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IRON AND STEEL

Restructurinq and amendinq the aids code-:;-----

The Council had further detailed discussions concernj-ng

the restructuring of the Community Steel industry and the
proposal to amend the aj-ds code in order to extend the payment

of alds to continued operatlon until 31 December 1985, and

to fix new deadll-nes for the givlng of notice and the
authorlzation of projects for addltional aids.

At the close of discussions, the President drew the
following conclusions :

"No reguest wlth a vLew to prolonglng the aids code

beyond 31.12,1985, date which the Commission conslders
unchangeable, has been recelved.

Before the end of July 1985 at latest, the Commission will
put. forward a communicatlon setting out, for the period after
the termlnatlon of the alds code (31.12.1985), the gulde-
llnes regardlng the general. state aids schemes l-lke1y to
also be of appllcatlon In the steel sector.

The Councll has underllned the importance which it attaches
to the good operatlon of the steel market with a view to
creating the necessary conditions for the restructurlng to
be brought to a successful conclusLon withln the agreed
timescale.

The CommLssion will put forward, at latest before the
end of July 1985, a communlcatlon setting out lts analysis
of the problems llkely to arise on the steel market
durlng 1986 and will, if need ber put forward its suggestlons
in this respecÈ.
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During the discussion, Progress has been made concerning
the amendment of the timetable for granting operating aid.s

authorlzed by the Conmission on 29.6.1983. Moreover, the
Commlssion has restated that the facllity it requests
enabllng it to authorise supplementary aids, if need be,

should be subordinated to preclse condltions relating to
the industrial efficlency and financial viability of the
undertaklngs concerned, by the end of 1985. Àgreement was,
ho!ÿever, not found on all aspects. In consequence, the
Councll w111 return to these subjects ln .ïanuary 1985 with
a vlew to take the decisions whlch the sltuatlon requires".

UeÊ1!lse!lers-e!-èr!islc-Il-E

The Council held a wide ranging exchange of views on the
Commission's proposal and agreed to come back to thls matter at
lts next meeting, the Cortmission having declared its lntention
of re-examinlng certaln elements of lts proposal.

êÊ iss luee! -e I -sse!eÈ- ehee!-eEEersegc!!e

The Councl-I noted the Lntentlon of the Corunisslon to
decide on the adjustment of the arrangements for coated sheets,
the implementation of which will, hovrever, be preceded by

contacts with the industry to ascertain whether this would
give rise to major problems. l'he Commlssion w111 report back

to the Council on thls matter at its next meeting.
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geeleê-ehee!-leves!Ee!!-eseies!s

The Council took note of a report from Vl-ce-President
DAVIGNON on the Commlssion's decislon on lnvestment projects.

§1!ge!le!-e!- gbe- ssEeP-EeEEe!

The Council heard statements from certal-n delegatlons on

the dlsturbing situatlon regardJ-ng scrap supplles. The Councll
noted that the Commlssl-on was continul-ng to glve lts
close attentLon to thls problem on the basis of guidellnes
already submitted to delegations and that it would report to
the next Council meeting.

gesEs! Ise!IeE- greE-!!e- I!eI lee-êe lege!Iel

The Councll took note of a communication from the
Ital-l-an delegation relatj-ng to lts concern at any slqnificant
change ln tradttlonal trade patterns, J.n partlcular for coils
for welded plpes and tubes.

I1460 e/84 (Presse 2231 . r r/. ".



6 - 17.Xrr.84 I

TELECOMMUNTCATTgNS

The Council welcomed a communlcation from the CommissLon

givlng an account of the results obtained ln the area of
Telecommunications and suggestlnq dlrectlons for future work.

The Councll agreed that the following principal obJectives
should form the basis of the contlnuation of work l,n this
area !

(a) the creatlon of a Community market for telecommunication
eguipment and termlnals via:

- a standardlzatlon policy aimed at the effectLve
lmplementatLon ln the Communltÿ of common standards
derlved from international standards.,

the Progressive appllcatLon of procedures for the
mutual recognltion of eonformance in terml-nals.

(b) improvinq the development of advanced telecommunLcatlon
servlces and networks:

(f) by openlng dJ-scusslons, based on the avallable studies,
onr

- the J-mplementatl-on of infrastructure projects of
common lnterest.,

launchlng a development programme for the technology
required ln the long term for the i.mplementation of
future wLde-band networks.

(fi) by deflnlng and progressively setting up a vl-deo-
communications system to llnk the varlous politlcal
authoritLes ln the Communlty.
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(c) lmproved access for less favoured regions of the Communlty

through the approprlate use of Community flnanclal
instruments, to the beneflts of the development of
advanced servlces and networks.

(d) co-ordlnation of negotlating positlons withln the
tnternational orqranlzatlons deating with telecommunlcatJ-ons,

based on discusslons carried out jolntly wlth the senLor

offlcials group telecommunicatlons.

EXPLORÀTION PROGRAM!4E FOR NON-ENERGY RA!{ MÀTERIAËS

-t-t-

The Councll reached general agreement on the content
and the J-mplementlng rules of the Requlation on exploration
programmes for non-energy raw materj-a1s wlthin the territories
of the Member States. ft was agreed that this matter would

be taken up agaln as soon as the budgetary aspects had been

clarlfled ln order to enable a formal decislon to be taken

rapidly thereafter.

STRUCTURE OF CUSTOI,IIS TARTFFS ON CONSUMER ELECTRONIC PRODUCTS

The Councll had an exchange of views on a paper from the

Commission coneerning the structure of customs tarlffs on

consumer electronJ-c products. It was agreed that the Councll

would come back to thls question at lts next meeting.
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Bruielles, le 17 decembrq 1984

NàË-Bio-(eaj Àgr Arrx BuREALlx NATxoNAux

Cc nux MEMBRES DU GBoUPE

===========i======= == = == ===== == ====== ==

;ôGEtl-aroeiunôie (17 'tz'84) (van Enk)

LeConself.iO"""giegdebtttecetapres-midi'paEundebet
sur 1€ proposttioi-àà-r" Commission de modifier Ie Code des

aldes siderurqiques en p"oroo".nt-Jtun an Jusourau ler Juillet
19g6 Ie delai Ol"-"f.""'au fonc[ionnement ét "n 

aceordant des

eides suppremenlài"à" par rapport a rrenve]oppe grobare

compride oans rIJ-à""i'"ion" bê l" Cornr4ission sur }a

reetructuratlon-Iiààt'"gique de fin'Juin 198''

A l,iseu de ce debat ra presidence a du consteter que res

condition" n,etIiel[-pàu-""Lni""-po'r formuler I I av.ls conforrne

du Consetl que-ià-Co"ission-avait demande en'vue de Ia

modifica,tion ou Ëo;;'. 
-È; urr"i-ràs delegatlons de la RFA' du

Roÿaume-uni, du ;;;""[, dg"-Ë"v"-aÀ" :i. d"-l: Grece srv sont

oppoiees; erreJ il;;it;ient 1ler lee aides supplementalres a

des reductions supplemer,rtairee-Jls-capacites-de productlon' La

Commlssion et plusieurs autres àuf"q"lirns (Frsnce et lteIie
. nolamment) n'oi[-pà" voulu y-consen[in' Le Commissalre

Andriessen n,""ü!-exctu qri if-y-"Ïi-à"".reductions'
supprement"ir,"TliI^"âirË--;i ;" sont nry automatiques' ni

touJours indispensables p"'"'""'"ni" ' 1â viabilite des

, entiePrises beneficiaires

Drautre pr"t, Ia Conrmission' elLe' nra pas voulu admettre

de dissocl.er fi,ln-I.-i;âut"e ,âs deux elements de sa

proposi.tionr. a s"voir" Ia proràqation du deloi et les aldes

' supplemant.i"""l-;N;;; Àuon"-besoln des deux instiuments pour

mener a bien i;àp"""tion de il-;;tJàturation si'derurglquerr a

dit ,. AndrlessËll"'Ëi"i"i"-t"i"à"t ilevant 
'e 

Conseil ,a

proposltion ar-i; cornmission, 
-i" 

commissalre--avalt souligne que

1'ob.iectif de 1â ràà'àtion 4""-I"eà"-i[9" g" 1o a 15 mllllons de

, tonnes """" utlJi;[,- Au çtade "ilrer 
de Ia restructuration

nous en "o-u""àËj;-" 
un",reduction de 12 milrions de tonnes'

H. Andrle§sen a iisiste "u" 
fi-i""""it" 9g lg modification

du Code propose oot'lP sauvegarder ces resultats''

, Au cours drun entretien avec Ia Presset M' Andriegsen e pu

constaterQu,au.-seinduConsei]..unconsensus.sIestdeclare
pouf, respu"t"i"rl-âïtË"ri"âià'àr-ô"à" (r" I Janvier 1e86) et

pour retenrr i'âËri"À"it;_indu;arielle et Ia-viabilite des

entrepri""" ,l*r" ou.iectir p"il"ipàr a atteindre a cett'e date'

Ia non-decislon du Con§eill M'
Quant aux corisequences de

Andriessen a oiecise q!9t-I" ôoO" des aidee restant lnchanEet a

partir ou r""-illriàr-ig8r, pils-"u"rn" aide-àu fonctionnement

ne peut ette "ü[o"r""" 
ni p"ve"' Meme des aides autorisees'

dont le palement nra Pag "n"o"u 
pu etre effectue seront ' a

partir de,cetüe dateo bloquees' \ '

Cependant M' Andri'essen srest montre. confiant quant a Ia 
l

possibillte au-t"o"'o 9"q moyens pouD pervenir a un compromis

dans les semaines et mois a venir
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