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concerning the amendment of tariff concessions concerning certain
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1.

72'

EXFLAﬁﬁTPRY MEMOR AEDUM

Durlng the renegotlations under Article XXVIII of the GA”T which took
~ place between 1966 and 1968 with Switzerland, Finland and Austr-"ap the
Community granted certain concessions to those countries, namely: '

(1) blnding under GATT of oeillngs on 1mport levies on Enmentalpr,
' Gruyere Sbrinz, Appenzell and Borgkase cheeses. Different ceilings
. ‘were applied to tho levies on those produots according to the N
,presentation of the products (whole cbeeses, pieoes paoxed in vaouum)
and the prices to be cbserved on importatlon 1nto the Community. In
'additlon, a. clause on- the automatic adjustment of these prioea was

agreed

(i1) "autonomous" fix1ng of an upper limit in respect of Switzerland,

Austria and Finland (by exohange of letters) for the levy charged at

the frontier on certain processed cheeses for which a minimum price

must be observed .. 4 o
Since thelr entry into force, these concessions have remained unchanged,

apart from the automatic adjustment of import prices for Emmentaler oheese.

fThe trend of imports of the produots in question into the Community shows, '

‘in the case of Emmentaler cheeses that total Communlty imports have

ﬁ_stabilized at . around 51 000 to 55 000 tonnes, though imports from Austria

have been falllng steadily s-nce 1976 In the case of prooessed cheeses, -

'imports from Swntzerland have stayed at around 3 600 tonnes ‘since 1974,

whilst imports from Austria and to a lesser extent from Finland have risen

substantially (see Annex 1.

At the recent Multilatefal Trade Neéotiations (Tokyo. Rouﬂd),'certain EFTA

countries (Switzerland, Austrla, Flnland Norway) requested oonee@aions in

: respect of agricultural. products, notably chesse.
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, It was agreed with those countrles that ne negﬂtiatlors weuld be undertakent\
. in the context of the MIN but ‘that their requests would be examined

’?3'subsequent1y on a bilateral and reciprooal basis.

L St‘Slnce the completion of the MIN, Switzerland Finland, Austria and Vorway !
: have reiterated thelr requests coneernlng cheese, pointing out that other’
nonmCommunlty countries such as Australia, Canada and New Zealand had

g obtained concessmons in this sector whilst they themselves had been

- exeluded from such negotiations._ Their main requests are for an adjustment o

1'~of‘ ‘the GATT Emmentaler concessions (Switzerland ‘Finland, Austria) and the
Cjinclusion of Jarlsberg cheese in this eoncession (Norway)

“";These countries also indicated that they would be willing to give j
: undertakings (on imports as well as exports to ‘the EEC) if the Community

'agreed to meet all or some of their requests.

<Pf6;.The Commlssion suggests that the Community should agree to the request from
s these countries to open negotiations, both for the reasons given above and
"italso because the EEC has "equests of its own to make to the EFTA countries i

‘;keoncerning the cheese sector. ,

‘*;The Commlssion accordingly reeommends the Counecil under Article 112(3) of

"g the EEC Treaty, to authorize it to open negotiatione, on a reniprocal
. basis, with Sw1tzerland Flnland Austria and Norway, with a view to

\eamending the tarlff concessions granted on beth sides in the cheeee
_ sector;‘ The . Artlole 113 ecmmittee will aesiet the Commigaion in the
" conduct of the negotiationsn

The . tommtessaege reeemmendatlﬂe for a8 ”euneii ‘Decision ig aeteeﬁej as
Annex II
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ANNEX 1 (2

B o iy

EEC_IMPORTS OF PROCESSED CHEESE - 1975 to 1979

b = bound/nb = non-bound ‘ o : o ' A : tonnes
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ANNEX I (p?

FPRROVLAY

ZEC IMPORTS OF PROCESSED CHEESE - 1975 to 1479

tonnes
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ANNIDY IT
LA EO 51

RECOMMENDATICN FOR & COUNCTL DECISTON

concerning the amendment of tariff concesgsions concerning certain cheeses

bt e 25 TP T ALY s e

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUN ITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the Buropean Economie Community, and .
in particular Article 113 thereof, ‘

Havihg regard to the Recommendatidn‘from the Gommiésion,

Whereas, during the negotiations held between 1966 and 1968 with Switzerland,
’ Flﬂlaﬂd and Austria under Article XXVIII of the General Agreement on Tariffs

and Trade the uommunity granted concessions to those countrles,

Whereas these countries have reguested tﬁat’those concessions be amended and whereas
it would appear appvoprxate to accede to. certain of those Pequests subgect to a con=
dition of recvprocwty,

Whereas the Communlty has certain requests to make to those countrwes .

concerning the same product sector;

Wnereas negotiations should therefore be opened on a réciprocal hasiﬁlwith
Switzerland, Finland, Austria and No?way in respect of the cheese sector,

HAS DECIDED AS FOLLOWS

Sole Article

The Commlq«ion is hereby authorized to open negotaat}ons on a reeipvccal
basis with Swltgerland Finland, Ausiria and Norway . with a view to amending
the taprf concessions granted on both side= in the cheese sector,
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