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EUROPEAN POLITICAL COOPERATION

PRESS RELEASE

- ()
#/')(78
P. 56/52 Brussels, 11 May 1992

DECLARATION ON BOSNIA AND HERCEGOVINA

The Community and its member States, following with great
concarn the situation in Bosnia and Hercegovina, restate that
a political solution can only be based on the principles
established@ in the constitutional talks between Serbs, Croats
and Muslins sponscred by the Peace Conference.

The consistent deterioration of the security situation,
however, renders progress in those talks increasingly
uncertain and casts doubts on the viability of any agreement
to be reached in them.

Although all parties have contributed, in their own way, to
the present state of affairs, by far the greatest share of the
blame falls on the JNA and the authorities in Belgrade which
are in control of the army, both directly and indirectly by
supporting Serbian irregulars. The killings and expulsion of
populations in Bijeljina, Zvornik, Foca and other towns and
villages, the siege and systematic shelling of Sarajevo, the
holding of Sarajevo airport preventing even the safe passage
of humanitarian relief from the ICRC are actions deserving
universal condemnation.

The Community and its member States demand:

- the complete withdrawal of the JINA and its armaments from
Bosnia and Hercegovina or the disbandment of its forceés
and the placing of its armaments under effective
international monitoring.

- the recopening of Sarajevo airport under conditicns of
safety, allowing for the urgently needed humanitarian aid
to be distributed.



The Community and its member States also request from the
authorities in Belgrade to commit themselves to:

- respect for the integrity of all Dborders of all
republics; :

- respect for the rights of mninorities and national or
ethnic groups, including Kosovo and Vojvodina, in
X - accordance with the Carrington Draft Convention;. :

- procmote the coaclusion of an agreement on a special
status for ¥rajina ensuring respect of the territorial
integrity of Croatia;

- fully cooperate with all parties at the Conference for
sertling the question of state succession.

The Community and its member States furthermore decided to:
- recall their Ambassadors in Belgrade Zor consultations;

- demand the suspension of thke delega'ion of Yugoslavia at
the CSCE from taking part in the proceedings for the
present; the situation will be reviewed on 29 June:

- further pursue, should the situation remain enchanged,
the increasing isolaticn of the Yugoslav delegation in
international fora, bearing in mind, in particular, the
impending OECD ministerial meeting;

- ask the Commission to study the :cdalities of possible

economic sanctions. i
The Community and its member States c¢=1l1 upon the government
of Bosnia and Hercegovina to cooperzte fully in the orderly
withdrawal of the JNA. Together with that withdrawal a phased
demobilisation of territorial defence ~orces must take place.
They urge the government of Croatia =¢ de all in their power
to prevent an incursion into Bosuia and Hercegovina of
military and para-military forces as well as the smuggling of
weapons.

The Community and its member State: will keep the situatiorn
under review, in particular as fa. as the demands to the
authorities in Belgrade are concerncd. Failure to comply with
the above will be taken into acc .unt when considering the
question of recognition of the ne: feceral entity on which
Lord Carrington and the Arbitration Cumm.ssicn have been asked
for advice.



