ng the Oplnlon dellvered by the European parliament on
12 Februarlt 1992 at lte flrst readLng, üre Council formally adopted
the connon posltion on the thlrd Dlrectlve on direct Lnsurance other
than life asBurance.

,

The purpoEe of the thlrd Directlve ls to conplete the process of
liberallzatLon of the lnsurance narket as part of the creatlon of
the single narket ln fLnanclal eervices. It speclfically ains to
set up a syeten of a single autlrorizatLon enabllng an undertaktng
sith lts head office Ln a üenber State of the ConnunLty to open
branchee or supply services in all the t{enber States wLthout havlng
to undergo authorLzatLon procedures Ln those countries.

thls inEtnrnent ls Lntended to permit ttre free novement of Lnsurance
products rithin ttre connunity and to enable any poricy-holder to
approach any Connunlty ineurer In eearch of the covêr best Eulted to
his needs, rhile affordl.ng hln adequate protection.
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FREE UO\TEMEITT OF CI'IJTUNÀIJ O&TESTS

lfhe Council llstened to a preeentation by the Comiselon of the two
proposals on ttre free uovenent of cultural obJects, one, Ln the foru
of a Regulatl.on, eEtabllshing arrangêBents for oqlort ll.cences and
another, ln the for:u of a Dl.reetive Lntroducing a systen for tàe
return from one ![ember State to another of national treasures
urlawfully renoved frou the terrltory of the Menber State of origin.

The ConmlseiontE statenent and the delegatlonst contrj.butLons
confLrmed ttre great LntereEt among the üember States ln eetabllshlng
appropriate Conrnunity neasures to safegruarô national treasure§.

The Council noted that exaninatlon of tlrle proposal yould be
undertaken slttr all due speed ln the ad hoc Worklng Party urder ttre
aegis of the Pernanent Representatlves Conrnittee.

ÀBOI.,ITION OP FROIItrIER COIITROIJ§ Àl{D C§I{PLEIION OF IHE I!ÿTER§AIJ !{âRKEB

The Comission addreEsed the Council on üre subJect of tÀe abolltion
of frontier controle and progress Ln transposlng Lnternal market
directiveE. In that connection, the Conrmlssion also raiseô the
specific problems facing customs agents folloul.ng conpletlon of the
Lnternal narket.

llhe Council then held a general exchange of vLews indlcatln{, the
fields ln whlch a speciat effort etlll had to be nads to ensure the
internal narket carne into operatlon on 1 üanuarlz 1993 In the desLred
condltlonE.



-7 -
25.II.L992

fel/Pr/et

TRÀ}IS-ET'ROPEÀ}I NTilVORKS

The Council took note of a CounieEion comuunication conceraing
trans-European netrorks, welconlng the ney proapects In thls field
which had been opened up by the slgning of the Treaty on European
Union, and EtressLng the vital inportance of such networkE ln the
internal rnarket, context.

EXPORT CONTROI.S ON DUÀI,-USE GOODS À}ID TECTNOIOGIES

fnfotmally, over lunch, the Ministers discussed questions relating
to export controls on dual-use goods and technologies. The
Presidency noted that wort< on thlE subJect would continue on the
basis of the connisslon connunication, that a high rever ad hoc
working party would be responsible for further actlon and that the
rnternal ltarket council wourd discuss the natter again at a
forthcoming meetLng, it belng agreed that the General ÀffairE
Council would deal with tlre crucJ.al aspects of the subJect whlch
night have rarnifLcations for the external relationE of the Connunity
and its üenber §tateE.

STÀNDARDTZÀTTON

rnformarly, oyer lunch, the subJect of standardlzation in the
European econony was also dlscusEed on the basls of a Conmission
conmunicatlon. The PresLdency felt lt appropriate to stress the
importance at the nnew approachr to standardization Ln the context
of the conpletion of the lnternal narket.

COUUT'NITY PÀTEIITS

Infotmally, over lunch, the Presidency announced its lntention of
convening an Lntergovernnental conference of the Menber States at
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the beglruring of üay, Ln Llsbon, to negotLate the enacttng teros of
a protocoL anendlng the condl.tlons for ttre entry lnto force of tJre

Àgfreenent relating to Corrnunlty PatentE. fhe purpoEe of the
conference rould bo to eeek unaninous agrreement on the vay ln ubich
the Conrnunlty patent eystem could be lnpLenented at tbe tlne of
completlon of ttre Lnternal narket.

45OGl92 (Preese 23 - G) EN
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OTIIER INTERNAIJ I,TâRKEII DECI§TONS

Medlclnal products

The Councll adopted:

- the conmon position on the Directive widening the scope of
Directives 65/55 IEEC and 75I319/EEC on the approximation of
provLsions laid down by law, regulation or adnlnlstrative action
relating to proprietary rnedicLnal products and laying down
additl,onal provisions on homeopathic nedicinal products for human

usei

- the comnon position on the Directive widening the scope of
DlrectLve SL|SSL|EEC on the approximation of the laws of the
Menber StateE relating to veterinary nedicinal products and laying
down additional proviEions on homeopathlc veterLnary nedicinal
products.

These two propoEals are Lntended to extend Comunity pharmaceutical
leglslation to honeopathlc nedicLnal products for human and
veterLnar1 use.

Intellectua1 propertv

Pollowlng the polltical agneenent reached at lts neeting on
19.XII.1991, the Council adopted lte connon position on the
Regrlation concernLng the creatlon of a supplementary protection
certificate for nedicinal products. Thie Regrulation is lntended to
inprove legal protection in the üeuber §tates of roedicinal products
covered by a patent, the protection of vhlch is dlnlnished by the
present system of marketing authorizations. By introducing a
supprementary protectLon certificate whlch wilr take effect
innedlatery after elçiry of ttre patent, the llenber statesl

4so6l92 (Presse 23 - c) EN
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phamaceutlcal industry ullt be placed ln a positlon sl'ml'Iar to that
in certain non-corrnunity etates.

The Council adopted the Dlrective co-ordinating the laws,

regnrlationE and adminLstratlve provlsione relating to the
appllcation of Connunity rules on the procurement procedures of
entLtieE operatlng in the water, enerçry, transport and

teleconmunicatLons sectorE.

The purpoEe of ttre DLrectlve is to guarantee ninlnum possibllities
for revieu to undertaklngs rhich have incurred danage in the event

of lnfringenents of tTre Connunlty rnrles on procurenent procedures,

to define the basic eleuents of a syeten for voluntary attestatlon
to prove the conformity of ttre prosurenent procedures of a

contracting entlty with the nrles in force, to set up a corrective
mechanlsn that can qulckly correct clear and manifeEt infrlngenentE
and lastly, to establlsh a conciliation procedure vhich the partles
nay apply to settle anicably any dlsputes concernlng the correct
application of the ruleB govêrnlng publlc contract§.

sectore

6) EN
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Co-ordinatlon of procedureE for ttre award of publLc Eenrice
contracts

Followlng the agrreement Ln principle reached at lts neeting on
19.XIf.1991, the Councll adopted lts connon posltion on the
Directive relating to the co-ordinatlon of procedures for the award
of publlc service contracts. Ttris proposal forms part of the
Connunlty systen for public contracts, covering all purchaseE of
servlcee for vhlch the contracts are sufflclently large to render
croEE-frontier operatlons of Lnterest and the Directive will apply
to aII contracte whlch are neiürer supply contracte nor public sorks
contracte and whlch include contracts for pecuniary Lnterest,
concluded in wrlting between a Eervice provider and a contracting
authority.

The Conmiseion will revLer ttre Directive at the lateet three years
after its entry lnto force. ft slII periodically convene a
nonltoring body on publlc contracts to nonLtor the balanced openlng
up of all publLc service contractE Ln the contracts Ln the Comnunity
and any effecte the Directive rnay have in relation to thlrd
countries.

Tryo or three-wheel notor vehlcleE

The Council adopted the comûon positlon on the Directive positlon on
the Directive on the Connnunlty tlpe-approval of these vehicles (see
Press Release LO393|9L Presse 2491.

UISCELI,AI.IEOUS DECI§IONS

Abolition of fiscal frontiere

The Councll fomally adopted the Directlve on the general
arrangementE for products subJect to excise duty and the holding and

4505192 (Presse 23 - c) EN
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movement of such productE which had already
polltical agrreement at the Councll neeting
10 Februaty L992 (see Press Releasa 4502192

1991-J.992 annual econonic report,

25 .I-T.L9,9.2

fql/HI/eï,

been the subJect of
(EcorIN) on
Presse 19).

Further to the political agreement neactred at the Councll neetlng
(ECOpIN) on 10 February \992 (Fress Release 4502192 Presse 19), the
Counci} fomally adopted the 1991-L992 annual report on tÏre economlc

Eituat,ion in the eommunlty and adopted the econoulc policy
gruidelines to be fo}trowed in the Comnunlty ln L992.

ReLations vith the ACF States and the OCI

pending the entry into f,orce of the fourth Lomé Convention and the
new DeeisLon on the assocLatLon of the OCl, the Connunlty had

adopted Regulatlon I{o 7L5l9O, to apply to the ACP States and the
OCf, i.n advance, the arranEenents provided for under the Convention
for aEricutrtural and proceseed products orJ.ginatlng ln thoEe

countries.

The fourth &omé Conventton and the new DeciEion on the aEsociation
of the ocTs had, in the meant,ime, entered into force. Às a result,
the CounciX. adopted the regulation extending, until
29 February 2O00r ês regards the ÀCP States, the abovenentLoned

RegulaÈion No 71,5190; the epeclflc arrangeuents applicable to the
OC'T had already been laid down by the DecLsion on the assocl.ation of
the oCI with the Coumunity (see Oü No L 263, 19.9.1991).

Relations with the countrLes of Latin ÀnerLca and Asla

The CouneL} fomally adopted
technLcatr aseistance to, and

developing countries in Àela

the Regrulatlon on financlal and

econonic co-operation with the
and Latin Àmerica for the 1990s, which

45OGl92 (Presee 23 - G) EN
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had already been the subJect of political agreeruent Ln the Council
(GENERÀL ÀFFArRs) on 3 Febnrary L99z at the conclusion of the
conciliation procedure sith the European Parlianent (see Press
ReleaEe 4392192 Presse 12).

ECSC

The Councll gave its assent, under Àrticle 54(21 of the ECSC Treaty,
for the gnanting of a globa1 loan to Interbanca, Italy.

Relatlons ulth the Faroe fslands

The Council adopted the Regrlatlon on the opening and adminlstration
of an annual connunity tarlff quota for pet food falling within
CN code 2309 10 11 and an annual Connunity tariff quota for fish
food falllng wlthin CN code ex 2309 90 41, origlnating in and coning
fron the Faroe islandg.

§oeciflc research and technorocrlcar deveropnent prooranmes

The Councll adopted lts comnon posltlon sith a vies to the adoption
of a Declslon on the diEsemLnation and exploitation of knowledge
resultlng from the specif lc RID progrramê§.

Transport

Follosing the polltical agrreement reached at ite neetlng on
LGILT.XII. L99L, the Council adopted

45O6leZ (Pre§se 23 - C) EN
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- the Decislon on radionavlgatlon systens for Europe (see Press
Release LO387 lgl Prdsee 2431;

- the Regulation on the application of Article 85(3) of ttre Îreaty
to certain categorl.eE of agreenents, decieLons and concerted
practices between shipplng cotûpanieE (consortia) (see Prsss
ReIeaEe LO387lgl Presse 2431.

Envlronment

the Council adopted

- conclusions concernLng connunlty partlcipatlon in a draft
Franework ConventLon on the protectlon and use of traneboundary
watercourseo and internatlonal lakes;

- a Resolution concerning the E\rropean coastal zone and

- a Resolutlon on the future Comunity grroundwatar polLcy.

The texts are attached.

Agrriculture

The Councll adopted

- the Re5rlation arnending Regulation (EEC) No 4007/87 extending the
period referred to ln Artlcle 90(1) of the Act of ÀcceEelon of
Spain and Portugalr âs regards Spain.

4506192 (Presse 23 - G) --------F
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ThlE anendnent ains to extend for a further year, until
31 Deceuber L992, for Spain, the period during which transitional
meagureg may be taken under ÀrElcle 90 of the Àct of Accession in
order to enabLe certain dlfflculties in inplenenting agrricultural
market rules in that ltenber State to be overcome.

- the Regnrration on tenporary compensation for the inpact of the
situation in Yugoslavia on transport of fresh fruit and vegetables
from Greece.

Thls Regrulatlon is intended to provide financial aseistance for
operators followlng the interruptions to transport in Yugoslavia,
to conpensate for addltLonal consigrunent costs Ln 1991, in order
to enable then to adJust to the new sltuation as quickly as
poeeible.

- the Regrulatlons amending:

= Regrulatlon (EEc) No 2390/89 laying down generar rures for the
inport of wines, çtrape Julce and grrape must.
This w111 extend by three nonths, until 30 Aprll Lggz, the rules
on derogations which introduce some flexibility as regards
certlficates of orlgin and analysis reports to be supplied by
the Unlted States, provLded that they offer specific auarantees
accepted by the Connunity;

= Regrulatlon (EEC) No 1873/84 authorizing the offer or disposal
for dl.rect hunan consumption of certaLn inported sines which nay
have undergone oenological processes not provided for in
RegulatLon (EEC) No 822187.

This amendrnent w111 extend by three months, until 30 Àprll Lg92,
the derogatlon accorded to wLnes originating in the

4506192 (Presse 23 - c) EN
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of certain oenoloEical
not ln the ConnunLty.

United States as regards the appllcation
procesaes pemitted in that counttl, but

Appointnent

The CouncLl appoLnted, on a proposal of the frLsh Governnent,
!,!r Wl1liarn A. ÀlEIJgf, iloint General Presl,dent, SerrrLces, IndustrLal,
ProfesEional and TechnLcal Union (SfPnD, a nember of the Econouic
and Social Connittee, to replace !{r Patrick ![rRPIfY, a neuber, sho
has dled, for ttre rernainder of the latterts term of office, whlch
runs untll 20 September L994.
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AT{I{E I I

COUXCIL RESOLUTIOT

of

on the future Community poticy concerning
the European coastaI zone

lHE COUNCIL OF fiIE EUROPEAN COMMUNIIIES,

RECOGNIZING that the E\rropean coastal zone, including islands, is a fragile and

vital common heritage, and that it is essentlal that its blological diversity,
landscape value, ecological quallty and its capacity to sustain tife, health,
economic activltles and soclal wellbeing are safeguarded;

EMPHASIZING that a key to sustainable use and development of coastal zones lles
in the full integratioD of economic, physical planning and environmental
policies;

4506192 (Presse 23 - c)
(ANNEX I) EN



-2-

25. Ir .1992

fel/P[/tb

ACKNOULEDGING that the vulnerabilities of the envlronment, including the natural
and cultural herltage, in coastal areas should explicitly be taken lnto account
in developing coastal policles;

ÎAKES NÛIE of the final deelaratlon of the European Coastal Conservatlon
Conference, held ln The Hague, the Netherlands, from 19 to 2l Novenber 1991

about the future policy wlth regard to the European coastar zone;

CONCTITDES that, tal«lng into account the subsldlarity prlnciple, there ls a clear
need for a Comunity strategy for lntegrated planning and ûranagement of the
coastal zones based on the pri,nciples of sustainability and sound ecologlcal and

environnental practice;

CONCLUDES that conservation and sustainable use of coastal zones is one of the
fundamental aspects of such a strategy and that accordlngfy higlh prlorlty should
be given to speclfic action in this fleld;

INVIÎES the Cormlsslon:

- to propose for conslderatlon a Community strategy for integrated coastal zone

management whlch wiIl provide a franeuork for conservatlon and sustainable
use;

- to incor?orate this initiative into the Fifth Ervironmental Action Programne.

4506192 (Presse 23 - c)
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ANNEX II

COU]ICIL RESOLUTION

of

on the future Community

groundtrater poLicy

THE COUNCIL OF ÎIIE EUROPEAN COMIIT'NIIIES,

UNDERLINES the vital importance of groundwater for all forms of life, for human

health, and for safeguarding ecosystems;

STATES its concern about the lowering of groundwater levels and/or the pollution
of certain aquifers;

NÛTES that this important resource is limited, that its conservation for the
future is a maior political, economic and environmental imperative and that it
can be exploited only in strict observance of the principle of sustainable
development;

4506192 (Presse 23 - c)
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oBSERVES that freshwater management policy can be conducted only through

co-ordinated action by alt agents in the public and private sectors, taking due

account of the prlnciple of subsidiarity;

TAKES NOTE of the final declaration of the ministerial seminar held on 26 and

2? November 1991 on the future Community groundwater policy;

CALLS UPON tbe Comission:

- to subRrlt, if possible by the niddle of 1993, a detailed action programme for

uhich that declaration may provide guideline§;

- to draft a proposal for revising council Directive 80/68/EEC of

17 December l9?9 on the protection of groundwater against pollution caused by

certain dangerous substances by incorporating it into a general freshwater

management policy, including freshwater Protection;

REQUESTS the competent authorities and groups involved to contribute to the

conservation of this natural resource in the areas under their control'

4506192 (Presse 23 - G)
(ANNEX II)
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Brurelles, le 24 févrler 1992

NOTE BIO(92)43 AUX BUREAUX NATIONAUX
CC. AUX UEMBRES DU SERVICE DU PORTE-PAROLE

v33

REUNION INFORMELLE DES UINISTRES DE L'ENVIRONNEMENT (ESTORIL,21-22
FEVRIER 1992)

1. Les Douze prêts à antlclper la date d'éllmlnatlon des substances qul
appauvrlssent !a couche d'ozone.

2. La Présldence essalera de proposer un slègo pour !'Agence pour
l'Envlronnement avant le prochaln Consel ! du 23 mars 1992.

3. Pas de progrès substant lels tlaÉs la préparat lon de la poslt lon
communautalre pour la Conférence de Rlo.

Volcl en quelques mots les résultats de la réunlon d'Estorll:
1. Ozone: Le Consell semble être O'accord pour approuyer une proposltlon

que la Commlsslon n'a pas sncore falte formellement : âhtlclper les
dates de l'éllmlnatlon des substances qul appauvrlssent la couche
d'ozono. M. RIPA dl MEA}.IA a annoncé son lntentlon de proposor à ta
Commlsslon lo calendr ler d'é! lmlnat lon sulvant :

Etlmlnatlon de toutes les substances au 31 décembre 1995 au lleu du
calenclr ler prévu par le règlement actuel (à savolr pour les CFC :

1.7.1997, pour les autres substances des dates ultérleures, allant
Jusqu'à l'an 2005). Les amérlcalns vlennent d'annoncer l'éllmlnatlon
de la oluoart de ces substances ('the nost ozone deplet lng
substances") au 31.12.1995. La posltlon communautalre est donc plus
ambltleuse que celle des Etats Unls.
L'annonce du Présldent Bush a certalnement falt presslon sur les Etats
mombres et la dlsponlblllté déJà de substances de substltutlon des CFC
(même sl ces substances sont el les aussl noclves à concurrence de 5%

ctes CFC) ne semble pas posêr de problèmes lnsurmontables à l'lndustrle
et facl t lte I 'ant lclpat lon de ! 'é! lmlnat lon. Alnsl les réact lons des
Mlnlstres étalent favorables, certalns d'entre eux annonçant même leur
lntentlon d'éllmlner tes CFC avant ta f ln de 1995 au nlveau natlona!.
Lo Commlssalre a annoncé aussl son lntent lon de proposer une
antlclpatlon de l'éllmlnatlon des CFC dans le cadre du protocole de
Montréa I .

Aoence: Devant t'lmpasse actuel dans tequel se trouvo le prob!ème du
slège cte t'Agence de l'Envtronnement, le Commlssalre a lnslsté sur la
nécesslté de falre un effort au nlveau des Mlnlstres de
I'Envlronnement pour recommander un slège.
La présldence portugalse a promls d'essayer de proposer, d'lcl lo
prochaln consell, un slège que les Mlnlstres de l'Envlronnement, s'lls
sont d'accord, recommanderalent ensulte aux Mlnlstres des Affalrês
Et rangères .

Conférence de Rlo: Dlscusslons assez vagues sur la posltlon
communautalre à la conférence de Rlo en Juln 1992. Aucune concluslon
opératlonnello lmportante malgré le falt que tous les Etats membres
reconnalssent t'lmportance de ta Conférence.

Les grandos I lgnes de la dlscusslon sont les sulvantes:
Maut

lntégrer t'aspect envlronnemental dans toutes Ies autres polltlques;
- consldérer la miso à la dlsposltlon des PVD de rossources

f lnanlcèros supplémentalres (contestée par certalnes délégat lons) ;
- soul lgner l'lmportance do notre Agence pour l'Envlronnement ( la

2.

3.



présldence P voudralt même lul conflor des tâches d'élaboratlon de
guldellnes en matlère clo polltlque envlronnementale. Opposttlon do
p !us leures dé !égat lons) ;

- garantlr le transfert de technologle yers tes PVD (D a proposé p.er.
la créatlon d'un tel centre on llédlterranée pour !e transfert de
know-how vers les pays du Maghreb).

-) t4 €-
Amltlés, t / 

u

B. Dethomas


