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Secretary of State for Enerry
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5911 elBO (Presse 63) ett/"t/eL .../...



-4- 13.V.80

corflfrryIry ENERGY .oBJECTTWS FoR 1gg0 AIrp cor{vERcENcE oF
THE POI,ICIES OF THE MEI{BER STATES

rhe council approved the substance of the forlorving
Resolution:

r lHE coui{crt,

Having taken note of the conrm.rnication from the Conr,ri ssion
on frcornuunity Eherry Objectives for 199o and. convergence
of the Polieies of the Llearber States,',

Harring talcen note of the Opinion of the E\ropean parlianent,

Havi-ng regard to its Resolution of 1Z September 1974,
1? Deeer,rber 1974 and, 13 Febnra^:ry 1975 (1);

Having regard to the conclusions reached by the Er.ropee.a
Conncil in July 1978, March 1979 ancl June 1979, fixing-
the followLng objeetives for 1985:

- to recluee the d.egree of coranrxrity d.epend.ence on imported.
energr to 5O;;;

- to. red,uoe to 0,8 the. rat!.o betvseen the rate of, growth.of
enerry consunption and the rate of growth of gross d.omestic
product;

- to litrit oi1 eonsr.mption;

- to limit net Comnrnity inports of oil to an annual level
not exceeiLlng that attainerl in 1978 (+lZ million tonnes);

--

(') 0J No C 153t 9.7.1975, pa6es 1, 2 and. 5.
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'5- 13.V.80

Y,Ihereas acl-equate and secure energy availabllity on a
satisfactor.y econonic basis is a prerequisite for the pursuit
of the Comrm-rnityrs economic and. social objectives;

Tlhereas it is essential that the Courimmity ruake nore progress

in the priority areas such as enerrgr saving, the rational ltse

of ener5r ancl the reduction of oil consumption and- inports;

Whereas it is necessaqr

- for the Corrurr.mity to have a general pleture of Lle::rber Statesf
ener$r Policies uP to 1990;

- for the Connunity to be in a position to assess the convergence

of national. policies with Coi:nsunity obieetivesl

1. affirue that the Conrmunity should. step up its efforts to
save enerry e,nd. reduce its o11 consr.rmption arr.d. i-nports;

Z. requests the L{enber States to subririt to the Conr.tission each

year their en.ergy policy programnes up to 1990;

3, requests the Conrnrissj-on to assess these prograniaes, using
appropriate inilicators, if necessilYr in ord.er to d.eternlne

their convergence with the con:urrnityts enerry policy
objecti-ves.

[he Conrnission vui]I base its exartination on the
; fo}lowing guidelines for the Corur.rrity as a vrhole:
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'-- to r,edlrc.e to" 9"7. or less"the avemge ratio for the.rvhore
Gomtmity of the rate of growth in gross prinary-quergy
consumption to the rate of growth of the gross clonestie
prodriot;

- to reduce otl consunption in the Connrrrrnity to'a level of
approxi-um,tely 4q" of gross prinary-energy consunption in
1 990;

to iovor 70 to TSol of pri-nary*energgr rgquirenente for
the production of erectricity by means of solid fuels and
nuclear energ'y;

to enooulage the r.rce of. reneurab.]e energy sources so as
to inerease their contributi'on to the comtrni_.ty.t,e energy
eupplies;

- to pirsue an enerryJpt ici:rg. goricy geared. to attaining
Comun'ity energy objective$ ( ');

4r TeQuesis the Conmission to subnit a^nnuaL reports a,6 'bo'

pake any recomenda-biong and proposals ained, at j-:aereas'ing

the convergence of, the lfenber fftates t eaergy polioi.es,
ensuring that the Coumrnityts objectlves are achievect and,

ad.apting them to economic trend.s and..long-tem ellergy
" supply condltlons.'

(1) This poii"y would have te
princi.ples, as set otlt in
Resolution of toCayts d.ate
by thc , h;ropean Conuunity

be based on esi;abLished,
the Ar:aex to the Council'
eoncerrring new-linee of action

in the field. of energy savy€.
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NE"fl ITNES "'0F 
ACTTCN ny' rHe col,t$tEry n{-THE FrEtrD ,OF EmBey

SAV,lNG

The Couneil approved the substanee of the following
Beeolution:

r[HN COUNCIT,,

Having taken note of the courrunicatlon from the Connission
entltled, trthird. Bepoft on the Commu::ityrs progranme for
energtrr savingrt,

Havlirg regard. to the coi.mcil Resorution of 1? Decenber 1974
otr commui:ity ener5ry policy objeatives for 1985 qna.a Cornmurity
action prograome for'the. ratj-onal use of energy; having.regard.
to the conclusions of the Heade of State anil. of Govexnment
of the European Corunurity neetiag on 6 and ? July 19?8 ana
on 12 anc. 1l I'rlarclr 1979t vdr:ieh reaffirsred. and. enrerged the
Ecope of the objeetives 'foilbhe rationa,l use of enetrgy -for
1985,

I{aving regard to the ne.ed, 'bo d.etemine objecti- es .for 19go
for the Corud.mity -enerry-saving' prograryme,

tthereas the 'Meuiber $tates and the corumrnity ae a whole have
in general- mad.e good. progress toward.s attaining the objectives
set for t985;

llllheu'eas, .how6ver, all thq Menrber stateB 'mtrst contribute to
the dchieve:ien1 of the corruunity objeetives by'the adoption
of comparable enerfiy-savir:g prograrnes;'wi'uh d.ue regarcl for
the inciividusl circr.rnstances of each llenber State;

l''&tereas co-orilination of
artd, vuhore neeessary, of
can contribute tc bettcr
lreaties,

the progreumes of the l.Iember Sta1;es

specifie-aetions at Conrmunity leve1
resrrlts in eonfomity wlth the
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-B- 13.V.80

1. APTROVES the objective of prqgressivery rcd.ucing the average
ratio for the urhole of the conu,nity bctween the rate of
growth in gross primary-enerry consr.rmptlon and the rate of
Erov,rbh in the €ilross d.omestic prod.uct to 0.T or 1ess by 1990;

2. AGBEES that I'[ember States shoulcl, vrhere this proves n.ecessary,
a.d.apt their elleI{fr-saving programmes so that by the end. of
1980 each [lember Sta'se has an €nergy-saving progr=rnme covering
all the main seetors of enerry use and- an appropriate energy-
pricing poliey. rn ord.er to prod.uce eompa::ab1e effects,
these paogFalmes shouLd be basecl on erepffrrpniclng gqicle]Lnes
eniL measures recornmcncled in the basic prograJrme set out
in the Anirex to this Resolution. flrey must, however, be
ad.apted to the speeific priorities ancl eonc_itions in the
Ifenber States;

3. AGTlEis that rorlr rcust be speed.ed. up, parbicularry in
i:rternational orge,nizations, on the technieal specification
of method.s for nec.suring enerry consumption anct, on perfoflna4ee
stand.ards, especiolry those relating to heat generators and.
d.omestic appliances;

4. rlnlrrEs the comroission, on the basis of the information
provided. by the i.ienber states, to keep it abreast of progress
macle urith national energr;,r-savlng prog:raJlurcs and. caIIs upon
the commission to report to it on prosrcss nad.e torrrards
attaining Community enerry-saving tarSets."

' 6911 e/BO (Presse 53) il.]-11'tr/pn ...,/ ...
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GUTDEIINES FOR A BASIC fl}IMGY-SAVING TROGRA]'Ii'TE

RECOi.[.1JX'[DED TO E1IMY UHIBjfi' STATE

OF IHE EUN.OPEAIV COi,[,ruNTtY

(Ar{i'[;r{ T0 THE r[tEcEDrNe n;SolurroN)

A. H.IMGY IBICING

Eaerry pricing should be bascd- on the folloving
principles:

(i) consumer priees shouId reflect representative conditions
on the rvorld. market, taking account of longer-terrr
trend.s;

(ii) one of thc factors il.etermining consumer priccs shoulcl

be the cost of replaeing and. d.eveloping eneri$r resources;

(iii) enerry prices on the market shoul-C. be characterized. by

the greatest possible degree of transpo-rencfr

Rrblieity about energy priees and the cost to the
consumer of enerry used. by applianccs and. installa.tions
shorrld be as wld.espread. as possible.

6911 e/8o (Pressc 63) j-tl.1\Mr/pn .../. ..
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B. LIEI\SSFES TO ENCogRAGE Ti{E RI\IIoNAI, USE 0F ENERGY

lhe following aeasures are recoimended:

1- Enersrr savins in the hone

- A Su-bstantial upward. revislon of conrpulsory mlniinr:ra

performance requlrenents for new housing ancl heating
systens; 

"
- Regulations to ensure intividual neteri:r3, bi11i-reg

anct control of heating systens in Dulti*occupiecl
build.ings;

- Performanee standarcl.s curd. control of servicing of
heating sYstems;

- hrblicity car:rpaigrs emd actvice centres for enerry
saving in the hone;

- Fi-nancial aid for any necessarJr conversion of
existing houses, arr exemplary progra^Er,le for dwelLings

in public ovrnershiP;

- labellj.ng to lnd.icate the enerry consuraption of
d.oiaestic aPPliances.

2.

- Eler$r consirnption accounts, especially ln
industries consurrlng large volumes of energ1'i

- Financial ald for snaI]- and. ned.iu.n-sizeC businesses,

publicity caapaigils;

6911 e/8o (Presse 53) safiE/et ..r/...



11 13,V.80

- tr'i-rlancial- and talc alc]- to encourage investi.rent to save

enerrryi

- Finaircial aid for tl:e coi':nercial pronotion of new enersr-
sarring technologies, equip::ie:,r'L or iretl,ocis ( d.e:-ro::.straiion
pro iects ) .

3. @ry-
- ?ro::rotlon of the use of enerry-saving agricultural

nachi:rerXr for the trans;rort a.nd processing of crops,
awakenin6 users to the possibility of making better use

of exisiing nachinery a:rcl- to the existence of encrry-
savlng techniques of clrltivation, and. training the:a

accorcl.ingly;

- RationaJ- use of cheirical fertilizers;

- Better use of Locally available alterna"tive erlergy solirces
to heat farn builclings and glass houses.

4, Errurgv siIIuJs-U offisu,',.r coq-lorce

- An exenplaznr public*sector proetreJxi-lei

- Conpulsory nininu:r perfor:.:arrce standard.s for new officesi

- Perforilanoe standarcis and contrcl of senricilrg of heatingt
cocllng and. ver.r.tilation systens,

6911 e/Bo (Fresse 63) e:c/tL/et . , ./ , . .
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5 . S*grsy-:?:yllg_:,'j-.:l=:ag*

- fnforn:a'tioi: and. publici.by campaig.:.s ;

1 3,\r. 80

- rrnllcr:ror1'6a'r;ica cf a s,uandard mc-i;hod of neasuring the fuel
colrr:lunp-[ion of vehicles ;

- rf rleeessary, funplemer:,ta'i;icn of measures to elrsr-lre that
oe't v':i..;.:l-es soId wiil',ii: ihe comn"iirity co:.tpJ-;r wi_th
vori:,-ia.r.'-r -i...:'gcts for io;-ler fu,.e} consump-uion aru:.ormced. by
car jr..j.iLl:j,rc ll::.crs 1a the Coiarnu:-,i.[y;

- col-lecting such avail-able rrational data as v,riIl enabre
llro l1-ess 'ucwa.rds 'these vohui,i;ary targets to be exanined
a't Comini-,.r:.i-'i;y 1ev.e1. " '

6 . E*elet-.ur9gi19.l:]9.*

- I.Ieasures to cncourErge the r.a-bioi:al use of heat resuliiilg
from the genera-ti:n of el_ectncal energlr :.n,1 from
intl.ur-s';ri-al- processes, a,s lvelt as the develop:rieut of heat-
d is-i;ribu-t ion ne -i;yror.ks .

7. Informaiicn and. edueation

- Prblieity d.rives on energ-y saving;

- Educational pi.ograrxnes in sehools, technical eolleges anc
u:.riversities ai:.d- voca'bioiral-retraining progremmes.

8'[3gl3*g*-g-Ilgrig-]g-.r9g:,.1r91rr.-ig.yg],gp,gg*!-1*-1s-.lege.Jg!re!:et

,
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EITERGI STTUATT0IT

fhe Council- discussed. the enerry situation in the

CorlLri'unity and throughout tire "'rorld'

Follovring its discussions the Cowreil noted. that, taking
aceognt of the inforr:ation supplied. by the i'Iei:tber States for the

first quarter of 19E0 and. if the trend. that hau hitherto
eilerged. in crucle oil icrports l'Iere confirileil., the 1980 targets
for net oi} inports vrould be compliecl v'rith.

In the light of the enerrgr situation in the Co:.m.mi t.r'

arrd. worldwide and the uneertain supply prospects, tire Coi-urcil

notod the anaLysis ttr-,...-.1 li;': the Connrission and. stresseC. tlle need.

for a Conr:rr,rnity stratery based. on the follolrring e;Uid'e1in'es:

- the Cor:ria.urityrs d.epenclence on oi1 shor.r-ld. be red'uced;

- the Conr,nrnity shculd. irajie anr inmed.iate- and iangible
contribution-to the stabllizttion of the world' oil r:arket;

- the Cor,rnunity systen for lleeting e::rergencies shouJ-d be
perfected.

69'tt e/Bo (Presse 63) ettArr/et .../...



14 - 13.V. Bo

SHORT-TMff OIhSUP?IY Pr"OBIM/IS

The Cou:r.ci1 helcl ;ur initial discussion o11 the Commission

coronurtication concci::ing measures to mitigate thc effects of
short-terro oil-supply problems.

At the close of its d.iseussion, the Couurcil requested. the

Comraission to earlTr out an early examination of the follorving'
problems;

d.iscouraging oil eompa^ni-es from making purchases at
excessive prieesl

eonsultation betvieen the l/lember States on stock-man'agenent
a4d. pricing policy so as to achieve consistent prices;

speed.y exchaages of infonnation particular{-y on transactions
at abno:ma1 priees;

oil-sharing in the Comrnrnity rvhen the d.ifferenee between
supply and ilenrand. fal-Is beLotv ]f,i

meas;ures to inerease Community prod'uction of hydrocarbons
in the cvent of-a shor-tage, ai -desired by the European Cor-lrr'cilr

'Jhe Commission \YaS requested to sub'r'rit the results of its
l'v-orli to the couneil 'otrr september'

6911 e/Bo (Presse 63) ertlVr/Pm ., ,,/.. .



_15 13.V.80

TTiAI'{SP},REI{CY OF THE OIT }IIIBIGT

After discussiug the problens arising in corurection with
the transpareney of oil narkets, the Cor.mcil reaffirned. the
inportance of a policy aiued. ai cliscouragrng excessive oil
prices. It was agreeil that the cument Conr:nrnity lnforaatj.on
systen and. exchanges of infornation between the l,Ie:aber States
agd the Coi:r,iission worrlcl continue to be appl5.ed enC, vrhere

. applicable, Perfected..

Ihe better to attain the above objective, the Com.aission

was askecl. to earry out further stucl.ies on a speed;r, direct
and. effective exchange of iafornation on oiI transa.ctions at
excessive pri-ces.

COI,M{UNTTY II'IITIATIVE OIY ENERGY

The Corrra.mity iLiscussecl for the first tiHe the Conaissj-on

comruniCation entitled t'Couilutity initiative on energr'r .

The Cor.mcil took note of the Corr;rissionrs intention of
subnitting a report on Mei.rber Statesf investnent prografi:les at
one of the Council I s forthcoiring ireetings and asked. the
Coiuission to subiait for i-ts exaiaination the outline of a

eonsistent overal-} energy policy. the Cowrcil euphasized' that
the finErrcial aspects wor"r1.d- have to be exanined. rvhen the tine
carle, ancl in the llght of sueh a policy only.

I
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Mf SCELLAI'IEoUS Dryf SLoNS

Ererprr nolicv
---;.EhE-*fr

The Cor.mcil ad.opted., 1n the official lannguages of thc
Comm.miti.es, the Council Decision approving the conclusion
by the Couunission of the Subsidiary Arransenents supplementiir.g
the Agreement betrveen the United. Kingdom of Great Britain
and. Northerrr Ireland, the Europearr Atonic Seerry Commmity and

the fntcrrrational Ator.ric frrerry Agency for the application of
safcguard.s in the United. Kingd.on of Great Britain and

Norbhern Ireland. in connection with the Trea.ty on the
Non-?roliferation of Nuclear Weapons.

Research policy

ILre Cor.lneil gave the assents requestccl- bJt the Corouission

in respect of three coal research projec'us -(:CSC treaty)
concerning:

- a coal researeh progra^ume in the fie1d. of mining engineering;

- B. co&I research profFrernme in the field of product beneficiation
in the nr:ining ind.ustry;

- the abstracting e.nd transl-ation of technical literature on
coal *

R qlgti gns, gijb_9Upggg

The colmcil ac'Loptec)-, in the official lasguages of the

Comrcunities, the Legrrlation opening, allocating and. provid.ing

for the administration of a Conuuai.ty tariff quota for nerv

potatoes, falling vrithin subheail.ing 07.O1 A II b) of the

Common Customs [ariff o::'iginating in Cypnrs (SO'OOO torurcs from

15 llay until 30 Jr.me 19BOr with partial suspension of the

CCT at 9.4/,).
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R e I 3t :. o.p g_gilL3"qlgnig

The council adopted in the official languages of the
connunities -bhe Decision on the openlng, in accor,Lanee uri-bh

Decision 75/21j/EEC, of a,n acl.ciitionar o,uota for iuports into
rtaly of slmthetic rubber originating in Ro:rerria (loo torures
for 1980),

ConnereieJ- poli-cv: textiles

The counciL adopte'l in the official lenguages of the
Coi:m.mities the Regulation coircerni:rg ecrrron i::rpor.t
arre.rrgerlenis for certain jute lrrod.ucts originating in
Banglad.esh.

9ryiW
fhe co-r.rncil deeided. to sign on the part of the co"rrrxrity

the Protocor to the Barcelona convention (of 19?5) for the
protection of the l,led,iterranean Sea against pollution froin 1e"ncL-

based sources"

A,..iri cultural ooliev

-EE- The Council ad.opted. in the official languages of the
co:ulrnities the Regurlation cl.erogating frolr Regutc.tion (EEC)

I'Io 516/77 on the comllon orgenization of the irarlcet i.n products
processed fron fruit anri. vegeta"bles,

691't e/8o (Presse d3) ner/i,n/et
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I Bruxellea, le 12 .ai 1988 ' 
Note BIO ( ae) 2ee aux bureaux nationaux 
cc. aux membres du Groupe 
et a MM. Burghardt 00 1 et ~te 00 VIII 
------------------------------..-.-.-
<l>jet: Preparation Conseil Energie (R. Elpaick) 

Les ministres de l'energie qui cammencent leur reunion demain a 
llh devraient rendre compte de la situation actuelle en matiere 
de l'enetgie de la Communaute sur la base des derniers rapports 
de la ~ission. (Voir notes P-33 et 35) Nous attendons un 
debat d'orientation et sur les problemes d'approvisionnement a 
court te~e, et sur !'action urgcnte a prendre en vue de reduire . 
notre consommation de petrole. 11 y aura egalement un debat sur 
lcs mE.surcs que nous envisageons en ce qui concerne le 
•follow-up• a !'initiative communautaire en energie et la· 
rccente dec1aration des chefs de gouvernement a Luxembourg. 

Plusieurs delegations ont aussi exprime leur intention de 
soulever la question de la concertation souhaitable entre lea 
Neuf en vue de la reunion de l'Agence Internationale de 
l'Energie prevue pour les 21 et 22 mai. 

A l'ordre du jour pour demain figurent egalement lea dossiers 
suivants traites lors de la reunion precedente: 
- Les objectifs energetiques de la Communaute pour 1990 et 
convergence des politiques des Etats Mcrnbrcs (voir P-65 de juin 
1979); 
- nouvelles actions commnautaires dans le damaine des economies 
n'energie; 
- et finalement la carmunication de la Cclmtission concernant la 
transparence du marche petrolier. 

~i1;t~ 
,/ 

' 'j ~: 
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!***
NOTE BIO (80) 2OO (SUITE 1 ) AUX BUREAUX NATIONAUX

cc. AUx MEMBRES DU GROUPE,tI A M. BURGHARDT DG I ET

A M. LECOMTE DTG VI I I
E ***

SUBJECT: ENERGY COUNCIL (R. ELPHICK)
B ------
THE ENERGY MINISTERS FOUND Sh,I FT AGREEMENT THIS t{ORNING ON THE

1990 INDiCATIORS AND ON THE ENERGY SAVING RESOLUTION' AMONG THE

INDIcAToRSTHEcoUNcILHAScoMMITTEDTHEc0MMUNITYT0AMUcH
TOUGHER REGIT{E, THE AIM OF h,HICH IS TO GET At,JAY FROM DEPENDENCE

ON OIL. CHIEF POINTS ARE COMMITMENTS TO USE ENERGY MORE EFFI-
cIENTLY (RATIO IO.7 INSTEAD OF 1.0), REDUCE THE SHARE 0F l0IL
IN ENERGY USED TO AROUND 107. (AT PRESENT IT IS ABOUT 55'A) AND

TO USE SOLID FUELS AND NUCLEAR ENERGY TO MAKE 7O-75J1 OF ELEC-

TRICITY BY THE END OF THE DECADE. MINISTERS ALSO AGREED TO IIITTII
DEVELOP REiIEt.JABLE ENERGY RESOURCES AND TO FOLLOhJ PRICE POLICIES

COMPATIBLE t4,ITH THE COMMITMENTS TAKEN. ON ENERGY SAVING THE

COUTICIL AGREED TIHAT MEMBER STATES HAD TO MAKE COMPARABLE EFFORTS

TO REACH THESE ENDS AND THEY GAVE THE GREEN LIGHT TO THE COM-

r'lISSION TO EXAMINE THE VARIOUS PLANS OF ACTION AND MAKE APPRO-

PRIATE PROPOSALS.

iNHISoPENINGREMARKSTHECOMMISSIONER,MRGUIDOBRUNNER,SAID
THAT I.JE SHOULD NOT BE DECEIVED BY THE RELATIVELY BALANCED STAT€

OF OUR SUPPILY SITUATION. THE OVERALL SITUATION tl,AS STILL UN-

STABLE AS EXEMPLIFiED BY TE THE ?3Y' RISE IN PRICES ON THE SPOT

MARKET SINCE THE BEGINNING OF APRIL. AT THIEIR RECENT MEETING

INTAIFTHEoPEccoUNTRIEScoULDNoTAGREE0NAMETH0D0F
sETTINGTHEPRICEOFOIL,I',:oRl,\lASANYREADINESSEVIDENTT0C0VER
THE SHORTFALL ON THE MARKET CAUSED BY REDUCED PRODUCTION IN

IRAN.HEt^JELCOMED,HOhiEVER,THEREADINESSOFOPECT0GIVEM0RE
SUPPoRTToNoNoILPRoDUcINGDEVELoPINGc0UNTRIES.THIStJAS
RECOGNIT]ON OF THE hJORLDt,llIDE RESPONSIBILITY TO HELP THOSE

HARDESTHITBYTHEENERGYcRISIS.THEcoMMUNITYANDITSMEMBER
STATESGAVE5o0MEUAINIgTgANDTooMEUAINIgS0F0RDEVEL0P-
MENT ID'EEl!!IlglBlEESDgEEIEiiIIEE,IBI]lE]!|lsltl AID F0R ENERGY

PRoJEcTSToTHESEcoUNTRIESMAKINGTHEMSEcoND0NLYT0THE
h,ORLD BANK AS A SOURCE OF FUNDS.

MR BRUNNER DRAl/\l ATTENTION TO THE EUROPEAN COUNCILIIS DECLARA-

TIoN!EINLUSxEMBuRGoNTHEcoMMUNITYSREADINESSF0RADIA-
LoGUEt^jITHTHEoILPRoDUcINGcoUNTRIES.HEHoPEDTHISU0ULDBE
ARRANGED EITHER BILATTERALLY OR WITHIN THE FRAMET'JORK OF THEIR

ORGANISATIONS.
lll/
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THE COMMUNIT~ HAD MUCH TO DO IN THE MEANTIME. SUDDEN UPWARD 
MOVEMENTS IN PRICES HAD TO BE AVOIDED. WE HAO TO BE BETTER 
PREPARED FOR FUTURE SHORTAGES OF SUPPLY. 

IN DECIDING ON THE II 1990 INDICATORS (FRENCH TERM= ORIENTATIONS), 
THE COMMUNITY WAS mtii11Rii,l£11illl UNITIING ON A LONG TERM 
STRATEGY. THE DECLARATION ON ENERGY SAVING MEANT II THAT FOR THE 
FIRST TIME ALL MEMBER STATES WILL BE WORKING OUT COMPARABLE 
PROGRAMMES OF ENERGY SAVING. 

MORE LATER 

REGARDS, 
E. PERLOT COMEUR 
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xelles, le 13 mai 1980 
Note Bl0(80)200 (suite 2 et fin) aux bureaux nationaux 
cc. aux membres au Groupe, a M. Burghardt DG I et a 
M. Lecomte DG VIII 

Subject: Energy Council (R. Elphick) 

Ministers found little difficulty in dealing with the rest of 
their agenda and the meeting ended at midafternoon with 
agreement on meeting again in September. 

In looking at proposals to promote market transparency, 
ministers were generally agreed that it was right to discourage 
the payments of excessive prices for oil. How this was to be 
done would be looked at further. 

On the energy initiative already placed before the European 
Council, the Comission was given a green light to begin 
studying Member States' plans with the aim of seeing where gaps 
lay and how programmes could be stimulated and financed. same 
ministers stated their wish to see the size of the problem 
before deciding on methods of finance or commenting on the 
Commission's suggestion for providing Community money possibly 
through an oil tax. 

At the concluding press conference, the current president, Mr 
Bisaglia, made the point that the Council was following up the 
conclusions of the European Council on energy and also looking 
ahead to the International Energy Agency meeting in Paris next 
week as well as the next European Council in Venice in June. 
There was also the industrial countries' summit around the end 
of June. As to a concerted position for the Community in the lEA 
(of which France is not a member) Mr Bisaglia said there were no 
differences of opinion among the Nine. 

Mr Brunner ~ve some further details on the follow up to the 
energy initiative. The Commission·would shortly be sending out 
questionnaires and making individual contats in the Member 
States. On the basis of these we would establish where the gaps 
were in national programmes designed to bring about the 
replacement of oil. 

Then the Commission would try to establish how best these gaps 
might be plugged and would also look at ways this could be 
financed. These could be by way of loans, interest rebates, non 
refundable grants and so on. If it was established that these 
would not be eough, then we should have to see what added 
finance we could came up with. The first thing, however, was to 
see where the gaps were. 
Reg 
E. Pe 
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